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Introdu ction  

 

 
 

In  this study, we will  explore the Afterlife.  In  other words, what 
happens after you die?  The Bible holds the answers to that  question. We will  
first  take a look at Hell.   In  the New Testament, the word Gehenna (“ɔ ŮɜɜŬ“) 
is often translated “Hell.” So, when I  use the word “Hell” below, I  mean the 
Greek word Gehenna (“ɔ ŮɜɜŬ“),  and it  only appears twelve times in  the New 
Testament. Some translations  have confused this word Gehenna and Hell  
with  other words for  the destination  of some wicked beings. Based upon the 
New Testament usage of the term “Hell,” we can learn about Hell  and use the 
Bible to correct some common misunderstandings.  

  

Please recall that  God breathed out the words of the Bible, and so the 
words in  the original  autographs make a difference. When God used different  



words, we must take note of those different  words. Verbal inspiration  means 
that  God inspired  the words, not just the thoughts of the human authors. 
Rather than delve into  the writings  and customs of pagans and their  
mythologies regarding Hell  and the Afterlife,  I  will  focus solely upon the 
material  in  the New Testament. God breathed out those words and they 
describe very vivid  pictures of Hell  and the Afterlife.  I  use the term Afterlife  
to describe existence after your physical body dies on earth.



 

 

Section  One  
 

Frequently  Asked  
Questions  about  Hell  

 

 
 

 
As we begin this study of Hell,  let us start  with  some frequently  asked 

questions about Hell.  I  am going to capitalize Hell  because it  refers to a 
specific place, not just a general idea or a mythical  place.
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1.1 Where  is  Hell?  In  the New Testament, the people in  Hell  experience the 
fire  (“Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“). Jesus described that  fire  as unquenchable, using the root  
word related to asbestos (“ůɓŮůŰɞɜ“) (Luke 3:17; Mark  9:43). So, we know 
that  Hell  is a place of unquenchable fire.  
 

1.2. How  do  you  go to  Hell?  Jesus preached that  people go to Hell  because 
their  eye, hand, or some other part  of their  body made them stumble 
(“ůəŬɜŭŬɚ ɕŮɘ“) spiritually  (Matthew  5:29-30). Jesus meant two things by 
His saying: (a) that  any spiritual  stumbl e will  be enough to send you to Hell;  
and (b) Hell  is so bad that  you should remove important  body parts to avoid 
going there. Jesus taught that  even uttering  an evil phrase stands sufficient  
to send you to Hell.  Jesus said: “Whoever says, ‘You fool,'” shall  be guilty  
enough to go into  the fiery  Hell  (“Ű ɜ ɔ ŮɜɜŬɜ Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“)”(Matthew 5:21; 
compare James 3:6).   As we will  see below, people go to Hell  because they 
stumble and sin. The wages of sin is death. Jesus died for  us, to save us from  
spiritual  death in  the Afterlife.  You can receive the free gift  of eternal life  right  
now by believing the good news of Jesus Christ. Click here to learn about 
ETERNAL LIFE . 
 

1.3. What  is  in  Hell?  Both the body and the soul of unbelievers go to Hell  
(Matthew  10:28;  5:29).  Jesus explained that  we should fear God, Who alone 
has the authority  to destroy both body and soul in  Hell  after death (Matthew  
10:28). Notice too that  only God has the authority  to send people to Hell.  In  
contrast, believers must never fear anyone who lacks such final  authority.    
 
1.4 Do  people  ha ve bodies  in  the  afterlife?  Yes. Jesus commanded 
people to pluck out their  right  eye and  lose one of their  body parts, rather  
than to have their  “whole body” (“ɚɞɜ Ű ů ɛ“) thrown  into  Hell.  Jesus 
described physical body parts (eyes and hands) while living  and those same 
body parts appeared in  Hell.  He contrasted the right  eye (one of the members 
of your body (“Ű ɜ ɛŮɚ ɜ ůɞɡ“)) v. the whole body (“ɚɞɜ Ű ů ɛ“) 
(Matthew  5:29; same construction  in  Matthew  5:30).  Therefore, we know 
that  people in  Hell  have some kind  of body directly  related to their  body on 
earth. You may also recall that  the rich  man in Hades recognized Lazarus in  
Abraham’s Bosom (Luke 16:23-24). Likewise, the body of the rich  man 
suffered thirst  and agony (“ŭɡɜ ůŬɘ“)  (Luke 16:25).  The rich  man’s body 
also had a tongue (“ɔɚ ůů ɜ“) (Luke 16:24) and Lazarus had fingers 
(“ŭŬəŰ ɚɞɡ”) (Luke 16:24).  The bodies of people in  Hades and Abraham’s 
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bosom both have detailed anatomical features. Therefore, people in  Hades 
and in  Hell  both have bodies with  eyes, hands, feet, and tongues. 
 

1.5 Do  unbelievers  cease to  exist  in  Hell?  God exercises His power to 
destroy both body and soul in  Hell  (Matthew  10:28). The destruction  does 
not end, but continues because their  worm does not die (Mark  9:45; Isaiah 
66:24).   Therefore, we know that  people in  Hell  do not experience 
annihilation,  but rather  continuous suffering without  being consumed. The 
gate is wide and the way is broad that  leads to destruction,  and many people 
enter through it.  In  contrast,  the gate is small and the way is narrow  that  
leads to life,  and only a few people find  it  (Matthew  7:13-14). Notice that  the 
path you follow  while alive on earth leads either to the resurrection  of life  or 
the resurrection  of judgment.   
 
 

1.5 What  is  Hades?  Hades functions  like a jail  holding  prisoners (dead 
unbelievers) awaiting trial,  which will  take place at the Great White  Throne 
Judgment in  the future.  
 

1.6 Are  Hades  and  the  Lake  of  Fire  the  Same  Place ? No. Hades has a 
limited  life span and it  ends up in  the Lake of Fire;  on the other hand, the 
Lake of Fire continues to eternity.  So, we can be sure that  Hades and the Lake 
of Fire are not the same place. See Revelation 20:13-14, where Hades and 
Death are thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. Because they are separate places, they 
cannot be the same place.  No believer appears before the Great White  
Throne (John 4:24), but Hades and Death give up their  dead and then they 
are cast into  the Lake of Fire. Therefore, we know that  Hades and Death are 
not the Lake of Fire, but separate destinations for  unbelievers. No believer 
goes to Hades (see the article  on Hades). See also Revelation 6:8, where 
Death rode an Ashen Horse and Hades followed;  both of them received 
authority  to kill  a fourth  of the earth.  Hades and Death are not the same 
places, but Hades follows Death. Some people do not realize that  the eternal 
fire  describes both punishment  in  Hades and also punishment  in  the Lake of 
Fire. 
 

1.7 Wh en  do  people  go to  Hell?   People who never accepted the free gift  
of eternal life  while alive on earth go to Hell  after their  bodies die on earth 
(Matthew  10:28).  Jesus repeatedly warned people to pluck out their  eyes, 
cut off their  hands, or take other severe bodily  action to avoid departing into  
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Hell  (Matthew  5:29; 18:8-9; Mark  9:43). Jesus proclaimed that  it  was better 
to enter eternal life  with  one eye or crippled  rather  than entering Hell  with  a 
whole body. To understand the timing  of events, we need to compare a few 
other passages about eternal fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ Ŭ ɤɜ ɞɡ”).  In  Matthew  18:8-9, 
Jesus equated eternal fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ Ŭ ɤɜ ɞɡ“) with  fiery  Hell  (“Ű ɜ ɔ ŮɜɜŬɜ 
Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“). He said that  it  was better to enter life  crippled  than to enter 
eternal fire  with  two hands. Then Jesus continued:  pluck out your eye 
because it  is better to enter life  with  one eye, than to be cast into  fiery  Hell  
with  two eyes. Fiery Hell  seems to be the same as the place of eternal fire.  



 

Section  Two  
 

Chronology  of  the  
Afterlife  

 

 
 
 

The New Testament provides many details about the Afterlife.  A 
chronology (timeline)  of events may help us understand how certain events 
relate to one another in  time.  In  this section, we are only fixing  a basic 
timeline  of events. Later sections will  develop certain topics in  more detail.
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Hades  
 

At the moment  of physical death on earth, unbelievers go to the Hades 
(“Ű  ŭ“). Consider the rich  man in Hades, with  his conscious suffering in  
heated torment  (Luke 16:19-31). 

 
Paradise  

 

At the moment  of physical death on earth, believers go to the Paradise 
(“Ű  ˊŬɟŬŭŮ ů“) (Luke 23:43). Concerning believers, Paul explained that  
to be absent from  the body is to be present with  the Lord  (2 Corinthians  5:6-
9). 

 
The  Clouds  Resurrection  

 

Although  Jesus provided many signs concerning the end of this present 
age (Matthew  24:4-14), we know that  one day Jesus will  return  to the clouds 
of earth. Jesus will  bring  with  Him  all those believers who have fallen asleep 
(died)  in  Him.  Then He will  descend from  heaven with  a shout, with  the voice 
of the archangel and with  the trumpet  of God. The dead in Christ  will  rise 
first.  Then, those believers still  alive on earth will  be snatched up into  the air  
to meet Jesus. So they always be with  Jesus (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). At this 
point,  the believers are resurrected and given glorified  bodies (1 Corinthians  
15:1-58).  

 
 

The  Tribulation  
 

Immediately  after the Clouds Resurrection, the Tribulation  starts. The 
Tribulation  consists of seven years of God’s wrath  poured out in  specific 
judgments upon the earth and its inhabitants  (Daniel  9:24-27; Revelation 5-
19). During  that  time,  the beast, the false prophet   and the anti -Christ  come 
to power and rule the nations. Unbelievers receive the mark of the beast 
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(Revelation 13:16-18). The Lord Jesus shortened that  time period, or no life  
would have been saved (Matthew  24:22). The seven year period of 
Tribulation  ends with  Jesus returning  to slay His enemies, with  the armies 
of heaven following  Him  (Revelation 19:11-19). At that  time,  Jesus will  return  
in  glory to the very place where He left  earth and ascended to heaven. He will  
set His feet upon the Mount  of Olives (Zechariah 14:3; Acts 1:9-11). 
Whereupon, Jesus begins His thousand-year reign upon earth, called the 
Millennial  Reign of Christ, or Millennium  (Revelation 20).  

 
   

The  Millennial  Throne  of  Christ  
 

Immediately  after the Tribulation  ends, the devil is thrown  into  the 
abyss (Revelation 20:1-3). Jesus will  sit upon His throne,  and all the nations 
will  be gathered before Him  for  judgment (Matthew  25:31-46; see also  Luke 
19:22). Then, thrones will  be set up and judgment  was given to those on the 
thrones (“əɟ ɛŬ ŭ ɗɖ Ŭ Űɞ ɠ“) (Revelation 20:4).  John saw the souls (“Ű ɠ 
ɣɡɢ ɠ“)  of those beheaded because of their  testimony  of Jesus and because 
of the word of God, and those who had not received the mark on their  
forehead and their  hand; and they came to life  and reigned with  Christ for   a 
thousand years (Revelation 20:4;  compare the innumerable  multitude  of 
Revelation 7:9-17 and the souls under the altar  in  Revelation 6:9-11). We also 
know that  all believers, from  every tribe,  tongue and people and nation  will  
reign with  Christ on earth, because He has made them a kingdom  of priests 
to God (Revelation 5:9-10; 2 Timothy  2:12; ). As part  of Christ  reigning  on 
earth, the saints receive the kingdom  and possess it  for  all ages to come 
(Daniel  7:18). After  the court  sits in  judgment,  the world -wide dominion  of 
the fourth  beast (anti -Christ  and his evil empire)  ends. The sovereignty 
(“s ˓˸ ̐˩ˋ˪ ˒ˬ“), dominion  (ñ˞ ˓ˮ˓˦ ˋ˪ ˓̅“) and the greatness of the kingdoms 
(“ ˸˓ˣˋ˩ˋ˪ ˒ˬ  ˧ ˏ̎ ˞ ˓˸̐˟ ˋ˶“) under the whole heaven will  be given to the saints of the 
Highest One (Daniel  7:27–notice the Aramaic).  Apparently,  at this time,  the 
saints shall judge the world  (1 Corinthians  6:2; compare James 4:12) as God 
appointed human judges in  the Old Testament (Exodus 18:26; Deuteronomy 
16:18-20; Psalm 82). The rest of the dead did not come to life  until  the 
thousand years were completed. 
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The  First  Resurrection  
 

At the beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ, believers who died 
during  the Tribulation  are raised from  the dead to reign with  Christ  on earth 
(Revelation 20:4).  Jesus called that  “the  First  Resurrection” (Revelation  
20:4).  John was very specific that  those believers died during  the 
Tribulation.  Please keep in mind  that  seven years before the start of the 
Millennial  Reign of Christ, Jesus came to the clouds of earth and caught up 
all believers from  the earth (the Clouds Resurrection). At the Clouds 
Resurrection,  the dead in Christ  came with  Jesus to the clouds of earth. They 
received resurrection  first,  meaning they were given glorified  bodies like 
Jesus.  Then those alive on earth received their glorified  bodies 
(resurrection)  as they ascended to the clouds to be with  Jesus forever (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18). Jesus saved those believers from  the wrath  of the 
Tribulation  (1 Thessalonians 5:9).  Blessed is the one who has a part  in  the 
first  resurrection;  over these the second death has no power (Revelation 
20:4;  Revelation 14:13). 
  

The  Judgment  Seat  of  Christ  
 

In  the last chapter of the Bible, Jesus promised that  He would return  
to earth and bring  His reward with  Him.  When He returns,  Jesus will  sit 
upon His judgment  seat (2 Corinthians  5:10). At the Resurrection  of the 
Righteous, believers will  be repaid for  inviting  the poor, the crippled,  the 
lame, and the blind  to lunch (Luke 14:12-14). Fire will  try  each man’s works 
done on earth (1 Corinthians  3:10-15) and God will  judge the secrets of men 
through  Jesus Christ (Romans 2:16: Matthew  6:18 ). God will  disclose the 
motives of men’s hearts and each man’s praise will  come to him  from  God (1 
Corinthians  4:5). As the fire  tries each believer’s work,  some works may be 
burned up as wood, hay and stubble, and so the believer suffers loss of 
rewards. Jesus promised that  some acts do not lose their  reward (e.g., cup of 
cold water given in  the name of Jesus–Matthew  10:42; Mark  9:41). 
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The  Final  Rebellion  
 

At the completion  of the thousand year reign of Christ  on earth, Satan 
will  be released from  the abyss. He will  deceive the nations and gather the 
armies of the earth together for  a final  assault on Jerusalem.  Fire will  come 
down from  heaven and devour them. Then the devil will  be thrown  into  the 
Lake of Fire, where he joins the beast and the false prophet,  and they will  be 
tormented  night  and day forever (Revelation 19:20; 20:10). 

 
 

The  Great  White  Throne  Judgment  

 
After  the Final  Rebellion, Judge Jesus sits on His Great White  Throne. 

Heaven and earth have fled away from  His presence. Then the great and the 
small from  earth, all unbelievers, are judged according to their  deeds, 
recorded in books. The sea, Hades and Death give up the dead which are in  
them. Then Death and Hades are cast into  the Lake of Fire. Then all the 
unbelievers are cast into  the Lake of Fire, because their  names were not 
written  in  the Book of Life (Revelation 20:11-15). Please recall that  everyone 
at the Great White  Throne Judgment  will  be judged according to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ  (Romans 2:15-16), and they will  be found guilty  of unbelief  in  
that  Gospel. Those unbelievers will  be assigned punishment  commensurate 
with  their  deeds (Revelation 20:13). Then they will  be thrown  into  the Lake 
of Fire. Please recall that  Jesus promised that  every believer will  never come 
into  judgment  concerning eternal life,  because they passed out of death into  
life  at the moment of salvation on earth (John 5:24). 

 
 

The  Lake  of  Fire  
 

After  the Great White  Throne Judgment, the Lake of Fire holds Hades, 
Death, the beast, the false prophet,  the devil, and all unbelievers who ever 
lived on earth. In  the Lake of Fire, their  torment  continues day and night  
forever and ever (Revelation 19:20; 20:13-15). 
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The  New  Heavens  and  the  New  Earth  
 

The Bible concludes with  a description  of the new heaven and a new 
earth (Revelation 22:1-9). The Lord  Jesus reigns in  glory from  the New 
Jerusalem on that  new earth (Revelation 21:1-27). All  the believers from  all 
ages live there with  Jesus, and His name shall be on their  foreheads. They 
reign forever with  Him  (Revelation 22:1-6). 



 

Section  Three  
 

Hades  
 

 
 

At the moment  of physical death, unbelievers, and only unbelievers, go 
to Hades and begin to suffer in  agony. 

 

3.1 The  Place  of  Torment . Jesus told  the story of a rich  man and Lazarus. 
While  alive on earth, the rich  man lived in  joyous luxury  and Lazarus laid at 
his gate, covered in  sores, longin g to eat the crumbs falling  from  the table of 
the rich  man. When the rich  man died, he went to Hades and there lifted  up 
his eyes in  torment  (“́ ɟɢɤɜ ɜ ɓŬů ɜɞɘɠ“) and saw “Father Abraham” 
and Lazarus in  his bosom. The rich  man cried out and asked for  Abraham to 
send Lazarus to dip his finger  in  water and cool off his tongue, because he 
was in  agony because of this flame (“ŭɡɜ ɛŬɘ ɜ Ű űɚɞɔ ŰŬ Ű“). Abraham 
replied, that  (a) Lazarus now received good things and the rich  man received 
agony (“ŭɡɜ ůŬ“); and (b) a great chasm is fixed (“ɢ ůɛŬ ɛ ɔŬ ůŰ ɟɘəŰŬɘ“) 
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between them. The rich  man also begged Abraham to send someone to warn 
his brothers not to come that place of torment   (Luke 16:19-31).  
 
3.2 New  Testament  Usage  of  Hades . In  the New Testament, the term 

“Hades” (“ὋŭȌȏ”) occurs only ten times and apparently refers to a jail  where 
unbelievers await trial  at the Great White  Throne judgment.  
 
3.2.1 Matthew  11:23 . Because Capernaum had not believed the miracles 
which Jesus performed there, Capernaum will  descend into  Hades, 
 
3.2.2 Matthew  16:18 . The gates of Hades cannot withstand  the Church of 
Jesus Christ.  

 

3.2.3 Luke  10:15 . Capernaum will  be brought  down to Hades because it  has 
rejected Christ as Savior, despite the great works done there. 

 

3.2.4 Luke  16:23 . The rich  man suffers in  torment  in  Hades, where he lifts  
his eyes to behold Lazarus who is resting on the bosom of Abraham. Notice 
that  Lazarus was never described as being in  Hades. A great gulf separates  
Hades from  Paradise, where Abraham and Lazarus enjoyed the presence of 
Jesus. 

 

3.2.5 Acts  2:27 . The Psalmist David prophesied about Jesus, declaring that  
the soul of Jesus will  never be abandoned to Hades, and Jesus will  never 
undergo decay. Therefore, we know that  Hades is a place where souls are 
abandoned by God and await fin al judgment.  Their  physical bodies are 
simultaneously undergoing decay in  tombs on earth. 

 

3.2.6 Acts  2:31 . Resurrection to life  stands in  opposition  to being 
abandoned to Hades. Jesus was resurrected to life  and His soul was never 
abandoned to Hades.  God will  empty Hades and all its inhabitants  go to 
Great White  Throne judgment.  Based upon Acts 2:31 quoting  Psalm 16:10, 
Paul used the term “Hades” to translate the term “Sheol.” Therefore, we 
know that  Sheol in the Old Testament included a place called Hades in  the 
New Testament. 
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3.2.7 Revelation  1:18. Jesus is the Living  One, who was dead and now alive 
forevermore. He has the keys of death and of Hades. We will  see Jesus use 
the keys of death and Hades to unlock both of them at the Great White  
Throne judgment.  Notice too that  death and Hades operate as places kept 
under lock and key. Apparently,  they will  only be opened when Jesus unlocks 
the doors and opens them. 

 

3.2.8 Revelation  6:8 . Hades followed Death, the fourth  Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse. The culmination  of the judgments brought  by the first  three 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse results in  Death, with  the unsaved dead going 
to Hades. 

 

3.2.9 Revelation  20:13 . At the Great White  Throne Judgment, death and 
Hades gave up the dead that  were in  them. Each one of their  inhabitants  was 
judged according to that  inhabitant’s deeds. 

 

3.2.10 Revelation  20:14 .  Every one whose name was not found written  in  
the Book of Life was thrown  in to the Lake of Fire. Because every believer 
goes to a resurrection  of life  and not  a resurrecti on of judgment,  no believer 
will  appear at the Great White  Throne Judgment. Therefore, no believer 
emerges from  Hades to appear before the Great White  Throne judgment.  

 

3.3 The  Gates  of  The  Afterlife . God revealed several gates that  relate to 
different  places in  the afterlife.  
 

3.3.1 The  Gates  of  Hades . Jesus promised to build  His church and the 
gates of Hades (“́ ɚŬɘ |ŭɞɡ“) would not prevail against it  
(“ɞ  əŬŰɘůɢ ůɞɡůɘɜ Ŭ Ű ɠ“) (Matthew  16:18; see also Luke 21:36 (strength  
to run  away (“əŬŰɘůɢ ůɖŰŮ əűɡɔŮ ɜ“)); Luke 23:3 (prevailing  voices 
(“əŬŰ ůɢɡɞɜ Ŭ űɤɜŬ Ŭ Ű ɜ“)). In  what sense do the gates of Hades prevail  
against Jesus building  His church? Every believer was once in  the domain of 
darkness (“Ű ɠ ɝɞɡů Ŭɠ Űɞ ůə Űɞɡɠ “), but God rescued us 
(“ɟɟ ůŬŰɞ ɛ ɠ“) and transferred  us into  the kingdom  of His beloved Son 
(Colossians 1:13). When God rescued us (2 Timothy  3:11; 2 Peter 2:7), He had 
bound the strong man (the devil)  and plundered his house (the domain of 
darkness). People who die without  rescue from  the domain of darkness go to 
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Hades. So, the gates of Hades cannot prevail  against Jesus rescuing people 
from  the domain of darkness. The gates of Hades cannot keep Jesus out and 
they cannot  stop Jesus from  entering and rescuing His elect. To be clear, 
Jesus never rescues people who have suffered physical death from  Hades. 
 

3.3.2 The  Gates  of  Death . God spoke to Job about the Gates of Death 
(“ ˸ ˑˣ ˓ˬ ˘˧ ː˶ ˍ̄˒̅“) (Job 38:17). David knew that  Yahweh lifted  him  up from  the 
Gates of Death (“˸ˑ ˣ˗˓ˬ ˧ ː˶ ˍ̄ ˒̇ ˏˬ“) (Psalm 9:13; Psalm 107:18). 
 

3.3.3  The  Gates  of   Darkness . Job also spoke about The Gates of Deep 
Darkness (“˸ˑ ˣ ˓ˬ ˋ˪˒˴ ˧ ː˶ ˍ̄˒̅ ˋˣ“) (Job 38:17).   
 

3.3.4 The  Gates  of  Righteousness . Yahweh opens the gates of 
righteousness (“˵ˑl ˑ˴ ˘˧ ː˶ ˍ̄ ˒̅“) for  believers (Psalm 118:19; Proverbs 14:19).  
 

3.3.5 The  Gates  of  Sheol . King Hezekiah lamented that,  in  the middle  of 
life,  he was to enter the gates of Sheol (“˪x ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˧ ː˶ ˍ̄ ˒̅ ˋ̌“) and be deprived of the 
rest of his years (Isaiah 38:10). 
 

3.3.6 The  Gates  Leading  to  Destruction . Jesus described a wide gate 
(“́ɚŬŰŮ Ŭ  ˊ ɚɖ“) leading to the destruction  (“Ű ɜ ˊ ɚŮɘŬɜ“), and many 
people enter thro ugh it  (Matthew 7:13). Although  this use may describe 
present action before death, it  may also describe the gate many people enter 
at or after death. 
 

3.3.7 The  Narrow  Gate . Jesus contrasted the wide gate leading to 
destruction  with  the narrow  gate (“Ű ɠ ůŰŮɜ ɠ ˊ ɚɖɠ“) leading to eternal life  
(Matthew 7:13). Jesus commanded everyone to enter through  the narrow  
gate. 
 

3.4 The  Keys  of  the  Afterlife . God revealed various keys related to the 
afterlife.  
 

3.4.1 The  Key  of  David . God set the Key of the House of David on the 
shoulder of Eliakim,  the son of Hilkiah.  When Eliakim  opens, no one shuts; 
when he shuts, no one will  open (Isaiah 22:22).  Likewise, Jesus is holy and 
true and has the key of David and what He opens no one will  shut, and what 
He shuts no one opens.  Jesus also referred to an open door which no one 
can shut, because the church of Philadelphia  had a little  power, and had kept 
My word, and had not denied the name of Jesus. Apparently,  the open door 
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permitted  the church of Philadelphia  to escape the hour of testing which was 
coming upon the whole earth (Revelation 3:7-10). 
 

3.4.2 The  Key  to  the  Shaft  of  the  Abyss . In  Revelation 9:1-2, a star from  
heaven fell  to earth and the key  (“ əɚŮ ɠ“) of the shaft of the abyss (“Űɞ 
űɟ ŬŰɞɠ Ű ɠ ɓ ůůɞɡ“) was given to him.  The Shaft of the Abyss (“Űɞ  
űɟ ŬŰɞɠ Ű ɠ ɓ ůůɞɡ“–translated by NASB as “bottomless pit”) appears 
only in  Revelation 9:1-2.  The star, probably an angel, opened the Shaft of the 
Abyss, and smoke went up out of the shaft (“Űɞ űɟ ŬŰɞɠ“), like the smoke of 
a great furnace. The smoke darkened the sun and the air  and locusts came 
out of the smoke (Revelation 9:2).  Those locusts came upon the earth and 
power was given to them, as scorpions of the earth have power (Revelation 
9:3).Based upon other passages, I  chose the translation  “shaft of the abyss.” 
Let me review those passages briefly.  
 

3.4.2.1 Pit . Jesus described a sheep falling  into  a pit  (“ɓ ɗɡɜɞɜ“) on the 
Sabbath. Note that  a man could take hold of the sheep in the pit  and lift  it  out 
(Luke 12:11).  Jesus also described a blind  man leading a blind  man so that  
both fall  into  a pit  (“ɓ ɗɡɜɞɜ“) (Matthew  15:14; Luke 6:39). Therefore, we 
know that a pit  can hold animals and men. It  does not necessarily mean a 
well nor something so deep a man could not reach in  and lift  a sheep out of 
it.  The pit  trapped the animals and the blind  men. Without  urgent help from  
outside, the pit  posed a serious danger to them. 
 

3.4.2.2 Shaft  or  Well ?  Jesus spoke about a son or an ox falling  into  a shaft 
(“űɟ Ŭɟ“) on the Sabbath (Luke 14:5). The question  here turns  upon the 
word “shaft” (“űɟ Ŭɟ“). The shaft posed a serious, urgent danger to the son 
and the ox because they could not escape it  without  outside help. The New 
American Standard Bible chose the translation  of “fall into  a well” (“Ů ɠ 
űɟŬɟ ˊŮůŮ ŰŬɘ“). Calling the opening a well does not comport  with  the other 
uses of terms for  “well” (“́ɖɔ“). For example, the woman had a flow of 
blood (“ ˊɖɔ Űɞ Ŭ ɛŬŰɞɠ“), focusing upon the liquid.  James also used the 
term well (“́ɖɔ“) to describe the water it  produces (James 3:11). Jesus will  
lead His sheep to springs of the water of life  (“ɕɤ ɠ ˊɖɔ ɠ 
ŭ Űɤɜ“)(Revelation 7:17).  The burning  star fell  from  heaven fell  on a third  

of the rivers and on the springs of waters (“Ű ɠ ˊɖɔ ɠ Ű ɜ ŭ Űɤɜ“).  Jesus 
also deserves worship  and glory because He made the earth, and sea and 
springs of waters (“́ɖɔ ɠ ŭ Űɤɜ“)(Revelation 14:7). An angel poured out 
his bowl into  the rivers and the springs of waters (“Ű ɠ ˊɖɔ ɠ Ű ɜ ŭŰɤɜ“) 
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and they became  blood (Revelation 16:4).  Jesus is also the Alpha and the 
Omega, Who gives the thirsty  from  the spring of the water of life  (“Ű ɠ ˊɖɔ ɠ 
Űɞ ŭŬŰɞɠ Ű ɠ ɕɤ ɠ“) without  cost (Revelation 21:6). Peter also described 
evil men as springs without  water (“́ɖɔŬ ɜɡŭɟɞ“) (2 Peter 2:17). In  all 
those uses of the term ˊɖɔ, the liquid  itself  is at issue. Therefore, to focus 
upon the liquid,  the New Testament writers  used the term πηγ. 
 

3.4.2.3 Jacobôs Well  near  Sychar . Near Sychar Jesus met a Samaritan  
women at the well of Jacob (“́ɖɔ Űɞ Ŭə ɓ“). The woman at the well told  
Jesus that  the shaft was deep (“Ű űɟ Ŭɟ ůŰ ɜ ɓŬɗ”)(Jon 4:11). 
Significantly,  Jacob gave the shaft (“űɟ Ŭɟ“) to the people of Sychar (the 
water was already there, buried  below the surface), and his sons and cattle 
all drank from  it  (John 14:12). John seemed to draw a distinction  between 
the term for  “well” (“́ɖɔ“), referring  to the liquid,  and the shaft (“űɟ Ŭɟ“) 
leading to the liquid  (water).   Therefore, the same term in Revelation 9:1-2 
should not be translated as well or pit,  but shaft which leads to something 
else, namely the abyss.  In  summary, the term for  well (“́ɖɔ”) should not 
be confused with  the word for  shaft (“űɟ Ŭɟ“). 
 
3.5 Summary  of  Hades . Based upon the New Testament usage of word 
“Hades,” we may conclude that no believer goes to Hades, and Jesus has the 
keys to death and Hades. They will be emptied at the Great White Throne 
Judgment, and no believer appears before the Great White Throne for 
judgment about eternal life. That question about eternal life was settled upon 
earth, when each person decided whether to accept the free gift of eternal 
life, or reject that gift and suffer the consequence of eternal death in the Lake 
of Fire. Every believer can thank God because the soul of Jesus was never 
abandoned to Hades, and so no believer will ever be abandoned to Hades. 
We will go to a resurrection of life, and be with Jesus forever. 

     • Jesus taught that  unbelievers go to Hades after they die on earth.  
 

     • In  Hades, unbelievers experience conscious torment,  longing for  a drop 
of water to cool their  tongues. 
 

     • In  Hades, unbelievers worry  that  their  relatives will  join  them in that  
place of torment.  
 

     • In  Hades, unbelievers await final  judgment . 
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     • At the Great White  Throne judgment,  Death and Hades will  give up the 
dead in  them, and then they will  be thrown  into  the Lake of Fire.



 

Section  Four  
 

Destruction  in  the  
Afterlife  

 

 
 

Some people claim that  after you die, you cease to exist. No suffering, 
no problems, no judgment.  In  fact, some people even deny the existence of 
heaven and Hell.  I  frequently  hear people tell  me about their  experiences 
after they claim to have died at some point  in  the past. They tell  me that  they 
saw a light,  or they felt warm, or they saw their  friends and loved ones. Jesus 
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said that  we die once, and then comes the judgment  (Hebrews 9:27). 
Therefore, no matter  how much people believe they died on earth, and then 
came back to life  to tell  us about the afterlife,  I  know they have been deceived 
or are actively lying.  Based upon the Bible, I  know they have never died, 
because they are standing right  before me. Some people also claim that  after 
they died, nothing  happened and it  was just blackness. Other people make 
claims that we are annihilated  after death and cease to exist based upon their  
reading of the Bible and other religious traditions  of men. Jesus warned 
people about eternal punishment,  with  conscious, continuous suffering to 
eternity.  Some people read verses about destruction  in  the Bible and think  
that  means you cease to exist. So, let us look at the concept of destruction  in 
the Afterlife.  I  define Afterlife  to mean existence after your body dies on 
earth.   

 

Destruction  Defined  

4.1 The  Term  ñTo Destroyò (ñˊɞɚ ůŬɘò).  In  Matthew  10:28, Jesus 
taught that  Hell  is the place to destroy both body and soul. Other uses of the 
term “to destroy”(“ˊɞɚ ůŬɘ“) help us understand its meaning and the 
timing  of such destruction.  If  we can see when God destroys body and soul 
in  Hell,  then we may be able to see if  it  is temporally  related to the Lake of 
Fire or Hades, and if  so, how. Remember, Hades has a limited  lifespan, and 
Hades ends by being thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. The Lake of Fire continues 
to eternity.   
 
4.2 Demo ns  and  Destruction . The demons were very concerned that  
Jesus  had come to destroy (“́ ɞɚ ůŬɘ“) them. So, the destruction  of those 
demons had not yet occurred, but they knew and feared Jesus and His ability  
to destroy them (Mark  1:24; see also Luke 4:34 and Luke 13:33).  
 
4.3 Save and  Destroy . The religious leaders objected to Jesus healing the 
withered  hand of a man on the Sabbath. Jesus asked them  if  it  is lawful  on 
the Sabbath to do good (“ɔŬɗɞˊɞɘ ůŬɘ“)  or to do harm (“əŬəɞˊɞɘ ůŬɘ“), or 
to save a soul (“ɣɡɢ ɜ ů ůŬɘ“) or to destroy (“́ ɞɚ ůŬɘ“) (Luke 6:9). Notice 
that  the power to save and to destroy took place on that  Sabbath, in  that  
synagogue, and not at a future  time.  Jesus contrasted saving a soul with  
destroying a soul. James pointed  out that  God is the only Lawgiver and 
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Judge (“əɟɘŰ ɠ“), the only One with  the power to save (“ů ůŬɘ“) and to 
destroy (“́ ɞɚ ůŬɘ“) (James 4:12).  Peter revealed that  God is not willing  for  
any  to be destroyed (“́ ɞɚ ůɗŬɘ”), but for  all to come to repentance (2 Peter 
3:9). 
  
4.4 Parables  of  Destruction . In  the parable of the vineyard owner, when 
the Landowner returns,  He will  destroy (“́ ɞɚ ůŮɘ”) the evil workers. Notice 
that  the destruction  takes place upon His return  to the vineyard (Matthew  
21:41; Mark  12:9; Luke 20:16). Jesus applied that  parable to Himself  as the 
Stone which the builders  rejected, and its effect upon men spiritually  (Luke 
20:17-18; 2 Peter 3:9), implying  more than physical death. Therefore, this  
parable offers some insight  that  “destruction” (perhaps physical death here) 
takes place at the return  of Christ to earth. Yet, this passage may also provide 
support  for  the view that  spiritual  destruction  begins when Christ returns.  
Please recall that  in  Hell  body and soul are destroyed. Therefore, the timing  
of destruction  becomes helpful  to understand the place of destruction,  Hell.  
If  unbelievers undergo destruction  before the Lake of Fire, then Hell  is not 
necessarily the same place as the Lake of Fire. 
 
4.5 Physical  Destruction . At times, Matthew,  Mark,  and Luke used the 
term destroy to mean physical death (Matthew  2:13; Luke 19:47; see also 
Matthew  27:20, Mark  3:6, and Mark  11:18). 
 
4.6 Body  and  Soul . Matthew  provided key information  about destruction  
in  Hell.  God has the power to destroy (“́ ɞɚ ůŬɘ“) both  soul (“ɣɡɢ ɜ“) and 
body (“ů ɛŬ“) in  Hell  (“ɔŮ ɜɜ“) (Matthew  10:28).  At first  glance, it  appears 
that  Hell  must mean the Lake of Fire, because you may think  that  destruction  
of the body only happens after resurrection  to judgment.  But, if  people have 
bodies in  Hades, and they are destroyed there, then we must realize that  
souls and bodies can be destroyed in Hades as well as the Lake of Fire. 
Physical death includes the soul (“ɣɡɢ ɜ“) leaving the body, upon demand 
(Luke 12:20).  Referring to Jesus, God the Father said that  He is my Beloved 
(“ ɔŬˊɖŰ ɠ ɛɞɡñ) and in  Him  My soul (“ ɣɡɢ ɛɞɡ“) is well pleased 
(Matthew  12:18). Therefore, we know that  God the Father has a soul and it  
can experience pleasure. As we try  to understand what constitutes a person, 
we know that  one part  of a person is the soul. Matthew  also helped us 
understand the soul of God the Father is not the same as the spirit  of God the 
Father (“ ˊɜŮ ɛ“). God the Father does not put His soul into  Jesus, but He 
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said I  will  place (“ɗ ůɤ”) My spirit  (“Ű ˊɜŮ ɛ ɛɞɡ“) upon Jesus. (Matthew  
10:28). Interestingly,  this quotation  from  the Old Testament helps us 
understand that  the  New Testament word for  soul (“ɣɡɢ“) translates the 
Hebrew word for  my soul (“˧ ˏ̅ ˋ˲ ˒ˮ“) and likewise the New Testament word for  
spirit  (“́ɜŮ ɛ“) translates the Hebrew word for  my spirit  (“ ˧ ˏ˥ ̐˶”). I  prefer 
the “in” translation  because God places His Spirit  in  us. Regarding my love 
for  God, I  must love the Lord  my God (“ɔŬˊ ůŮɘɠ ə ɟɘɞɜ Ű ɜ ɗŮ ɜ ůɞɡñï
ñ́ ˧ ˑs ̂ˌ˞ ˢ ˓ˣˢˋ˧  ˸ ː˞  ˓̠ ˋ˟ ˒s ˓˞“) in  all my heart (“ɜ ɚ Ű əŬɟŭ ůɞɡò translating 
ñ ́ˋ˟ ˓˟ ˋ˪ ˘˪˓˩ˋ̌“—notice the ɜñ plus dative) and in  all my soul (“ɜ ɚ Ű ɣɡɢ 
ůɞɡñïñ ́ ˋ̅ ˋ˲ ˒ˮ˘˪˓˩ˋ˟ ̐”) and in  all my mind  (‘ɜ ɚ Ű ŭɘŬɜɞ ůɞɡòïñ ̆ ˪˓˩ˋ˟ ̐
 ́˗ˑl ˔˞ ˋˬ”(Matthew  22:37; Deuteronomy 6:5). Therefore, I  know that  the New 

Testament word “heart” (“əŬɟŭ“) translates the Hebrew word “ ˋ˟ ˓˟ ˋ˪“ and 
likewise “soul” (“ɣɡɢ“) translates the Hebrew word “ ˋ̅ ˋ˲ ˒ˮ“ and  the word 
“mind” “ŭɘŬɜɞ“ the Hebrews word “ ˗ˑl ˔˞ ˋˬ“. 
  
4.7 Summary  of  Destroy . At times, the term to destroy (“́ ɞɚ ůŬɘ”)   
refers to physical death. At other times, the same term “to destroy” referred 
to spiritual  death. Therefore, we know that  after your body is destroyed on 
earth, unbelievers still  continue to suffer in  bodily  form  after physical death.  
 
     • In  Hell,  God destroys both body and soul. 
 
     • In  Hell,  unbelievers have bodies. 
 
     • In  Hell,  unbelievers have souls.  
 
     • The demons know that  Jesus will  destroy them one day. 
 
     • The demons fear that  day of destruction.  
 
     • Jesus contrasted saving a soul with  the destruction  of a soul. 
 
     • As God, only Jesus has the power to save souls from  eternal destruction.  
 
     • God is not willing  for  any to be destroyed, but for  all to come to       
repentance. 
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     • The New Testament writers  used the term “to destroy” (“́ ɞɚ ůŬɘ”) to 
refer to both physical destruction  and spiritual  death.



 

Section  Five  
 

Suffering  in  the  Afterlife  
 

 
 

 
Jesus provided sobering details of the suffering experienced by 

unbelievers after death on earth. The New Testament contains vivid  
descriptions of torment  and pain in  the Afterlife.  Jesus takes no pleasure in  
the suffering of the unbelievers, but offers the free gift  of salvation to 
everyone who repents from  sin and turns  to Him  in faith . Jesus loves us and 
so died and suffered that  we may escape the penalty we all deserve as sinners. 
By faith  in  Jesus as Savior, we receive the free gift  of salvation and no longer
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fear death. A simple review of suffering in  the afterlife  should cause everyone 
to turn  to Jesus for  salvation. Repent and believe today to avoid suffering  
eternally.   
  

Fire  and Flame 
 

5.1 Word  Study:  Fire  and  Flame . In  the New Testament, God used 
different  words to describe fire  (“́ɡɟɠ“) and flame (“űɚ ɔŬ“).  
 

5.1.1 Fire .  Jesus used the term fire  in  connection with  Gehenna (“Ű ɜ 
ɔ ŮɜɜŬɜ Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) (Matthew  5:22, 18:9).   Jesus referred to a furnace of 
fire,  where unbelievers go and experience weeping and gnashing of teeth 
(Matthew  13:42 and 13:50). 
 

5.1.1.1 Pentecost . At Pentecost, the apostles experienced tongues as of fire  
(“ɔɚ ůůŬɘ ůŮ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) distributing  themselves and resting upon each one 
(Acts 2:3). 
 

5.1.1.2 Stephen . Stephen preached about an angel appearing to Moses in  the 
flame (“űɚɞɔ“) of fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ“) at the burning  bush (Acts 7:30; Exodus 3:2). 
 

5.1.1.3 Paul . Paul spoke about heaping coals of fire  (“ɜɗɟŬəŬɠ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) 
upon an enemy’s head by helping him  (Romans 12:20). Paul also described 
a man being saved as through  fir e (“ɠ ŭɘ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) if  his work is burned up 
(1 Corinthians  3:5). 
 

5.1.1.4 Hebrews . In  Hebrews we learn that  more about fire.  
 
5.1.1.4.1 Angels . God’s angels are a flame of fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ űɚ ɔŬ“). 
 
5.1.1.4.2 Terrifying  Expectation . Unbelievers face a terrifyi ng expectation 
of judgment  (“əɟ ůŮɤɠ“) and zealous fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ ɕ ɚɞɠñïñ˸ ˒˞ ˋˮ ˏ˵“) about to 
consume the adversaries (“ůɗ Ůɘɜ ɛ ɚɚɞɜŰɞɠ Űɞ ɠ ˊŮɜŬɜŰ ɞɡɠï
 ˫ ˗ː˪ ˋ˩˞˔˸ ́˧ ˑ˶ ˓˴ ̅ ː˞“) (Hebrews 10:27; Isaiah 26:11; see also the use of Acts 24:25 
with  coming (“ɛɚɚɞɜŰɞɠ“) judgment  and 2 Timothy  4: 1 with  infinitive) . 
5.1.1.4.3 Old  Testament  Saints . Old Testament saints quenched the power 
of fire  (“ŭ ɜŬɛɘɜ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) (Hebrews 11:34).  
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5.1.1.5 Peter . Peter described our faith  as tested by fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ”) (1 Peter 
1:7). 
 

5.1.1.6 Jude . Jude provided insight  into  eternal fire.  
 
5.1.1.6.1 Examples . Jude revealed that  Sodom and Gomorrah are exhibited  
as examples in  undergoing the punishment  of eternal fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ Ŭ ɤɜ ɞɡ“) 
(Jude 1:7). 
 
5.1.1.6.2 Saving  Others . Judge urged saving others, “snatching them out of 
fire” (“ə ˊɡɟ ɠ ɟˊ ɕɞɜŰŮɠ“) (Jude 1:23). 
 

5.1.1.7 Revelation .  The Book of Revelation contains many references to 
fire:   
 
5.1.1.7.1 Eyes . The Son of God has eyes like a flame of fire  (“űɚ ɝ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) 
(Revelation 1:14, 19:12 and 2:18 (“űɚ ɔŬ ˊɡɟ ɠ“). 
 
5.1.1.7.2 Gold . God urges us to buy from  Him  gold refined by fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ“).  
 
5.1.1.7.3 ; Lamps . Seven lamps of fire  (“ɚŬɛˊ ŭŮɠ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) burn  before the 
throne (Revelation 4:5). 
 
5.1.1.7.4 Altar . An angel took fire  from  the altar.  (ˊɡɟ ɠ Űɞ ɗɡůɘŬůŰɖɟ ɞɡ“). 
 
5.1.1.7.5 Mouth . A third  of mankind  dies from  the fire  (“Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“), smoke 
and brimstone  proceeding from  the mouth  the two hundred  million  
horsemen (Revelation 9:18). 
 
5.1.1.7.6 Feet . The Rainbow Angel had feet like pill ars of fire  
(“ůŰ ɚɞɘ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) (Revelation 10:1). 
 
5.1.1.7.7 Power .  An angel came out from  the altar  having power over fire  
(“ɢɤɜ ɝɞɡůŬɜ  ́Űɞ ˊɡɟɠ “). 
 
5.1.1.7.8 The Lake  of  Fire . The wicked, great and small, all go to the Lake 
of Fire (“Ű ɜ ɚ ɛɜɖɜ Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) (Revelation 19:20; 20:10,14,15). 
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5.1.3 Summary  of  Fire  and  Flame . The term “fire” has a variety of 
meanings in  the New Testament. Context, as always, makes a difference. 
 
 • Gehenna burns with  fire.  
 

• At Pentecost, the apostles experienced tongues of fire.  
 
• Moses saw a flame of fire  at the burning  bush.  
 
• Paul taught that  you can heap coals of fire  upon an enemy’s head   

when you help him.  
 
• God’s angels are flames of fire.  
 
• Unbeli evers face a zealous fire  and judgment.  
 
• Some saints quenched the power of fire.  
 
• Our faith  can be tested by fire.  
 
• Sodom and Gomorrah presently suffer punishment  of eternal fire . 
 
• God snatches believers out of fire.  
 
• Jesus has eyes like a flame of fire.  
 
• Fire refines gold. 
 
• The altar  in  heaven has fire.  
 
• Some horses have fire  proceeding from  their  mouths. 
 
• At least one strong angel has feet like pillars  of fire.  
 
• At least one angel has power over fire.  
 
• The Lake of Fire awaits the devil, all anti -Christs, all false prophets,  

all unbelievers, Hades, and Death. 
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Unquenchable  Fire  

 
5.2 The  Means  of  Suffering .  Unquenchable fire  describes the means of 
suffering awaiting every unbeliever.  
 

5.2.1 The  Wheat  and  The  Chaff . John the Baptist made a detailed 
prophesy about Jesus, detailing  the activity of Jesus before and after death 
(Matthew 3:12; Luke 3:17). 
 
5.2.1.1. Winnowing  Fork . Jesus had His winnowing  fork  in  His hand. 
 
5.2.1.2 Threshing  Floor . Jesus will  thoroughly  clear His threshing floor . 
 
5.2.1.3 Barn . Jesus will   gather His wheat into  His barn. 
 
5.2.1.4 Unquenchable  Fire . Jesus will  burn  the chaff with  unquenchable 
fire  (“Ű ɢɡɟɞɜ əŬŰŬəŬ ůŮɘ ˊɡɟ ůɓ ůŰ.“)  

      
 

5.2.2  Your  Hand  and  Stumbling . Jesus taught that  people must take all  
necessary measures to avoid going to Hell,  and into  its unquenchable fire  
(“Ů ɠ Ű ˊ ɟ Ű ůɓŮůŰɞɜñ)(Mark  9:43). In  contrast to John the 
Baptist’s  focus upon the activity  of Jesus in  sending people to safety or to 
unquenchable fire,  Jesus Himself  warned people how to avoid the 
unquenchable fire  of Hell.  Jesus made it  personal and individual.  If  your 
hand causes you to stumble (“ůəŬɜŭŬɚ ɕ“), then it  is better to enter life  
crippled,  that  than to have two hands and go into  Hell, with  its unquenchable 
fire.   
 

5.2.3 Summary  of  Unquenchable  Fire .  Hell  has unquenchable fire,  but 
unquenchable fire  also describes the means of suffering and a place where 
the chaff is burned up, which may not be Hell.  
 

• Jesus begins the work of separating the wheat (believers) from  the 
chaff (unbelievers) immediately.  
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 • Jesus will  winnow  every person on earth. 
 

• Jesus will  gather His people into  His place of safe keeping. 
 

• Jesus will  burn  up the unbelievers with  unquenchable fire,  and the 
unbelievers never enter the safe place. 
 

• Jesus described a likely  future  event: your hand will  make you 
stumble. Because you will  likely  stumble, you must appreciate the certain 
outcome of unquenchable fire.  Your only hope lies in  Jesus saving you from  
the unquenchable fire.  
 

• Jesus described a likely  future  event: your hand will  make you 
stumble. Because you will  likely  stumble, you must appreciate the certain 
outcome of unquenchable fire.  Your only hope lies in  Jesus saving you from  
the unquenchable fire.  
 

• Jesus warned that  you should cut off your hand to avoid the 
unquenchable fire  of Hell.  
 

• Jesus meant that  it  would be better to be crippled  and enter life,  than 
have your whole body go into  Hell.   
 

• People enter into  (“Ů ůŮɚɗŮ ɜ“) the life  (“Ű ɜ ɕɤ ɜ“), and they go 

(“́ ŮɚɗŮ ɜ“) into  Hell.  Here, they are not cast into  Hell  (compare Mark  9:45). 
The term “go” (“́ ŮɚɗŮ ɜ“) often means to go away from,  and so here it  
implies  that  the unbeliever goes away to Hell  and the unquenchable fire.  The 
time of departure to Hell  seems the moment  of death, with  no intermediate  
stop before reaching Hell.  Jesus denounced the scribes and Pharisees for  
hindering  people who are entering the kingdom  of heaven right  then. 
Therefore, we know that  believers enter the kingdom  of heaven during  their  
lifetime  on earth  (see Violence and the Kingdom of Heaven) (Matthew  
23:13). 
 

• Jesus emphasized personal responsibility  for  avoiding Hell, by taking 
drastic action while alive to avoid stumbling  into  Hell.  
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Eternal  Fire  
 

5.3 Punishment . The phrase “eternal fire” also describes another means of 
punishment  of the wicked. 
 

5.3.1 Sodom  and  Gomorrah . At the time Jude wrote his New Testament 
book, Sodom and Gomorrah are exhibited  (“́ɟɧəŮɘɜŰŬɘ”–present passive 
indicative)  as undergoing (“́ ɏɢɞɡůŬɘ“–present active participle)  the 
punishment  (“ŭ əɖɜ“) of eternal fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ Ŭ ɤɜɑɞɡ“) (Jude 1:7). Therefore, 
piecing the chronology together, we know that  Sodom and Gomorrah suffer 
eternal fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ Ŭ ɤɜ ɞɡ“) already, even (a) before Jesus separates the 
sheep and the goats at the beginning of His Millennial  Reign upon earth;  and 
(b) before the Great White  Throne Judgment;   and (c) before Death and 
Hades are thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. 

 

5.3.2 Stumbling . Jesus taught that  it  is better to enter life  crippled  than to 
have two hands or two feet and be cast into  “the eternal fire  (“Ű ˊ ɟ Ű 
Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“) (Matthew  18:8). 

 

5.3.3 The  Devil  and  His  Angels . Jesus taught that  “the eternal fire” has 
been prepared for  the devil and his angels.  In  the future,  Jesus will  separate 
the sheep (believers) from  the goats (unbelievers) when He sits on His 
Millennial  Throne on earth.  Jesus described the unbelievers as “accursed 
one” (“ɞ əŬŰɖɟŬɛ ɜɞɘ“) who must depart from  Me (“́ɞɟŮ ŮůɗŮ ˊô 
ɛɞ“)  into  the “eternal fire” (“Ů ɠ Ű ˊ ɟ Ű Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“) prepared for  the devil 

and his angels (Matthew  25:41). 
 
  

5.3.4 Conclusion . When Jesus sits upon His Millennial  Throne on earth, 
He will  separate the sheep from  the goats. The goats enter the “eternal fire” 
at least a thousand years before the Great White  Judgment. We also know 
that  Hades burns with  “eternal fire” today, because Sodom and Gomorrah 
serve as present examples of suffering in  “eternal fire,” and they are in  Hades 
today. 

  • The unbelievers from  Sodom and Gomorrah experience “eternal 
fire” today. 
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• The unbelievers from  Sodom and Gomorrah serve as an example of 
punishment  today. 

 

• People make decisions about eternal life  and “eternal fire”  while  
living  on earth.  

 

• “Eternal fire” is so terrible  that  people should take severe action to 
avoid experiencing “eternal fire.” 

 

 • The “eternal fire” was prepared for  the devil and his angels. 
 

• Unbelievers go into  “eternal fire” as the “accursed ones.” 
 

• Unbelievers go into  the “eternal fire” at the beginning of the 
Millennial  Reign of Christ on earth. 

 

 
 

Furnace   of  Fire  
 
5.4 Place  of  Punishment . Jesus described a furnace of fire  (“Ű ɜ ə ɛɘɜɞɜ 
Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“) as a place of punishment  of the wicked. Notice this furnace of 
fire  does not annihilate  its prisoners, but rather  they undergo weeping and 
gnashing of teeth with  conscious punishment.  
 

5.4.1 Gathering  Out . When Jesus returns  to earth to begin His Millennial  
Reign at the end of the age (“Ű ůɡɜŰŮɚŮ Űɞ Ŭ ɜɞɠ“), He will  send forth  
His angels to gather out of His kingdom  all stumbling  blocks and those who 
commit  lawlessness. Angels will  throw  them into  the furnace of fire  (“Ů ɠ Ű ɜ 
ə ɛɘɜɞɜ Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“), and in  that  place there will  be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth (Matthew  13:40-50). 
 

5.4.2 Summary  of  the  Furnace  of  Fire . The furnace of fire  describes a 
place where the unbelievers go and experience weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. At the time the angels gather out of the Millennial  Kingdom of Christ  
all stumbling  blocks and those who commit  lawlessness, the saints inhabit  
the Millennial  Kingdom of Christ. The time here suggests that  as the 
Millennial  Kingdom starts, the unbelievers are cast into  the furnace of fire,  
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at least a thousand years before the Great White  Throne judgment.  
Therefore, we know that  Hades must contain the furnace of fire  because 
unbelievers go to Hades before they go to the Great White  Judgment. 
Furthermore,  the rich  man was buried  and went to Hades, where he suffered 
in  flame (“Ű űɚɞɔ“) (Luke 16:24), which seems very similar  to the furnace 
of fire.   
 

• At the end of the age, Jesus sends angels. 
 

• The angels gather up the stumbling  blocks and lawless people and 
deliver them to the furnace of fire.  
 

• The furnace of fire  is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

• The righteous remain and shine forth  as the sun in  the Kingdom of 
the Father. 

 
 
 

 

Outer  Darkness  

5.5 Environment . Jesus described a place of outer darkness for  the wicked. 
 

5.5.1 Weeping  and  Gnashing  of  Teeth . Jesus described a place of outer 
darkness (“Ű ůə Űɞɠ Ű ɝ ŰŮɟɞɜ“), and it  is a place of weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
 

5.5.2 Sons  of  the  Kingdom .  Jesus explained that  people from  east and 
west will  come and recline at table with  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom  of heaven. At that  time,  the sons of the kingdom  will  be cast out into  
the outer darkness (“əɓɚɖɗ ůɞɜŰŬɘ Ů ɠ Ű ůə Űɞɠ Ű ɝ ŰŮɟɞɜ“); in  that  
place there will  be (“ůŰŬɘ“) weeping and gnashing of teeth (“ əɚŬɡɗɛ ɠ əŬ 

 ɓɟɡɔɛ ɠ Ű ɜ ŭ ɜŰɤɜ“) (Matthew  8:12). 
 
  

5.5.3 The  Improperly  Attired . Jesus said that  many are called (“əɚɖŰɞ“), 
but few are chosen (“əɚŮəŰɞ“). He meant that  people invited  to the wedding 
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feast must be dressed appropriately.  Mere attendance is not enough. If  you 
attend the wedding feast after being compelled to come, you still  must wear 
appropriate  wedding clothes. If  not, then the king will  command the servants 
(“Űɞ ɠ ŭɘŬə ɜɞɘ“) to bind  you hand and foot (“ŭ ůŬɜŰŮɠ Ŭ Űɞ ˊ ŭŬɠ əŬ 
ɢŮ ɟŬɠ“), and throw  (“əɓ ɚŮŰŮ“) you into  the outer darkness (“Ů ɠ Ű ůə Űɞɠ 
Ű ɝŰŮɟɞɜ“).  In  that  place, there will  be (“ůŰŬɘ“) weeping and gnashing of 
teeth (“ əɚŬɡɗɛ ɠ əŬ  ɓɟɡɔɛ ɠ Ű ɜ ŭ ɜŰɤɜ“)  (Matthew  22:13). 
See Many Are Called, Few Chosen. 
 

5.5.4 The  Worthless  Slave . A Master went on a journey and left  His slaves 
various amounts of money. When He returned,  He received an accounting 
from  each of His slaves entrusted with  His money. One of the slaves knew 
His master’s rules for  investing and ignored them and buried  the money in  
the ground. The Master then confronted  the worthless slave for  His 
disobedience. The Master said to the worthless slave, “By the words of  your 
mouth,  I  will  judge (“əɟɘɜ“) you” (Luke 19:22). Then the Master ordered his 
servants: Throw out (”əɓ ɚŮŰŮ“) the worthless slave (“Ű ɜ ɢɟŮ ɞɜ ŭɞ ɚɞɜ“) 
into  the outer darkness (“Ů ɠ Ű ůə Űɞɠ Ű ɝ ŰŮɟɞɜ“); in  that  place there will  
be weeping and gnashing of teeth (“əŮ ůŰŬɘ  əɚŬɡɗɛɠ əŬ  ɓɟɡɔɛ ɠ Ű ɜ 
ŭ ɜŰɤɜ“)  (Matthew  25:30).  

 

 • The phrase “outer darkness” only occurs with  the phrase “weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” 
 

• The phrase “weeping and gnashing of teeth” occurs with  “furnace of 
fire” and the place of the hypocrit es. 

 

• The phrase “outer darkness” is only used in connection with  the 
return  of Christ to begin His Millennial  Reign on earth. 

 

• The unbelievers, including  the sons of the kingdom,  on earth leave 
the kingdom  of heaven and are cast into  the “outer darkness,” the place of 
“weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

 

• People only enter into  the “outer darkness” by being cast there. 
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• Disobedience to the Master and ignoring  His rules leads to being 
cast into  the outer darkness, with  weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
• Entering  the place of “outer darkness” means you were called, but 

not chosen, to enter the wedding feast. 
 

• People entering the “outer darkness” go there with  bodies, including  
hands and feet. 

 

• At the command of the Son of God, His angels “throw” the 
unbelievers into  the “outer darkness.” 

 
 

 

Weeping  and  Gnashing  of  Teeth  
 

5.6 Sorrow  and  Suffering . Jesus also described the sorrow and suffering 
of the wicked as weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

5.6.1 The  Sons  of  the  Kingdom .  In  the future,  many will  come from east 
and west and recline with  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom  of 
heaven. In  contrast, the sons of the kingdom  will  be thrown  out of the 
kingdom  and cast into  the outer darkness (“əɓɚɖɗ ůɞɜŰŬɘ Ů ɠ Ű ůə Űɞɠ Ű 
ɝ ŰŮɟɞɜ“); in  that  place there will  be weeping and gnashing of teeth (“ 
əɚŬɡɗɛ ɠ əŬ  ɓɟɡɔɛ ɠ Ű ɜ ŭ ɜŰɤɜ“) (Matthew  8:12; Luke 13:22). 
 

5.6.2 The  Tares . Jesus used parables to describe many important  doctrines. 
Jesus talked about the wheat (believers) and the tares (unbelievers). The 
wheat and the tares grow together in  a field  (the world).  When harvest comes, 
then the angels remove the tares and throw  them into  the furnace of fire.  In  
the furnace of fire,  there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. With  the tares 
gone, the believers shine forth  in  the kingdom  of God (Matthew  13:42, 50). 
 
5.6.3 The  Parable  of   the  Wedding  Feast . Jesus said that  many are 
called, but few are chosen. He means that  people invited  to the wedding feast 
must be dressed appropriately.  Mere attendance is not enough. If  you attend 
the wedding feast after being compelled to come, you still  must wear 
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appropriate  wedding clothes. If  not, then the King will  bind  you hand and 
foot, and throw  you into  the outer darkness. There will  be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth (Matthew  22:13). The parable apparently describes the 
people of Israel rejecting Jesus as Messiah, and then God compelling  gentiles 
to come into  the kingdom,  but even the gentiles must have faith  to be saved. 
See Many Are Called, Few Chosen. 
 

5.6.4 The  Unfaithful  Slave . The Master left  His slave to run  His house 
while He was away. That slave beat His fellow slaves and ate and drank with  
drunkards.  When the Master returned on a day and hour the slave did not 
expect, the Master cut that  slave in  pieces and assigned him  a place with  the 
hypocrites. In  that  place of the hypocrites, there will  be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth (Matthew  24:51).  The context here concerns the Son of 
Man coming at an hour no one expects (Matthew  24:44).  Therefore, when 
the Master (Jesus) returns  (M illennial  Kingdom),  Jesus will  deal with  
that   unfaithful  slave. The passage applies to the world,  just as the flood 
judgment  came upon the world  in  Noah’s day (Matthew  24:38-39). 
Unbelievers will  be cut to pieces for  beating their  fellow slaves, and eating 
and drinking  with  drunkards.  
 

5.6.5 The  Parable  of  the  Talents . As above, a Master went on a journey 
and left  His slaves various amounts of money. When He returned,  He 
received an accounting from  each of His slaves entrusted with  His money. 
One of the slaves who knew His master’s rules for  investing ignored them 
and buried  the money in  the ground. The Master then confronted  the 
worthless slave for  His disobedience. The Master said He would judge the 
worthless slave by His own words. Then the Master ordered his servants: 
Throw out (”əɓ ɚŮŰŮ“) the worthless slave (“Ű ɜ ɢɟŮ ɞɜ ŭɞ ɚɞɜ“) into  the 
outer darkness (“Ů ɠ Ű ůə Űɞɠ Ű ɝ ŰŮɟɞɜ“); in  that  place there will  be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth (“əŮ ůŰŬɘ  əɚŬɡɗɛ ɠ əŬ  ɓɟɡɔɛ ɠ Ű ɜ 
ŭ ɜŰɤɜ“)  (M atthew 25:30).  This parable describes rewards for  the faithful  

and the punishment  of the wicked when Jesus starts His Millennial  Reign 
upon the Earth. The unfaithful  people all over the world  will  be cast out into  
the outer darkness, the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

5.6.6 The  Parable  of  the   Dragnet . Jesus likened the kingdom  of heaven 
to a dragnet. The catch was separated into  good and bad fish. Similarly,  at 
the end of the age, the angels will  come forth  and take out the wicked among 
the right eous. The wicked will  be thrown  into the furnace of fire,  the place of 
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weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew  13:47-52). The dragnet moves 
through  the whole world  and God will  separate the wicked and the righteous. 
The dragnet sweeps continuously  through  the world,  with  believers entering 
the kingdom.  
 

5.6.7 The  Narrow  Door . Jesus warned His contemporaries to enter 
through  the narrow  door. Once the Lord  of the House closes the door, those 
people outside beg to be let in,  claiming  they ate and drank with  him,  and 
listened to His teaching in  their  streets. Then the Lord  will  say to them: 
“Depart from  me, all you evildoers.” In  that  place there will  be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth when they see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in  the kingdom  of God, but they are being thrown  out. People from  
east and west, north  and south will  recline with  them in the kingdom  of God. 
Some who are first  will  be last and the last shall be first  (Matthew  13:22-30).  
The Jewish contemporaries of Jesus mostly rejected Him,  but people from  
all over the world  (Gentiles) will  receive Him  as Savior  and spend time with  
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the prophets in  the Kingdom of God. Just as 
the rich  man saw Lazarus in  the bosom of Abraham, so also these 
contemporaries will  see the patriarchs  and prophets of Israel enjoying the 
kingdom  of God with  Gentiles. 
  
5.6.8 The  New  Covenant  and  the  Conversion  of  the  Remnant  of  
Israel . In  Zechariah 12, shortly  before Messiah returns  to the Mount  of 
Olives to slay His enemies and establish His Millennial  Kingdom,  God will  
pour out the Spirit  of grace and of supplication  upon the inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem. Zechariah also revealed that  only one third  of Israel will  survive 
the Tribulation  (Zechariah 13:8). When Jesus returns,  then all of surviving  
Israel, from  the least of them to the greatest of them will  be saved, and enjoy 
the blessing of the New Covenant with  the house of Israel (Jeremiah 31:31-
34; Hebrews 8:7-13). Therefore, we know that  the people of Israel alive when 
Jesus returns  to earth will  all be saved and will  not be removed from  the 
kingdom.  They will  not be unfaithful,  but faithful  when Jesus returns,  from  
the least of them to greatest of them.  As we interpret  parables and stories in  
the Bible, we should be careful to remember that  all of the survivors of Israel 
will  be saved when Jesus returns  to earth for  His Millennial  Reign. 
 
5.6 Summary  of  Weeping  and  Gnashing  of  Teeth . The sorrow and 
suffering of weeping and gnashing of teeth occurs in  connection with  the 
outer darkness and the furnace of fire  and the place of the hypocrites. 
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• In  the future,  the sons of the kingdom  who did not believe in  Jesus 
will  be cast into  the outer darkness. 

 
• The outer darkness is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
• The furnace of fire  is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
• Unbelievers in  the furnace of fire  have teeth. 
 

• Unbelievers go to the furnace of fire  when the believers shine in  the 
kingdom  of God. 

 
• The King sends some people into  the outer darkness bound hand and 

foot.  

 
• Unbelievers have hands and feet in  the outer darkness. 

 
• Unbelievers have hands and feet as they are weeping and gnashing 

their  teeth. 
 

• Having cut unfaithful  slaves into  pieces, He then assigns them a place 
with  the hypocrites.  

 
• In  that  place of the hypocrites, there is weeping and gnashing of teeth 

 

• Jesus demands obedience to His commands. 
 

• Jesus requires fiduciaries  to follow  His investing rules. 
 

• Jesus orders worthless slaves to be cast into  the outer darkness. 
 

• The outer darkness is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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• Unbelievers go into  the outer darkness at the time they are judged by 

Jesus as He returns  after His journey.  
 
 
 

Thrown  into  Fire  

5.7 Thrown . Some unbelievers are thrown  (“ɓ ɚɚŮŰŬɘ”) into  the fire,  
including  some thrown  into  the furnace of fire.   
 

5.7.1 The  Axe . John the Baptist looked upon the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to him  for  baptism. John the Baptist warned them that  “the axe is 
already laid (“ŭɖ  əŮ ŰŬɘ“) at the root  of the trees.” Every tree that  does not 
bear good fruit  is cut down (“əə ˊŰŮŰŬɘ“) and thrown  (“ɓ ɚɚŮŰŬɘ“) into  fire  
(“Ů ɠ ˊ ɟ“) (Matthew  3:10; Luke 3:9).  
 

5.7.2 Good  Fruit . Jesus warned against false prophets who do not bear 
good fruit.  Every tree that  does not bear good fruit  is cut down (“əə ˊŰŮŰŬɘ“) 
and thrown  into  fir e (“Ů ɠ ˊ ɟ ɓ ɚɚŮŰŬɘ“)(Matthew 7:19; Luke 3:9; see also 
Luke 13:6-9: John 15:6). 
  
5.7.3 Gathering  Out . When Jesus returns  to earth to begin His Millennial  
Reign at the end of the age (“Ű ůɡɜŰŮɚŮ Űɞ Ŭ ɜɞɠ“), He will  send forth  
His angels to gather out of His kingdom  all stumbling  blocks and those who 
commit  lawlessness. The angels will  throw  them into  the furnace of fire  (“Ů ɠ 
Ű ɜ ə ɛɘɜɞɜ Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“), and in  that  place there will  be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth (Matthew  13:40-50). 
 

5.7.4 Stumbling . Jesus taught that  it  is better to enter life  crippled  than to 
have two hands or two feet and be cast into  “the eternal fire  (“Ű ˊ ɟ Ű 
Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“) (Matthew  18:8). 
 

5.7.4.1  Your  Hand  and  Stumbling . Jesus taught that  people must take 
all necessary measures to avoid going to Hell,  and into  its unquenchable fire  
(“Ů ɠ Ű ˊ ɟ Ű ůɓŮůŰɞɜ“) (Mark  9:43-48). If  your hand causes you to 
stumble spiritually,  then cut it  off now. Once you die, you will  go to Hell,  
where your worm will  not die.  
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5.7.5 The  Wheat  and  The  Chaff . As above, John the Baptist made a 
detailed prophesy about Jesus, detailing  the activity of Jesus before and after 
death (Matthew 3:12; Luke 3:17). 
 
5.7.5.1. Winnowing  Fork . Jesus had His winnowing  fork  in  His hand. 
 
5.7.5.2 Threshing  Floor . Jesus wil l thoroughly  clear His threshing floor . 
 
5.7.5.3 Barn . Jesus will   gather His wheat into  His barn. 
 
5.7.5.4 Unquenchable  Fire . Jesus will  burn  the chaff with  unquenchable 
fire  (“Ű ɢɡɟɞɜ əŬŰŬəŬ ůŮɘ ˊɡɟ ůɓ ůŰ.“)  
 

5.7.6 Branches . Jesus said: If  anyone does not abide in  Me (“ ɜ ɛ  Űɘɠ ɛ ɜ 
ɜ ɛɞ“), He is thrown  away (“ɓɚ ɗɖ ɝɤ“) as a branch and dries up 

(“ɝɖɟ ɜɗɖ”); and they gather (“ůɡɜ ɔɞɡůɘɜ“) them, and cast them 
(“ɓ ɚɚɞɡůɘɜ”) into  the fire  (“Ů ɠ Ű ˊ ɟ“) and they are burned up (“əŬ ŮŰŬɘ”) 
(John 15:6).  
 
5.7.7 The  Mark  of  the  Beast . Everyone who receives the Mark  of the Beast 
and worships his image shall be tormented  (“ɓŬůŬɜɘůɗ ůŮŰŬɘ“) with  fire  and 
brimstone  (“ɜ ˊɡɟ əŬ ɗŮ“) in  the presence of the holy angels and in  the 
presence of the Lamb (Revelation 14:10-11; compare 2 Thessalonians 1:5). 
And the smoke of their  torment  goes up forever and ever (“Ů ɠ Ŭ ɜŬɠ Ŭ ɜɤɜ 
ɜŬɓŬ ɜŮɘ“) and they have no rest, day and night.  The phrase “day and night” 

occurs in  Revelation 4:8;  7:15; 8:12; 12:10; 14:11; 20:10–“day and night” may 
be a symbolic use of the phrase to mean continuous).  Brimstone  
(“ɗŮ“) occurs in  Revelation 14:10; 19:20; and 22:18–all referring  to the 
Lake of Fire. Notably,  with  the Sixth Trumpet,  three plagues issue forth,  and 
fire  and brimstone  proceed from  the mouth of the horses (Revelation 14:17-
18; see also the destruction  of Sodom, when fire  and brimstone  rained from  
heaven and destroyed them all (Luke 17:29). 
 
5.7.9 Summary  of  Thrown  into  the  Fire . Being thrown  into  the fire  
always means something bad is happening. The fire  describes intense 
suffering.  
 

¶  People who do not bear good fruit  are cut down. 
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¶ After  being cut down (death), then they are thrown  into  the fire.  
 

¶ False prophets are cut down (death) because they do not bear good 
fruit.  

 

¶ After  being cut down, false prophets are thrown  into  the fire.  
 

¶ People who stumble spiritually  are thrown  with  bodies (hands and 
feet) into  the eternal fire.  

 

¶ At the beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ,  King Jesus will  
send forth  His angels to gather out of His kingdom  all unbelievers, including  
stumbling  blocks and those who commit  lawlessness. 

 

¶ Having been cast out, they are thrown  into  the furnace of fire.  
 

¶ The fur nace of fire  is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

¶ People who stumble spiritually  are cast into  Hell.  

 

¶ People go to Hell  because they have failed and stumbled.  

 

¶ Hell  is a place of unquenchable fire.  

 

¶ People in  Hell  continue to suffer into  eternity,  because their  worm 
does not die and the fire  is unquenchable 

 

¶ Jesus has already begun to remove the unbelievers from  the 
believers. 

 

¶ Jesus will  remove all the unbelievers. 
 

¶ The unbelievers never go into  the safe place (barn)  of Jesus. 
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¶ Jesus will  burn  the chaff (unbelievers) with  unquenchable fire.  

 

¶ All  people who do not abide in  Jesus (unbelievers) are thrown  away. 
 

¶ After  they have been thrown  out, they are cast into  the fire  and 
gathered together and burned.  

 

¶ All  people receiving the Mark  of the Beast and worshiping  his image 
shall be tormented  with  fire  and brimstone  in the presence of the holy angels 
and the Lamb. 

 

¶ This special torment  seems similar  to the fire  and brimstone  of the 
Lake of Fire, but this torment  has a special audience. Perhaps the holy angels 
and the Lamb looked upon the Lake of Fire with  these people there. Please 
recall that  the unbelievers go to Hades first,  and then they are judged at the 
Great White Throne, and then cast into  the Lake of Fire. 

 

¶ These people have no rest day or night . This may be a clue that  they 
are not in  the Lake of Fire when they experience this suffering,  but see 
Revelation 20:10, where people suffer in  the Lake of Fire “day and night,” 
and heaven and earth have already fled away. 

 

 

 

Cut  Down  and  Thrown  into  Fire  
 

5.8  Good  Fruit . God expects every human being to produce good fruit.  He 
cuts down every tree that  does not and casts each one into  fire.  

 
5.8.1 The  Axe . John the Baptist looked upon the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to him  for  baptism. John the Baptist warned them that  “the axe is 
already laid (“ŭɖ  əŮ ŰŬɘ“) at the root  of the trees.” Every tree that  does not 
bear good fruit  is cut down (“əə ˊŰŮŰŬɘ“) and thrown  (“ɓ ɚɚŮŰŬɘ“) into  fire  
(“Ů ɠ ˊ ɟ“) (Matthew  3:10). 
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5.8.2 Trees  an d Fruit . Jesus warned against false prophets who do not 
bear good frui t. Every tree that  does not bear good fruit  is cut down 
(“əə ˊŰŮŰŬɘ“) and thrown  into  fire  (“Ů ɠ ˊ ɟ ɓ ɚɚŮŰŬɘ“)(Matthew 7:19; Luke 
3:9; see also Luke 13:6-9: John 15:6).  
 

5.8.3 The  Example  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah . Peter indicated the Lord  
keeps the unbelievers of Sodom and Gomorrah under punishment  for  the 
day of judgment.  Notice that  even before the future  Day of  Judgment (“Ů ɠ 
ɛ ɟŬɜ əɟ ůŮɤɠ“), the unbelievers of Sodom and Gomorrah were kept under 

punishment (“əɞɚŬɕɞɛ ɜɞɡɠ ŰɖɟŮ ɜ“) in  the “eternal fire” as they await the 
Day of Judgment in  the future.  While  those unbelievers wait  for  the Day of 
Judgment, they suffer the punishment  of eternal flames. Peter also described 
Sodom and Gomorrah as examples of punishment.  In  2 Peter 2:6, God 
condemned (“əŬŰ əɟɘɜŮɜ“) Sodom and Gomorrah  to destruction  
(“əŬŰŬůŰɟɞű“) by reducing them to ashes (“ŰŮűɟ ůŬɠ“), having made an 
example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter. Notice that  those 
unbelievers have already been reduced to ashes on earth (2 Peter 2:6), but 
after death on earth they continue their  existence with  bodies in  a place of 
punishment,  suffering eternal fire.  Where is this place of punishment  in 
eternal flames where unbelievers go after death while they wait  for  the future  
day of judgment? Jesus provided clear teaching concerning the place where 
unbelievers go as they await judgment.  Jesus also taught that  it  would be 
more tolerable for  the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than any city that  
rejected His chosen messengers (Matthew  10:15). Within  that  same context 
of sending out His messengers, Jesus explained that  they should not fear 
those who kill  the body, but are unable to kill  the soul; but rather  fear Him  
who is able to destroy both soul and body in  Hell  (Matthew  10:28).  
 
5.8.4 Summary  of  Cut  Dow n  and  Thrown  into  Fire . Cut down and 
thrown  into  the fire  means that  the unbeliever has run  out of time to receive 
Christ  as Savior. Judgment comes with  their  forceful  demise and placement 
into  fire.  
 

•  The lack of good fruit  causes the axe to cut down the tree.  
 

• The cutting  down takes place immediately.  
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• Once cut down, the trees go straight  into  the fire.  

 

• The unbelievers are thrown  into  the fire.  

 

• Jesus expects every tree to bear good fruit.  

 

• Every tree that  does not bear good fruit  is cut down. 
 

• Once cut down, the tree is thrown  into  fire.  

 

• Sodom and Gomorrah serve as examples of sin producing  suffering  
after death. 

 

• Although  God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah centuries ago, 
they  experience eternal fire  today. 

 

• The eternal fire  burns in  Hades today. 
 

• The unbelievers of Sodom and Gomorrah wait  for  the Day of 
Judgment, yet future  from  today. 

 

5.9 Summary  of  Suffering  in  the  Afterlife .  Therefore, putting  the 
evidence together, we know that  both the cities of Capernaum and Sodom 
descended into  Hades, where they suffered punishment  before the future  
Day of Judgment. If  Sodom suffered the punishment  of eternal flames, so 
also must Capernaum who faced a greater judgment  for  its greater evil deeds. 
We also know that  a reference to eternal fire  (“́ɡɟɠ Ŭ ɤɜ ɞɡ“) does not 
always mean the Lake of Fire;  Hades also burns with  eternal fire  (Jude 1:7 
combined with  Matthew  11:24-25). Hades is the place where all unbelievers 
go to await the Day of Judgment.  So, putting  all that  information  together, 
although God condemned Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes and earthly 
destruction,  they still  faced a future  judgment.  While  the cities of Sodom, 
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Gomorrah and Capernaum waited for  the Day of Judgment to arrive (they 
are still  waiting  today), they suffer the punishment  of eternal flames in  
Hades.  Because Sodom and Gomorrah awaited future  judgment  while kept 
in  the punishment  of eternal flames, it  seems likely  that  Capernaum, facing 
a greater judgment , would suffer likewise in  eternal flames. In  passing, we 
must note that the Lake of Fire only receives inhabitants  in  the Book of 
Revelation. In  Revelation 19, when the Lord  Jesus returns  to earth, the beast 
and the false prophet  are seized and thrown  into  the Lake of Fire, which 
burns with  brimstone  (Revelation 19:20). After the Millennial  Reign of 
Christ, and after the Final  Rebellion instigated by Satan after he was let loose 
from  the bottomless pit,  Satan was thrown  into  the Lake of Fire and 
brimstone  (Revelation 20:10), where he will  be tormented  day and night  
forever. At that  point,  the only beings known to be in  the Lake of Fire are the 
beast, the false prophet,  and Satan. Only after heaven and earth have fled 
away, unsaved humanity  appears before the Great White  Throne for  
judgment.  At that  time,  Death and Hades give up the dead which are in  them 
and they appear before Jesus as He sits on the Great White  Throne. Only 
unbelievers appear there, and they are all sentenced to the Lake of Fire (John 
4:24; Revelation 20:11-15).  



 

 

Section  Six  

The  Resurrection  to  Life  
and  the  Resurrection  to  

Judgment  
 

 
 

Have you ever asked yourself: If  I  have eternal life,  why would I  need 
resurrection? After  Lazarus died, Jesus explained to his sister Martha   how 
eternal life  relates to resurrection.  Jesus loved Mary,  Martha,  and Lazarus.
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 Jesus told  Martha:  “I AM the resurrection  and the life.” Jesus then 
defined the terms “resurrection” and “life” (John 11:25). Jesus declared that  
everyone will  be resurrected. The believers will  go to the Resurrection of Life 
and the unbelievers will  go to the Resurrection of Judgment. Both the 
righteous and the wicked will  be resurrected. He provided details on timing  
and substance. Jesus also defined the terms resurrection  and life.   Often 
Jesus discussed theology in the context of specific events in  the lives and 
deaths of specific people. 

 

6.1 The  Healing  of  Pallet  Man . Jesus healed Pallet Man on the Sabbath 
(John 5:1-9). The Jews then sought to kill  Jesus, because He healed on the 
Sabbath and made Himself  equal to God. Jesus explained to them that  He is 
God and that  they must believe that  the Father sent Jesus to avoid eternal 
death. 
 

6.1.1 Word  of  Jesus . Everyone who hears the word of Jesus (“ Ű ɜ ɚ ɔɞɜ 
ɛɞɡ əɞ ɤɜ“) and believes (əŬ ˊɘůŰŮ ɤν (notice the participles))  in  the One 
Who Sent Him  has (“ɢŮɘ“–present active indicative)  eternal life  and will  not 
bring  himself  into  judgment  (“əŬ Ů ɠ əɟ ůɘɜ ɞ ə ɟɢŮŰŬɘ“), but has passed 
(“ɛŮŰŬɓ ɓɖəŮɜ“–perfect active indicative–past act, continuing  result)  out of 
death (“ə Űɞ ɗŬɜ Űɞɡ“) into  life  (“Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ɕɤ ɜ“) (John 5:24). 
 

6.1.2 The Voice of Jesus.  Jesus said that  the hour is coming and now is, when 
the dead (“ɞ ɜŮəɟɞ“) will  hear the voice of the Son of God (“ɞ əɞ ůɞɡůɘɜ 
Ű ɠ űɤɜ ɠ Űɞ ɡ ɞ Űɞ ɗŮɞ“), and those who hear will  live (“ɕ ůɞɡůɘɜ“) 
(John 5:25; Matthew  13:43; Ephesians 2:1-10). 
 

6.1.3 Life  in  Himself . God the Father gave to God the Son to have life  in 
Himself  (John 5:26). 
 

6.1.4 Jesus  and  Judgment .  God the Father gave God the Son to do 
judgment  (“əɟ ůɘɜ ˊɞɘŮ ɜ“), because He is the Son of Man (John 5:27).   
 

6.1.5 People  in  the  Tombs . In  contrast to those dead people who hear the 
voice of Jesus and live today, Jesus spoke of a future  hour when everyone in  
the tombs will  hear His voice (John 5:28). Many people do not understand 
that  an hour is coming when everyone will  be resurrected (Daniel  
12:2).  Jesus described two very different  resurrections for  people in  the 
tombs (these people have died physically)  (John 5:28). Several passages 
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indicate that  the resurrection  of the Old Testament Jews will  take place after 
time of greatest distress for  the nation  Israel (the Tribulation)  (Daniel  12:1-
2;  Book of Rescue; Revelation  20:4).  Yet, nothing  in  those passages 
precludes the resurrection  of the Old Testament saints at the Clouds 
Resurrection before the Tribulation.  We know that  many people will  be 
resurrected at the beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ (who died 
during  the Tribulation)  so that  they may reign with  Jesus on earth (2 
Timothy  2:12; Revelation 20:4-6).  
 

6.1.6 The  Resurrection  to  Life  and  the  Resurrection  to  
Judgment . After  their  bodies die on earth, all people will  be resurrected, 
both the righteous and the wicked (Acts 24:15). Jesus explained that  all 
people will  go to one of two resurrections:  (1) the Resurrection of Life 
(“ɜ ůŰŬůɘɜ ɕɤ ɠ“); or (2) the Resurrection of Judgment (“ɜ ůŰŬůɘɜ 
əɟ ůŮɤɠ“) (John 5:29).  
 

6.1.6.1 Resurrection  to  Life  Defined .  Jesus said that  “resurrection” 
means “he who believes (“ ˊɘůŰŮ ɤɜ“) in  Me will  live (“ζσεται–future,  
indicative,  middle  voice”) even if  he dies (“κν ποθν“) (John 
11:26.”  Therefore, we know that  resurrection  means that  all believers will  
live forever, even if  they die on earth. We may distinguish  different  
resurrection  events in  the Bible. 
 

6.2  Paradise  Resurrection . At the moment  of death, each believer goes 
to the Paradise (“Ű  ˊŬɟŬŭŮ ů“) to be with  Jesus. Those believers will  also 
eat of the tree of life,  which is in  the Paradise of God 
(“Ű  ˊŬɟŬŭŮ ů Űɞ ɗŮɞ“) (Revelation 2:7).  Believers are raised from  the 
dead to enter  the Paradise. Their  bodies remain in  tombs on the earth, 
awaiting bodily  resurrection  later (Matthew  27:52-53). As a side note, while  
living,  Paul was caught up into  the Paradise and heard inexpressible words 
(2 Corinthians  12:4).  
 

 6.2.1 The  Thief  on  the  Cross . Jesus was crucified  between two thieves. 
One of them believed in  Jesus while hanging on the cross. Jesus told  that  
thief  that  today they would be together in  the Paradise (Luke 23:43).  
 

6.2.2 Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob .  Another  example of Paradise 
resurrection  concerns Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The Sadducees denied the 
afterlife  and resurrection  and challenged Jesus about resurrection.  Jesus 
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used the Old Testament (Exodus in  the Torah)  to prove the resurrection  of 
the dead. Jesus quoted God speaking to Moses at the Burning  Bush:  “I AM 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Exodus 
3:6).  Jesus declared that  God is not the God of the dead (“ɜŮəɟ ɜ“), but of 
the living  (ɕ ɜŰɤɜ–present active participle)  (Matthew  22:32). Therefore, 
Jesus revealed that  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had already been resurrected 
from  the dead at the time Jesus was speaking those words to the Sadducees. 
Although  the bodies of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were still  in  earthly tombs 
undergoing decay, the were spiritually  alive in  Paradise already.   I  would 
include the resurrection  of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as examples of the 
Paradise Resurrection, meaning that  believers are raised from  the dead 
immediately,  to be with  Jesus in  Paradise. Their  bodies, however, are still  in  
the tombs, awaiting bodily  resurrection  at a later date.  
 

6.2.3 The  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus . In  the story of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, we see another example of Paradise Resurrection. At death, Lazarus 
was carried by angels to the bosom of Abraham. We know from  Jesus that  
Abraham already had been resurrected from  the dead. Therefore, 
Lazarus was also resurrected to be with  Abraham in Paradise. The bodies of 
Abraham and Lazarus were both in  their  tombs on earth. Yet, Jesus indicated 
that  Abraham had a bosom, Lazarus had a finger,  and the Rich Man in Hades 
had a tongue.  Although  their  physical bodies were in  tombs, they had some 
sort of physical body, as they awaited later bodily  resurrection.  They both 
had bodies, based upon the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus; both the 
saved and unsaved have some sort of temporary  body after death(Luke 16:19-
31). 
 

6.2.4 Like  Angels.   Jesus also revealed that  when (“ŰŬɜ“) the believers are 
resurrected from  the dead, they neither  marry  nor are given in  marriage, but 
are like the angels (Mark  12:25). 
 

6.3 Clouds  Resurrection . Paul described the Clouds Resurrection, a 
snatching away of believers to the clouds. Paul told  the Thessalonians that  
he did not want them to grieve as those people who have no hope, but to 
comfort  one another with  the truths  of resurrection.  When Christ returns  to 
the clouds of earth, He will  bring  with  Him  all those believers who have fallen 
asleep in  Christ.  They will  receive their  resurrected bodies first,  and then 
those believers alive on earth will  receive their  resurrected bodies as they are 
caught up to the clouds to be with  Jesus forever (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
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6.4 The  Tribulation  Resurrection . John described a “First 
Resurrection” in  Revelation 20:5.  Before the “First  Resurrection” of 
Revelation 20:5, believers were snatched away from  earth and given 
resurrected bodies, along with  those who died before Jesus came to the 
clouds (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). During  the Tribulatio n, we see that  heaven 
already has a multitude  of believers from  every nation,  tribe,  people and 
tongue standing in  heaven, clothed in  white  robes, holding  palm branches in  
their  hands, and crying out:  “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne,  
and to the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9).  It  appears they have already been 
raised  and given resurrected bodies when Jesus returned  to the clouds, just 
before the Tribulation.  The “First Resurrection” refers to the martyrs  from  
the Tribu lation  who came to life  and reigned with  Christ  for  a thousand years 
(the Millennial  Reign of Christ)  (Revelation 20:5).  Compare Mary  confessing 
her belief that  her brother  Lazarus would be raised in  the resurrection  on the 
last day (“ɜŬůŰ ůŮŰŬɘ ɜ Ű ɜŬůŰůŮɘ ɜ Ű ůɢ Ű ɛ ɟ“). Jesus replied 
that  He is the resurrection  and life  today (John 11:25-26).  
 

6.4.1 . The  Resurrection  of  the  Dead . Jesus spoke about being 
“considered worthy  to attain  to that  age” (“Űɞ Ŭ ɜɞɠ“) and the resurrection  
out of the  dead (ñɠ ɜŬůŰ ůŮɤɠ Ű ɠ ə ɜŮəɟ ɜ“) (Luke 20:35-37). 
Therefore, we know that  in  a future  age, their  will  be a resurrection  of “ones 
considered worthy” (“ɞ əŬŰŬɝɘɤɗ ɜŰŮɠ“). Jesus separated the worthy  from  
the unworthy.  Having been resurrected, the ones considered worthy  will  be 
like the angels, and sons of God (“ɡ ɞ Ů ůɘɜ ɗŮɞ“), being sons of the 
resurrection  (“Ű ɠ ɜŬůŰ ůŮɤɠ ɡ ɞ ɜŰŮɠ”) (Luke 20:36).  God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living;  for  all live to Him  (Luke 20:38).  
 

6.5 Back  to  Life  Resurrection:  Lazarus . Jesus also raised Lazarus and 
others in  the New Testament. Those people would eventually die again. 
Those resurrections concerned bringing  a dead person back to life,  but not a 
change in their  bodies from  mortal  to immortal.  The resurrection  change in  
body would take place later, at the end of the age (John 11:24; 1 Corinthians  
15:20-28; 2 Timothy  2:18). 
 

6.5.1 Life  Defined . Jesus then defined “the life” as “everyone who lives and 
believes (“ ɕ ɜ əŬ ˊɘůŰŮ ɤɜ“) in  Me will  never die.” Notice that  you must 
be both “one who lives” and “one who believes” to avoid dying. 
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6.6 The  Resurrection  to  Life . The righteous go to the resurrection  of life,  
because they have passed out of judgment  in  to life  at the moment  of 
salvation by grace through  faith  (John 5:24). This resurrection  for  believers 
happens at different  times. 
 

6.6.1 Jesus  the  First  Fruits . Paul declared that  Christ  has been raised 
from  the dead, the first  fruits  of those who are asleep (1 Corinthians  15:20).  
 

6.6.2 The  Order  of  Resurrection .  Paul also gave the order of 
resurrection:  “Christ the first  fruits,  after that  those who are Christ’s at His 
coming” (1 Corinthians  15:23).  
 

6.6.3 The  Resurrection  to  Life  Contrast . As above, John described two 
resurrections:  the resurrection  to life  for  believers, and the resurrection  to 
judgment  for  unbelievers (John 5:25-32). The first  resurrection  take place in  
stages and precedes the resurrection  to judgment.  
 

6.7 The  Resurrection  of  Judgment . John described a resurrection  of 
Judgment (“ɜ ůŰŬůɘɜ əɟ ůŮɤɠ“) for  unbelievers. The Resurrection of 
Judgment begins withe voice of Jesus calling the unbelievers in  their  tombs 
to stand before Him   for  the Resurrection of Judgment (John 5:26-27). After  
Jesus calls the unbelievers from  their  tombs, heaven and earth flee away. 
Then we see Jesus sitting  upon a Great White  Throne (Revelation 20:11). 
Pursuant to the call of His voice, the dead, both the small and the great, stand 
before Him  to be judged according to their  deeds (John 5:29), recorded in  
the books (see Books of Life).     Those deeds will  determine their degree of 
punishment  in  the Lake of Fire. 
 

6.8 The  Second  Death . The Second Death follows the Resurrection to 
Judgment. The Second Death is the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:14).  
 

6.9 Summary  of  the  Two  Resurrections . Jesus taught that  everyone will  
be resurrected.  The unbelievers go the Resurrection of Judgment, where 
they will  judged according to their  evil deeds.  The believers go to the 
Resurrection of Life, where they will  be rewarded for  their  good deeds. 
 

¶ Today some people hear the word of Jesus and live. 
 

¶ Today everyone who hears and believes the word of Jesus will  never 
come into  judgment  concerning eternal life.   

https://christassembly.org/bert-allen-%e2%94%82-the-books-of-life-%e2%94%82-free-e-book-%e2%94%82christ-assembly/
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¶ Today believers hear the word of Jesus and will  never appear before 
the Great White  Throne for  Judgment.  

 

¶ Today believers have passed out of judgment  and into  life.  

 

¶ Today believers are no longer dead. 
 

¶ Today and continuing  into  the future,  the dead will  hear the voice of 
the Son of God (Jesus). 

¶ The voice of the Son of God goes out to dead people continually,  
throughout  the generations. 

¶ Jesus speaks to spiritually  dead people. 

¶ Everyone who hears, will  live. 

¶ Only some dead people hear His voice. 

¶ Just as God the Father has life  in  Himself,  so He gave to the Son also 
to have life  in  Himself.  

¶ Like God the Father, Jesus is eternal God. 

¶ Jesus does judgment.  

¶ Jesus received the authority  to do judgment because He is the Son 
of Man.  

¶ Never forget believers never come into  judgment  of life  and death. 

¶ At the moment  of salvation by faith  alone, the believer leaves death 
behind and enters into  life.    

¶ Believers die on earth. See Lazarus in  the tomb.  

¶ Believers in  Jesus will  live into  the future,  even after they die 
physically on earth. 

¶ Because Jesus is the I  AM God of the Old Testament, He is the 
resurrection  and the life.  
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¶ Jesus also explained to the Sadducees (who denied the resurrection)  
that  God spoke of the Resurrection of the Dead and applied the truth  of 
resurrection  of the dead to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

¶ Unbelievers die in  the future,  even after they have died physically on 
earth. 

¶ Believers never face the second death and they have eternal life.  

¶ At some future  hour,  everyone in  the tombs will  hear the voice of 
Jesus. 

¶ In  the future,  Jesus will  call forth  people in  the tombs  to 
resurrection . 

¶ In  the future,  when Jesus calls forth  the people in  the tombs, they 
will  all come forth.  

¶ When Jesus summons dead people and they come forth  from  the 
tombs, they are resurrected. 

¶ The believers did good deeds and go to the Resurrection of Life. 

¶ At the Resurrection of Life, the believers are rewarded according to 
their  good works. 

¶ The unbelievers did evil deeds and  go the Resurrection of 
Judgment.  

¶ At the Resurrection of Judgment, the unbelievers are punished 
according to their  evil deeds. 

¶ Only faith  in  Jesus saves you. Your good deeds do not save you, but 
demonstrate your faith  (John 5:24; Ephesians 2:8-10). 



 

 

Sect ion  Seven  
 

The  Day  of  Judgment  
 

 
 

  

The New Testament writers  revealed a day of judgment.  They used the 
phrase “day of judgment” in  different  ways. So, let us review how God 
inspired  various New Testament authors to reveal complex truths  about the 
day of judgment.  I  limit  the references below to the exact phrase “day of 
judgment” (“ɜ ɛ ɟ əɟ ůŮɤɠ” or similar  Greek phrase). I  am not
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considering every reference to judgment,  because I  intend  only to survey that  
specific phrase. Please keep in mind  that  believers never face judgment  for  
sins, and never go to the resurrection  of judgment,  because they have passed 
out of death into  life  (John 5:24-29).  

 

7.1 Matthew  and  the  Day  of  Judgment . Matthew  described a “Day of 
Judgment” (“ɜ ɛ ɟ əɟ ůŮɤɠ“)  that  would be more tolerable for  some than 
others. On the Day of Judgment, everyone will  give account of every careless 
word they spoke (Matthew  10:15; 11:22-24; 12:36-42; 1 Peter 
4:5).  Furthermore,  witnesses will  testify  about matters of unbelief.  In  
Matthew,  the “Day of Judgment” refers to the time of the Great White  Throne 
Judgment, and includes only unbelievers.  Jesus warned the Pharisees:  “For 
by your words you will  be justified,  and by your words you will  condemned” 
(Matthew  12:37). 
 

7.2 Luke  and  the  Day  of  Judgment .  Luke also used the term “judgment” 
to  describe the “Day of Judgment” mentioned by Matthew  (Luke 10:14; 
11:31-32).  Likewise, Luke used the term “Day of Judgment” to refer to the 
Great White  Throne Judgment. 
 

7.3 Paul  and  the  Day  of  Wrath . Paul warned people to avoid storing  up 
for  themselves wrath  in  the day of wrath  (“ɜ ɛ ɟ ɟɔ ɠ“) and revelation 
of the righteous judgment  (“ŭɘəŬɘɞəɟɘů Ŭɠ“) of God (Romans 2:5).  Paul 
described that  “day of wrath” as the day of the revelation of Jesus Christ. The 
wrath  of God dominates the judgment  of unbelievers and abides even now 
upon all people disobedient to Christ  (John 3:36).  Paul described believers 
as eagerly waiting  for  the revelation of our Lord  Jesus Christ,  indicating  His 
return  to earth in  glory (1 Corinthians  1:7; see 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4). Paul 
also described a day of judgment for  believers, where they will  receive praise 
from  God (1 Corinthians  4:5; 2 Corinthians  5:10). Paul plainly  linked  the day 
of wrath  and judgment  with  the start of the Millennial  Reign of Christ,  and 
not the Great White  Throne Judgment. Paul also taught that  Jesus is to judge 
the living  and the dead (“əɟ ɜŮɘɜ ɕ ɜŰŬɠ əŬ ɜŮəɟɞ“)  (2 Timothy  4:1; 1 Peter 
4:5). Paul also wrote about the Judgment Seat of Christ,  where only believers 
appear to receive rewards  (Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians  3:10-15; 2 
Cori nthians  5:10). 
 

7.4 Hebrews  and  the  Day  of  Judgment . The writer  of Hebrews notes 
that  basic Christian  instruction  concerns “the resurrection  of the dead and 
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eternal judgment” (Hebrews 6:2). Likewise, it  has been appointed for  men to 
die once (“́ əŮɘŰŬɘ Űɞ ɠ ɜɗɟ ˊɞɘɠ ˊŬɝ ˊɞɗŬɜŮ ɜ“) and after that  comes 
the judgment” (“ɛŮŰ ŭ Űɞ Űɞ əɟ ůɘɠ“) (Hebrews 9:27–from  the context, 
apparently believers are primarily  in  view here, appearing before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ).  Jesus also described a terrifying  expectation of 
judgment,  and the fury  of fire  which wil l consume the adversaries (Hebrews 
10:27).  
 

7.5 Peter  and  the  Day  of  Judgment . Peter declared that  God knows how 
to keep the unrighteous under punishment  (“κɞɚŬɕɞɛ ɜɞɡ“) for  the day of 
judgment  (“ɛ ɟŬɜ əɟ ůŮɤɠ“) (2 Peter 2:9).  Peter also declared that  the 
present heavens and earth are reserved for  fire,  kept for  the day of judgment  
and destruction  of ungodly men (2 Peter 3:7). Peter used the phrase “Day of 
Judgment” to refer to the Great White  Throne Judgment.  
 

7.6 John  and  the  Day  of  Judgment .  John disclosed that  the Father 
judges no one, but has given all judgment  to the Son (John 5:22; 5:30; 8:16). 
John also distinguished  the “day of judgment” from  the judgment  that  Jesus 
brought  upon the world,  and the devil in  particular  (John 9:39; 12:31; 16:8-
11). John also wrote that  believers may have confidence in “the day of 
judgment” (“Ű ɛ ɟ Ű ɠ əɟ ůŮɤɠ”) (1 John 4:17). As above, believers 
appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ, and not at the Great White  Throne 
Judgment (John 5:24; 5:27; Revelation 20:10). At the Judgment Seat of 
Christ, fire  will  test the works of believers. Even if  the fire  consumes all the 
works of a believer, that  believer will  still  be saved, as if  by fire  (1 Corinthians  
3:10-15; 2 Corinthians  5:10). Believers who teach will  incur  a stricter  
judgment  (James 3:1).  John also wrote about “the hour of His judgment” (“ 
ɟŬ Ű ɠ əɟ ůŮɤɠ Ŭ Űɞ“), referring  to the specific time of judgment  starting  

with  Babylon and proceeding to the Great White  Throne Judgment 
(Revelation 2:4). John used the phrase “Hour of Judgment” to refer to a 
period starting  with  the physical destruction of Babylon (Revelation 18:8). 
 

7.7 Jude  and  the  Day  of  Judgment . Jude wrote that  God keeps some 
angels imprisoned  in eternal bonds under darkness to await the judgment  of 
the great day (“əɟ ůɘɜ ɛŮɔ ɚɖɠ ɛ ɟŬɠ“) (Jude 1:6). Jude the phrase 
“Judgement of the Great Day” to refer to the Great White  Throne Judgment.  
 
7.8 Summary  of  the  Day  of  Ju dgment . We may summarize “the day of 
judgment” as referring  most often to the Great White  Throne Judgment, 
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where unbelievers  face the evidence, witnesses speak, and Jesus sentences 
unbelievers to the Lake of Fire. After  death, unbelievers go to the 
resurrection  of judgment  (John 5:24-29). Please note that  part  of the Great 
White  Throne Judgment concerns degrees of punishment,  but every 
unbeliever goes from  the Great White Throne Judgment to the Lake of Fire 
because of unbelief;  their  names were never written  in  the Book of Life. At 
the Great White  Throne Judgment, unbelievers are assigned degrees of 
punishment  they experience in  the Lake of Fire, where they suffer for  all 
eternity.  
 

¶  The Day of Judgment will  be more tolerable for  some people than 
others. 

¶ On the Day of Judgment, everyone will  give an account of every 
careless word spoken.  

¶ Witnesses will  testify  about matters of unbelief  on the Day of 
Judgment.  

¶ In  Matthew, the Day of Judgment refers to the Great White  Throne 
Judgment.  

¶ Regarding the Day of Judgment, people will  be justified  by their  
words and by their  words they will  be condemned. 

¶ Luke used the term Day of Judgment to refer to the Great White  
Throne Judgment.  

¶ Paul warned people to avoid storing  up for  themselves wrath  in  the 
day of wrath  and righteous judgment  of God. 

¶ Paul linked  that  day of wrath  in  the day of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  

¶ The wrath of God dominates the judgment of unbelievers and abides 
even now upon all people disobedient to Christ. 

¶ Paul described a Day of Judgment for believers where they will 
receive praise from God. 

¶ Paul joined the Day of Judgment to the start of the Millennial Reign 
of Christ, and not the Great White Throne Judgment . 
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¶ Jesus will judge the living and the dead. 

¶ Paul also wrote about the Judgment Seat of Christ, where only 
believers appear and receive rewards. 

¶ Basic Christian doctrine includes the resurrection of the dead and 
eternal judgment.  

¶ Sin causes every man to die, and then comes the judgment. 

¶ Unbelievers face a terrifying expectation of judgment and a fury of 
fire that will consume the adversaries of God. 

¶ God knows how to keep the unrighteous under punishment  for  the 
Day of Judgment. 

¶ The present heavens and earth are reserved for  fire,  kept for  the Day 
of Judgment and destruction  of unGodly men. 

¶ John also distinguished  the Day of Judgment from  the judgment  
that  Jesus brought  upon the world,  and the devil in  particular.   

¶ John also wrote that  believers may have confidence in  the Day of 
Judgment. 

¶ John used the phrase “Hour of Judgment” to refer to a period 
starting  with  the physical destruction  of Babylon. 

¶ Jude wrote that  God keeps some angels imprisoned  in eternal bonds 
under darkness to await the Judgment of the Great Day, referring  the Great 
White  Throne Judgment.



 

Section  Eight  

 

The  Sentence  of  Hell  
 

 
 
 

What did  Jesus mean by the phrase “sentence of Hell”? When will  that  
sentence of Hell  be imposed, or had it  already been imposed? Answers to 
those questions affect the chronology of other events in  the Afterlife.  We have 
seen that  the “Day of Judgment” most frequently  applies to the Great White  
Throne Judgment.  Please keep in mind  that  a sentence may be imposed one 
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day, but the sentence may be carried out much later. For example, you may 
be sentenced to death one day, but you will  not be executed until  years later. 

 

8.1 The  Sentence  of  Hell . Jesus told  the scribes and Pharisees that  they 
were a brood vipers. He asked them how did they expected to escape the 
sentence of Hell  (“Ű ɠ əɟ ůŮɤɠ Ű ɠ ɔŮ ɜɜɖɠ“) (Matthew  23:33). This phrase 
“the sentence of Hell” requires further  examination.  Paul, for  example, used 
the phrase the sentence of death (“Ű ˊ əɟɘɛŬ Űɞ ɗŬɜ Űɞɡ“) to refer to 
physical death (2 Corinthians  1:9). Was Jesus talking  about physical death 
or something else? 
 

8.2 Unpacking   The  Phrase  ñEscape Sentence  of  Hell .” The Greek 
phrase “Sentence of Hell” (“ű ɔɖŰŮ  ́Ű ɠ əɟ ůŮɤɠ Ű ɠ ɔŮ ɜɜɖɠ“) forms a 
starting  point.  We must also focus upon the word “escape” (“ű ɔɖŰŮ“–aorist 
subjunctive)  from  the sentence of Hell  and the prepositional  phrase 
following  it.  Let us start with  a look at another occurrence of the verb 
“escape” plus the preposition  “from” followed by the genitive case. 
 

8.2.1 Escape  the  Ship .  In  Acts 27:30, the sailors tried  to escape from  the 
ship in  the storm (“űɡɔŮ ɜ ə Űɞ ˊɚɞ ɞɡ“). Notice that  they were already in  
the ship, and were trying  to leave. 
 

8.2.2 Escape  the  Wrath  To  Come . In  Matthew  3:7 and Luke 3:7, John the 
Baptist asked the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for  baptism:  “You brood 
of vipers, who warned you to flee from  the wrath  to come” (“űɡɔŮ ɜ  ́Ű ɠ 
ɛŮɚɚɞ ůɖɠ ɟɔ ɠ”). Notice that  the text makes plain  that  the wrath  is still  
future,  but they can flee from  it  now by turning  to Jesus the Messiah.  It  also  
has the same structure  of the verb “flee” followed by the preposition  
“from”  followed by the genitive.  
 
8.3 Sons  of  Hell . Jesus described the Pharisees as sons of Hell,  and their  
converts become twice as much a son of Hell  as they were (Matthew  23:15). 
Jesus meant that  the Pharisees produced disciples who were twice as evil as 
they were, and implied  they would receive a greater judgment.  Jesus also 
identified  the lineage of Pharisees: they were sons of Hell.  Jesus also 
described unbelievers as sons of their  father, the devil, who is a liar  and the 
father lies (John 8:44).  Jesus linked  evil conduct with  the influence of the 
devil in  their  lives. Notice that  the Pharisees were already sons of 
Hell.  Therefore, we may conclude that  the verb “flee” with  the 
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preposition   may speak of a present time,  or a future  time.  The only 
escape  from  the future  time of wrath  was explicit  in  the text Matthew  3:7. 
So, we may say that  it  is not definitive  that  the judgment  of Hell  is certainly  
future  based on the verb, preposition,  or genitive construction.  If  it  is future, 
then the “sentence of Hell” occurs at the Great Whi te Throne Judgment and 
Hell  is the same place as the Lake of Fire or exists in  the Lake of Fire. In  the 
alternative,  the “escape” means that  “the judgment  of Hell” has already 
occurred. If  it  has already occurred, then they were under that  judgment  long 
before the Great White  Throne Judgment and would be like sailors leaving 
the ship. So, if  the sentence of Hell  has already been passed, then Matthew  
23:33 does not support  the claim that  Hell  means the Lake of Fire. We can 
also review other evidence associated with  present judgment.  
 

8.4  The  Holy  Spirit .  In  John 16:8, Jesus taught that  the Holy  Spirit  will  
come and convict the world  concerning judgment  (“əɟ ůŮɤɠ“).  Jesus 
explained the ruler  of this world  (the devil)  has been judged (“ə əɟɘŰŬɘ“–
perfect passive). Therefore, we know that  the devil has been judged already, 
and his sentence is the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20: 10). Notably,  John 16:11, 
concerning judgment,   described the devil as having been judged (“κκριται“) 
already. Therefore, if  the claim is that  the sentence of Hell  always means a 
future  judgment,  then the judgment  of the devil provides an exception to that  
rule. 
 

8.5 Judgment  and  Retribution . In  2 Thessalonians 1:5, we see God’s 
righteous judgment  (“Ű ɠ ŭɘəŬ Ŭɠ əɟ ůŮɤɠ Űɞ ɗŮɞ”) at work.  The 
Thessalonian believers suffered persecutions and afflictions,  and show God’s 
righteous judgment  that  they are worthy  of the kingdom  of God. When the 
Lord  Jesus is revealed from  heaven with  His mighty angles in flaming  fire,  
He will  deal out retribution  to those who do not obey the Gospel of the Lord  
Jesus (2 Thessalonians 1:7). Those disobedient people, including  the 
afflicters  and persecutors of the Thessalonians, will  pay the penalty of eternal 
destruction  (“ɚŮɗɟɞɜ Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“), away from  the presence of the Lord  and 
from  the glory of His presence (2 Thessalonians 1:9). That penalty will  be 
imposed in the future  when Jesus comes to be glorified  in  His saints on that  
day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed.  Notice the time 
these people pay the penalty of eternal destruction:  when Jesus comes in His 
glory with  His angels. Jesus returns  to earth in  His glory and with  His angels 
to establish His millennial  reign upon earth. Therefore, the “penalty” 
(“ŭ əɖɜ“) occurs at the same time believers enter eternal life  (compare Jude 
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1:7 “penalty” of eternal fire).  Therefore, the unbelievers suffer the penalty at 
least a thousand years before the Great White  Throne. We will  see this same 
theme below with  several parables and the account of the sheep and the 
goats.  
 

8.6  Unbelievers  Judged  Already . Jesus taught that  he who believes in  
Him  is not judged (“ɞ  əɟ ɜŮŰŬɘ”–present passive indicative—past act of 
believing, continuing  state of no judgment ).  God did not send His Son into  
the world  to judge (“əɟ ɜ“—aorist subjunctive, purpose clause) the world,  
because everyone who does not believe has been judged already (“κκριται–
perfect passive indicative—past act, continuing  state). Therefore, we know 
that  believers are no longer judged regarding salvation, but have passed into  
life  (John 5:25). Unbelievers have already been judged in the past, and their  
judgment  continues.  So, the idea of escaping from  the justice of Hell may 
refer back to previous judgment.  You escape from  something already 
imprisoning  you, like the sailors above. In  my view, the evidence favors the 
“sentence of Hell” has already been passed upon the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. In  support,  I  note that  the devil has already been judged, just like 
everyone who has not believed in  Jesus had already been judged before He 
appeared in  the flesh. 
 
8.7 Summary  of  Sentence  of  Hell . Unbelievers live on earth awaiting the 
Sentence of Hell.   People may only escape that  sentence today by faith  in  
Jesus Christ.  
 

¶ The Sentence of Hell refers to spiritual death. 
 

¶ The Sentence of Hell takes place after physical death on earth. 

 

¶ The Pharisees were Sons of Hell and their converts become twice as 
much a son of Hell as they were. 

 

¶ The ruler of this world, the devil, has been judged already. 
 

¶ Unbelievers have been judged already. 



 

Section  Nine  
 

Depart  from  Me  
 

 
  

When Jesus begins His Millennial  Reign on earth, why does He say to 
many people: “Depart from  Me”? Jesus will  command that some people be 
removed from  His presence (Revelation 20:1-6; Matthew  25:35-46).  
 
9.1 Millennial  Removal . King Jesus will  remove all unbelievers on earth 
from  the Millennial  Kingdom.  Angels gather living  unbelievers from  all over 
the world  and bring  them before King Jesus.  As King Jesus sits on Hi s
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Millennial  Throne on earth, He allows believers to enter the Millennial  
Kingdom and He sends unbelievers away. Jesus passes the judgment  of 
“depart from  Me” upon all unbelievers when He begins His millennial  reign 
(Revelation 11:18; Luke 19:22).  
 

9.2 Depart  from  Me . At the Millennial  Throne, Jesus had stern words for  
the unbelievers (goats): “Depart from  Me (“ɄɞɟŮŮůɗŮ ˊ' ɛɞ”), accursed 
ones, into  the eternal fire  which has been prepared for  the devil and his 
angels” (Matthew  25:41). The unbelievers go away into  eternal punishment  
(“ə ɚŬůɘɜ Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“). At the same time,  the righteous (“ο δκαιοι“) enter 
eternal life  (“ɕɤ ɜ Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“)” (Matthew  25:46; see Luke 18:30).  
 

9.3 Depart  from  Me  Comparisons . At the Millennial  Throne, Jesus 
commands the unbelievers: “Depart from  Me” (“́ ɞɢɤɟŮ ŰŮ ˊô ɛɞ“). A 
similar phrase, “Depart from Me,” appears in Matthew 7:23, where 
unbelievers cite all their works as their claim for entering the kingdom of 
heaven. Jesus said to them, “Depart from me, you who practice 
lawlessness.”  In Luke 13:27, the Lord Jesus indicated that the workers of 
unrigheousness must depart from Him (“ˊůŰɖŰŮ ˊ' ɛɞ”). Jesus 
commanded people to strive to  enter through the narrow door.   Once 
Jesus  (the Head of the house) shuts the door, it will be too late. The people 
outside claim that they ate with Jesus and He taught in their streets. As they 
stand outside, they say: “Lord, open up to us!’  Then Jesus will answer: “I do 
not know where you are from;  depart from Me, all you evil -doers.” Jesus 
meant that merely eating with Him and listening to His teachings does not 
mean you ever knew Him as Savior.   The context of Matthew 25:41, Matthew 
7:23, and Luke 13:27 all show that unbelievers want to be with Jesus, but it 
is too late for them. Despite their pleas to join Him as He begins His 
Millennial Reig n, He identifies them as evil-doers, accursed ones, and 
lawless people. In all of those examples, unbelievers rejected Jesus during 
their lifetimes on earth, but then sought to enter His Millennial Kingdom. 
Therefore, we know that when Jesus commands people to depart from Him, 
they are not going to the Lake of Fire, but to Hades; at least a thousand years 
separates the start of the Millennial Kingdom  from the time when the first 
beings are thrown into the Lake of Fire. 
 
9.4 Summary of Depart from Me . As Jesus begins His Millennial Reign 
upon earth, Jesus will remove people from His presence with the words: 
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“Depart from Me.” They will then suffer a terrible destiny away from the 
presence of the Lord and endure suffering, commensurate with their deeds. 
 

• When King Jesus sits on His Millennial  Throne, unbelievers want to 
join  King Jesus in  the Millennial  Kingdom.  

 

• King Jesus will  allow only believers into  the Millennial  Kingdom,  
and all unbelievers will  hear Him  say: “Depart from  Me.” 

 

• At the beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ, King Jesus will  
send His angels to gather unbelievers from  all over the earth. 

 

• At the beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ, King Jesus orders 
the unbelievers to depart from  Him  and go into  eternal punishment.  



 

 

Section  Ten  
 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  
and  the  Afterlife  

 

 
 

 
Who will  live in  the Kingdom of Heaven? Believers from  all ages will  

live with  Jesus in  the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus spoke in parables about the 
Kingdom of Heaven to the people of Israel. He explained many spiritual  
truths  to them, including  the Kingdom of Heaven. The Kingdom of Heaven 
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intersects with  the Afterlife  in  several different  ways, and provides a point  of 
separation for  believers and unbelievers. 

 
10.1 Kingdom  of  Heaven . Jesus described a day in  the future  when some 
people will  seek to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but will  be denied entrance. 
They will  claim they did many good works on earth, and seek to enter the 
Kingdom of God on that  basis. On that  future  day, Jesus will  declare that  He 
never knew them, and will  dismiss them with  sobering words: “I never knew 
you (“ɞ ŭ ˊɞŰŮ ɔɜɤɜ ɛɠ”). Depart from  Me (“́ ɞɢɤɟŮ ŰŮ ˊô ɛɞ”), you 
who practice lawlessness” (Matthew  7:23).  In  that  context, not entering the 
kingdom  means you will  be cast out into  the outer darkness, a place of 
weeping and gnashing of teeth (as above). This departure coincides with  the 
time the believers enter the Kingdom of Heaven and aligns with  the 
beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ;  that  reign begins at least a 
thousand years before the Great White  Throne Judgment. 
 
10.2 Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob . When many people come from  east and 
west to recline at the table with  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom  
of Heaven, at that  same time the sons of the kingdom  will  be cast into  “the 
outer darkness” (“əɓɚɖɗ ůɞɜŰŬɘ Ů ɠ Ű ůə Űɞɠ Ű ɝ ŰŮɟɞɜ“) (Matthew  
8:10-12). In  that  place of outer darkness, there will  be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. The people coming from  east and west to recline at table with  
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven pictu res the Millennial  
Reign of Christ on earth. At that  tim e, the sons of the kingdom  will  be cast 
into  a place of outer darkness, where there will  be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Notice that  this place of outer darkness is not the place of the Lake of  
Fir e, because the Great White  Throne judgment  remains at least one 
thousand years in  the future.    
 
10.3 The  Parable  of  the  Tares  and  Wheat . At the end of the age (“Ű 
ůɡɜŰŮɚŮ Űɞ Ŭ ɜɞɠ“), Jesus will  send forth  His angels and gather out of 
His kingdom  all stumbling  blocks and those who commit  lawlessness 
(Matthew  7:12), and will  throw  them (“ɓŬɚɞ ůɘɜ Ŭ Űɞ ɠ“) into  the furnace of 
fire  (“Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ə ɛɘɜɞɜ Űɞ ˊɡɟ ɠ“); in  that  place there will  weeping and 
gnashing of teeth (“əŮ ůŰŬɘ  əɚŬɡɗɛ ɠ əŬ  ɓɟɡɔɛ ɠ Ű ɜ ŭ ɜŰɤɜ.“). So 
we know that  the Lake of Fire is distinct  from  the furnace of fire,  the place of 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, because unbelievers go there at the end of the 
age, when Christ  begins His reign upon earth. Therefore, the Lake of Fire is 
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still  a thousand years in  the future.  Notice the timing  of Matthew  13:43: 
“Then the righteous will  shine forth  as the sun in  the kingdom  of their  
Father.”  While  the believers shine in  the Kingdom of their  Father, the 
unbelievers are already in  the furnace of fire  and the place of weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  
 
10.4 The  Parable  of  the  Dragnet . Jesus also likened the Kingdom of 
Heaven to a net thrown  into  the sea (Matthew 13:47-50). At the end of the 
age (“ɜ Ű ůɡɜŰŮɚŮ Űɞ Ŭ ɜɞɠ“), the angels will  come forth  and take out 
(“űɞɟɘɞ ůɘɜ“) the wicked from  among the righteous and 
throw   (“ɓŬɚɞ ůɘɜ“) them  into  the furnace of fire  (“Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ə ɛɘɜɞɜ Űɞ 
ˊɡɟ ɠ“); in  that  place there will  be weeping and gnashing of  teeth.  Notice 
the timing  again. The wicked here are thrown  into  the furnace of fire  at the 
beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ,  at least a thousand years before 
the Great White  Throne Judgment.  
 
10.5 The  Parable  of  the  Wedding  Feast . Jesus told the parable of the 
king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He called many people to the feast, 
but they rejected his invitation. Finally, the wedding hall was filled with evil 
and good people. The king came and found a man lacking wedding clothes. 
The king said to his servants: “Bind him hand and foot and throw him 
(“ŭ ůŬɜŰŮɠ Ŭ Űɞ ˊ ŭŬɠ əŬ ɢŮ ɟŬɠ əɓ ɚŮŰŮ Ŭ Ű“) into the outer darkness; 
in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are 
called, but few are chosen (Matthew 22:1-14; see also Matthew 24:51).  The 
time again makes a difference here. The people removed from the wedding 
feast go to a place of outer darkness, with weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  See Many Are Called, Few Chosen. 
 
10.6 The  Parable  of  the  Talents .  Jesus told  the parable of the talents 
(Matthew  25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27). A man went on a journey, and entrusted 
his slaves with  varying amounts of his money (called talents). He later 
returned  and requested an accounting from  each slave. Two slaves invested 
the money wisely, obeying the directives of the master. The master then 
rewarded each slave and commanded those two slaves to enter his joy. The 
third  slave thought  of his master as a hard man with  important  investing 
rules. The third  slave disobeyed those investing rules. The master then 
judged the third  slave according to the third’s slaves own words. Instead of 
burying  the master’s money, the third  slave should have earned interest  on 
the money. The master called the third  slave the worthless slave. The master 
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commanded that  the worthless slave be thrown  out into  the outer darkness 
(“əŬ Ű ɜ ɢɟŮ ɞɜ ŭɞ ɚɞɜ əɓ ɚŮŰŮ Ů ɠ Ű ůə Űɞɠ Ű ɝ ŰŮɟɞɜ”). In  that  place, 
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth (“əŮ ůŰŬɘ  əɚŬɡɗɛ ɠ əŬ  ɓɟɡɔɛ ɠ 
Ű ɜ ŭ ɜŰɤɜ”). 
 
10.6.1 Judgment . Significantly,  we know that  when the Master returns,   “By 
the words of your mouth  I  will  judge you” (“ə Űɞ ůŰ ɛŬŰ ɠ ůɞɡ əɟ ɜɤ ůŮ“) 
(Luke 19:22). Therefore, we know that  Jesus will  render judgment  at the time 
Jesus returns  to start  His Millennial  Reign. The judgment  concerning 
unbelievers at the start  of the Millennial  Reign of Christ  concerns the destiny 
of the unbelievers, but not the final  trial,  which will  occur at the Great White  
Throne Judgment. This Millennial  Throne Judgement stands separate from  
the Great White  Throne Judgment, where degrees of punishment  will  be 
imposed and punishment  meted out in  the Lake of Fire. The Mill ennial 
Throne Judgment amounts to Judge Jesus assigning unfaithful  slaves a place 
with  the unbelievers (Luke 12:46). In  the future,  after that  Millennial  Throne 
Judgment, at the Great White  Throne Judgement, Judge Jesus will  examine 
each unbeliever’s deeds, knowledge and motives, and then impose a specific 
amount of punishment  commensurate with  the individual’s guilt  (Luke 
12:47-48). 
 
10.7  The  Sheep  and  The  Goats . In  the future,  Jesus will  return  in  glory 
to earth, sit on His glorious throne,  and begin His Millennial  Reign. All  the 
nations shall be gathered before Him,  and He will  separate the sheep from  
the goats. During  their  lifetimes  on earth, the sheep did the will  of God and 
the goats neglected the will  of God. Jesus will  place the sheep on His right  
and the goats on His left.  Jesus will  command the sheep, blessed by God the 
Father, to come and inherit  the Kingdom prepared for  them from  the 
foundation  of the world  (Matthew  25:34). In  contrast, Jesus commands the 
goats: Depart from  me, accursed ones, into  the eternal fire  prepared for  the 
devil and his angels (Matthew  25:41). The goats will  go away into  eternal 
punishment  (“ə ɚŬůɘɜ Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ”), but the righteous to eternal life  (“ɕɤ ɜ 
Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ”) (Matthew  25:46). 
 
10.8 The  Kingdom  of  God . The Psalmist revealed that  Jesus would reign 
until  all things are put  in  subjection under His feet (Psalm 110:1).  When will  
that  day arrive? After  the Final  Rebellion, and after all evil beings have been 
cast into  the Lake of Fire, then we see that  the day has arrived where the 
enemies of Jesus have been put under His feet. At that  point,  all things will  
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be subjected to Jesus and He will  subject Himself  to the Father, so that  God 
will  be all in  all (1 Corinthians  15:25-28). 
 
10.9 Summary  of  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven . Jesus used a series of 
parables to describe the events of the Kingdom of Heaven. He also described 
the blessings of the believers who enter  the Kingdom of Heaven and the 
unbelievers who have no place in  the Kingdom of Heaven. 
  

• Doing good in the name of Jesus will  not get you into  the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

 
• If  you practice lawlessness, then Jesus will  not let you into  the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
• In  the future,  Jesus will  sit on His Millennial  Throne, and tell  many 

people trusting  in  their  claims of good works to depart from  Him.  
 
• Those people will  depart from  Jesus and will  be cast into  the outer 

darkness. 
 
• The outer darkness is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
• In  the future,  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will  eat in  the Kingdom of 

Heaven. 
 
• People from  east and west will  eat with  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in  

the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
• While  many people enter the Kingdom of Heaven, the sons of the 

kingdom  will  be cast into  the outer darkness. 
 
• The outer darkness is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
• In  the future,  at the end of the age, Jesus will  send forth  His angels. 
 
• Those angels will  gather out of His Millennial  Kingdom all stumbling  

blocks and the people who commit  lawlessness. 
 
• Those evil people will  be thrown  into  the furnace of fire.  
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• The furnace of fire  is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
• In  the future,  at the end of the age, Jesus will  send forth  His angels 
 
• Those angels will  take out the wicked from  the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
• Those wicked people will  be cast into  the furnace of fire.  
 
• Failing  to follow  the Master’s orders today brings judgment  when the 

Master returns.  
 
• Slaves must give an accounting when the Master returns.  
 
¶ Disobedience to the Master results in  removal from  the Master. 

 
¶ When the Master returns,  faithful  slaves enter into  the joy of their  

Master. 

¶ When the Master returns,  the Master commands that  the disobedient 
slaves are thrown  into  the outer darkness where there will  be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

¶ Many people are called to feast with  the King, but reject the 
invitation.  

¶ Some people called to the wedding feast attend, but do not dress 
appropriately.  

¶ Failing  to dress properly results in  the King removing you from  the 
feast. 

¶ The King orders His servants to bind  hand and foot the disobedient 
guest and throw  them into  the outer darkness; in  that  place there will  be and 
gnashing of teeth. 

¶ Many are called to attend to the wedding feast, but few are chosen. 
Mere attendance is never enough. 



 

Section  Eleven  
 

The  Judgment  Seat   
of  Christ  

 

 
 

 
How can we earn spiritual  rewards that  last forever? We earn eternal 

rewards by doing God’s will  on earth. Long ago, God promised Abraham a 
very great reward (“l˗˔˞ˋˬ ˢ ː̌ ˋ˶ ˒ˢ  ́ ˋ˶ ˓˩ ˋ̆“) (Genesis 15:1). Later, Boaz spoke to Ruth 
about the LORD rewarding  her work and paying her full  wages (Ruth  2:12). 
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When David spared the life  of Saul, Saul asked the LORD to reward 
David with  good in return  (1 Samuel 24:19). Throughout  the Bible we see that  
God rewards people who seek Him  with  saving faith  (Hebrews 11:6). 

 
11.1 Lifetime  Rewards .  God rewards people dur ing their  lifetime  on earth 
(Psalm 18:20;  2 Samuel 2:21;  Proverbs 12:21; Psalm 127:3; Proverbs 
11:18,31, 13:21, 22:4; Ecclesiastes 5:19; Ecclesiastes 9:9; Hebrews 10:35) and 
judges people on earth (Psalm 58:11; Ezekiel 36:19; 1 Corinthians  11:27-32; 1 
Peter 4:6).  Indeed, God commanded His people to honor their  fathers and 
mothers, with  the promise that  it  may be well with  them, and that  they may 
live long in  the land given to them (Exodus 20:13; Ephesians 6:1-3; compare 
Psalm 1; John 15–abiding in  Christ). In  contrast, unbelievers have been 
judged already for  unbelief  and their  love of darkness (John 3:17-21). 
  
11.2 Great  Rewards  and  Treasure .  God also speaks of great rewards 
(Genesis 15:1;Psalm 19:11;  Jeremiah 31:16; Matthew  5:12; Luke 6:32, 35; 
Hebrews 10:35). 
 
11.2.1 Abraham . As God ratified  His covenant with  Abraham, God promised 
that  Abraham would receive a very great reward. In  Abraham, all the families  
of the earth will  be blessed (Genesis 15:1; 12:3).  
 
11.2.2 Keeping  Yahwehôs Judgments . Servants of God who keep the 
judgments of Yahweh shall receive great reward (“ ˑ˵ ˟ ː̄”) (Psalm 19:9-11).  
 
11.2.2 Persecution .  Rejoice and be glad when persecuted, because great is 
your reward in  heaven (Matthew  5:12; Luke 6:32).  
 
11.2.3 Love  Your  Enemies . Loving your enemies also produces great 
reward (Luke 6:35; 1 Samuel 14:19; Proverbs 25:12). 
 
11.2.4 Do  Good . Doing good also produces great reward  (Luke 6:35). 
 
11.2.5 Lend  Expecting  Nothing  in  Return . Lending while expecting 
nothing  in  return  produces your great reward (Luke 6:35). 
 
11.2.6 Confidence . Showing sympathy to prisoners and accepting joyfully  
the seizure of your property  brings confidence of a better possession and a 
lasting one; such confidence should not be thrown  away, because it  has great 
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reward (“ɛŮɔ ɚɖɜ ɛɘůɗŬˊɞŭɞů Ŭɜ”) (Hebrews 10:34-35; compare Matthew  
25: 26-34). 
 
11.3 Righteous . Surely the reward for  the righteous (“˧ ˏ˶ ˋ̛ ˘̀˒˞ ˵˧ ˏ̎ ˒̜˒˪”) will  
come from  God who judges on earth (Psalm 58:11; Proverbs 11:18). 
 
11.4 Children . Children  are a reward from  the LORD (Psalm 127:3). 
 
11.5 Riches,  Honor  and  Life . The reward of humility  and fear of the LORD 
are riches, honor and life  (Proverbs 22:4). 
 
11.6 Treasures  in  Heaven . Jesus also revealed great treasure in  heaven. 
 
11.6.1 Store  Up . Jesus commanded that  His followers store up for  
themselves treasures in  heaven, where moth  nor rust destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in  or steal (Matthew  6:20).  
 
11.6.2 Follow  Him . He also commanded people to follow  Him  and sell their  
possessions and give to charity  and so their  reward would be great in  heaven 
(Matthew  19:21; Mark  10:21; Luke 12:33).  
 
11.7 Treasure  on  Earth . Believers enjoy some rewards on earth. 
 
11.7.1 Earthen  Vessels .  God rewards believers by placing treasure in  
earthen vessels, our physical bodies. This treasure consists of the power of 
God and the Light  of knowledge of the glory  of God in the face of Jesus 
shining in  our hearts (2 Corinthians  4:7). 
 
11.7.2 Heart . Jesus taught that where your heart is, there your treasure 
(“ ɗɖůŬɡɟɠ ůɞɡ”) will be also (Matthew 6:21). 
 
11.7.3 Forsaking . Leaving earthly things to walk with Jesus brings reward.  
 
11.7.4 Egypt . Forsaking earthly riches in Egypt to live for Christ brings 
reward (ñɖůŬɡɟ ɜò) we long to receive (Hebrews 11:26).  
 
11.8 Houses, Brothers, Sisters, Mothers, Children, and Farms . 
Leaving houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and farms will bring a 
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hundred fold reward in this present life, and eternal life in the age to come 
(Matthew 10:30).  
 
11.9 The  Bematos  of  Christ . When Jesus returns  to earth, He brings His 
reward with  Him,  and He will  render to each man according to his works 
(Isaiah 40:19; 62:11; Revelation 11:18; 22:12). Therefore, we should live for  
Jesus today (James 2:12; compare 1 Peter 3:10-18). Paul described Jesus 
sitting  upon the judgment  seat, called the “bematos of Christ” (“το βματος 
το Χριστο“), where each believer shall be recompensed (“κομσηται“) for  
their  deeds in  the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad 
(“ετε γαθν ετε φαλον“) (2 Corinthians  5:10). 
 
11.9.1 Fire . At that  Bematos of Christ, fire  will  test the quality  of each 
person’s works. If  anyone built  upon the foundation  of Christ  with  gold, 
silver, precious stones, they will  rewarded. If  anyone built  upon the 
foundation  of Christ  with  wood, hay, and stubble, then their  works will  be 
burned up (“əŬŰŬəŬ ůŮŰŬɘ“); even so, he himself  will  be saved, yet so as 
through  fire  (“Ŭ Ű ɠ ŭ ůɤɗ ůŮŰŬɘ, ɞ Űɤɠ ŭ ɠ ŭɘ ˊɡɟ ɠ“)(1 Corinthians  
3:10-15). Jesus will  come and bring  to light  the things hidden in darkness 
and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will  
come to him  from  God (1 Corinthians  4:5). 
 
11.9.2 Basis  for  Rewards .  When Jesus returns  to earth to vanquish His 
enemies, He slaughters His foes and removes all unbelievers from  His 
kingdom  (Matthew  25:31-46; Matthew  13:24-30). Jesus brings His reward 
with  Him,  and He will  render to each man according to his works (Isaiah 
40:10; 62:11; Revelation 22:12). The Father will  reward deeds done in secret 
(Matthew  6:4 (giving);  Matthew  6:6 (prayer)  Matthew  6:18 (fasting).  
Believers will  also be rewarded for  receiving a righteous man (Matthew  6:41; 
10:41), giving water (Matthew  10:42), enduring  persecution (great reward–
Matthew  5:12; Luke 6:23), loving people who do not love you (Matthew  
5:46), loving your enemies, doing good, lending (expecting nothing  in  
return–great reward)(Luke  6:35), fearing the commandment  of God 
(Proverbs 13:13), sowing righteousness (Proverbs 11:18), being humble and 
fearing the LORD; God has set a date to reward His bond-servants the 
prophets and those who fear His name, the small and the great (Revelation 
11:18). God also rewards faithful  stewardship (Luke 19:11-27; 1 Corinthians  
4:1-5). 
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11.9.2.1 The  Prophetôs Reward . He who receives prophet  in  the name of a 
prophet  shall receive a prophet’s reward (Matthew  10:41). 
 
11.9.2.2 The  Righteous  Manôs Reward . He who receives a righteous man 
in the name of righteousness shall receive a righteous man’s reward 
(Matthew  10:41). 
 
11.9.2.3. The  Reward  of  Inheritance . As believers work heartily  for  the 
Lord,  rather  than for  men, they will  receive the reward of inheritance,  for  
they serve the Lord  Christ (Colossians 3:24). 
 
11.9.3 Crowns  of  Reward . God revealed various crowns associated with  
rewards. 
 
11.9.3.1 Incorruptible  Crown . Believers who do all things for  the sake of 
the Gospel and run  the race exercising self-control  in  all things will  receive 
the incorruptible  crown ( űɗŬɟŰɞɜ ůŰ űŬɜɞɜ) (1 Corinthians  9:25). 
 
11.9.3.2 Crown  of  Righteousness . In  the future,  Jesus, the Lord  and 
Righteous Judge, will  award the crown of righteousness (“ τς δικαιοσνης 
στφανος“) to Paul and all people who have loved His appearing (2 Timot hy 
4:8).  
 
11.9.3.3. Crown  of  Life . After  persevering under trial,  a man will  be 
approved and he will  receive the crown of life  (“τν στφανον τς ζως “) 
which the Lord  promised to those believers who love him  (James 1:12; 
Revelation 2:10). 
 
11.9.3.4 Unfad ing  Crown  of  Glory . Elders who serve well shepherding the 
flock as examples for  them will  receive the unfading  crown of glory (“Ű ɜ 
ɛŬɟ ɜŰɘɜɞɜ Ű ɠ ŭ ɝɖɠ ůŰ űŬɜɞɜñ) when the Chief Shepherd appears (1 Peter 

5:4).  
 
11.9.3.5 Believers  as Crowns . Paul addressed the Philippian  saints as “my 
joy and crown” (ñɢŬɟ əŬ ůŰűŬɜɠ ɛɞɡò) (Philipp ians 4:1).  
 
11.9.3.6 Crown  of  Exultation . Paul called the Thessalonians saints “our 
hope, joy and crown of exultation”  (“ɛ ɜ ɚ ɠ́  ɢŬɟ  ůŰűŬɜɞɠ  
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əŬɡɢůŮɤɠ”) in  the presence of the Lord  Jesus at His coming (1 
Thessalonians 2:19).  
 
11.9.3.4 Golden  Crowns . Although  the identity  of the twenty-four  elders 
may be angels, some other beings, or believers, they wear golden crowns 
(“ůŰŮű ɜɞɡɠ ɢɟɡůɞ ɠ“) (Revelation  4:4) and cast them before the throne of 
God (Revelation 4:10).  
 
11.10 Account .  Each believer must give an account (“ɚ ɔɞɜ ŭ ůŮɘ“) to God 
for  his action on earth (Romans 14:10-13).  
 
11.12 Summary  of  the  Judgment  Seat  of  Christ . God rewards good 
works on earth and rewards people after death with  eternal life  and other 
rewards. 
 

¶ God rewards people during  their  lifetime  on earth. 

¶ God rewards people who honor their  father and mother  with  long 
life.   

¶ God provides great rewards. 

¶ God rewards people who endure persecution for His name’s sake. 

¶ God rewards people who love their enemies. 

¶ God rewards people who do good. 

¶ God rewards people who lend, expecting nothing in return. 

¶ God provides confidence, which is great reward. 

¶ God rewards the righteous. 

¶ God provides children as a reward. 



4ÈÅ !ÆÔÅÒÌÉÆÅ  %ØÅÇÅÔÉÃÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ 

 

¶ God rewards humility and the fear of the LORD with riches, honor 
and long life. 

¶ God commands His followers to lay up treasures in heaven. 

¶ God reward people who sell all their possessions to follow Jesus. 

¶ God shines the glory of God  in the face of Jesus in the earthen 
vessels as a reward. 

¶ God teaches us that where our hearts are, so also is our reward. 

¶ Leaving earthly riches to follow Jesus brings reward. 

¶ Forsaking houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and farms 
brings a hundredfold reward in this present life, and in the age to come, 
eternal life.  

¶ At the Bematos of Christ, we receive rewards. 

¶ The basis for rewards in heaven depends upon acts upon earth 
during our lifetimes.  

¶ God gives a prophet’s reward to those who receive prophets. 

¶ God rewards the righteous. 

¶ God gives the crown of righteousness to all those who love His 
appearing. 

¶ God gives the crown of life to elders who shepherd and rule well. 

¶ God gave golden crowns to the twenty-four elders in heaven.



 

Section  Twelve  
 

satan,  demons  and  the  
Future  

 

 
 

 
What happens to the devil and his demons in the future? As Jesus 

confronted  demons living  in  people, they feared Him  and recognized Him  
immediately.  They applied divine  titles  to Jesus and recognized His power to 
judge them and destroy them. They knew that  great torment  awaited them.
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12.1 The  Fall  of  Satan . In  Ezekiel 28, God spoke of the King of Tyre as 
present in  Eden, the garden of God (Ezekiel 28:13). Therefore, we know that  
the devil was actually described there because the physical King of Tyre was 
not living  in  the Garden of Eden. At some point  before the Garden of Eden, 
God created the devil and made him  a covering cherub (“̀ː˩̡̙˒ˢ ˟ ̐˶ˋ̕“), adorned 
with  every precious stone (Ezekiel 28:13).  The devil was on the holy 
mountain  of God  (“˫˧ ˏs ̂ˌ˞ ̅ˑˡ˔˵ ˶˒ˢˋ̌“) and walked in  the midst  of the stones of 
fire  (“ ˓̠ ˋ˩ ˓̖˒ˢ ˋ˸ ˏs  ̅ ː˞- ˧ ːˮˋ˟ ˒˞  ̀ ̡˸ˋ̌“). One day the devil sinned. God cast him  as profane 
from  the holy mountain  of God and God destroyed him,  the covering cherub, 
from  the midst  of the stones of fire  (Ezekiel 28:16). 
  
12.1.2 Before  Eden . Sometime before his appearance in the Garden of 
Eden, the devil sinned as the covering cherub, and God said of the covering 
cherub: “and I  have destroyed you” (“ ́ˋl ˑ̌˒˞ ˗˓x“) (Ezekiel 28:16). This destruction  
came with  consequences, but it  was not the final  judgment  for  the devil. 
 
12.1.3 The  Garden  of  Eden . The devil sinned again in  the Garden of Eden, 
and God cursed the devil for  deceiving Eve so that  she sinned (Genesis 3:14-
15).  
 
12.2 The  ruler  of  this  World . The devil holds power given to him  by God 
to rule the world  (John 12:31; 16:11). He has established a domain of 
darkness (Colossians 1:13). He operates through  demons and the spirit  of 
anti -Christ  (Matthew  12:44; 1 John 4:1-4).  
 
12.2.1 Falling  Like  Ligh tning . Later, during  the incarnate ministry  of 
Jesus, He commissioned the disciples to preach the kingdom  of God to 
various Jewish cities. After  their  missionary journey, the disciples returned,  
bearing the joyous news of their  ministry.  Jesus told  them that He was 
“watching satan fall  from  heaven like lightening” (Luke 10:18). Jesus also 
spoke about plundering  the house of the devil and freeing people harmed by 
the devil (Matthew  12:29; Ephesians 6:10-12). Likewise, as Jesus spoke 
about His impending  death, He taught that  “judgment is upon this world;  
now the ruler  of this world  will  be cast out” (John 12:31). Jesus linked  the 
judgment  upon the devil with  His death on the cross (John 12:20-36; 
Ephesians 1:20-21; Hebrews 2:8). As Jesus prepared His disciples for  His 
death on the cross, Jesus prophesied about the ministry  of the Holy  Spirit.  
Jesus revealed that  when He sends the Holy  Spirit  from  the Father, the Holy  



4ÈÅ !ÆÔÅÒÌÉÆÅ  %ØÅÇÅÔÉÃÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ 

 

Spirit  will  convict the world  regarding judgment,  because the ruler  of this 
world  has been judged (“ə əɟɘŰŬɘ”) (John 15:26, 16:11). A series of judgments 
awaits the devil for  his evil acts, but a final  judgment  remains. He will  be cast 
into  the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20, 20:10). Jesus helps the descendants 
of Abraham, but not the devil and his angels (Hebrews 2:16). 
 
 
12.2.3 The  devil  Roam s. After  his fall  from  heaven, the devil roamed the 
world  and appeared before God in heaven to accuse men on earth (Job 1:6-
12; compare Revelation 12:10 and 1 Peter 5:8).  
 
12.2.4 The  devil  Rules . The devil rules the world  (Ephesians 2:2), having  
established his domain of darkness upon it  (Colossians 1:13). He holds men 
as captive slaves by their  fear of death (Hebrews 2:15).  The devil and his 
demons indwell  men and animals (Mark 1:23; Matthew  8:32).  They cause 
physical deformities  (Luke 13:11), deafness and muteness (Mark  9:25), and 
illness (Matthew  17:15).   
 
12.2.5 The  devil  Accuses . In  heaven, the devil appears before God to 
accuse the brethren  night  and day (Revelation 12:10).  
 
12.3 War  in  Heaven . In  the future,  Michael will  wage war with  superior  
strength against the devil and his angels, who will  lose the war. Michael and 
his army win  the battle in  heaven against the devil and his army of evil 
(Revelation 12:7-12). 
 
12.3.1 The  devil  and  h is  ang els  Cast  Down  to  Earth .  After  losing the 
battle in  heaven, the devil will  be thrown  down to earth. A third  of the angels 
were thrown  down to earth with  him,  because they followed him  in heaven. 
No longer will  a place be found for  them in heaven (Revelation 12:7-8).  
 
12.3.2 War  against  Israel  and  the  Saints . Knowing  his time is short 
upon the earth, the devil will  wage war against Israel and the saints 
(Revelation 12:10-13-18).   
 
12.4 demonic  Wisdom . The devil has demonic wisdom and was “wiser” 
(James 3:15) than Daniel (Ezekiel 28:3),  in  that  no secret was hidden from  
him  (compare Daniel 1:17).  
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12.5 satan,  demons  and  Judgment . Satan sins in  many ways and 
experiences a series of judgments upon him  for  his actions. 
 
 
12.5.1 demons  and  Torment . Demons torment  the lives of people on 
earth. Those same demons feared Jesus when they met Him.   Particularly,  
they feared His power to torment  them. We can learn about torment  for  them 
by what they said to Jesus.  
 
12.5.1.1 Legion . One day Jesus met demons in the country  of the Gadarenes. 
Seeing Jesus, they said to Him:  “What business do we have with  each other, 
Son of God?” From this first  statement, we need to understand that  those 
demons: (a) knew that  Jesus was there for  a purpose involving  them; and (b) 
that  Jesus was the Son of God. The demons then continued:  “Have you come 
here to torment  us before the time (“ɚɗŮɠ ŭŮ ˊɟ əŬɘɟɞ ɓŬůŬɜ ůŬɘ 
ɛ ɠ“)?   

 
12.5.1.2 Recognized . The demons recognized that  Jesus had already set a 
time to torment  (“ɓŬůŬɜůŬɘ”) them in the future  (Matthew  8:29;  see also 
Mark  5:7 and Luke 8:28) . 
 
12.5.1.3 Suffer . The demons understood that  Jesus would cause them to 
suffer torment  at some point  in  the future.  Please note that  this “torment” 
(“ɓŬůŬɜ ůŬɘ”) in  other forms describes the pain of child  birth  (Revelation 
12:2); a boat battered by waves (Matthew  14:24); paralyzing sickness 
(Mathew 8:6);  straining  at the oars of a boat (Mark  6:48).  So, we know that  
these demons were inhabiting  two men on earth, and they knew a ti me of 
torment  awaited them, set by Jesus, the Son of God. Speaking as one, the 
demons begged: “I implore  you by God, do not torment  me!” (Mark  5:7). 
  
12.6 The  Mark  of  the  Beast . During  the Tribulation,  the Sea Beast rises to 
power (Revelation 13:1-11). The Earth Beast also comes and causes all people, 
great and small, to receive the mark of the Sea Beast so that  they can buy or 
sell (Revelation 13:11-18).  
 
12.6.1 Judgment . God pronounces judgment  upon each person bearing the 
mark of the beast. Each of them will  drink  of wine of the wrath  of God, which 
is mixed in  foll strength in  the cup of His anger; and he will  be tormented  
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with  fire  and brimstone  in the presence of the holy angels and in  the presence 
of the Lamb.   
 
12.6.2 Smoke  of  Torment .  The smoke of their  torment  goes up forever 
and ever; they have no rest day and night,  those who worship  the beast and 
his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name (Revelation 14:9-11). 
 
12.7 Human  Death  and  Demons . Please remember that  Jesus said that  
we should never fear those who kill  the body, but are unable to kill  the soul; 
but rather  fear Him  who is able to destroy both soul and body in  hell 
(Matthew  10:28).  
 
12.7.1 Fear  of  Death . Satan controls the domain of darkness, which 
operates on earth to enslave men through  the fear of death during  their  
lifetime  on earth (Luke 4:6; Revelation 13:2; John 16:11; Colossians 1:13; 
Hebrews 2:15). Unbelievers have the devil as their  father (John 8:44)  and the 
commander of their  lives (Ephesians 2:1-3).  
 
12.7.2 Temptation . The devil and his angels also cause believers and 
unbelievers great problems and tempt  them to sin (Matthew  4:1-11; 1 
Corinthians  10:13; 1 Thessalonians 3:5; Hebrews 4:15, 11:37; James 1:13-14, 
4:7, 5:8-11).  
 
12.7.3 Eve  and  Adam .   The devil deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden and 
Eve sinned (Genesis 3:1-7; 1 Timothy  2:14). Although  Adam was not 
deceived, Adam still  sinned and sin entered the world  and death through  sin, 
so that  death spread to all men—because all sinned (Romans 5:12). 
 
12.7.4 Judas  Iscariot . Judas Iscariot  fell  into  the grasp of the devil. First,  
the devil put  into  the heart of Judas Iscariot  to betray Jesus (John 13:2). Then 
the devil entered into  Judas Iscariot  after Jesus identified  Judas Iscariot  as 
the one who would betray Him  (John 13:27). We know that  the devil directly  
influences the lives of people on earth, and the devil entered Judas to betray 
Jesus. Jesus understood that  Judas Iscariot  would betray Him,  and called 
Judas Iscariot   the son of destruction  (“ ɡ ɠ Ű ɠ ˊɤɚŮ Ŭɠ“), knowing that  
the Scripture must be fulfilled  (John 17:12). 
 
12.7.5 Peter . At Caesarea Philip pi, Peter had a great day. He declared that  
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living  God. Jesus told  Peter that  flesh 
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and blood had not revealed that  truth  to him,  but the Father of Jesus had 
revealed that  Jesus was the Christ. Jesus then explained that  He must go to 
Jerusalem, where He would be betrayed and killed,  and raised on the third  
day. Peter immediately  objected: “Mercy to you, Lord.  This shall never 
happen to you.” Jesus then rebuked Peter: “Get behind Me, Satan” 
(“ɈˊŬɔŮ ˊ ůɤ ɛɞɡ, ɆŬŰŬɜñïcompare Matthew  4:10 “Go, satan 
(“ɈˊŬɔŮ, ɆŬŰŬɜ“))! You are a stumbling  block to Me; for  you are not setting 
your mind  on God’s interest,  but man’s (Matthew  16:13-23). Even after we 
have great times in  Jesus, Satan can still  speak through  us, when we set our 
mind on man’s interest,  and not God’s. 
 
12.7.6 The  Nations . After  the Millennial  Reign of Christ, the devil will  be 
released from  the abyss, and will  deceive the nations. Then nations will  
assemble on the broad plain  of the earth and surround  the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city (Revelation 20:7-8). Then fire  will  come down from  
heaven and destroy those armies; the devil who deceived them was thrown  
into  the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:9-10). 
 
12.8 Tartarus . Peter used  the term Tartarus (“ŰŬɟŰŬɟ ůŬɠ”–actually an 
aorist participle),  and not Hell,  to describe the prison  for  the angels who 
sinned (2 Peter 2:4).  
 
12.8.1 Chains  of  Darkness . Tartarus had chains of darkness, where those 
beings, not humans, were kept awaiting future judgment  (2 Peter 2:4; 1 Peter 
3:19).  
 
12.9 The  Abyss . When you compare Jude 1:7 with  2 Peter 2:4, it  seems clear 
that  fallen angels are jailed in  the abyss as they await the time of their  
judgment.  Likewise, after Babylon has fallen, it  becomes a dwelling  place of 
demons and a prison for  every unclean spirit  (Revelation 18:2). 
 
12.9.1 Usage  of  the  Term  Abyss .  The term “abyss” appears nine times in  
the New Testament.  
 
12.9.1.1 Spiritual  Prison . It  apparently refers to a spiritual  prison 
(Revelation 20:7–“τς φυλακς“) for  evil spirits  with  a spiritual  shaft on 
earth leading to a place below of intense burning,  with  smoke arising from  it  
as a furnace.  
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12.9.1.2 The  Key  to  the  Abyss . The spiritual  shaft leading to the abyss 
requires a key to open it,  and may be locked and sealed (Luke 8:31; Romans 
10:7; Revelation 9:1-2; 9:11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1). During  the Tribulation,  the key 
to the abyss was given to the star which fell  from  heaven (probably  an angel) 
and he opened the shaft of the  abyss (“ɜɞɘɝŮɜ Ű űɟ Ŭɟ Ű ɠ ɓ ůůɞɡ“). 
Great smoke arose from  the shaft (“Űɞ űɟ ŬŰɞɠ“) and darkened the sun and 
the air  by the smoke of the shaft (“Űɞ űɟ ŬŰɞɠ“) (Revelation 9:2). Locusts 
(probably  demons) arose from  the smoke and plagued the the men who did 
not have the seal of God on their  foreheads (Revelation 9:4). 
 
12.9.2 demons,  the  devil  and  the  Abyss . Demons implored  Jesus not to 
send them away into  the abyss (“Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ɓɡůůɞɜ ˊŮɚɗŮ ɜ“) (Luke 8:31).  At 
the time that  Christ  descends to earth and slays His enemies, an angel will  
descend from  heaven, holding  the key of the abyss and a great chain in  his 
hand. He will  lay hold of the devil, bind  him  for  a thousand years, and thr ow 
the devil into  the abyss, shut it,  and seal it  over him,  so that  he would not 
deceive the nations any longer, until  the thousand years were completed, 
whereupon he would be released for  a short time (Revelation 20:1-3). 
 
12.9.3 The   k ing  of  the  Abyss . The angel of the abyss (“Ű ɜ ɔɔŮɚɞɜ Ű ɠ 
ɓ ůůɞɡ“) is the king of the locusts plaguing the earth, which arose from  the 

smoke of the shaft of the abyss. In  Hebrew, his name is abaddon 
(“ɓŬŭŭ ɜ“) and in  Greek he has the name apollyon  (“́ ɞɚɚ ɤɜ“) 
(Revelation 9:11). apollyon  rules over the abyss, but he is kept under lock and 
key from  leaving the abyss (Revelation 9:1-2; Revelation 20:1). 
 
12.9.4 The  beast  of  the  Abyss . After  the two witnesses finish  their  
testimony  during  the Tribulation,  the beast (“Ű ɗɖɟ ɞɜ“) who comes up out 
of the abyss, makes war with  the two witnesses, overcomes them and kill s 
them (Revelation 11:7; see Revelation 13:1ff.). That beast was, and is not, and 
is about to come up out of the abyss and goes to destruction  (“́ ɚŮɘŬɜ“) 
(Revelation 17:8). Notice that  the destruction  of the beast happens after the 
Tribulation,  when the beast and the false prophet  are thrown  into  the Lake 
of Fire (Revelation 19:20).  
 
12.9.4.1 Was,  Is  Not,  Will  Come . The beast that  was, is not, and will  
be comes up from  the abyss. That beast only emerges from  the abyss when 
the star fallen from  heaven unlocks and opens the Shaft of the Abyss 
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(Revelation 9:2). Because this beast was, this fact apparently means that  he 
was loosed on earth before, and now has been imprisoned  in the abyss unti l 
the time of Revelation 9:2, during  the Tribulation.  Therefore, the abyss 
serves as a holding  jail  for  evil spirits,  kept under lock and key (see Jude 1:7).   
 
12.10 Christ  Appears . When Christ  appears and slays His enemies,  two 
events take place. 
 
12.10.1 beast  and  false  prophet . When Christ appears, the beast and the 
false prophet  are sent directly  to the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20). 
 
12.10.2 The  devil  Bound . When Christ appears, an angel comes down from  
heaven holding  the key to the abyss, lays hold of the devil, binds him  for  a 
thousand years, and throws him  into  the abyss and shuts and seals it  
(Revelation 20:1-3).  
 
12.10.3 The  devil  Released . The devil is not destroyed in the abyss, 
because he is released at the end of the Millennial  Reign of Christ  and 
deceives the nations again (Revelation 20:11). During  the Tribulation,  the 
devil will  cast believers into  prison on earth, but when Christ  returns,  the 
devil will  be imprisoned  (Revelation 20:1-3).  
 
12.7 The  Destiny  of  satan  and  demons . Jesus proclaimed that  the Lake 
of Fire had been prepared for  the devil and his angels (Matthew  25:41). After  
the final  rebellion  he foments, the devil will  be thrown  in the Lake of Fire 
(Revelation 20:10). 
 
 
12.8 Summary  of  demons,  the  devil  and  the  Future . The future looks 
very dark for  the demons and the devil. They will  be subdued when Christ  
returns  to earth. They ultimately  will  end up in  the Lake of Fire, where they 
will  be tormented  day and night  forever. 
 

• Satan, the devil, the great dragon, the serpent of old, are all names 
for  the same evil being. 

 

• The devil fell  into  sin because of pride.  
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• After  God cast the devil down, the devil roams the earth, seeking 
whom he may devour.  

 

• The devil seeks permission from  God to tempt  people and to afflict  
people. 

• The devil rules the earth. 
 

• The devil stands before God, accusing believers night  and day. 

• Satan deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden. 

• Satan controlled  the King of Tyre. 

• Satan entered into  Judas Iscariot  and spoke through  Peter. 

• Jesus watched satan fall  like lightni ng. 

• Jesus plundered the house of satan, having bound that  strong man. 

• Ultimately,  Jesus rules the earth and the domain of darkness. 

• Jesus frees people held captive by fear of death. 

• Satan has been judged and one day will  be thrown  into  the Abyss, 
chained there during  the Millennial  Reign of Christ.  

 

• The devil loses the war in  heaven and will  be cast out. 

• Everyone who takes the Mark  of the Beast during  the Tribulation  
will  suffer greatly and eternally.  

• Satan will  wage war against Israel and the saints. 

• Jesus will  appear, slay His enemies, and throw  the devil into  the 
Abyss, locked with  a key, for  a thousand years, the Millennial  Reign of Christ  
upon earth. 

• When Christ  appears, the false prophet  and the beast will  be thrown  
into  the Lake of Fire, prepared for  them. 
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• After  the Millennial  Reign of Christ, satan will  be released from  the 
Abyss, and then thro wn into  the Lake of Fire, where he will  be tormented  day 
and night  forever and ever.  

• demons fear the day of judgment,  and know that  torment  awaits 
them in the Lake of Fire. 

• Today, some demons have been confined to pits of darkness in  
Tartarus, but they will  later be judged and thrown  in the Lake of Fire.



 

Section  Thirteen  
 
 

The  Great  White  Throne  
 

 
 

 
What happens at the Great White  Judgment? After  the Millennia l 

Reign of Christ, and after the Final  Rebellion, the devil will  be thrown  into  
the Lake of Fire. Heaven and earth have fled away (Revelation 20:11; Psalm 
102:25-26; Isaiah 65:17; Hebrews 1:12; 1 Peter 3:10-13; 1 John 2:17), and the 
great and the small appear at the Great White  Throne Judgment.
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13.1. beast,  false  prophet  First . When Christ commences His Millennial  
Reign, the beast and the false prophet are seized and thrown  alive into  the 
Lake of Fire which burns with  brimstone  (Revelation 19:20). Jesus taught 
that  the eternal fire,  burning  both in  Gehenna and in the Lake of Fire, has 
been prepared for  the devil and his angels (Matthew  25:41). The beast and 
the false prophet  appear to be the first  inhabitants  of the Lake of Fire. 
 
13.2 satan  Second . After  the Final  Rebellion, the devil is thrown  into  the 
Lake of Fire and brimstone  (Revelation 20:10). Just as the demons feared 
when they stood before Christ on earth, the devil, the beast and the false 
prophet  experience torment  in  the Lake of Fire day and night forever and 
ever (Revelation 20:10). 
 
13.3 Death,  Hades  and  the  Sea.  At the Great White  Throne Judgment, 
the sea, Hades and Death gave up (“ŭɤəŮɜ“) the dead in them (“Űɞ ɠ 
ɜŮəɟɞ ɠ Űɞ ɠ ɜ Ŭ Ű“) (Revelation 20:13). The sea also gave up its dead (it  
seems that  bodies are in  the sea; remember Matthew  10:28). The dead were 
judged (“əɟ ɗɖůŬɜ“) according to their  works  (“əŬŰ Ű ɟɔŬ Ŭ Ű ɜ“) 
(Revelation 20:13; Revelation 11:18; 21:8,14;  1 Corinthians  15:21, 54).  Jesus 
finally  abolishes all rule and all authority  and power (“́ ůŬɜ ɟɢ ɜ əŬ 
ˊ ůŬɜ ɝɞɡů Ŭɜ əŬ ŭ ɜŬɛɘɜ“), including  all the power, the world  forces of 
this darkness, and the spiritua l forces of wickedness in  the heavenly places 
(Ephesians 6:12).  Finally,  Death itself  shall be abolished (1 Corinthians  
15:25; Revelation 20:14). All  the people resurrected to judgment  shall stand 
before the Great White  Throne and will  be sentenced to the Lake of Fire. 
Every knee shall bow  and every tongue shall confess that  Jesus is Lord,  to 
the glory of God the Father (Philippians  2:11). 
 
13.4 The  Great  White  Throne  Trial.  Jesus vividly  described the trial  of 
the wicked standing before the Great White  Throne Judgment.  
 
13.4.1 Humans  Great  and  Small . Heaven and earth have fled away from  
the presence of Jesus sitting  upon the Great White  Throne for  judgment.  
Jesus revealed that  all judgment  had been given to Him  by His Father (John 
5:22-23). At the Great White Thrown,  unbelievers come forth  to a 
resurrection  of judgment  (John 5: 29).  
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13.4.2 Great  White  Throne  Witnesses . At the Great White  Throne 
Judgment, witnesses will  stand and provide testimony  about specific groups 
of people. 
 
13.4.2.1 The  Men  of  Nine veh . At the Great White  Throne Judgment, the 
men of Nineveh will  rise up at the judgment  and testify  that  they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, but the generation hearing the preaching of Jesus 
(something greater than Jonah) failed to repent (Matthew  12:41; Luke 11:32). 
 

13.4.2.2 The  Queen  of  the  South . Likewise, the Queen of the South will  
rise up with  that  generation seeing Jesus in  the flesh and will  condemn it,  
because she came from  the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
but the present generation failed to receive Jesus as Messiah, who is greater 
than Solomon (Matthew  12:42; Luke 11:31). 
 
13.4.2.3 Moses . Jesus taught that  Moses will  accuse people before the 
Father (John 5:45). Some people falsely hoped that  following  the Law of 
Moses would get them into  heaven, but they were mistaken. Only faith  in  
Jesus as Messiah brings eternal life.  

 
13.4.2.4 Personal  Testimony . At the Great White  Throne Trial,  each 
unbeliever will  give an accounting for  every careless word that  person 
spoken; by the words spoken people will  be justified  and by their  words 
people will  be condemned, for  those words come from  the heart (Matthew  
12:34-37; Matthew  5:22; 1 Peter 4:5). The New American Standard Bible 
translates Matthew  5:22 as “guilty before the court” (“Ű əɟ ůŮɘ“). I  prefer the 
translation  to “in the judgment.” Every other use of the same Greek phrase 
(“Ű əɟ ůŮɘ“) is always translated as “the judgment” (Matthew  12:41, 42; Luke 
10:14, 11:31, 11:32).  Furthermore,  also in  Matthew  5:22, I  prefer the 
translati on “the Sanhedrin” (“Ű  ůɡɜŮŭɟ“) (“and not “supreme court”) 
because every other use of the term Ű  ůɡɜŮŭɟ always refers to the 
Sanhedrin in  Jerusalem on earth (Acts 5:27, 34; 6:15; 23:1, 6, 15; see also 
Matthew  10:17 and Mark  13:9 where the plural  refers to local courts and 
further  references to the Sanhedrin in  Jerusalem– Matthew  25:59; Mark  
14:55, 15:1,43; Luke 22:66; 23:50;  John 11:47; Acts 4:15; 5:21, 27, 34, 41; 6:12, 
15; 22:5, 30; 23:1, 6, 15, 20, 28; 24:20 ).  While  I  appreciate the parallelism  
between ɜɞɢɞɠ ůŰŬɘ Ű əɟ ůŮɘ  and ɜɞɢɞɠ ůŰŬɘ Ű  ůɡɜŮŭɟ in  Matthew  
5:22 supporting  the comparison between human courts, the other uses of the 
term settles the matter  for  me. Furthermore,  the phrase in  every other 
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occurrence references the Great White  Throne Judgment, and particularly  
the witnesses appearing there. Therefore, in  Matthew  5:22, the words spoken 
by each unbeliever will  condemn them at “the judgment” related to the  Great 
White  Throne. Words will  also condemn them on earth before the Sanhedrin 
(“Ű  ůɡɜŮŭɟ“) in  Mathew 5:22.  Furthermore,  Jesus means that  being 
angry with  your brother  makes you guilty  in  the judgment,  and your own 
words condemn you both on earth before the Sanhedrin and at the Great 
White  Throne (see also 1 John 2:9, 11; 3:15; 4;20) .  Notice in  Matthew  5:22, 
properly  translated, that  Jesus linked  evil words spoken on earth with  the 
Great White  Throne Judgment and then the sentence to Hell.  In  Matthew  
5:24-26, Jesus explained further  that  guilty  parties lose in  court,  the judge 
hands them over to the officer,  and then they are thrown  into  prison.  Notice 
further  that  they will  not get out of that  prison  until  they have paid the last 
cent to the judgment  creditor  (Matthew  5;26). As discussed below, this 
sequence favors Hell  as the place you go after the Great White  Throne 
Judgment.  
 

13.5 The  Books . In  addition  to the witnesses, certain books were opened 
(“ɓɘɓɚ Ŭ ɜɞ ɢɗɖůŬɜ”). We know that  one book is the Book of Life (“ ůŰɘɜ 
Ű ɠ ɕɤ ɠ”)  and the dead were judged (“əɟ ɗɖůŬɜ ɞ ɜŮəɟɞ”) from  the things 
written  in  the books according to their  deeds. Therefore, we know that  God 
keeps a record not only of saved individuals,  but also the deeds of unbelievers 
(see the Books of Life). Of course, as omniscient  God, He knows all things 
and does not need books to recollect anything.  Jesus proclaimed that  He 
would judge in righteousness (John 5:30),  and not by appearance (John 
7:24). According to His Gospel, God will  judge the secrets of men through  
Christ  Jesus (Romans 2:16).  
 
13.6 The  Sentences  Imposed . Everyone appearing at the Great White  
Throne Judgment will  be sentenced to the Lake of Fire. But, within  the Lake 
of Fire, different  degrees of torment  will  be assigned by Judge Jesus, 
according to their  works. They will  all be condemned for  rejecting Jesus as 
Messiah, and then they will  be punished according to their  deeds. A few 
examples highlight  the concept of punishment  fitting  the bad deeds. 
 
13.6.1  The  Parable  of  the  Master  Returns . As Jesus illustrated  in  the 
parable of  The Master Returns, Jesus indicated that  every slave that  knew 
his master’s will  and did not act in  obedience to that  will  or get ready will  
receive many lashes (“ŭŬɟ ůŮŰŬɘ ́ ɞɚɚ ɠ“). In  contrast,  the slave who did not 
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know his mater’s will  and committed  deeds worthy  of a flogging (“́ɚɖɔ ɜ“), 
will  receive only a few lashes (“ŭŬɟ ůŮŰŬɘ ɚ ɔŬɠ“).  The degree of 
punishment  (“lashes”) imposed varied with  the slave’s knowledge of the 
master’s will  and the acts of the slave.  Everyone appearing for  judgment  at 
the Great White  throne Trial  will  be sentenced to the Lake of Fire, but the 
degree of punishment  depends upon personal knowledge and personal evil 
acts. 
 
13.6.2 Chorazin  and  Bethsaida . Jesus pronounced woe upon Chorazin 
and Bethsaida. He performed great miracles there, and those cities rejected 
Him  as Savior. Jesus proclaimed that  Tyre and Sidon would have repented 
long ago if  they saw the miracles of Jesus, and would have put on sackcloth 
and ashes. (Matthew  11:22). Jesus knows all possible futures.  
 
13.6.3 Capernaum . At the Great White  Throne Judgment, Capernaum, 
where Jesus did so many miracles, will  also incur  great wrath.  Jesus noted 
that  Sodom would have repented at the miracles of Jesus, but Capernaum 
did not. So Capernaum will  suffer greater judgment  than Sodom in the day 
of judgment  (Matthew  11:24). Jesus holds people accountable for  the 
miracles they saw and the light  shone upon them. He judges them for  loving 
darkness and rejecting Him as the Light  of the world  (John 3:16-21). 
 
13.6.4 Knowing  Godôs Will . Jesus also described greater punishment  for  
those people who know the Master’s will,  but did get ready and act in  
accordance with  the Master’s will.  They will  receive many lashes. In  contrast, 
those people who did not know the Master’s will,  but committed  deeds 
worthy  of a flogging, shall receive only a few lashes (Luke 12:47-48).  
 
13.7 Make  Friends . Jesus taught that  if  you know someone has something 
against you, then you should leave your offering  at the altar  and first  be 
reconciled to your brother  (ˊɟ Űɞɜ ŭɘŬɚɚ ɔɖɗɘ Ű  ŭŮɚű ůɞɡ“). 
Otherwise, you will  be brought  to trial  and put in  prison.  Once imprisoned,  
you will  not get out until  you have paid the last cent (Mt  5:23-26). God is not 
willing  for  any to perish, but for  all to come to repentance today (2 Peter 
3:9).  Torment  awaits everyone sentenced to the Lake of Fire. Make friends 
with  Jesus and receive the free gift  of salvation today and no torment  
tomorrow.   
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 13.8 Summary of th e Great White Throne Judgment . After both the 
Millennial Reign of Christ and the Final Rebellion, the unbelievers great and 
small appear before the Great White Throne for divine judgment according 
to their deeds. 

¶ When Jesus begins His Millennial Reign, the beast and the false 
prophet are thrown into the Lake of Fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels. They appear to be the first inhabitants of the Lake of Fire. 

¶ After the Final Rebellion, the devil is thrown into the Lake of Fire.  

¶ The Sea, Death and Hades give up the dead which are in them and 
they proceed to the Great White Throne Judgment.  

¶ After giving up the dead within them, Death and Hades are thrown 
into the Lake of Fire, the second death. 

¶ Because Death and Hades are thrown  into  the Lake of Fire, they are 
dif ferent places than the Lake of Fire. 

¶ The Sea was part  of the earth that  fled away from  the presence of 
Jesus as He sat on the Great White  Throne.  

¶ Jesus sits upon The Great White Throne and judges the unbelievers 
great and small gathered before Him.  

¶ Witnesses testify and books are opened as exhibits entered into 
evidence before Jesus presiding over the divine court. 

¶ The men of Nineveh will rise up and testify that they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, but the generation hearing Jesus, infinitely greater than 
Jonah, did not repent.  
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¶ The Queen of the South shall condemn the generation hearing 
Jesus, because she came from afar to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Jesus is 
infinitely greater than Solomon, yet the people did not repent.  

¶ Moses will rise up and condemn every person trusting in salvation 
by keeping the Law of Moses, because the Law was never intended to justify 
any flesh, but to remind people of their continual sinfulness and need of the 
Savior, Jesus Christ the righteous.  

¶ Every person standing before the Great White Throne will give an 
account of every careless word they have spoken and be held accountable. By 
their own words and knowledge of God they will be found sinners, and so be 
sentenced to the Lake of Fire. 

¶  The unbelievers great and small will be judged from the things 
written in the Book of Life and other books recording their deeds and 
rejection of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. 

¶ Jesus will judge in righteousness and some standing before the 
Great White Throne wil l receive many lashes and some fewer lashes. 

¶ Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum witnessed the great works of 
power of Jesus, yet they did not repent and turn to Him as Savior. They will 
receive greater wrath because they received greater revelation. 

¶ People knowing the will an d character of God, the Master, will 
receive more wrath because they did not act according to what they knew 
about God. 

¶ People today should make friends of like faith who will be in heaven 
to greet them, so that they will not join the members of the family  of the devil 
in the Lake of Fire.



 

Section  Fourteen  

 

The  Lake  of  Fire  
 

 
 
 

  When do people go into  the Lake of Fire? The phrase “The Lake of Fire” 
only occurs four times in the New Testament.  Let us look at each one of 
them.
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14.1  Revelation 19:20 .  When Christ returns to Earth and slays the wicked 
with the sword from His mouth, and just before He begins His Millennial 
Reign on Earth, the beast and the false prophet are seized and thrown alive 
into the Lake of Fire burning with brimstone (Revelation 19 :20).    

14.1.1 Beast and False Prophet . Notice that this first use of the term “Lake 
of Fire” shows that the first named inhabitants of the Lake of Fire are the 
beast and the false prophet–evil angels. Please recall that Jesus said that the 
“eternal fire” was prepared for the devil and his angels, but warns that 
accursed humans will go to that same “eternal fire” (“ˊɡɟ ɠ Ŭ ɤɜ ɞɡ“) 
(Matthew 25:41).   

14.1.2 Eternal Fire . As we have seen, Hades is also a place of “eternal fire.” 
Jesus did not name the place of eternal fire, because He left room for 
unbelievers to go to Hell at death, and then later at the Great White Throne 
Trial to be sentenced to the Lake of Fire. As above, eternal fire burns in 
Hades, Hell, and the Lake of Fire. 

14.2 Revelation  20:10 .  After the Millennial Reign of Christ and after the 
Final Rebellion, the devil will be thrown into the Lake of Fire.    
 
14.2.1 The Devil . After the Final Rebellion, the devil is t hrown into the Lake 
of Fire to join the beast and the false prophet where they have been for more 
than a thousand years.  
 
14.2.2 Torment . In the Lake of Fire, the devil, the beast and false prophet 
suffer continual torment in the Lake of Fire, not annihil ation. There, they will 
tormented day and night forever and ever (“əŬ ɓŬůŬɜɘůɗ ůɞɜŰŬɘ ɛ ɟŬɠ əŬ 
ɜɡəŰ ɠ Ů ɠ Űɞ ɠ Ŭ ɜŬɠ Ű ɜ Ŭ ɜɤɜ“). Before anyone appears at the Great 
White Throne Judgment, the devil, the false prophet and the beast have all 
been thrown into the Lake of Fire. We have no record that anyone else is in 
the Lake of Fire at that point in time, which is still in the far future from 
today. 
 
14.3 Revelation  20:14 . Death and Hades will be thrown into the Lake of 
Fire. 
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14.3.1 Destruction of  the Earth .  Before the Earth and the heavens are 
destroyed by fire, Jesus will sit upon the Great White Throne. At that time, 
Earth and heaven fled away (“űɡɔŮɜ”), and no place was found for them 
(“Ű ˊɞɠ ɞ ɢ Ů ɟ ɗɖ Ŭ Űɞ ɠ“) (Revelation 20:11).  Peter described the burning 
destruction of Earth and the heavens (2 Peter 3:10).  
 
14.3.2 Death and Hades.  All the dead will be gathered before Jesus as He 
sits on the Great White Throne. Then,  death and Hades will be thrown into 
the Lake of Fire. Therefore, Hades and the Lake of Fire are not the same 
place.  
 
14.4 Revelation  20:15 . After death and Hades have been thrown into the 
Lake of Fire, all the dead people standing before the Great White Throne will 
be judged. 
 
14.4.1 The Books . The unbelievers, great and small, will all stand for trial 
and judgment at the Great White Throne. If their names are not written in 
the Book of Life (see Books), then they are thrown into the Lake of Fire. As 
they stand before that throne, then the books will opened and their deeds 
recounted. Everyone who appears before the Great White Throne goes into 
the Lake of Fire because no believer goes to judgment concerning eternal life.  
 
14.4.2 Salvation . At the moment of salvation on Earth, the believer passed 
out of judgment into life (John 4:24).  Therefore, the dead, from  all ages and 
all walks of life  who died without  saving faith  in  Jesus as Savior, go the Great 
White  Throne Judgment.  
 
14.4.3 Judgment . The judgement meted out at the Great White  Throne 
concerns the severity of punishment  based upon the acts of the unbeliever 
done on earth, and recorded in the books opened at the Great White  throne.  
Some people will  suffer many stripes, and some just a few (Luke 12:48; 
Mathew 10:15).   
 
14.5 The  Second  Death . After  the devil, death and Hades have all been cast 
into  the Lake of Fire, John revealed that  the Lake of Fire is the Second Death 
(“ ɗ ɜŬŰɞɠ  ŭŮ ŰŮɟ ɠ“)  (Revelation 20:14). All  believers have been 
resurrected by the time that  all unbelievers appear before the Great White  
Throne Judgment.  
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 14.6 Summa ry . The Lake of Fire represents the final  abode of the wicked 
beings opposed to God. The ungodly will  be tormented  there in  eternal fire  
day and night  forever and ever. 
  

• Jesus disclosed that  the “eternal fire” was prepared for  the devil and 
his angels. The eternal fire  exists in  Hades, Hell,  and the Lake of Fire. 

• When the Millennial  Reign of Christ  begins, the first  beings 
explicitly  thrown  into  the Lake of Fire are the beast and the false prophet.  

 

• The beast and the false prophet  suffer  torment  day and night forever 
and ever. 

• After  both the Millennial  Reign of Christ  and the Final  Rebellion, 
the devil is thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. 
 

• The Lake of Fire is the final  destination  of the devil and his angels. 
 

• After  heaven and earth have fled away, Jesus sits for judgment  on 
the Great White  Throne. 

 

• The sea, death and Hades all give up the dead in them. 

• All  the unbelievers, great and small, stand for  trial  and judgment  at 
the Great White  Throne. They are all judged and sentenced according to their  
deeds. Some receive many stripes, some few. Everyone resurrected to 
judgement at the Great White  Throne will  sentenced to torment  in  the Lake 
of Fire. 

• Having been emptied, death and Hades are thrown  into  the Lake of 
Fire. 

• The Lake of Fire is the Second Death. 
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• Unbelievers went body and soul into  Hades at the time of their  
physical death on earth. Then all the unbelievers left  Hades and appeared at 
the Great White  Throne Judgment, where they are sentenced.  

• Having been judged and sentenced according to their  works, the 
unbelievers are then cast into  the Lake of Fire, the Second Death, where they 
are kept forever in  torment.



 

Section  Fifteen  

 

The  New  Heavens  and  
the  New  Earth  

 

 
 
 

What happens to believers after unbelievers have been cast into  the 
Lake of Fire? Having been resurrected to life,  believers reign with  Christ  
during  His Millennial  Reign on earth (2 Timothy  2:22; Revelation 20:6).
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15.1 The  Final  Rebellion  and  the  Lake  of  Fire . After  the Millennial  
Reign of Christ, the devil incites a final  rebellion  on earth and the enemies of 
Christ  are killed  on earth.  The devil and his followers are sent to the Lake of 
Fire. 
 
15.2 Heaven  and  Earth  Pass Away .  At this point,  God revealed a new 
heaven and new earth, because the first  heaven and the first  earth have 
passed away, and there is no sea (Revelation 21:1).  
 
15.3 The  New  Jerusalem . The holy city, the New Jerusalem, comes down 
from  heaven, and the tabernacle of God is among men. 
 
15.4 God  and  His  People . God will  dwell  among them and they will  be His 
people. He will  wipe away every tear and death will  be no longer. God will  
make all things new. 
 
15.5 The  Features  of  the  New  Jerusalem . The New Jerusalem has a high 
wall  with  twelve gates, with  an angel at each gate. The length, breadth and 
height of the city were fifteen  hundred miles each. No temple exists there, 
because the Lord  God Almighty  and the Lamb are its temple. In  that  city, it  
will  always be daytime, without  sun or moon. Only those people whose 
names are written  in  the Lamb’s Book of Life come into  that  city (Revelation  
21). A river  of water, clear as crystal, comes from  the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. The bond-servants of God serve Him  night  and day, and the Lord  
God will  illumine  them forever, and they will  reign forever and ever 
(Revelation 22:1-5).  
 
15.6 Summary  of  the  New  Heavens  and  the  New  Earth . After  the 
Great White  Throne Judgment, heaven and earth have passed away. God 
creates a new heaven and a new earth. The New Jerusalem becomes the 
dwelling  place for  believers, and the Lamb shines for  there. 
 

• Believers spend eternity  not in  heaven, but in  the New Jerusalem. 

• The New Jerusalem comes down to the new heaven and the new 
earth, after the first  earth and the first  heaven are no longer.   

• All  unbelievers have been thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. 
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• Only believers live in  the New Jerusalem. 

• God dwells among His people in  the New Jerusalem, and illumines  
them night  and day. 

• The New Jerusalem has no temple, no moon, and no sun. 

• God wipes away every tear from  their  eyes, and there will  be no 
mourning,  no crying, no pain, and no death there. 

• All  things have become new in the New Jerusalem. 

• All  the bond-servants of God shall have His name of their  forehead 
and shall serve Him  night  and day. 

• The bond-servants of God shall reign with  Him  forever and ever. 



 

Appendix  One  
 
 

The  New  Testament  
Verses  Describing  

Gehenna  
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In  the English Bible translations  of the Greek New Testament, the word 

“gehenna” is translated in  various ways. Therefore, I  have listed below all of 
the times that  the Greek word “gehenna” appears in  the New Testament, 
which I  will  translate as “Hell.” 

 

A.1.1. Matthew  5:22 . “But I  say to you that  everyone who is angry with  his 
brother  shall be guilty  before the court;  and whoever says to his brother,  “You 
good-for-nothing,” shall be guilty  before the supreme court;  and whoever 
says, “You fool,” shall be guilty  enough to go into  the fiery  hell.” 
 

A.1.2. Matthew  5:29 . “If your right  eye makes you stumble, tear it  out and 
throw  it  from  you; for  it  is better for  you to lose one of the parts of your body, 
than for your whole body to be thrown  into hell.” 
 

A.1.3. Matthew  5:30 . “If your right  hand makes you stumble, cut it  off and 
throw  it  from  you; for  it  is better for  you to lose one of the parts of your body, 
than for  your whole body to go into  hell.” 
 

A.1.4. Mat thew  10:28 . “Do not fear those who kill  the body but are unable 
to kill  the soul; but rather  fear Him  who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in  hell.” 
 

A.1.5. Matthew  18:19 . “If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it  out and 
throw  it  from  you. It  is better for  your to be enter life  with  one eye, than to 
have two eyes and be cast into  the fiery  hell.”  
 
A.1.6.  Matthew  23:33 . “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will  you 
escape the sentence of hell?” 
 

A.1.7 Mark  9:43 . “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it  off;  it  is better 
for  you to enter life  crippled,  than, having your two hands, to go into  hell, 
into  the unquenchable fire,”  
 

A.1.8 Mark  9:45 . “If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it  off;  it  is better 
for  you to enter life  lame, than, having your two feet, to be cast into  hell,” 
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A.1.9. Mark  9:47 . “If your eye causes you to stumble, throw  it  out;  it  is better 
for  you to enter the kingdom  of God with  one eye, than, having two eyes, to 
be cast into  hell,” 

 
A.1.10. Luke  12:5 . “But I  warn you who to fear: fear the One Who, after He 
has killed,  has authority  to cast into  hell;  yes, I  tell  you, fear Him!” 

 
A.1.11. James  3:6 . “And the tongue is a fire,  the very world  of iniquity;  the 
tongue is set among our members as that  which defiles the entire body, and 
sets on fire  the court  of our life,  and is set on fire  by hell.”



 

Appendix  Two  
 
 

Are  Gehenna  and  the  
Lake  of  the  Fire  the  

Same  Place?  
 

I  often hear people say that  Hell  and the Lake of Fire are the same 
place. I  had questions about whether Scripture equates Hell  and the Lake of 
Fire. Therefore, I  began this study of the afterlife.  
 

 
Section  One  

Four  Options  

  

In  order to answer the question from  Scripture about whether Hell  
(gehenna) is the same as the Lake of Fire, I  began by reviewing the most 
obvious options. Please keep in mind  that  Hades is not the Lake of Fire, 
because Hades is thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. Furthermore,  both Hades and 
the Lake of Fire burn with  eternal fire  (see above). I  am using the term “Hell” 
to refer only to the term “gehenna” as described in  Scripture.  

 
A.2.1  Are  Hell  and  the  Lake  of  Fire  the  Same  Place ? Four options 
come to mind  and require further  review.   
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A.2.1.1 Option  One . Hell and the Lake of Fire are the Same Place. 
 
A.2.1.2 Option  Two . Hell and the Lake of Fire are Different  Places.  
 
A.2.1.3 Option  Three . Hell Is Not a Specific Place, But a General Concept 
of Pain and Suffering. 
 
A.2.1.4 Option  Four . Hell exists in  both Hades and the Lake of Fire. 
 
A.2.2 Hell  Real  Place . Because of the verses described above, Option  Three 
does not deserve any more attention  here. Hell  is a real place where 
unbelievers go with  body and soul and experience torment.  
 

A.2.3 Mutually  Exclusive . Options One and Two may exclude each other, 
so an answer to one may be the answer to the other. Of course, Hell  could 
refer to the both Hades and the Lake of Fire.  In  passing, we should also 
consider whether Hades is the place where unbelievers go before the Great 
White  Throne Judgment, and Hell  is the place where they go after the Great 
White  Throne Judgment. Let us consider the following  arguments that  Hell  
is a separate place from  the Lake of Fire.



  

 

Section  Two  
 

Arguments  for  Hell  
Being  Separate  

From  Hades  
 
At the outset, I  do not find  the evidence in Scripture to be 

overwhelming  for  any answer to the question of whether Hell  (“Gehenna”) is 
the same place as the Hades. In  contrast, Hades is not the same as the Lake 
of Fire, because Hades is thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. So, I  researched some 
arguments from  Scripture directed to affirming  or denying the proposition  
that  Hell  is the same place as Hades. These arguments do not settle the 
matter  in  my mind,  but illustrate  how Hell  may be separate in  some sense 
from Hades. So, we will  evaluate a variety of different  arguments about 
whether Hell  is a separate place from  Hades. 
 
 
A.2.2 Arguments  for  Hell  being  a Separate  Place  from  Hades . Does 
Scripture indicate that  Hell  exists separately from  Hades? We will  now 
evaluate a series of arguments, some related to others, about whether Hell  
exists separately from  Hades.  
 
 
 

The  Timeline  Argument  
 
A.2.2.2 The  Timeline  Argument . Frequently  the timing  of events in  
Scripture sheds tremendous light  upon understanding  those events and how 
they relate to one another. The timeline  argument essentially rests upon the 
beginning and endpoint  of unbelievers in  Hades. Because of those two points  
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on the timeline,  some may argue that  Hell  appears to be a separate place 
from  the Hades. 
 
A.2.2.2.1 Start  to  Finish . All  unbelievers at death go straight  to Hades 
(Luke 16:23), and finally  all the occupants of Hades leave Hades to stand 
before the Great White  Throne (Revelation 20:12) for  judgment  (Revelation 
20:13). 

 

A.2.2.2.2 Great  Whit e Throne . At the Great White  Throne, Hades “gave 
up the dead” (“ ŭɖɠ ŭɤəŬɜ Űɞ ɠ ɜŮəɟɞ ɠ”) and its occupants were judged 
(Revelation 20:13). 
 
A.2.2.2.3 The  Lake  of  Fire . From standing before the Great White  Throne, 
the unbelievers are thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. Likewise, after the judgment  
of unbelievers at the Great White  Throne, Hades is thrown  into  the Lake of 
Fire (Revelation 20:14). Therefore, we know the first  and last points of 
unbelievers in  Hades. 
 
A.2.2.2.4  Three  Timeline  Options . The Timeli ne Argument  narrows the 
choices as follows:  (a) Hades and Hell  are the same place; or (b) the Lake of 
Fire and Hell  are the same place; or (c) Hell  exists in  Hades and the Lake of 
Fire. Hell  may be another name for  Hades or the Lake of Fire or Hell  exists 
in  both Hades and the Lake of Fire. Remember, as above, Hades, Hell,  and 
the Lake of Fire all burn  with  eternal fire.  
 

A.2.2.2.5 Summary  of  The  Timeline  Argument . Apparently , 
unbelievers only leave Hades to go to the Great White  Throne Judgment, 
after which Hades is thrown  into  the Lake of Fire, followed by the unbelievers 
being thrown  into  the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:15). The timeline  of Hades 
starts with  the unbeliever’s death and ends with  the unbeliever leaving Hades 
to stand at the Great White  Throne Judgment. From there, the unbelievers 
go to the Lake of Fire as their  final  destination.   Therefore, if  Hell  is a 
different  place from  Hades, then Hell  must be a place unbelievers go either 
before or after Hades, or unbelievers simultaneously inhabit  two different  
places (H ell and the Lake of Fire).  The Timeline  Argument  narrows the 
choices as follows:  (a) Hades and Hell  are the same place; or (b) the Lake of 
Fire and Hell  are the same place; or (c) Hell  exists in  both Hades and the 
Lake of Fire. Hell  may be another name for  Hades or the Lake of Fire, or Hell  
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exists in  both Hades and the Lake of Fire. Remember, as above, Hades, Hell,  
and the Lake of Fire all burn  with  eternal fire.  
 
 

The  Millennial  Separation  Argument  
 

A.2.2.3 Millennial  Throne  Separatio n  Argument . In  the future,  when 
Jesus begins His thousand-year reign upon earth (the Millennial  Reign of 
Christ),  He sits on His glorious throne and all the nations are gathered before 
Him.  At that  future  time,  Jesus separates the sheep from  the goats; the 
believers are the sheep and the goats are the unbelievers (Matthew  25:31-
46). That passage referring  to the sheep and the goats provides crucial  
information  concerning Hell.  This judgment  takes place on earth where 
Christ  sits upon His Millennial  Throne. 
 

A.2.2.3.1 Millennial  Judgment  Mentioned . When Jesus separates the 
sheep from  the goats, Jesus renders judgment  upon the nations.  He sends 
the unbelievers to begin suffering “eternal fire” in  Hades (Matthew  25:41). 
Because Matthew  24-25 is chronological , this separation of the sheep and the 
goats takes place at the beginning of the Millennial  Reign of Christ on earth 
(Revelation 20:4).  Do not confuse it  with the Great White  Throne Judgment 
that  takes place more than one thousand years later, after heaven and earth 
have fled away and have been burned up (Revelation 20:11-15).  Therefore, 
we know that  the separation of the sheep and the goats takes place at least a 
thousand years before the Great White  Throne judgment.  Furthermore,  we 
know that  Hades lasts through  the Millennial  Reign of Christ  on earth in  His 
kingdom,  because it  will  be cast into  the Lake of Fire at the Great White  
Throne Judgment. Notice the contrast that  Jesus drew here. The kin gdom 
was prepared before the foundation  of the world;  the eternal fire  was 
prepared for  the devil and his angels (Matthew  25:41).  
   
A.2.2.3.2 No  Place  Mentioned .  Notice that  Jesus did not name the place 
where the goats go, but described the punishment:  “eternal fire” (Matthew 
24:41).  As above, we must be careful to distinguish  different  judgments in  
the Bible. The Sheep and Goats Separation takes place at the beginning of 
the Millennial  Reign of Christ upon the earth, long before the Great White 
Throne Judgment which takes place after heaven and earth have fled away. 
The unbelievers enter into  eternal fire,  and we know that  Hades burns with  
eternal fire  from  Jude 1:7, as described above. The Lake of Fire also burns 
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with  eternal fire  (Revelation 19:20; 20:10). While  Jesus ordered unbelievers 
to depart from  him,  it  does not indicate that  final  judgment  has been passed 
upon them. They are excluded from  the Kingdom of Heaven, but not yet 
judged for  their  deeds and thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. 
 

A.2.2.3.3 Summar y of  the  Millennial  Separation  Argument . Nothing  
about the Millennial  Separation requires that  the unbelievers are thrown  into  
Hell  at that  point.  They certainly  are not cast into  the Lake of Fire at that  
time,  but more than a thousand years later they will  face the Great White  
Throne Judgment and then they will  be thrown  in the Lake of Fire. Therefore, 
the Millennial  Separation argues for  Hades being separate from  the Lake of 
Fire, and nothing  about the Millennial  Separation excludes Hades from  
being another name for  Hell.  
 
 

The  Tares  Argument  
 

A.2.2.4 The  Tares  Argument . Jesus taught that  believers shine forth  in  
the kingdom  at the same time that  the unbelievers suffer in  the furnace of 
fire,  with  weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew  13:36-43). The timing  
here indicates that  unbelievers experience the furnace of fire,  with  weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, at least a thousand years before the Great White  
Throne Judgment and the Lake of Fire. As above, the furnace of fire burns in  
Hades, so the Tares Argument  limits  the choices for  Hell  being the same as 
Hades or Hell  exists in  the Lake of Fire. 
 
 

The  Furnace  of  Fire  Argument  
 

A.2.2.5 The  Furnace  of  Fire  Argument . As above, unbelievers are 
thrown  into  the furnace of fir e at least a thousand years before they are 
thrown  into  the Lake of Fire (Matthew  13:42; 13:50). Notice that,  at the end 
of the age (“ɜ Ű ůɡɜŰŮɚŮ Űɞ Ŭ ɜɞɠ“), the angels take the unbelievers 
from  the earth directly  to the furnace of fire  (Matthew  13:50). We know that  
unbelievers go directly  to Hades, and now we know that  Hades has the 
furnace of fire  (compare Revelation 9:2; Matthew  13:42, 50; Luke 16:24). 
Because the furnace of fire  in  Hades awaits every unbeliever at the moment  
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of death, where they await  judgment  at the Great White  Throne, the furnace 
of fire  argument provides a timeline  of punishment  before the Lake of Fire.



 

Section  Three  
 

Arguments  that  He ll  
Means  the  Lake  of  Fire  

 
 

A.2.3 Argum ents  that  Hell  Means  the  Lake  Fire . One option  submits 
that Hell  is the same as the Lake of Fire. Several passages support  the option  
that  Hell  refers to the Lake of Fire. 
 
 

Speaking  Evil  Words  Argument  
 

A.2.3.1 Speaking  Evil  Words  Argument . In  my mind,  Matthew  5:21-26 
provides the strongest argument for  identi fying “Hell” as referring  to the 
Lake of Fire. First,  Jesus explained that  a murder er deserves the death 
penalty, but so does hating your brother  (see Mat thew 5:21 and 1 John 2:9, 
11; 3:15; 4;20).  When a person speaks evil words against a brother,  then he 
is guilty  enough to go to Hell.  
 

A.2.3.1.1  Thrown  into  Prison .   Immediately  after proclaiming  that  
speaking evil words will  send you to fiery  Hell,  Jesus used the word 
“Therefore” (“ɞ ɜ“) to illustrate  His teaching about avoiding court.  
 

A.2.3.1.2 Court .  Because a person has spoken evil words, that  person will  
have to go to court.  Jesus illustrated  the process of guilty  people going to 
court:  the Judge (“ əɟɘŰ ɠ“) convicts the guilty  person,  delivers the guilty  
person to the officer  (“Ű  ˊɖɟ Ű“), and then the officer  throws the guilty  
person into  prison (“űɡɚŬə ɜ“). Jesus revealed that  the guilty  people stay in  
prison until  they have paid the last cent. (Matthew  5:23-26).  
 
A.2.3.1.3 Great  White  Throne . Therefore, Jesus meant that  sin during  
your life time on earth leads to judgment  at the Great White  Throne 
judgment,  and then delivery to the Lake of Fire.  The only trial  for  sinners
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 after death occurs at the Great White  Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-
16). Jesus indicated that  evil words send you to “fiery Hell” (“Ű ɜ ɔ ŮɜɜŬɜ Űɞ 
ɡ́ɟ ɠñ) (Matthew  5:22). Jesus illustrated  that  you end up in  fiery  Hell  

because the judge found you guilty  in  court  for  speaking evil words. The 
judge ordered you to be cast into  fiery  hell (Matthew  5:25). 
 

A.2.3.1.4 Reconciliation . The only alternative  to Hell  is to be reconciled 
with  your opponent on the way to court,  so you avoid trial  altogether, where 
you would lose before the judge and be sentenced to fiery  Hell.  So, Jesus 
preached in essence that  we should be reconciled to our brother s through  
saving faith  in  Jesus Christ.  We believe Jesus has condemned our sin in  His 
flesh. By faith  alone we are declared righteous. Jesus becomes our Advocate 
and we avoid trial  altogether (1 John 2:2; Romans 8:1; John 5:24). By His 
death, the demands of righteousness and justice have been fully  satisfied by 
the vicarious death of Jesus (Romans 5:8). Jesus then expanded upon h0w 
to avoid Hell  (Matthew  5:29-30). In  that  passage, Jesus described removing 
body parts that  cause you to sin so that  you do not go to Hell  with  your whole 
body (Matthew  5:29-30).  
 

A.2.3.1.5 Weakness . One major  weakness of this argument is that  Jesus 
indicated you go to fiery  Hell  for  speaking the word “fool,” but He did not 
explicitly  say that  you go to “fiery Hell” only after judgment. His teaching fits  
equally well with  going to fiery  Hell  immediately  upon death, and before tr ial 
at the Great White  Throne. Furthermore,  Jesus did not explicitly  say that  the 
prison was the Lake of Fire or Hell.  Even so, the context and the similari ty to 
the process of guilt,  trial,  conviction,  and prison all fit  the Great White  
Throne process. 
 
 
 

The  Devil  Never  in  Hell  Argument  
 

A.2.3.2 The  devil  Never  in  Hell  Argument . The devil holds great power, 
but princely  power limited  in  every way by God, the Supreme Sovereign.  
 

A.2.3.2.1 The  devil ôs Domain .  The devil has power over the inhabitants  of 
the earth and is called prince of the power of the air  (Ephesians 2:2) and the 
ruler  of this world  (John 12:31, 16:11). He exercises his power over the 
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domain of darkness (Colossians 1:3;), where he enslaves his offspring  (John 
8:44)  through  the fear of death (Hebrews 2:5). 
 

A.2.3.2.2 The  devil  and  the  Lake  of  Fire . Yet, the devil appears in  the 
Lake of Fire only after the Final  Rebellion (Revelation 20:10). Compare the 
Pharisees making proselytes that  are twice as much sons of Hell  as 
themselves (Matthew  23:15). Apparently,  just as the devil is the father of liars 
(John 8:44),  so also he has sons of Hell,  who vary by degree. Some sons of 
Hell  are twice as evil as others. The point  is that  the devil’s domain is here 
upon earth, as an evil  spiritual  kingdom,  and then only for  a limited  time,  
with  limited  powers (Colossians 1:13-14; Ephesians 2:1; 1 Corinthians  10:13; 
Matthew  10:28).  
 

A.2.3.2.3 The  Binding  of  the  devil .  Jesus spoke about binding  the strong 
man (Matthew  12:29; Mark  3:27; Luke 11:21). Jesus explained that  the strong 
man, fully  armed, guards his own house, and his possessions are undisturbed  
(Luke 11:21).  When someone stronger that  the strongman attacks him  and 
overpowers him,  the victor  takes away all his armor  on which he had relied 
and distributes  his plunder  (Luke 11:22). Therefore, we may glean that  the 
devil is the strongman, and Jesus, with  divine  strength, attacks the devil, 
overpowers the devil, takes away all his armor  upon which he relied, and 
distributes  his plunder  (all  the things and people the devil treasured). Jesus 
contrasted the power of the Kingdom of God, epitomized in  Him,  with  the 
power of demons and the domain of darkness. The devil and his demons 
possessed unbelievers and controlled  them, but they were no match for  
Jesus. Notice that  the devil never appears in  Hell,  but is cast into  the Lake of 
Fire. 



 

Section  Four  
 

Arguments  for  Hell  
Referring  to  Both  Hades  

and  the  Lake  of  Fire  
 
 

A.2.4 Arguments  that  Hell  May  Refer  to  Both  Hades  and  the  Lake  
of  Fire . Instead of taking a mutually  exclusive view of Hell,  Hades, and the 
Lake of Fire, we must consider the option  that  Hell  may refer to both Hades 
and the Lake of Fire, or Hell  exists as a place within  Hades and with in the 
Lake of Fire. 
 
 

The  Furnace  of  Fire  Argument   
 

A.2.4.1  The  Fire  Argument . Hell  may be a term that  refers to the eternal 
fire  and the furnace of fire.  Just because destruction  and eternal fire  exists in 
the Lake of Fire does not mean destruction  and eternal fire  cannot also exist 
in  Hades. 
 
 

The  Capernaum  Argument  
 
A.2.4.2 The  Capernaum  Argument . This argument focuses upon the 
future  of Capernaum. 
 

A.2.4.2.1 Matthew  11:20 . The people of Capernaum witnessed the miracles 
of Jesus, but did not repent and believe in  Him  (Matthew  11:20; 10:15). 
 

A.2.4.2.2 Matthew  11:23 .  Jesus taught that  Capernaum will  descend into  
Hades (Matthew  11:23). Therefore, the people of Capernaum descend into
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 Hades at death. In  contrast, Jesus warned that  Sodom would have remained 
to that  present day if  the people of Sodom had witnessed the mira cles of 
Jesus performed in Capernaum (Matthew  11:23). The men of Nineveh who 
heard the preaching of Jonah will  rise up to condemn (“κατακρινοσιν“) the 
generation  who rejected Jesus and His preaching (Matthew  12:41). Likewise, 
the Queen of the South will  testify  and condemn the same generation for  
rejecting the preaching of Jesus (Matthew  12:42). 
 
A.2.4.2.3 Matthew  11:24 . Please notice that  Jesus described the city of 
Capernaum as descending into  Hades, and in  Hades Capernaum awaits the 
future  Day of Judgment (“ɜ ɛ ɟ əɟ ůŮɤɠ“) (Matthew  11:24).  Therefore, 
we know that  cities like Capernaum descended into  Hades and there await 
the Day of Judgment (Luke 10:12). 
 

A.2.4.2.4 Luke  16:23 . Furthermore,  we know that  Hades burns with  
agonizing fire  (Luke 16:23).  
 

A.2.4.2.5 Jude  1:7. In  fact, because Sodom and Gomorrah serve as present 
examples of suffering eternal fire,  we know that  Hades has eternal fire  there. 
 
A.2.4.2.6 Summary  of   the  Capernaum  Argument . Hell  may refer to 
the eternal fire  burning  in  Hades (Jude 1:7; Matthew  11:20) and that  same 
eternal fire  burns in  the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10). The New Testament 
never explicitly  indicates that  angels enter Hades, but they do go to the Lake 
of Fir e. The Capernaum argument means that  unbelievers go to Hades at 
death, experience eternal fire  there, and so demonstrate that  Hell  may be in  
Hades and Hades may be another name for  Hell . The Capernaum argument 
does not settle the issue, but limits  the choices. 
 
 

The  Destruction  Argument  
 

A.2.4.3 The  Destruction  Argument . The timeline  of destruction  of both 
body and soul in  Hell  helps to understand when unbelievers go to Hell  and 
sheds further  light  upon the place of Hell.  
  
A.2.4.3.1 Matthew  10:28 . In  Matthew  10:28, Jesus taught that  God alone 
is able to destroy (“́ ɞɚ ůŬι“) both body and soul in  Hell.  As above, the term 
“destroy” speaks of eternal punishment  when applied to the afterlife.  
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A.2.4.3.2 2 Peter  3:7 . In  2 Peter 3:7, God revealed that  the present heavens 
and earth are being reserved for  fire  (“ŰŮɗɖůŬɡɟɘůɛ ɜɞɘ Ů ů ɜ ˊɡɟ“), kept 
(“Űɖɟɞ ɛŮɜɞɘ“) for  the day of judgment  (“ɛ ɟŬɜ əɟ ůŮɤɠ“) and destruction  
(“́ ɤɚŮ Ŭɠ“) of unGodly men (“Ű ɜ ůŮɓ ɜ ɜɗɟ ˊɤɜ“). Noti ce that  the 
day of judgment  and destruction  of unGodly men coincides with  the 
destruction  of the heavens and the earth. 
 

A.2.4.3.3 Revelation  20:11 . Notice that  heaven and earth flee away from  
the presence of the Lord  Jesus in  Revelation 20:11, but based upon other 
uses of the word for  “fled” (“φυγεν“), they were not necessarily destroyed 
at that  instant  (Mark  14:52; Acts 7:29; Revelation 12:6; see also Revelation 
12:8). 
 
A.2.4.3.4 2 Peter  3:10 . Peter wrote that  when the day of the Lord  
(“μρα κυρου”) comes like a thief,  the heavens will  pass away with  a roar 
and the elements will  be destroyed with  intense heat, and the earth and its 
works will  be burned up (2 Peter 3:10). 
 

A.2.4.3.5 Revelation  17:8 . A beast who was, is not, and will  be, will  come 
up out of the abyss (“τς βσσου“) and go to destruction  (“πλειαν“) 
(Revelation 17:8). After  causing wonder on earth, that  beast will  suffer final  
destruction  in  the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20). 
 
 

The  Timing  of  Destruction  Argument  
 

A.2.4.4 The  Timing  of  Destruction  Argument .  The timing  of 
destruction  argument joins Revelation 20:11 and 2 Peter 3:10 together. The 
time of destruction  of unGodly men takes place at the same time or later than 
the destruction  of the present heavens and earth. Therefore, because Hell  is 
the place of destruction  of both the bodies and souls of men, and that  
destruction  takes place after the destruction  of the present heavens and 
earth, Hell  must refer to the Lake of Fire, because Hades will  be thrown  into  
the Lake of Fire after the Great White  Judgment. Regarding the timing  of 
that  destruction,  we know it  occurs before the appearance of the new heaven 
and the new earth, because the first  heaven and first  earth no longer exist 
(“οκ στιν τι“) by that  time (Revelation 21:1). Therefore, the timing  here 
indicates that  destruction  in  Hell  occurs at or after the Great White  



4ÈÅ !ÆÔÅÒÌÉÆÅ  %ØÅÇÅÔÉÃÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ 

 

Judgment, which could only mean that  destruction  happens in  the Lake of 
Fire. Therefore, the place of destruction  is Hell  and the time of that  
destruction  means the Lake of Fire, and so Hell  is the same as the Lake of 
Fire or Hell  is in  the Lake of Fire. This argument does not exclude the 
possibility  that  Hell  exists both in  Hades and the Lake of Fire. 
 

A.2.4.4.1 The  Limit s of  The  Timing  of  Destruction  Argument . 
Nothing  about the timing  of destruction  in  the Lake of Fire precludes 
destruction  in  Hades before destruction  in  the Lake of Fire. In  other words, 
destruction  of body and soul does not mean annihilation,  and so destruction  
could begin in  Hades and continue in  the Lake of Fire as the permanent 
destination of unbelievers. 
 
 

The  Devil  Argument  
 
A.2.4.5 The  devil  Argument . The devil never appears in  Hades, but was 
removed from  the mountain  of God (Ezekiel 28:16). Today, the devil roams 
the earth and walks upon it  (Job 1:7). He is the ruler  of the world  (John 16:11), 
and particularly  the domain of darkness (Colossians 1:13: Ephesians 2:2). He 
prowls about as a roaring  lion,  seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 
5:8).  Today the devil accuses believers before God day and night  (Revelation 
12:10). When Christ establishes His Millennial  Throne upon earth, the devil 
will  be bound in the abyss for  a thousand years (Revelation 20:2-3).  At the 
end of the thousand years, the devil will  be released, vanquished, and finally  
thrown  into  the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:7; 10).  
 
A.2.4.5.1 Matthew  25:41 . Based upon Matthew  25:41, when Jesus sits upon 
His Millennial  Throne, He orders unbelievers to depart from  Him,  accursed 
ones, into  the eternal fire  (“ ˊ ɟ Ű Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“), prepared for  the devil and his 
angels. Therefore, we know that  the unbelievers went to Hades, the place of 
eternal fire  (Jude 1:7), but the eternal fire  was prepared for  the devil and his 
angels. So, the eternal fire,  not the Lake of Fire, was prepared for  the devil 
and his angels. The eternal fire  burns both in  Hades and the Lake of Fire.  
 
A.2.4.5.2 Summary  of  the  devil  Argument . In  conclusion, we know that  
a reference to eternal fire  includes Hades, the Lake of Fire, one or both. If  
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Hell  primarily  refers to a place of eternal fire,  then the term “Hell” may 
include both Hades and the Lake of Fire. 
 

 
 

The Outer Darkness Argument  
 
A.2.4.6 The  Outer  Darkness  Argument . The outer darkness describes a 
particular  place and time where unbelievers go and experience weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. The outer darkness is only mentioned in three passages. 
  
A.2.4.6.1 The  Centurionôs Great  Faith . Jesus witnessed such great faith  
(ñŰɞůŬ Űɖɜ ˊ ůŰɘɜñ) in  the centurion  that  He marveled because He had not 
found such faith  in  Israel. Jesus elaborated that  many people from  east and 
west will  recline with  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom  of heaven. 
At that  same time (δ ),  the sons of the kingdom  will  be cast out into  the 
outer darkness; in  that  place (“κε“) of outer darkness, there will  be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:10-12).   
 
A.2.4.6.2. The  Rich  Man . Therefore, we know that  the outer darkness is a 
place of great suffering inhabited  by unbelievers at the time believers from  
all over the world  recline with  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom  of 
heaven. Because Lazarus was in  the bosom of Abraham long before the 
Millennial  Kingdom of Christ, we know that  Gentiles, like the Centurion,  will  
be in  the kingdom  of heaven before the Millennial  Reign of Christ. 
Furthermore,  the sons of the kingdom  (Israel)  will  be cast into  the outer 
darkness at the time that  gentiles are with  Abraham, apparently at death, as 
was shown in the Lazarus story. Please recall that  the rich  man begged 
Abraham to send a special messenger to warn the rich  man’s brothers to 
avoid the agony the rich  man was experiencing in  Hades. The timing 
indicated that  Jesus had not yet died on the cross when Lazarus was in  
paradise with  Abraham and the rich  man was begging for  the life  of his 
brothers still  alive on earth. 
 

A.2.4.6.3 The  Wedding  Feast . Jesus described a wedding feast to which 
many were called, but few were chosen. The penalty for  being called, but not 
wearing proper wedding clothes, included being bound hand and foot and 
thrown  into  the outer darkness; in  that  place there will  be weeping and 
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gnashing of teeth (Matthew  22:13). The wedding feast appears to be the time 
of Christ  returning  to earth to establish His Millennial  Kingdom,  but some 
people are not properly  attired  and so suffer the consequences at that  time.  
Notice that  both Jews and Gentiles were invited  to the wedding feast. The 
improperly  attired  go directly  to the place of the outer darkness, with  
weeping and gnashing of teeth. In  contrast to the Centurion,  the called, but 
not chosen, go to the place of great suffering at the time of the wedding feast 
of the Master. 
 

A.2.4.6.4 The  Worthless  Slave .  Jesus told  a parable about a worthless 
slave entrusted with  his master’s possessions. When the master returned  
from  the journey, he called the worthless slave to account and the worthless 
slave was judged guilty  of disobedience to the Master. Whereupon, the 
master had his servants throw  the worthl ess slave into  the outer darkness; in  
that  place there will  be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew  25:30).  
When the master returned  (the Millennial  Reign of Christ),  the master 
judged the worthless slave and had him  thrown  into  the place of weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, the outer darkness. The outer darkness seems distinct  
from  the Lake of Fire, but it  describes Hades because unbelievers go to Hades 
at death and begin immediate  suffering.   
 

A.2.4.6.5 Summary  of  the  Outer  Darkness  Argument . Jesus spoke 
about the outer darkness only three times. Those three instances show that  
only unbelievers alive at the time when Jesus establishes His Millennial  
Reign upon earth depart into  the outer darkness.   They will  be thrown  into  
the outer darkness, a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. The timing  of 
the judgment  indicates it  precedes the Great White  Judgment by at least 
a  thousand years, and Lazarus was with  Abraham before the crucifixion  of 
Jesus. Therefore, we know those unbelievers went to Hades, to await final  
judgment  at the Great White  Throne Judgment. Hades not only has eternal 
fire,  but it  also is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth in  the outer 
darkness. The point  is that  Hades has many different  features to it.  The only 
people mentioned as going to the outer darkness are the people alive and 
unprepared to meet Jesus when He returns  to earth. They include the people 
of Israel, His own who did not receive Him  and did not want Him  to be king 
over them.  Therefore, the outer darkness argument indicates that  the place 
of weeping and gnashing of teeth must be within  Hades. Therefore, Hades 
has different  places within  it.   
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The  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  Argument  
 
A.2.4.7 The  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  Argument .  Jude described Sodom 
and Gomorrah as present examples of suffering.  Therefore, we know that  
Sodom and Gomorrah can help us with  the timeline  of punishment  and 
suffering.  
 

A.2.4.7.1  Jude . Jude explained that  Sodom and Gomorrah serve as present 
exhibits  of the punishment  of eternal fire  (Jude 1:7).  This eternal fire  is not 
in  the Lake of Fire, but in  Hades. Of course, the Lake of Fire  also burns with  
fire  and its torment  lasts day and night  forever and ever (Revelation  20:10).  
 
A.2.4.7.2 Sodom  and  Gomorrah . At the time Jude wrote his New 
Testament book, Sodom and Gomorrah are exhibited  (“́ɟɧəŮɘɜŰŬɘ”–present 
passive indicative)  as undergoing (“́ ɏɢɞɡůŬɘ“–present active participle)  
the punishment  (“ŭ əɖɜ“) of eternal fire  (“πυρς αωνίου“) (Jude 
1:7). Therefore, piecing the chronology together, we know that  Sodom and 
Gomorrah suffer eternal fire  (“́ɡɟ ɠ Ŭ ɤɜ ɞɡ“) already, even (a) before 
Jesus separates the sheep and the goats at the beginning of His Millennial  
Reign upon earth;  and (b) before the Great White  Throne Judgment;   and 
(c) before Death and Hades are thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. 
 

A.2.4.7.3 The  devil  and  h is  angels . Jesus taught that  “the eternal fire” has 
been prepared for  the devil and his angels.  In  the future,  Jesus will  separate 
the sheep (believers) from  the goats (unbelievers) when He sits on His 
Millennial  Throne on earth.  Jesus described the unbelievers as “accursed 
ones” (“ɞ əŬŰɖɟŬɛ ɜɞɘ“) who must depart from  Me (“́ɞɟŮ ŮůɗŮ ˊô 
ɛɞ“)  into  the “eternal fire” (“Ů ɠ Ű ˊ ɟ Ű Ŭ ɜɘɞɜ“) prepared for  the devil 

and his angels (Matthew  25:41). Again, the timing  of that  departure to 
eternal fire  precedes the Great White  Throne Judgment by at least 
a  thousand years, with  the subsequent casting into  the Lake of Fire. So, the 
eternal fire  was prepared for  the devil and his angels, but that  eternal fire  
burns in  Hades and in the Lake of Fire. 
 

A.2.4.7.4 Eternal  Fire . Anyone arguing that eternal fire  only burns in  the 
Lake of Fire overlooks Jude 1:7. Apparently,  Hades has eternal fire  burning  
in  it,  because the unsaved inhabitants  of Sodom and Gomorrah went to 
Hades at death. They will  not enter the Lake of Fire until  after  the Great 
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White Throne judgment.  Moreover, at the Great White  Throne Judgment, 
different  degrees of punishment  will  be pronounced upon unbelievers in  
proportion  to their  deeds and rejection of Jesus. The cities where Jesus did 
great miracles will  be held to special account for  their  rejection of Jesus 
(Matthew  11:21-27). So, because Sodom and Gomorrah suffer the 
punishment  of eternal fire  in  Hades today, we know that  the cities who 
witnessed the miracles of Jesus and then rejected Him  will  face a greater 
judgment.  Therefore, within  the eternal fire  of Hades, people are suffering 
today. When some people in  Hades today are judged at the Great White  
Throne Judgment, they will  experience eternal fire  in  the Lake of Fire, but 
their  suffering will  be greater in  the Lake of Fire. 
 

A.2.4.7.5 Summary  of  the  The  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  Argument . 
Eternal  fire  burns the inhabitant s of Sodom and Gomorrah even today. As 
above, eternal fire  burns in  both Hades and the Lake of Fire. We know that  
the eternal fire  was prepared for  the devil and his angels. Unbelievers go the 
eternal fire  at death. They remain there until  they go to the Great White  
Throne Judgment and then are cast into  the Lake of Fire. Because the eternal 
fire  burns in  both Hades and the Lake of Fire, Hell  represents a place which 
burns with  eternal fire.  Therefore, Hell  may a place where unbelievers 
suffer in  both Hades and the Lake of Fire.  
 
 

The  Resurrection  to  Judgment  Argument  
 

A.2.4.8 The  Resurrection  to  Judgme nt  Argument . Jesus described 
two resurrections:  (a) the Resurrection  to Life; and (b) the Resurrection to 
Judgment (John 5:29). The nature and timing  of the Resurrection of 
Judgment provides more information  concerning Hell,  Hades, and the Lake 
of Fire. 
 

A.2.4.8.1 The  Resurrection  to  Life . The righteous go to the Resurrection 
of Life, because they have passed out of judgment  in  to life  at the moment  of 
salvation by grace through  faith  (John 5:24). This resurrection  for  believers 
happens at different  times. 
 

A.2.4.8.2 Jesus  the  First  Fruits . Paul declared that  Christ  has been raised 
from  the dead, the first  fruits  of those who are asleep (1 Corinthians  15:20).  
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A.2.4.8.3 The  Order  of  Resurrection .  Paul also gave the order of 
resurrection:  “Christ the first  fruits,  after that  those who are Christ’s at His 
coming” (1 Corinthians  15:23).  
 

A.2.4.8.4 The  Resurrection  to  Life . As above, John described two 
resurrections:  the Resurrection to Life for  believers, and the Resurrection to 
Judgment for  unbelievers (John 5:25-32). The first  resurrection  takes place 
in  stages and precedes the Resurrection to Judgment. 
 
A.2.4.8.5 The  Clouds  Resurrection . Paul also described the Clouds 
Resurrection where all believes alive on earth meet Jesus and all the believers 
from  heaven in the clouds on earth to receive resurrected and glorifie d 
bodies. In  a twinkling  of an eye, believers alive on earth are snatched away to 
the clouds to meet Jesus and the believers coming with  Him  from  heaven. 
Paul told  the Thessalonians that  he did not want them to grieve as those 
people who have no hope, but to comfort  one another with  the truths  of 
resurrection.  When Christ  returns  to the clouds of earth, He will  bring  with  
Him  all those believers who have fallen asleep in  Christ. They will  receive 
their  resurrected bodies first,  and then those believers alive on earth will  
receive their  resurrected bodies as they are caught up to the clouds to be with  
Jesus forever (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
 

A.2.4.8.6 The  Tribulation  Resurrection . John described a “First 
Resurrection” in  Revelation 20:5. Before the “First  Resurrection” of 
Revelation 20:5, believers were snatched away from  earth and given 
resurrected bodies, along with  those who died before Jesus came to the 
clouds (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). During  the Tribulation,  we see that  heaven 
already has a multitude  of believers from  every nation,  tribe,  people and 
tongue standing in  heaven, clothed in  white  robes, holding  palm branches in  
their  hands, and crying out:  “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne,  
and to the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9).  It  appears they have already been 
raised  and given resurrected bodies when Jesus returned  to the clouds, just 
before the Tribulation.  The “First Resurrection” refers to the martyrs  from  
the Tribulation  who came to life  and reigned with  Christ  for  a thousand years 
(the Millenn ial Reign of Christ)  (Revelation 20:5).  
 

A.2.4.8.7 The  Resurrection  of  Judgment . John described a 
Resurrection of Judgment for  unbelievers. The Resurrection of Judgment 
begins with  the voice of Jesus calling the unbelievers in  their  tombs to stand 
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before Him  for  the Resurrection of Judgment (John 5:26-27). After  Jesus 
calls the unbelievers from  their  tombs, heaven and earth flee away. Then we 
see Jesus sitting  upon a Great Whit e Throne (Revelation 20:11). Pursuant to 
the call of His voice, the dead, both the small and the great, stand before Him  
to be judged according to their  deeds (John 5:29), recorded in the books 
(see Books of Life).     Those deeds will  determine their  degree of punishment  
in  the Lake of Fire. 
 

A.2.4.8.8 The  Second  Death . The Second Death follows the Resurrection 
to Judgment. The Second Death is the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:14).  Both 
believers and unbelievers will  be resurrected. But they go to very different  
resurrections. Believers go to a resurrection  of Life and the unbelievers go to 
a resurrection  of Judgement. As part  of the Resurrection to Judgment, 
unbelievers stand for  the Great White  Throne Judgment.  
 

A.2.4.8.9 The  Time  of  the  Second  Death . The Tribulation  and the Final  
Rebellion have ended on earth. Heaven and earth have fled away. Jesus will  
render judgment  upon unbelievers at the Great White  Throne Judgment. 
Then those unbelievers will  be thrown  into  the Lake of Fire, the Second 
Death. 
 

A.2.4.8.10 The  Second  Death  and  the  Resurrection .  John wrote that  
unbelievers go to the Resurrection of Judgment (John 5:29). That 
Resurrection of Judgment occurs at the Great White  Throne judgment,  
immediately  before the Second Death. Only unbelievers experience the 
Second Death. Therefore, it  first  appears that  the unbelievers are not cast 
body and soul into  Hell  until  after the Great White  Throne Judgment. Notice 
the unbelievers “stand” before the Great White  Throne for  judgment,  thus 
fulfilling  the Resurrection to Judgment. At this point,  they are no longer in  
Hades, but standing before the Great White  Throne (Revelation 20:13). 
Apparently , they leave Hades and go to the Resurrection of Judgment.  So, 
the Resurrection to Judgment begins with  the unbelievers in  the tombs 
hearing the voice of Jesus calling them to the Resurrection of Judgement. 
The Resurrection of Judgement coincides with  the resurrection  of the 
unbelievers to stand before the Great White  Throne and they experience the 
Second Death by being thrown  in to the Lake of Fire. Revelation 20:5 shows 
that  all those people not raised in  the First  Resurrection go to the Second 
Death. The Second Death wields the power over the unbelievers (Revelation 
20:6).  Therefore, Jesus throws body and soul into  Hell,  and not into  Hades. 

https://christassembly.org/bert-allen-%e2%94%82-the-books-of-life-%e2%94%82-free-e-book-%e2%94%82christ-assembly/
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Notice however that  Hell  is in  the Lake of Fire at this point.  Hades had 
already been thrown  into  the Lake of Fire. If  Hell  is a place of eternal fire,  
and it  certainly  exists in  the Lake of  Fire, what precludes Hell  from  existing 
previously in  Hades? Several verses above indicat e that  the destruction  of 
body and soul begin before the Lake of Fire, and therefore must begin in 
Hades. 
 

A.2.4.8.11 Summary  of  the  Resurrection  to  Judgment  
Argument .  Unbelievers hear the voice of Jesus and arise to the 
Resurrection of Judgment at the Great White  Throne. Witnesses arise to 
testify  against the unbeliever, such as the Queen of the South and the people 
of Nineveh who repented. After  Jesus pronounces judgment and determines 
the exact punishment  imposed, the unbeliever will  be cast body and soul into  
Hell.  The Lake of Fire is the Second Death. Because of the timing  of people 
thrown  body and soul into  Hell,  which happens after the Great White 
Thrown  Judgment, the timing  indicates that  Hell  exists in  the Lake of Fire or 
is another term to refer to the Lake of Fire. That view must be limited  by the 
knowledge that  believers already have some kind  of body in  Hades, where 
they have tongues (the Rich Man) and other body parts, and so may fulfill  
the passage about being thrown  body and soul into  Hell. 



 

Section  Five  
 

Conclusion  

 
In  my limited  understanding , the evidence concerning the terms Hell,  

Hades, and the Lake of Fire does not resolve whether Hell  is the same place 
as the Lake of Fire. The term Hell  could well describe a place in  both Hades 
and the Lake of Fire where unbelievers suffer,  both body and soul. In  Hades 
they have some form  of bodies, but not yet the body they will  receive at the 
Resurrection  of Judgment. But even so, they have some type of body in  
Hades, just like believers have some type of body in  Paradise before the 
Resurrection of Life, where they receive a glorified  body. In  time,  I  may learn 
more and understand the Scriptures more clearly. As always, I  invite  your 
responses to Bert@ChristAssembly.org. 
 
HALLELUJAH  !  
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The chart below presents my understanding of the Afterlife term “Sheol” 
in various Old Testament contexts. I have made many personal choices about 
whether the verses describing Sheol or the context includes death, grace, body, 
or soul. Please keep in mind the distinction that Jesus drew in Matthew  
10:28 between body and soul. At times, the destruction of human flesh may be 
in view, such as the decay of the body of David. While David’s body decayed in 
the ground, we have no indication that David’s soul ever went to Sheol. In fact, 
only the souls of unbelievers go to Sheol, the place of destruction in the 
Afterlife.   I urge you to open your Bible and review the evidence in the verses 
below to understand the use of the term “Sheol” in the Old Testament. Many 
false views of Sheol have been presented by so many ignorant people 
throughout church history. Instead o f following the ignorant, open your Bible 
and see for yourself what the verses say. God breathed them out because they 
equip us for His service every day. In a broad sense, Sheol may refer a place of 
bodily destruction, where everyone’s body decays. Sheol also personifies the 

https://christassembly.org/sheol-%e2%94%82-body-and-soul-%e2%94%82-christ-assembly/
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power of evil spiritual influence gripping people before physical death with fear 
and terrors. To read more about the Afterlife, see my book on the Afterlife.  
Important Facts About Sheol–Open your Bible and review the verses below in 
context. 

1.  Remember the distinction that Jesus described in Matthew  10:28 about 
body and soul. 

2. The souls of saints never go to Sheol after death. 
3. Your body may go to Sheol, but that does not prove your soul went there 

after death. 
4. Unsaved souls go to Sheol after death and suffer. 
5. Physical bodies descend into Sheol, where they undergo decay. 
6. Sheol reaches out to living people, causing fear, terror and sadness. 
7. Sheol is not the same as the Pit. 
8. Sheol is not the same as Death. 
9. Symbolically, some people go to Sheol while still alive, which speaks of 

their fears, terrors, dread and suffering.  
10. Sheol has chambers, but the soul of Abraham was never in Sheol.  
11. Sheol and Hades are not synonymous. 
12. Neither the souls nor the bodies of believers go to Hades. 
13. No souls of saints go to Sheol. 

 

Verse Word Content 

Genesis 37:35  s ˓˪ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Surely I will go down to Sheol in mourning for my son. 

Genesis 42:38  s ˓˪ˣ˗˔˞ ˋ̅ I will go down to Sheol in mourning for my son 

Genesis 44:29  s ˓˪˗˔˞ ˋ̅ You will bring my gray hair down to Sheol 

Genesis 44:31  s ˓˪˗˔˞ ˋ̅ Your servants will bring the gray hair of your servant our father down to  

Sheol in sorrow. 

Numbers 16:30  s ˓˪ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Ground opens and they descend alive into Sheol 

Numbers 16:33  ˋ̅ ˔˞ s ˓˪ They went down alive into Sheol and the earth closed over them and  

they perished from the midst of the assembly 

Deuteronomy 

32:22 

˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Anger of God burns to the lowest part of Sheol, and consumes the earth,  

and sets on fire the foundations of the mountains 

1 Samuel 2:6 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises up 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2010.28
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Verse Word Content 

2 Samuel 22:6 ˪̐ ˞˓̅ The cords of Sheol surround me; the snares of death confronted me. 

1 Kings 2:6 

  

 ˪ ˗˔˞ ˋ̅ Do not let his gray hair go down to Sheol in peace 

 

   

1 Kings 2:9 ˪ˣ˗˔˞ ˋ̅ You will bring his gray hair down to Sheol with blood  

Job 7:9 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ He who goes down to Sheol does not come up. 

Job 11:8  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̇ ˏˬ Deeper than Sheol 

Job 14:13  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ̌ God would hide Job in Sheol until God’s wrath passes 

Job 17:13 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ If I look for Sheol as my home, I make my bed in the darkness 

Job 17:16  ˪ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Job asks if his hope will go down to Sheol with him;  
shall we go down into the dust 

Job 21:13 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Wicked go suddenly down to Sheol 

Job 24:19 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Sheol consumes those who have sinned 

Job 26:6 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Sheol naked before God; Abaddon has no covering 

Job 33:18  ˥ ˒˪˗˓̇ ˒̌ God keeps his soul from the pit, and his life from passing into Sheol 

 

 

   

Psalm 6:5  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ̌ No mention of Yahweh in death; in Sheol who will give you thanks? 

Psalm 9:17  s ˓˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ˪ All the nations who forget God will return to Sheol  

Psalm 141:7 ˪ˣ˗˔˞ ˋ̅ Plows and breaks open the earth, so our bones have been scattered at 
the mouth of Sheol 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Sam%2022.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%202.6


 

   

Psalm 16:10  ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ˪ ˪  x God will not abandon David’s soul to Sheol nor will you allow Your 
Holy One to undergo decay 

Psalm 18:5 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ The cords of Sheol surround me; the snares of death confronted me 

Psalm 30:3  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˘˭ ˏˬ You have brought up my soul from Sheol; you have kept me alive, that 
I would not go down to the pit  

Psalm 31:17  ˪ ˣ˗˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ˪ Wicked put to shame in Sheol and silenced there; 

Psalm 49:14  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˗ˏ˪ As sheep they are appointed for Sheol; Death shall be their shepherd;  
their form shall be for Sheol to consume; no habitation;  
upright will rule over them in the morning  

Psalm 49:15  ̆ ˡ˒̓˗ˏˬ

˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ 

But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol,  
for He will receive me 

Psalm 55:15 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Let death come deceitfully upon them; let them go down alive into 
Sheol,  
for evil is their dwelling, in their midst: David calls upon the LORD  
and He saves David 

Psalm 116:3 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ The cords of death encompassed me and the terrors of  
Sheol came upon me; I found distress and sorrow 

Psalm 139:8 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̇ Ascend to heaven, God is there; bed in Sheol, God is there 

Proverbs 1:12  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ̕ Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, even whole,  
as those who down to the pit 

Proverbs 5:5 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Her feet go down to death, her steps take hold of Sheol 

Proverbs 7:27 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Her house is the way to Sheol, descending to the chambers of death 

Proverbs 9:18 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ He does not know that the dead are there, her guests 
are in the depths of Sheol 

Proverbs 15:11 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Sheol and Abaddon before the LORD; how much more the hearts of 
men? 

Proverbs 15:24  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̇ ˏˬ The path of life upward for the wise; that he may keep away from 
Sheol below 



 

   

Proverbs 23:14  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̇ ˏˬ You shall strike him with the rod and rescue his soul from Sheol  

Proverbs 27:20 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, nor are the eyes of man 

Proverbs 30:16  ˪ˣ˔˞ ˋ̅ Sheol and the barren womb, Earth that is never satisfied with  
water, and fire that never says enough 

Ecclesiastes 9:10  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ̌ Do will with all your  might, for there is no activity or planning or 
knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going 

Song of 
Solomon 8:6 

 ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ˩ Jealousy as severe as Sheol 

Isaiah 5:14  ˪ˣ˔˞ ˋ̇ Sheol has enlarged its soul and opened its mouth without measure;  
Jerusalem’s splendor descends into it  

Isaiah 7:11  s ˓˪ ˓˞ ˋ̅ Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; make it deep  
as Sheol or high as heaven 

Isaiah 14:9 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Sheol from beneath is excited over you to meet you when you come;  
it arouses for you the spirits of the dead, all the leaders of the earth; 
it raises all the kings of the nations from their thrones  

Isaiah 14:11 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Your pomp and the music of your hearts have been brought  
down to Sheol; maggots are spread out beneath you and  
worms are your covering 

 
 

Ezekiel 32:27  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˘̐ ˗l ˋ˶ ˓˧ The fallen heroes who went down to Sheol with their  
weapons of war and whose swords were laid under their heads;  
but the punishment for their iniquity rested on their bones,  
though terror of those heroes once in the land of the living 

Amos 9:2  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ˟ Though they dig into Sheol, My Hand will take them from there;  
and though they ascend to heaven, from there I will bring them down. 

Hosea 13:14  ˪ˣ˔˞ ˋ̅ Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shell I redeem them  
from death? Oh Death, where are your thorns? O Sheol, where is  
your sting? Compassion will be hidden from My sight.  

Jonah 2:2 ˪ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ Sheol, like death, never is satisfied. 



 

Habakkuk 2:5  ˪ ˣ ˔˞ ˋ̅ ˏ̕ The haughty man enlarges his appetite like Sheol, and he is like  
death, never satisfied. He also gathers to himself all nations and 
 collects to himself all peoples 
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In  this study of the term “Pit” in  the Old Testament, I  will  focus upon 

the use of a few terms referring  to a place in  the Afterlife  (what happens after 
your body dies on earth). I  have made many choices below concerning 
whether to answer yes, no, maybe to whether the term was connected to 
death, grave, body, soul in  the verse or near context. In  my personal 
judgment,  unless the context was clear that  the Afterlife  was in  view, I  
ignored the term “pit.” I  offer the table for  quick summary purposes. I  have 
not devoted the time yet to a thorough  study of the Old Testament term “Pit.” 
 

Let me emphasize the distinction  that  Jesus drew in Matthew  
10:28  between body and soul. As you consider all aspects of the Afterlife,  
keep in  mind  the difference between the body and the soul. For example, we 
know that  David’s body underwent  decay, but we have no indication  his soul 
ever went to Sheol or the Pit. In  contrast, the evil people went both body and 
soul to Sheol, with  great suffering.  At times, the term “Pit” may have a 
symbolic meaning for  death. At other times, it  may be a place in  Sheol or 
apart from  Sheol. Context decides and further  study will  be required  of at 
least the passages below.  

 

https://christassembly.org/pit-in-the-old-testament-chart-%e2%94%82-christ-assembly/
https://christassembly.org/pit-in-the-old-testament-chart-%e2%94%82-christ-assembly/
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2010.28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2010.28


 

Job 3:31 ˸˒˥ ˒̇ ˒̌ Job acknowledges his unrighteousness before God. Even if he  
washed himself with snow and his hands with lye, God would  
still cast him into the pit, and my own clothes would abhor me.  

Job 17:14 ˸˒˥ ˒̇ ˒˪ I call to the pit, You are my father; to the worm, you are my  
mother and my sister. 

Job 33:18 ˸˒˥ ˓̅ ˘˧ˏ̘ˏˬ He keeps back his soul from the pit, and his life from passing  
over into Sheol 

Job 33:22 ˸˒˥ ˒̇ ˒˪ God chastens men who do not listen to Him. He speaks to them  
in dreams at night. The sinner’s soul draws near to the pit, and  
his life to those who bring death. 

Job 33:28 ˸˒˥ ˓̇ ˒̌ God redeemed my soul from going to the pit 

Job 33:30 ˸˒˥ ˓̅ ˘˧ˏ̘ˏˬ To bring his soul from the pit  

Psalm 30:9  ˸ ˒˥ ˓̅ ˘˪ ˑ˞ What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?  
Will the dust praise you? Will it declare Your faithfulness?  

Psalm 55:23 ˸˒˥ ˒̅ God will bring down men of bloodshed and deceit to  
the pit of destruction; they will not live out half their days  

Psalm 103 ˸˒˥ ˒̇ ˏˬ Who redeems your life from the pit  

  

Ezekiel 28:8  ˒ ˪ ˒̇˸˒ ˥ They will bring you down to the pit, and you will die the  
death of those who are slain in the heart of the seas 

Jonah 2:6 ˸˒˥ ˒̇ ˏˬ You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD, my God 

Psalm 28:1 ˶ˣ˗˔˟ If God is silent to David, then he will become like those who  
go down to the Cistern. 

Psalm 30:3 ˶ˣ˗˔˟ O LORD, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You have  
kept me alive, that I would not go down to the pit.  

Psalm 30:9 ˣ ˔̌ˏˬ˶  He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay,  
and He set my feet upon a crock making my steps firm. 

Psalm 69:15 ˶ ː˞ ˋ̌ nor the well  (NASB “pit”) shut its mouth on me 

Psalm 88:4 ˶ˣ ˔˟ I am reckoned among those who go down to the pit;  
I have become like a man without strength 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%203.31
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%2017.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%2033.18
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%2033.22
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%2033.28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%2033.30
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps%2030.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps%2055.23


 

Psalm 88:6 ˶ˣ ˔˟ˋ̌ You have put me in the lowest pit, in dark places, in the depths 

Psalm 143:7 ˶ˣ˗˔˟ My spirit fails; do not hide Your face from me, or  
I  will become like those who go down to the pit 

Proverbs 1:12 ˶ˣ˗˔˟ Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, even whole, as those  
who down to the pit  

 

   

Isaiah 14:15  ̆ ˧ː˸ ˋ̕ ˋ˶ ˒˧˘˪ˑ˞

˶ˣ˗˔˟ 
Nevertheless you will be thrown down to Sheol,  
to the recesses of the Pit 

Isaiah 14:19 ˶ˣ ˔˟˘˧ːˮˋ˟ ˒˞ ˘˪ˑ˞ You go down to the stones of the pit like a trampled corpse 

Isaiah 38:18 ˶ˣ ˔˟˘˧ːˡ ˋ˶ ˣ˗˔˧ For Sheol cannot thank You; Death cannot praise You;  
Those who go down to the pit cannot hope for Your faithfulness 

Lamentations ˶ˣ ˔̌ˏˬ I called upon Your name, O LORD, out of the lowest pit 

Ezekiel 26:20 ˶ˣ ˔˟ I will bring you down with those who go down to the pit, to the  
people of old, and I make you dwell in the lower parts of the earth,  
like the ancient waste places, with those who go down to the pit,  
so that you will not be inhabited;  but I will set glory in the land  
of the living  

Ezekiel 31:16 ˧ːˡ ˋ˶ ˣ ˔˧˘˪ˑ˞ ˶ˣ˗˔  ˟ For they have all been given over to death; to the earth beneath,  
among the sons of men, with those who down to the pit. 

Ezekiel 31:16 ˶ˣ ˔˟ I made the nations quake at the sound of its fall when I made  
it go down to Sheol with those who go down to the pit  

Ezekiel 32:30 ˶ˣ˗˔˟ They lay down uncircumcised with those slain by the sword  
and bore their disgrace with those who do down to the pit 

Zechariah 
9:11 

˶ˣ ˔̌ˏˬ Because of His covenant, God set free Ephraim from the  
waterless pit. 

Isaiah 24:17 ˸˒˥ ˒˲ ˓ˣ Terror and pit and snare confront you, O inhabitant of the ea rth 
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