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The Key to Prophecy

Three Questions of Matthew 24:1-25:46
Tote, Tauta and Mathete Analytics

Expository Bible Studies

Jesus provided a very clear Key to Prophecy in Matthew 24. This key helps
us understand the prophetic timeline of events. The events in Matthew 24:1 to
Matthew 25:30 occur in consecutive order. Once we grasp that simple fact, then we
understand that Jesus provided a timeline there that allows us to place prophetic
events outside of Matthew 24 (such as prophecies in Daniel and Revelation) into that
same timeline. Jesus provided the timeline by answering some questions from the
disciples. We need to study those questions and answers very carefully.

The disciples of Jesus asked three questions. Jesus answered those questions
in order and help us understand the structure of Matthew 24-25, The Olivet
Discourse (Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives as He addressed His disciples
in Matthew 24-25).

We need to bring some tools with us to the study of Matthew 24:1-Matthew
25:30. Those tools help us understand the Greek terms recorded in the Bible. We
will focus upon the conjunctions Matthew used to link the prophetic events together.
Please remember that every word Matthew wrote in the original autographs was
inspired by God, so that they perfectly convey the truth revealed by God. Two
conjunctions require our attention and I call them Tote Analytics and Tauta
Analytics. We also need to grasp the truths that Jesus emphasized as He presented
the Key to Prophecy in Matthew 24, based upon the different events He placed on
the timeline. I am going to call the truths Jesus emphasized Mathete Analytics.

Tote Analytics (abbreviated below as TEA) means that we analyze the
timing of revealed events. Furthermore, when events happen must be distinguished
from what happens. Tote analytics help explain the sequence of events, and what
happens at that time. Jesus commanded us to learn from the revelation of time and
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events. In the Gospel of Matthew, the term “Téte” appears more than eighty times.
With one exception, and maybe one more, the term always designates later time,
with maybe a few exceptions. Usually, it signifies a consecutive, subsequent event.
We will see in Matthew that God used the term “Tote” to mark out the timeline in
consecutive, narrative fashion (with some similarities to the Hebrew waw
consecutive).

Tauta Analytics (TAA) means we analyze the things revealed. We must not
confuse what happens, with when it happens.

Mathete Analytics (MA) means what we must learn from the revelation.
Jesus 1ssued commands related to the revelation. I will call them Revelation
Commands, a part of MA.

Of course those modes of analysis will overlap and are subject to different
interpretations of the text and differences of opinion. At times, categorizing language
can be very subjective. [ am only suggesting one means to analyze the passage using
different categories to increase understanding of the relationships in the text and
highlight the ways Jesus revealed the truth and its impact upon our lives as believers.
Following this method, 1 find that Matthew 24:1-Matthew 25:46 follows
consecutively in time and Jesus answered the three questions from the disciples in
the order they asked the questions. Therefore, we may begin with the background to
Matthew 24.

As Jesus exited the temple, His disciples pointed out the temple building.
Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone
will be left upon another which will not be torn down.” At this initial point, Jesus
has already provided a look into the future. Every stone in the temple will be torn
down, so that not one stone will not be left upon another. Historians tells us that in
A.D. 70, Roman General Titus captured Jerusalem, quelled the rebellion, and tore
down the temple, stone by stone. Was that destruction the one Jesus prophesied
about in Matthew 24-25? To answer that question, we must go back to Matthew 24.

Question One
When will these thing happen?
(TréTE TadTO £E0TAQ)

TEA and TAA


https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2025.46

Answer: Matthew 24:1-14

Question Two

What Will Be the Sign of Your Coming?
(T0 onueiov TAG OfG TTapouaTiag)
TAA

Answer: Matthew 24:15—Matthew 25:30

Question Three

What Will Be the Sign of the Consummation of the Age?
(ouvTteAeiag To0 aitvog)

TAA

Answer: Matthew 25:31-Matthew 25:46

Note: Red indicates a major event in the timeline.

With those three questions in mind, we can see how Jesus answered those three
questions. A chart helps me follow the chronology and the events.


https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.1-14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2025.30
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2025.30

Chart of Questions

Tauta, Tote, Mathete Analysis

Question One

When will these
things happen?

(TréTe TaUTO EOTA)

TEA and TAA

Answer: Matthew
24:1-Matthew 24:14

24:1 The Temple
Buildings

24:2a Do You Not See

(OU BAETTETE)
TAA

24:2b All These
Things?

(tTalTa TTAGVTA)

TAA

Question Two

What Will Be the Sign
of Your Appearing?

(T0 onueiov TAG OAG TTAPOUC

iac)
TAA

Answer: Matthew 24:15—
Matthew 25:30

24:15a Therefore When
(Otav olv)

TEA

24:15b You See

(idnte)

TAA

24:15¢ The Abomination
of Desolation

Question Three

What Will Be the Sign of
the Consummation of the
Age

(ouvTeAeiag 100 ai
WVOoQ)

TAA

Answer: Matthew 25:31-
Matthew 25:46

25:31a But When
(Otav 6¢)
TEA

The Son of Man Comes
in Glory

(EABN © uidg TO0 AvBpwTT
ou év Tf} 06&N auTol)

TAA

And All the Angels with
Him


https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2025.30
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2025.30
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2024.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2025.30

Key to Prophecy

24:2c Truly | Say To which Was Spoken of

You, Not through the
One Stone Will Be Prophet Daniel, Standing
Left upon in the
Another, Which Will Holy Place
Not

(10 BOEAUYHA TAG £EPNUWOEW
Be Torn Down G 7O pnBEv

(QuAv Aéyw Opiv, ou pr 1t AavinA To0 TTPO@rTOU €0
apedi wde AiBog T0G

£1Ti AiBov O¢ oU kaTtaAu &v TOTTW ayiw)

Bnoetai)

TAA
TAA

24:15d Let the Reader
24:3a When? Understand
(1réTE) (0 AvayIVWOKWYV VOEITW)
TEA MA, Revelation Command
24:3b Will Be These 24:16a Then
Things?

(TOTE)
(TadTa €oTai)

TEA

TAA
24:16b Those Who Are In
24:3b What Will the Judea

Sign of Your

Coming? Must Flee to the
Mountains

(kai Ti TO onueiov TAG O

Ag TTapouaiag) (oi év Tfj Toudaia PeUYETWO

TAA av €ig T 6pn)
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(kai TTavTeG oi AyyeAol Pe
T auTol)

TAA
25:31b Then
(TéTe)

He Will Sit Upon His
Glorious Throne

(KaBioel €111 Bpdvou dOEN
G auTtod)

TAA

25:32a And Will Be
Gathered

All the Nations

(kai ouvaxbnoovrai TavT
a TG £0vn)

TAA

25:32b And He Will
Separate

From One Another as a
Shepherd

the Sheep from the
Goats

(kai dgpopioel auToug) &t
" GAARAWY,

WOTTEP O TTOINAV APOopIC
€l



Key to Prophecy

24:3c And of the End MA, Revelation Command 1a Tmpéfarta atrd TV £pi
of the Age? Pwv)

24:17 Whoever Is on the
(kai ouvTeAgiag ToU ai® Housetop TAA

)
Must Not Go Down To Get 25:33 And He Will Put
TAA the His sheep on

24:4 See To It No One Things Out That Are in His His Right, and the
Misleads You House goats on

(BA&mreTe pn mig updg T (£mi 100 dwpartog pr kataBd the Left

Aaviaon) TW apail

25:34a Then
MA, Revelation TG €K TAG oikiag auTolun KaT
Command apaTw) (T07¢)

24:5a For Many Will MA, Revelation Command TEA

Come in
24:18a And The King Will Say To
My Name, Saying Those On
(kai)
(TroAAoI Yap €AeUoovTal His Right
ETTI TEA

(T6TE £PET O BATIAEUC TOIC
T 6voparTi pou Aéyovte 24:18b Whoever Is in the €k de€itov auTol)
Q) Field

TAA
TAA/TEA Must Not Turn Back To
Get 25:34b Come
24:5b | Am the Christ
His Cloak (AelTe)

(Eyw €ipi 6 Xp1o16¢)
(0 &v TQ ayp® pn emoTpewd MA, Revelation

TAA TW Command
24:5¢ And Will otriow apai 16 iyaTiov autold 25:34¢ Inherit
Mislead Many )

(kKAnpovopnoare)
(kai TToAAoUG TTAavriioo MA, Revelation Command
uaciv)
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TAA

24:6a You Will Be
Hearing of

(ueAANOETE OE AKOUEIV)

TAA
24:6b Wars

(TToAéuoUg)

24:6¢c And Rumors of MA, Revelation Command

Wars
TAA

24:6d See That You
Are Not Frightened

(oparTe, pr Bpociobe)

MA, Revelation
Command

24:6e For Those
Things Must Take
Place

(O€l yap yevéoBal)
TAA

24:6f But Not Yet The 24:20b in Winter, oron a

End

(GAA

‘o0TTW €0Tiv TO TEAOG)

TEA

Key to Prophecy

24:19a But Woe to Those MA. Revelation

Who

Are Pregnant and to
Those

Who Are Nursing Babies

(oUai B¢ TaiC £v yaoTpi £€xoU

oaIg

Kai Taic BnAadouaoai)

24:19b In those Days
(év ékeivaig Talc AUEPQIC)

TEA

24:20a But Pray that Your

Flight

Will Not Be

(TrpocelxeaBe O¢ iva un yé

vnTal

N Quyn UPQV)

MA, Revelation Command

Sabbath

(xelpmvog pndé caBpaTw)

TEA

12

Command

25:34d the Kingdom
Prepared for You

from the Foundation of
the World

(TAV ATOIHOCUEVNV UV
BaoiAeiav

aTrd KOTAPBOARG KOTUOU)
TAA

25:35-36 Explanation to
the Righteous

TAA
25:37a
Then
(TOTE)
TEA

25:37-39 Righteous
Questions

TAA

25:40 Royal Answer
TAA

25:41a Then

(TOTE)



24:7a For Will Rise
(EyepOnoeTal yap )
TAA/TEA

24:7b Nation against
Nation

(EBvog £TTi £BVOQ)
TAA

24:7c And Kingdom
against Kingdom

(kai BaaiAgia £T1i BacIA
giav)

24:7d And There Will
Be Famines

(kai EgovTtal Aipoi)
TAA

24:7e And
Earthquakes in
Various Places

(kai oglopoi KATA TOTTO
ug)

TAA

24: 8a But All These
Things Are

(TravTa d¢ TalTa)

TAA

Key to Prophecy

24:21 For Then Will Be
(EoTal yap 16T1€)

TEA

Great Tribulation
(OATwIg peyaAn)

TAA

24:22a Unless Those
Days Shortened

(kai €i un ékoAoBwBnoav ai

AMEPAI EKETVAI)

TAA

No Life Would Have Been

Saved

(ouKk Gv €owen TTaoa oap)

TAA

24:22b For the Sake of
the Elect

(5181 5€ TOUG EKAEKTOUG)

TAA

Those Days Will Be Cut

Short

(kohoBwBnoovTal ai AEépal

EKEIVQ)

TEA

13

25:41b Depart from Me
(TTopevecBe atr €uol)

MA. Revelation
Command

25:41b-43 Royal
Explanation

TAA

25:44a Then
(TOTE)

TEA

25:44b Righteous
Question

25:45a Then
(TOTE)
TEA

25:45b-46 Explanation
to Righteous

These Will Go Away
into Age Punishment,

but the Righteous into
Age Life

(Kai areAevoovTal oUTOl
gic kOAaalv aiwviov,

oi 6¢ dikaiol €i¢ (wnv
aiwviov.)



Key to Prophecy

24:8b The Beginning 24:23a Then TAA
of Birth Pangs

(TOTE)
(Gpxn wdivwv)

TEA
TAA/TEA

If Anyone Says Behold,
24:9a Then

(€av TIg UiV €iTTN,
(TOT1E)

i5oU WdE 6 XPIoTAC)
TEA

TEA and TAA
24:9b They Will
Deliver You to 24:23b Do Not Believe
(Trapadwaoouaiv UPaG € (U TTioTedonTe)
[
) MA, Revelation Command
TAA

24:24 False Christs and
24:9¢ Tribulation False Prophets

(BATYIV) (weuddypioTOol KAi WEUDOTTP
opfTal)

24:9d And Will Kill

You TAA

(kai atroktevoUoiv upd 24:25 Behold, | Have Told

Q) You In Advance

TAA (idou TTpOoEipnKa UYIV)

24:9e And You Will MA and TEA

Be Hated
24:26a If They Say ,

by All The Nations  Behold
Because —

(£av ouv &iTTwaolv Uiv, 1do0)
of My Name

TAA

14



Key to Prophecy

(kai EoeaBe piooUuevol 24:26b Do Not Believe
UTTod

(un TIoTEUONTE)
TTAVTWYV TV £€BVRV dId

70 Ovoua pou) MA, Revelation Command
TAA 24:27a For just as the
Lightning

24:10 At That Time
(WoTTeEP Yap 1 doTpatn)
(kai TOTE)

TEA
24:27b So Will Be the

24:10b Many Will Fall Appearing

Away
of the Son of Man
(okavdaAhioBriocovTal T
oAAoi) (woTrep yap ) TTapouaia Tol
uiol
TAA
100 AvBpwTTOU)
24:10c And Will
Betray One Another TAA

(kai GAARAoug Trapadw 24:28 Wherever the

OOuUCIV) Corpse Is,

TAA There the Vultures Will
Gather

24:10d And Hate One B

Another (OT1TOU €AV N TO TTITMA, EKET

(kai piofoouciv GAAAAo ouvaxBrioovral oi aeToi)
ug)

TAA

TAA

24:29a Immediately after

24:11 And Many o . i
False Prophets Will  (EUBEwG O¢ peTa)
Arise

15



Key to Prophecy

(kai TToAAOI weudotrpo TEA
eATal £yepBrcovTal)
24:29b The Tribulation of

TAA those Days
24:11b And Will (TAV BATWIV TV APEPQV EKEI
Mislead Many VWV)

(kai TTAavricouciv TTOAA TAA

oug)

24:29c The Sun Will Be
TAA Darkened
24:12a Because (6 AAIog okoTIoBAOETAN)

Lawlessness Is
TAA

Increased

24:29d And the Moon Will
(kai &1& TO TTANBUVORAva Not Give Its Light
| TAV avopiav)

(kai ) oeAfqvn ol dwaoel 10 @
TAA £yyog auTig)

24:12 Most People’s TAA

Love Will Grow Cold

24:29e And The Stars will
(wuynoetal [ ayarn 1@ Fall from the Sky
V TTOAAQV)

(kai oi doTépeg TrecolvTal &
TAA 106 T00 oUpavol)

24:13a But The One TAA

Who Endures
24:29f And The Powers of

(6 8¢ UTTopEivVaG) the Heaven
24:13b To The End  Will Be Shaken

(kai ai duvapeic TV oUpav®

(gig TéAOG) v 0aAeuBrocovTal)

16



Key to Prophecy

TEA TAA

24:13c Will Be Saved 24:30a And Then
(oUToC cweroEeTal) (kai T6TE)

TAA TEA

24:14a This Gospel of 24:30b the sign of the Son

Kingdom Will Be of Man

Preached to the ) _
Whole World will appear in the sky

(kai knpuxBnRoeTal TOUT

(pavAoeTal 10 onueiov 100 Ui
0 TO elayyéAiov ou

TAiC BaolAgiag év OAN Tf 100 AvBPWTTOU €V 0UPaV®)

oikoupévn) TAA

TAA 24:30¢ And Then

24:14b As a

Testimony To (kai 10Te)

24:30d All the Tribes of

All the Nations the Earth

fslgepapwplov Ao 10 Will Mourn and See the
i £Bveov) Son of Man

TAA coming upon the clouds

24:14b And Then of the heaven with

(Kai TOTE) great power and glory

TEA (kdwovTal TTdcal aipuAai TAg
YAg

24:14c the End - e .
Kai OyovTal TOV Uidv Tol ave

(16 TEAOC) puwTToU

17



TEA
24:14c Will Come

(nger )
TAA

Key to Prophecy
EPXOMEVOV ETTI TV VEPEADV
100 oUpavol

META QUVAUEWG Kai BOENG TT
OAARG)

TAA

24:31a And He Will Send
Forth His Angels

with a Great Trumpet

(Kai ATTOOTEAET TOUG AyyéAoU
G auTol

META OAATTIYYOG HEYAANG)
TAA

24:31b And They Will
Gather His Elect

from the Four Winds, from
One End of the Sky

to the Other.

(kai €mIouvAEouaIv ToUG kA
EKTOUGAUTOU

€K TV TECOAPWYV AVEUWYV &
™ AKpwv oupavv

EWG [TOV] Gkpwv aUT@V. )

TAA

18



Key to Prophecy

24:32a Now Learn the
Parable from the Fig Tree

(ATTO B¢ TAG OUKAG HABETE T
AV TTOPABOARV)

MA, Revelation Command

24:32b When its branch
has already become
tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know

that summer is near

(“AdN 6 kKAGdOC aUTAC
yévnTal atTaAog Kai Té
QUAAO £EKQUN, VIVWOKETE OTI
£YYUG TO B€p0C”)

TEA and TAA

24:33a So, you too, when
you see all these things

(oUTwg Kai UpEig, OTav idnTe
mTavra TalTa)

TEA

24:33b Recognize
(“YIVWOKETE”)

MA, Revelation Command

24:33c that He is near, right
at the door

(“OTI €yy0g €aTIv €TTi
BUpaig”)

19



Key to Prophecy

TAA

24:34 Truly | say to
you, this generation

will not pass away until all
these things

place

(QuAV Aéyw Upiv 0TI oU Wn
NapeAen

N yevea altn €wc Gv navrta
TalTa yévnTal.)

TEA

24:35a Heaven and earth
will pass away,

but My words will not
pass away

(O oupavog kai i yi
napehevoeTal,

oi O Aoyol pou oU [N
napéAOwaIV.)

TAA

24:36 But concerning that
day and hour

no one knows, not even
the angels of

heaven, nor the Son, but
the Father alone.

20



Key to Prophecy

(Mepi OE TFiG NHEPAG EKEIVNG
Kai 0Ppag oudeic 0Idev, OUdE
oi ayyehol TV oupavdv
OUdE O UIbC, €i U 6 NaTnp
MOVOC.)

TAA

24:37a For the coming of
the Son of Man will be just
like the days of Noah

(Qonep yap ai nuépai Tol
N@®e, oUTwC €0Tal R/
napouacia ToU uiol Tol
avepwnou.)

TAA

24:38 For as in those days
before the

flood, they were eating
and drinking,

marrying and giving in
marriage,

until the day that Noah
entered the ark.

(¢ yap Roav &v Tdic
NUEPAIC [ékeivaic] Tdic npo
ToU kaTakAuopol
TPWYOVTEG Kai MiVOVTEC,
yapoOvTeC kai yapidovTeg,

21



Key to Prophecy

axp1 NG APéPac siofABev
N@®E €i¢ TAV KIBWTOV)

TAA

39 and they did not
understand until

the flood came and took
them all away;

so will the appearing of
the Son of Man be

(kai oK &yvwoav €wg NABev
0 KATAKAUOWOG Kai Npev
anavtac, oUTw¢ £oTal [Kai]
A napoucia ToU uiol Tol
avbpwnou)

24:40a Then
(Tote)

TEA

24:40b there will be two
men in the

field; one will be taken
and one will be left.

22



Key to Prophecy

(dUo £oovTal ev T® Aypd,
gic napalauBaveral kai €ic
agicrai)

TAA

24:41 Two women will be
grinding at the mill;

One will be taken and one
will be left.

(dUo aAnBouaal v T® PUAW,
Mia napaAapBaverail kai pia
agieral.)

TAA

24:42-43 Therefore Be on
the Alert

(ypnyopeite olv)
MA, Revelation Command

24:44a Thief in the Night
lllustration

For This Reason You Also
Must Be Ready

(016 ToUTO Kai UMETC yiveaBe
ETOI[OI)

MA, Revelation Command

24:44b For the Son of man
Is Coming at an Hour
When You Do Not Think

23



Key to Prophecy

(6T1 i 0 SokeiTe WP O UidS
100 AvOpwWTTOU EPXETAI)

TEA

24:45-51 Faithful Slave
lllustration

Master Returns
TEA

Faithful Slave Putin
Charge of All His
Possessions

Blessed is that slave
whom his master finds so
doing

When He Comes
TEA

Evil Slave Cut in Pieces
and

Assigned Place with the
Hypocrites;

place of Weeping and
Gnashing of Teeth

TAA
Matthew 25

25:1-13 Ten Virgins
lllustration

24



Key to Prophecy

Foolish Virgins Took No
Oil

Wise Virgins Took Oil

Must Be Ready When
Bridegroom Comes

TAA
Be on the Alert, therefore,
(Tpnyopeite olv)

MA. Revelation Command

For You Do Not

Know

(611 oUK oidare)

TAA

the Day Nor the Hour

(TAV AUépav OUBE THV Wpav)
TEA

25:14-30 Talents
lllustration

Now after a Long Time
(MeTA OE TTOAUV XpOVOV)

TEA

25



Key to Prophecy

The Master Came and
Settled Accounts with
Them

(EpxeTal 6 KUPIOG TGV OOUAW
Vv

Ekeivwyv Kal guvaipel Adyov
MET alT(OV)

TAA

26



Discussion

In this study, | first intended to trace out the chronology of Matthew
24:1-25:46. As | studied the passage, | noticed that Jesus provided a Key
to Prophecy. | also found many interesting details concerning the passages
at issue. Therefore, | will endeavor to stick mainly to a discussion of the
chronology, although | will add a few notes | found of interest. Like other
chapters in the Bible, God provided a key to understanding the future in
Matthew 24:1-Matthew 25:30 which unlocks an outline of prophetic events
through the end of the age. The evidence will show that timeline follows in
order both the questions from the disciples and the verses in the chapters.
Using the Key to Prophecy, we may understand many other prophetic
passages in the Bible and resolve other prophetic issues because Jesus
provided a timeline of events. | have used a blue highlighter below to outline
all the events Jesus described as they occur in consecutive order.
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Matthew 24:1-14

Section One
Matthew 24:1-14

Question One: When Will
These Things Happen?

In this discussion, | will trace out the chronology of the three questions
in more detail. Along the way, | will also discuss how certain events fit into
the chronology.

Birth Pangs
Matthew 24:1-6

As Jesus answered this first question (When will these things
happen?), He drew the attention of the disciples to the temple buildings
standing right before them. Then, Jesus predicted the total destruction of the
temple. Jesus used the three questions of the disciples to present a prophetic
timeline of events in the future. The entire discourse follows in consecutive
order, just as the three questions from the disciples followed a consecutive
order.

Jesus began His answer to the first question with a command: "See to
it" (BAétrete). Jesus did not discuss abstract theology, but provided clear
directions for living today. Jesus linked the future to our everyday life. Jesus
disclosed the future with an emphasis upon Godly living. When will these
things about the destruction of the temple take place? Jesus answered with
a list of things to happen first. Jesus started with commands to avoid certain
temptations.
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Jesus described the initial period as a time of birth pangs. Just as a
pregnant female begins to feel sudden, sharp pains signaling the beginning
of childbirth, so Jesus provided specific commands and signs for the
disciples regarding this period of birth pangs. He also described temptations
facing the disciples.

Matthew 24:4 Temptation One: Misled: See To It No One Misleads
You. Jesus taught His disciples the significance of future events and also
gave them specific commands, referred to as Mathete Analytics (MA in the
chart above). Because many people will come and try to mislead the general
population, including believers, Jesus commanded: see to it that no one
misleads you (BAémrete pf TIc Updc TAavon). Many will come and try to
mislead the disciples saying they are the Christ and come in His name. Jesus
commanded His disciples not to fall for such claims. Notice how Jesus
reveals the future and answers their questions in the context of commands
to avoid temptation. Many will be tempted and then fall into the sin of
following false Christs.

Matthew 24:5 Temptation Two: Fear: Wars and Rumors of Wars.
The disciples will hear about wars and rumors of wars. Jesus commanded:
See that your are not frightened (6pdte, uny 6pocicbe--See Mark 8:15: "
Opdre, PAEmete"). Though wars and rumors of wars abound, Jesus
commanded us not be frightened by such conflicts.

24:4-6 But Not Yet The End. Jesus explained that end was not yet
(GAA 'oUTTW £0TiV TO TEAOG).

24:7-8 All These Things Are The Beginning of Birth Pangs. All
these events were merely birth pangs (ravra ¢ Tadta apxn wdivwv) before
the Tribulation would begin. Those birth pangs included many signs, detailed
in the text.

Summary of Signs for the Beginning of Birth Pangs

@ Many False Christs
@ Many People Misled
@ Wars
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€ Rumors of wars

@ Many People Frightened

@ Nation Rises Against Nation

@ Kingdom Rises Against Kingdom
€@ Famines in Many Places

@ Earthquakes in Many Places
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Tribulation
Matthew 24:7-14

After the beginning of birth pangs, then comes the Tribulation.

24:9 Then They Will Deliver You. After the birth pangs, then evil men
will deliver believers to tribulation (161e TTapadwoouciv UPAC €ic BATYIV).
Notice that the timing word 167€ describes consecutive time here. After the
birth pangs, specific events take place.

€@ Evil men will deliver believers to tribulation
€@ Evil men will kill believers

@ All nations will hate believers because of the name of Jesus.

24:10-12 Fall Away, Betray, Hate, False Prophets, Mislead,
Lawlessness, Love Grows Cold. Following the birth pangs (kai 161¢), as
the Tribulation starts, many people will fall away and will betray one another
and hate one another. Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.
Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold. Notice
the many and most terms. From Daniel 9:26-27, we know that a week of
years (seven years) will be the time period for the Tribulation. During that
time, the prince who is to come will make a covenant with the man, but in the
middle of the week, that is at the mid-point of the Tribulation, he will put a
stop to sacrifice and grain offering, and on the wing of abomination one will
come who makes desolate will come, until a complete desolation is poured
out on the one who makes desolate. Likewise, Revelation 12:6 provides that
woman fled into the wilderness for one-thousand two hundred and sixty days
which divided by 360 days of the Jewish calendar, equals three and a half
years. Furthermore, Revelation 12:14 says that the woman was nourished in
the wilderness for a time, times, and half a time, which also equals three and
a half, concurring with three and half years. Therefore, we know that during
the last of half of the Tribulation lasts three and a half years. All of the
numbers from Daniel, Matthew, 2 Thessalonians and Revelation all
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harmonize at seven years for the total Tribulation period, and then at the
middle of the seven years, the abomination of desolation will be set up, and
the one who makes desolate takes his place in the temple. The devil will be
thrown down to earth and the Great Tribulation (last half of he Tribulation)
will begin.

@ Many people will fall away

@ Many people will betray one another

@ Many people will hate one another

@ Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many

@ Lawlessness will increase

@ Most people's love will grow cold

24:13 Saved. But the One Enduring to the End Will Be Saved (6
&¢ UTropeivag gic TEAog oUTOC cwBATETal).

@ Some will endure to the end. See Zechariah 13:8, one third of Israel
will be survive, although they will be refined with fire, and tested as
gold

@ They will be saved

24:14a Gospel of the Kingdom Will Be Preached to the Whole
World _(kai knpuxBnoetal Todto 10 evayyéAiov TAC PaciAciag é&v OAn Ti
OiKOUMEVN).

€@ The Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached to the whole world during
the Tribulation
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€@ God will send an angel to preach the Gospel to those who live on earth,
and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people (Revelation 14:6).

24:14b And Then the End Will Come (kai 16T¢ i€l TO TEAOG). Please
keep in mind the consecutive nature of events in all the items listed in
Matthew 24, including verses 10-12. With these words, Jesus has finished

His answer to the first question. The temple will be destroyed before the end
of the Tribulation.

@ The end will come after the birth pangs and after the Tribulation

@ The temple will be destroyed before the end of the Tribulation
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Matthew 24:15-25:30
Question Two
What Will Be The Sign of Your Coming?

Jesus responded next to the question about the sign of your coming.
This question focuses upon "the sign" and the coming of the Son of Man.

24:15a Therefore When You See. The answer to the Second
Question, What Will Be the Sign of Your Coming? (10 onuegiov TAG Ofg
TTapouciag), begins with Matthew 24:15. Notice that the disciples were
looking for signs of the coming of Jesus. The time marker here designates
that the end is about to come (kai 161 €€l TO TEAOG) (Matthew 24:14). Jesus
said "when you see" (Otav oUv idnte--temporal coordination of action),
marking the first sign of His coming.

@ The end is about to come

Abomination of Desolation

24:15b Abomination of Desolation. The first sign of His coming will
be the Abomination of Desolation (10 BOéAuyua TAG épnuwaoewc), which all
will see standing in the Holy Place. Jesus intended for the readers to
understand the reference here. We know from Daniel 9:27 that one who
makes desolate comes on the wing of desolation (nnwn byipy 93 7).
Furthermore, the son of destruction will take his place in the temple and
display himself as being God (2 Thessalonians 2:4).

24:16-18 Then Those Who Are In_Judea Must Flee. Jesus then
explained that when the Abomination of Desolation stands in the Holy Place,
then the people in Judea must flee (161 0i &v Tf ‘loudaia @euyéTwaav).
People on the housetop must not go down to get things out of the house.
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Likewise, those in the field must not turn back to get their cloaks. Jesus
warns people that they must flee immediately.

€@ Abomination of Desolation stands in the holy place
@ People of Judea must flee immediately
€@ People on the housetop must not go down to get things out of the house

@ People in the field must not return to get their cloaks

24:19-20 In Those Days. "In those days" (€v ékeivaig Taig AUEPQIC)
described the days immediately following the appearance of the Abomination
of Desolation in the Holy Place. During those days, woe to those who are
pregnant or nursing babies. Instead, Jesus taught that people should pray
that your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. The people need to
flee quickly and farther than a Sabbath Day's journey.

@ Days immediately following the appearance of the Abomination of
Desolation

@ Woe to those people who are pregnant or nursing

€@ Pray that your flight will not be in winter or on a Sabbath

24:21 For Then There Will Be a Great Tribulation. Following the
Abomination of Desolation, then begins the Great Tribulation (the last 36
months of the Tribulation) (Eotal yap 161€ OAIWIC peydAn--the only only
occurrence of yap 161€). Since the beginning of the world, nothing compares
to the Great Tribulation, nor will anything in the future.

@ Great Tribulation (the last 36 months of the Tribulation) begins with
the appearance of the Abomination of Desolation
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@ Great Tribulation like nothing before it or after it

24:22a Unless Those Days Shortened. If God had not shortened the
days of the Great Tribulation (kai ei un ékoAofmOnoav ai fuépar ékeivan),
then no flesh would have survived.

€@ God shortened the days of the Great Tribulation or no flesh would have
survived

24:22b Those Days Will Be Cut Short. God cut short those
days (koAoBw6BnAocovTal ai nuépail ékeiva) for the sake of the elect.

@ God shortened the days of the Great Tribulation for the sake of the
elect (believers).

24:23a Then If Anyone Says. Then if anyone says (101€ £€av TIG UMV
€itrn). Jesus used a series of "behold" statements to provide warnings about
people falsely claiming that He had returned.

24:24b Behold, Here Is the Christ or There. When someone says,
"Behold, Here is the Christ (150U Wde 6 xpIoTOC), or There (fi- ‘Qd¢)," do not
believe him (un moTtevonTte). For many false Christs and false prophets will
arise and show signs and great wonders (dwooucoiv onueia peyala Kai
Tépata) (see Sections Two and Three of this link) so that many would be
misled, if possible, also the elect.

24:25 Behold, | Have Told You Beforehand. Jesus then issued
another warning, saying, "Behold, | have told you beforehand" (idou
TTpocipnka UWiv).

24:26a Behold, He is in the Wilderness. So, if anyone says to you,
"Behold, He is in the wilderness" (100U v T éprpw £aTiv), do not go out.

24:26b Behold, He is in the Inner Rooms. If anyone says, "Behold,
He is in the inner rooms (150U £€v TOIG TauEiolg), do not believe them.
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24:27 The Coming of the Son of Man. For just as the lightning comes
from the east and flashes into the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man
be (wotrep yap 1 mapoucia 100 viol To0 avBpwtrou). See Appendix 5
concerning the term "mmapouacia." The exact phrase "the coming of the Son
of Man " only occurs in Matthew 24:37 and Matthew 24:39. Many passages
provide insight into the Coming of the Son of Man, including the following
events: (1) the resurrection of those who are Christ's at His coming (Emreita
oi To0 Xpiotol év Tfi Tapoucia autol) (1 Corinthians 15:23); (2) Paul
described the Thessalonians as our hope, joy and crown of exaltation in the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ  at His coming
(EuTrpoCBev TO0 KUpiou AUV Incol év TR auTol TTapouaia) (1
Thessalonians 2:19); (3) Jesus will come with all His saints (év 1] TTapouacia
100 KUpiou ANV Incol PeTd TAVTWY TWV ayiwv autol) (1 Thessalonians
3:13); (4) the saints will not shrink away in shame at His coming (un
aioxuvBpuev atr’ autod €v Tfj Tapouaia autod) (1 John 2:28). We should
always remember that the coming of the Lord is near (611 ) TTapouacia 100
Kupiou fyyikev) (James 5:8). Before Jesus comes, the man of lawlessness,
who will work according to Satan, will come (o0 éoTiv fj TTapoucia kot
evépyelav To0 Zatavd) (2 Thessalonians 2:9).

@ Then if anyone says
@ Behold, there is the Christ or Here
€@ Do not believe them

@ Many false Christs and false prophets will arise and show signs and
great wonders.

@ Many will be misled, even the elect if possible.
€@ Behold, I have told you beforehand

@ Behold, he is in the wilderness

@ Do not go out

@ Behold, he is in the inner rooms
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@ Do not believe them

@ Like lightning flashing from east to west, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man.

24:28 Corpse and Vultures. Wherever the corpse is, there the
vultures will gather. Jesus likened the destruction of His enemies to corpses
lying on the ground with vultures gathering for the feast. In short, death and
vultures eat the corpses of the armies slain by by Jesus at His coming. See
Ezekiel 39:4 and Revelation 19:17-18.

@ Jesus is about to return
@ Jesus is about to slay His enemies, including all their armies
@ Corpses will litter the ground

€@ The vultures and other birds will come to feast upon the carcasses of
the slain

24:29a Immediately after The Tribulation of Those Days. Jesus
provided another very clear time marker: "Immediately after the Tribulation
of those days": (EUBEwg & petd THV BAIWIV TV AuEPV ékeivwy). Jesus
identified the events immediately following the period of seven years He
called the Tribulation, with the last three and one half years identified as the
Great Tribulation.

24:29b The Sun Will Be Darkened. Jesus described a series of
events after the Tribulation. The first event is that the sun will be darkened
(6 fRAI0G okoTIoBRoETAl).

24:29c¢ And the Moon Will Not Give Its Light. The second event is
that the moon will not give its light (kai f} geAfjvn ou dwael TO PEyyog auTig).
Please notice that the conjunction is a simple "and" (kai), denoting
contemporaneous time here.
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24:29d The Stars Will Fall from The Sky. The third event is that the
stars will fall from the sky (kai oi aoTépeg TrecolvTal amo 100 oupavod). The
simple "and" (kai) indicating simultaneous time. Also, the stars (perhaps
asteroids) fall from outer space, and so the better translation may be heaven.

24:29d The Powers of the Heavens Shall Be Shaken. The fourth
event is that the powers of the heavens will be shaken (kai ai duvaueic TV
oUpavv ocaAeuBnoovtal). Matthew again used the simple "and" (kai)
indicating simultaneous time.

@ The sun will be darkened
€@ The moon will not give its light
@ The stars will fall from the heavens

@ The powers of the heavens will be shaken

24:30a And Then. Matthew again used the phrase "and then" (kai
10T€), meaning subsequent action. As the Tribulation closes, with the
vultures about to gather, a sign appears in the sky. That sign is the Sign of
the Son of Man, signaling the close of the Tribulation period, and the
appearance of Jesus, the Son of Man.

The Sign of the Son of Man

24:30b The Sign of the Son of Man. Jesus prophesied that "the sign
of the Son of Man will appear in the sky . .. ." (@avhoceTal 10 onueiov 100
uioJ To0 avBpwTToU €V oUpav®).

24:30c And Then. The next time marker is "and then" (kai 10T1€),
indicating subsequent action. Immediately after the appearing in the sky of
the Sign of the Son of Man, a series of events will unfold.
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24:30d All the Tribes of the Earth Will Mourn. All the tribes of the

earth will mourn, because they have seen the Sign of the Son of Man in the
sky.

24:30e And. Matthew used the conjunction "and" (kai), indicating
simultaneous time.

24:30f. They Will See the Son of Man Coming on the Clouds of
the Sky with Power and Great Glory. All the tribes of the earth shall see
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory
(kai dwovTal TOV Uidv To0 avBpwTTou £PXOUEVOV ETTI TV VEQPEADV TOU
Upavold PeTaduVANEWS Kai 6ENG TTOAARG).

€@ The sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky
@ All the tribes of the earth will mourn

@ They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with
power and great glory

24:31a And. Matthew used the conjunction "and" (kai), indicating
simultaneous time.

24:31b He Will Send Forth. Jesus will send forth His angels
(aTTOOTEAET TOUG AyyéAoug auTod).

24:31c Great Trumpet. The angels go forth with a great trumpet
(METQ CAATTIVYOG MEYAANG).

24:31d And. Matthew used the conjunction "and" (kai), indicating
simultaneous time.

Elect Gathered

24:31e They Will Gather His Elect from the Four Winds, from one
end of the sky to the other. The angels will gather the elect of Jesus from
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the four winds, from the four corners of the earth (kai émouvafouaiv Toug
EKAEKTOUG aUTOU €K TV TECOAPWYV AVEUWYV ATT AKPWY oUpPaviV EwWG [TWV]
akpwv autwv). (See Jeremiah 23:3; Isaiah 11:11-12, 16; Jeremiah 31:7-8;
32:37. God will gather Israel from the four corners of the earth). See Matthew
8:11. Many come from the east and the west.

@ Jesus will send forth His angels
@ Great Trumpet will sound

@ The angels will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of
the sky to the other.

The Parable of the Fig Tree

24:32-35 The Parable of the Fig Tree. Jesus made teaching points
throughout Matthew 24 and 25, referred to as Mathete Analytics (MA in the
chart above).

24:32 Now Learn the Parable of the Fig Tree. Jesus used the fig tree
parable to teach His disciples.

24:32a Now Learn. Jesus said: "Now learn" (uaBete--imperative).
Jesus not only explained the future, He also told us to learn how the future
impacts our lives today.

24:32b The Parable of the Fig Tree. Jesus commanded us to learn
from the parable of the fig tree (ATT0 TR OUKAG HGBETE TRV TTApABOArV). See
the similar phrases in Matthew 9:13: learn about "I Desire Compassion;" see
also Matthew 11:29: "Learn from Me."

24:32c When. "When" (6tav). This term means contemporaneous
time here. Here, "when" also serves as a trigger to learn something.

24:32d Its Branch Has Already Become Tender and Puts Forth Its
Leaves. The fig tree parable emphasized a time: "you see its branch has
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already become tender and puts forth it leaves" (idn 0 kKAGd0o¢ auThc yévnTtal
a1raAOG Kai Ta UAAa £kun). The fig tree parable links the events described
in the previous verses with the coming of Jesus. It does not refer to the birth
of Israel in 1948 or any other time because the political nation of Israel is not
in view in this passage. Jesus gave answers to the three questions about the
timeline of God.

24:32e You Know. Jesus said "you know" (yivwokeTte). Jesus wanted
His disciples to learn and to know. Learning and knowing go hand in hand.
Then, what you know determines what you do. So when you see the events
described above, then you know that Jesus is coming soon.

24:32f That Summer is Near. Jesus used the fig tree parable to give
events leading up to His return to the Mount of Olives: "that summer is near"
(0T £yyUg TO B€p0g). This "OT" clause identifies the coming event, a product
of what you see, leading to what you know is near. Just as the fig branch
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, and you know that summer is near,
so also when you see all the events described in the surrounding verses,
then you know the coming of Jesus is near.

24:33a So, You Too. Jesus now interprets and applies the parable of
the fig tree with "So, you too" (oUTwg Kkai UUEIQ).

24:33b When. "When" (6tav). This term means contemporaneous
time here. Here, it means learn now from the parable of the fig tree.

24:33c You See All These Things, Recognize that He Is Near, at
the Door." Jesus revealed another point to to learn: "When you see all these
things, know that He is near, at the door" (idnte TT@vra TadTA, YIVWOKETE OTI
£YYUG £€aTiv €i BUpaig). His disciples will know He is near, at the door, when
they see these events.

24:34a Truly | say to You. Jesus employed the common phrase:
"Truly | say to you" (Gufyv Aéyw Uiv).

24:34b That This Generation Will Not Pass Away until All These
Signs Take Place. Jesus then referenced the future generation that would
see all the signs taking place with "This generation” (r] yevea autn). It will not
pass away until all these things take place: "that this generation will not pass
away until all these things take place" (611 oU pr) TTapéABn ) yeved alTn £wg
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av mavra talta yévnral). See Matthew 23:36, "Truly | say to you, all these
things will come upon this generation" (Gunv Aéyw Opiv, R&el TalTta TTaGvTa £TTI
TV YEVEQV TAUTNV); see Matthew 11:16, "this generation"(TAv yeveav Tautnv),
referring to the children in the market place indicating the present generation
hearing Jesus speak during His incarnate ministry. The generation of
Matthew 24:34 may be identified by the tie back to Matthew 24:33, "when
you see" and "in those days." In Matthew 24:19, the same phrase occurs: "in
those days" (év ékeivaig Taic nuépaig), referring to the future generation
enduring the Tribulation. See also another use of "those days" (ai nuépai
ekeiva) in Matthew 24:22, also referring to the Tribulation period. Jesus
limited the time frame for all the events to one generation. Furthermore, he
used a double negative "ou un" (see o0 pn in Matthew 15:6 regarding not
honoring fathers) for emphasis, meaning that future generation in the
Tribulation would not pass away until all those events occurred.

24:35 Heaven and Earth Will Pass Away, But My Words Will Not
Pass Away. Jesus emphasized that both "heaven and earth will pass away"
(O oupavog kai N yi TTapeAetoeTtal). In contrast, the words of Jesus will never
pass away (oi d¢ Adyol you ou un TTapéABwaoliv). Jesus again used a double
negative (ou un), indicating no possible chance that His words would pass
away. Jesus meant that the heaven and earth will end, and a new heavens
and new earth will come one day. But, His prophecies and all His words
would never pass away, they will remain forever. Some people may seize
upon this verse and claim that Matthew 24 is not chronological because the
world ends in Matthew 24:35. Such arguments oppose the context of the
verse. Jesus presented a Mathete (learn) section (Matthew 24:32-41) here,
with an illustration about heaven and earth passing away, and not placing
that "passing away" as an event on the time line of Matthew 24 at this point.
He described heaven and earth passing away in contrast to the eternality of
His words, and specifically, His prophecies which always come true and
remain forever. Jesus likewise in this Mathete section described Noah and
his day, without placing those events on the timeline of Matthew 24 at this
point. Jesus employed illustrations from various parts of the Bible to illustrate
Mathete points, not to add those illustrations to the timeline of Matthew 24.

€@ The Parable of the Fig Tree

€@ The generation seeing all the events above (during the Tribulation) will
not pass away until those events come to pass
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@ The words of Jesus will never pass away.

24:36a _But Concerning. Jesus used the phrase "But concerning"
(Mepi 6¢). He continued His Mathete (Now Learn) section, directing attention
to the day and hour of the appearing of the Son of Man. The "d¢" here
functions as a mild adversative. Jesus had disclosed in His Fig Tree Parable
that His disciples should learn the parable so that they would know the
events leading to His return. Having provided certainty regarding the events
leading up to His return to earth, He then tacked away to revealing that only
God the Father has knowledge of the exact day and hour of the appearing
of Jesus as He comes back to earth to reign. He then illustrated this new
tack with Noah and his time.

24:36b That Day and Hour. Jesus focused upon the day of "the
appearing" (f mapouacia) with the words "the day and hour" (TA¢ AuUépag
£keivne kai wpag--Jesus referred to the previous reference of the day of His
appearing). Jesus distinguished "the day" (1fi¢ nuépag) of His appearing from
the "hour" (wpag) of His appearing. Because God inspired the words of the
original autographs, we too must seek to understand each word. The day of
the appearing of Jesus refers to a longer time frame. The hour of His
appearing describes a particular, shorter time within the day of His
appearing.

24:36c No One Knows, Not even the Angels of Heaven, Nor the
Son, but the Father Alone. Jesus revealed that only God the Father (6
Tatnpe Yovog) knew the day and hour of the appearing of Jesus. One may
question how Jesus, God in the flesh, did not know that day and hour if He
was omniscient God, knowing everything. The answer remains clear: Jesus
was both truly human and truly God. As a human, He had limited knowledge
and emptied Himself of the independent exercise of His divine attributes
(Philippians 2:6-8). At times Jesus spoke as a human, prophesying about the
future as God the Father gave Him the words to speak. Jesus repeatedly
described what His audience did know with the phrase "you know that"
(yivwokete Oti) in Matthew 24:32, 33, and 43). Compare the lack of
knowledge in Matthew 24:43 of "But you know that if the head of the house
knew" (Ekeivo 6¢ yivwokeTe OTI €i (10€1 O 0ikodeaTTdTNG) referring to the time
the thief would come and steal.
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24:37a For_like. Jesus said: "For like" (Qotrep yap). That phrase
provides another part of the Mathete section. Jesus used illustrations from
well-known passages in the Bible to illustrate His points about the appearing
of the Son of Man. Here, Jesus directed attention to the days of Noah.

The Days of Noah

24:37b The Days of Noah. Jesus looked back at the "days of Noah"
(ai Auépar To0 Ne). Jesus intended to use the familiar account of Noah to
show how destruction came suddenly upon the world. See 2 Peter 3:3-6.

24:37c So Also Will Be. This phrase, "so also will be" (oUtwg EoTai)
indicates the similarity between two events: (1) the days of Noah and (2) the
appearing of the Son of Man. As the supreme teacher, Jesus used perfect
illustrations, building upon the old to explain the new.

24:37d The Appearing of the Son of Man. Jesus then elaborated
on "the appearing of the Son of Man" (1] Trapouacia 100 uiol 100 avBpwTToUu)
and how that future appearing had some things in common with the days of
Noah.

24:38a For As. Jesus used the phrase "for as" (wg yap). This
conjunction ties the verses together.

24:38b In Those Days. Again, Jesus used the phrase "in those days"
(v Taic nuUépaig [ékeivaig]) to describe a particular similarity between the
future day of the appearing of the Son of Man with the days of Noah.

24:38c Before the Flood. Jesus pointed to the coming flood as one
point of similarity. God intentionally destroyed the world during the days of
Noah (2 Peter 3:6), because every intent of the thoughts of man was only
evil continually (nrip=7 v 2 1A% navinn Yyi~7). God was sorry that He had
made man on the the earth, and was grieved in His heart (Genesis 6:6).

24:38d They Were Eating and Drinking, Marrying and Giving in
Marriage, until the Day that Noah Entered the Ark. Jesus then highlighted
other similarities between the days of Noah and the day of the appearing of
the Son of Man. Jesus listed the things they were doing as normal events:
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(1) eating and drinking; and (2) marrying and giving in marriage. Those
normal events continued until the day when Noah entered the Ark (éxp! A¢
Nnuépag eiofABev Nwe €ic Thv kIBwTtov). When Noah entered the Ark, God
began to destroy the world; moments before the judgment began, they were
eating and drinking, and marrying and giving in marriage. Notice everyone
outside of Noah's ark was destroyed by the judgment of God upon their evil.
He suddenly destroyed that world by water flooding the entire earth.

24:39a And They Did Not Understand. The evil people of Noah's day
did not know (oUk &€yvwaav). Caught up in all their evil, living their lives as
normal, the evil people had no idea that God's judgment was coming with
supreme force.

24:39b Until the Flood Came. Until the flood came (§w¢ AABevV ©
KATakAUOopOG), the evil people did not know that judgment was coming. Then
the flooding rains came and the judgment of destruction had begun.

24:39c Took Them All Away. The flood came and took them all away
(kai Apev dmmavrac). They were swept away in the flooding judgment of God
upon the earth and its inhabitants. We learn more about the word "took them
away" in other passages. In Matthew 9:6, Jesus healed a lame man and told
him to "take up your bed" (&pdv cou v kAivnv) and go home. In Matthew
17:27, Jesus directed the Peter to take up the first fish (Trp@ToV ixBUV Gpov)
that he found in the sea. The idea of picking up and taking away
characterized the judgment of flooding rain taking up and sweeping away the
evil people.

24:39d So Will Be. Jesus used the phrase "so will be" (oUTtwg &oTai).
Just as the judgment came swiftly upon all the people outside the ark, so
also judgment will come upon all the evil inhabitants upon the earth. Jesus
linked the sudden, unforeseen judgment on the evil people in Noah's day to
His appearing at the end of the Tribulation.

24:39e The Appearing of the Son of Man. Jesus often described
Himself as the Son of Man. At the end of the Tribulation, there will be the
appearing of the Son of Man (r} Tapouacia 100 vioUTo0 avBpwTrou). At that
time, Jesus will set His feet on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4;
Revelation 19).
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24:40a Then. Jesus used the term "then" (161¢), describing
consecutive time. In this case, Jesus had just finished His Mathete section
and will continue with His timeline of events.

24:40b There Will Be Two Men in_the Field. Jesus described two
men in a field (0Uo EoovTal &v TQ aypm).

24:40d And. Please notice that the conjunction is a simple "and"
(kai), denoting contemporaneous time here.

24:40e One Will Be Taken. One of those two men will be taken (uia
TapaAaupaveral). In this context, when Jesus appears, judgment begins
swiftly and the evil people will be taken away. Consider the explanation of
the parable of the tares Jesus provided in Matthew 13:36-43. There Jesus
revealed that the Son of Man sowed good seed in the world. The good seed
was the sons of the kingdom. Then came the devil who sowed tares, who
are the sons of the devil. Until the end of the age, the good seed and the
tares grow together in the world. Then, at the end of the age, when Jesus
appears, He sends forth His angels who will gather the tares (the evil people)
out of the world, and they will be burned with fire. Jesus further explained
that, at the end of the age (the end of the Tribulation), He will send forth His
angels and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those
who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into furnace of fire (see
Afterlife). Jesus will discuss the events attending His appearing in Matthew
25:31-46. Therefore, in Matthew 24:40, the person taken out of the field
(notice the similarity to the field of the parable of the wheat and the tares) will
be taken away to judgment.

24:40f. One Will Be Left. Of the two men in the field, one will be left
(eic agictar). The one left will be a son of the kingdom, ready to inherit the
kingdom with the appearing of Jesus.

24:41a Two Women Will Be Grinding at the Mill. Like the two men
in the field, two women will be grinding at the mill (d0o aAnBoucal &v 1M
HUAW).

24:41b One Will Be Taken. Next Jesus described two women at the
mill. One will be taken (uia TTapaAaupaverar). Again, the one taken will be
taken away in judgment.
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24:41c And. Please notice that the conjunction is a simple "and" (kai),
denoting contemporaneous time here.

24:41d One Will Be Left. One will be left (uia agicta). The woman left
in the field will inherit the kingdom when Jesus appears and she joins Him in
His Millennial Kingdom.

€@ No one knows the day and hour of the appearing of Jesus
@ They will be eating and drinking
@ They will be marrying and giving in marriage

@ They do not know that judgment is coming swiftly and suddenly when
the Son of Man appears

€@ One man in the field will be taken away to judgment

€@ One man in the field will be left to inherit the kingdom when the Son
of Man appears to reign in His Millennial Kingdom

€@ One woman will be grinding at the mill and she will be taken away to
judgment

€@ One woman will be grinding at the mill and will be left to inherit the
kingdom when the Son of Man appears to reign in His Millennial
Kingdom

The Thief in the Night

24:42-51 Mathete Section: The Thief in the Night and the Faithful
and Sensible Slave. In this section, Jesus commanded His disciples to learn
about the two kinds of people who await the return of the Lord. The first group
are the disciples and they obey the Lord and watch. They know the Lord will
return at an unexpected hour and they do His will until He appears. When
the Lord appears, He blesses His disciples and puts them in charge of all His
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possessions. The second group are evil slaves who say in their hearts that
the Lord will not be appearing soon, and so beat their fellow slaves and eat
and drink with drunkards. When the Lord appears at an hour they do not
expect, He cuts their bodies in pieces and assigns their souls a place in
Hades, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. We can now turn to
the individual illustrations Jesus used to make powerful revelations of the
future and the different outcomes for good and evil people. Jesus revealed
the future with present commands about living until He appears in the future.
Jesus began His introduction to the two groups by linking His command to
"watch" to the fact that the disciples did not know the day and hour of His
appearing in the future.

24:42-44 The Thief in the Night lllustration

24:42a Therefore. Jesus used the term "therefore" (oUv) to signal a
point of application for His day and our day.

24:42b Be on_the Alert. Jesus issued a command: "Watch"
(Fpnyopeite). Jesus used this term several times with His disciples: Matthew
24:42, 25:13, 26:41. He commanded them to stay alert and watch carefully.

24:42c Because. Matthew used the term "because" (611). This term
introduces the focus of the command to be on the alert. Because no one
knows the day and hour when Jesus will appear, everyone should watch
carefully and be on the alert for His appearing.

24:43a But This You Know. In contrast to not knowing when the Son
of Man would appear in the future, "This you know" (EKEIVO O& YIVWOKETE).

24:43b That. Matthew used the same term "that" (61) again, but with
different meaning. Now the term introduces a hypothetical that illustrates why
the disciples should be alert and watching carefully.

24:43c If the Head of the House Had Known at What Time of the
Night the Thief Was Coming, He Would Have Been on the Alert and
Would Not Have Allowed His House To Be Broken Into. Jesus illustrated
the need to watch carefully by likening it to a thief coming: "if the head of the
house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would
have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken
into" (i AO€I O 0ikodeaTTATNG TToIO PUACKE O KAETITNG EpXETaI, EYypnyOPNOEV

49



Key to Prophecy

av Kai ouk av giacev dlopuxBival THV oikiav autold). Jesus assumes as true
that no one would allow the thief to break into the house, but you must know
when he is coming if you are not going to watch all night. In this case, the
disciples must watch because they do not know when Jesus will appear.

24:44a Through This. Jesus frequently used "through this" (81 T00T0)
to provide an explanation. This phrase ties two things together, like a hose
connecting two water tanks.

24:44b Also _You Must Be Prepared. Jesus commanded the
disciples: "you also be ready" (kai Uueig yiveaBe Etoiuol) for the appearing of
the Son of Man. First, they must watch. Second, they must be ready.

24:44c For. Jesus used the "for" (011). This provides the reason for the
command to be ready.

24:44d The Son of Man Is Coming at an Hour When You Do Not
Think. The reason they must be ready: "the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not think" (] oU BokeiTe pPa O uidS Tol AvBpwTTou £pxeTal). When the
Son of Man appears, He will come at an hour they do not anticipate.

24:45-51 The Faithful and Sensible Slave lllustration

24:45 Who Then Is the Faithful and Sensible Slave Whom His Lord
Put in Charge of His Household To Give Them Their Food at the Proper
Time? Jesus asked the best questions and made the best points using those
questions. After issuing the commands to watch and to be ready, Jesus then
turned to the duties of the faithful and sensible disciples as they await the
Lord's return: "Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his lord put
in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time?" (Tig
dpa £aTiv O MOTOG OOUAOG Kai @POVINOC OV KATEGTNOEV O KUPIOG £TTi TAC
oikeTeiag auTol T0U dolval auToig TAV TPOPNV v KalpW;). | prefer to translate
"0 KUpIog" as lord (not master) because it aligns so well with the same term
used frequently of Jesus as Lord. Jesus stressed the qualities of "the faithful
slave" (0 moT0¢ dolAog) and "thoughtful" (@pdviuog). | prefer the term
"thoughtful" because it shows the link to "thoughts." The New American
Standard translators confused things by translating another Greek word,
"ow@pova," as sensible in Titus 1:8 and other passages. To avoid confusion,
| will use "thoughtful" to translate "gpdviyocg". Jesus also emphasized the
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duty to continue doing his Lord's work in the Lord's absence, which included
providing food for the other people in the household.

24:46 Blessed Is that Slave Whom His Lord Finds So Doing When
He Appears. Jesus drew attention to what the lord finds in his household
when he returns. Jesus said: "Blessed is that slave, whom his lord finds so
doing having come" (pakapiog 0 doUAoG €keivOg OV EABwV O KUpIoG auTod
gupnoel outwg TroloUvTa). Jesus introduced the concept of His reward
("blessed"--"uakapiog") for faithful service before His appearing.

24:47 Truly | Say to You That He Will Put Him in Charge of All His
Possessions. Jesus reminded me of Joseph and Daniel in their faithful
service. Not only will Jesus reward the faithful and sensible slave, but He will
also increase the scope of the slave's duties to include all His possessions:
"Truly | say to you he will put him in charge of all his possessions" (aunv
Aéyw UiV OTI €T TTACIV TOIG UTTGPXOUCIV aUTOU KATAOTATEl aUTOV).

24:48 But_If That Evil Slave Says in His Heart, "My Lord lIs
Delayed". Jesus then provided a warning to all slaves who did not put their
master's interests first: "But if that evil slave says in his heart, 'My lord is
delayed,™ (£av &¢ €itrn O kakOg 60UAOG £KeEIVOG v TH Kapdia auTol- xpovilel
bou O KUpIog,). Jesus used the term "evil" (kakdg) to describe that slave.
When some slaves begin to think that the master will not come soon, they
no longer are faithful and thoughtful, but evil. Please notice the term
"delayed" (xpovicel) to describe the timing here.

24:49 And Begins To Beat His Fellow Slaves and Eat and Drink
with Drunkards. Jesus then described the very specific behavior of the evil
slave: "and begins to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards"
(kai Gp&nTal TUTITEIV TOUG ouvdoUAoug auTol, £00in O& kai Trivn META TV
MEBuOvTwyv). First, the evil slave beats his fellow slaves. He becomes
physically abusive. Second, the evil slave begins to eat and drink with
drunkards (neBudvTwyv). The evil slave keeps bad company with drunkards.
Physical abuse and eating and drinking with drunkards often go hand in
hand, and they are always evil. Notice how the evil slave fails to fulfill his duty
to feed the household; instead he indulges himself at the expense of others,
ignoring the Lord's commands for his slaves.

24:50 The Lord of That Slave Will Come on a Day When He Does
Not Expect and at an Hour Which He Does Not Know. Jesus continued
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by contrasting the actions of the evil slave with the commands of Jesus to
His disciples: "watch" and "know." Jesus revealed that "the lord of that slave
will come on a day when he does not expect and at an hour which he does
not know" (fi€&1 6 kUpI0¢ ToU BoUAOU £Keivou £v NUEPT 1) OU TTPOCGBOKE Kai &v
®pa f oU yiviokel). Just as the disciples do not know when Jesus will
appear, so also the evil slave does not know when the lord will appear. The
disciples must watch and know, but the evil slave beats fellows slaves and
eats and drinks with drunkards.

24:51 And Will Cut Him in Pieces and Assign Him a Place with the
Hypocrites; in that Place There Will Be Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth.
Jesus also revealed the punishment of the evil slave: the lord will return "and
will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites" (kai
OIXOTOPNOEI AUTOV Kai TO HEPOG auTOU YETA TV UTTOKPITWV BACEI- €KET EaTal
0 KAQUBUOG Kai 6 Bpuyuog TV 686vTWVY). Ignoring the commands of the lord
will always produce eternally fatal results. After his body has been cut to
pieces on earth, then his soul will be condemned to Hades where there is
weeping and gnashing of teeth (see Afterlife for a discussion of Hades,
weeping and gnashing of teeth).

€@ Until Jesus appears, Jesus commanded that His disciples must watch
and know that He will appear at a day and hour they do not expect

@ Until Jesus appears, evil slaves will beat their fellow slaves and eat and
drink with drunkards

€@ When Jesus appears, He will bless His disciples and put them in charge
of all His possessions

€ When Jesus appears, He will cut the evil slaves in pieces and assign
them a place with the hypocrites, in Hades, a place of weeping and
gnashing of teeth

Matthew 25:1-31: Mathete Section of the Parable of the Ten
Virgins_and the Parable of the Talents. Jesus continued His "learn"
commands related to the prophecies He provided. In the Parable of the Ten
Virgins, Jesus described why His disciples should "watch therefore,"
because they did not know the day or the hour. The link between the earlier
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Mathete Section of Matthew 24:42-51 becomes explicit with the same words
and phrases used.

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

25:1-13 The Parable of the Ten Virgins. Jesus continued His Mathete
Section with his previous words "Watch therefore" ("I'pnyopeite olv")
because "you do not know the day nor the hour" ("0TI oUK oidaTe TV NUépav
oUd¢ TNV wpav") of His appearing. The disciples of Jesus must watch
because they do not know the day and hour He will appear. They must also
prepare for the Son of Man to appear beyond the time they expect Him to
appear.

25:1a Then. Jesus used the term "then" ("Tote"), marking
consecutive time.

25:1b The Kingdom of Heaven May Be Likened to Ten Virgins,
Who Took Their Lamps and Went out To Meet the Bridegroom. Jesus
used another illustration of what the kingdom of God will be like in the future.
Just as Israel did not recognize the presence of the Kingdom of God when
Jesus took flesh and dwelt among them, so also many people will not
recognize the signs of the appearing of the Son of Man: "the Kingdom of
Heaven may be likened to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to
meet the bridegroom." The virgins go looking for the coming bridegroom with
their ten lamps.

25:2 Five_of Them Were Foolish, and Five Thoughtful. Jesus
divided the ten virgins into two even groups, as He did before with the
disciples and the evil slaves. Jesus said: "Five of them were foolish, and five
thoughtful ("mévre 8¢ ¢€ alTOV Aoav pwpai Kai Tévre epovipol"). The first
group of virgins were foolish ("uwpai"). The second group of virgins were
thoughtful ("@podvipor") (remember the "thoughtful" disciples above in
Matthew 24:45 and the translation there).

25:3 For When the Foolish Took Their Lamps, They Took No Oil
with Them. The five foolish virgins were foolish for taking no oil with them:
"For when the foolish took their lamps, the took no oil with them" ("ai yap
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Mwpai AaBoloal Tag AauTTadag auTWy ouK EAaBov ped’ eauTtyv EAalov.") The
foolish virgins either did not expect the bridegroom to arrive later than they
expected, or they did not consider the possibility they may need more oil. In
either case, they were unprepared.

25:4 But_the Thoughtful Took Oil in _Flasks along with Their
Lamps. The five thoughtful ("epdvipor") virgins brought oil along with their
lamps. Jesus said: "But the thoughtful took oil in flasks along with their
lamps" ("ai 8¢ @poviuol EAaBov EAalov £V TOIG AyyEioIG JETA TV AQUTTAd WV
eautVv"). Through careful thought, they anticipated that the bridegroom may
not appear immediately and further oil would be required.

25:5 Now While the Bridegroom Was Delaying, They All Were
Drowsy and Were Asleep. Jesus taught that being drowsy and asleep
caused problems for the five foolish virgins. Jesus said: "Now while the
bridegroom was delaying, they all were drowsy and were asleep”
("xpoviCovtog &¢ To0 vup@giou EvioTatav Traoal kai ekaBeudov"). Notice the
comparison of the term here of "was delaying" ("xpovifovtoc"--present active
participle genitive singular) with the term "delayed" ("xpovicel") in Matthew
24:48. Not only did the five foolish virgins not bring oil for their lamps, they
also became drowsy and slept, instead of watching because they did not
know when the bridegroom would appear.

25:6 But at Midnight There Was a Shout, "Behold, the bridegroom!
Come out To Meet". Jesus described the arrival of the bridegroom at
midnight with a shout and a call to meet him: "But at midnight there was a
shout, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet." ("néong O& VUKTOG
Kpauyn yéyovev- idoU O vup@iog, £€épxeaBe cic amavinoiv [alTold]"). The
bridegroom did not delay all night, but only to midnight. Also notice the
"shout" ("kpauyn"), and compare it to the shout ("keAevopam") of 1
Thessalonians 4:16 when the Lord Jesus returns to the clouds.

25:7a Then. Jesus used the term "then" ("TéTe"), marking
consecutive time.

25:7b All Those Virgins Rose and Trimmed Their Lamps. Having
heard the shout, "then all virgins rose and trimmed their lamps" ("161€
AyépOnoav Tdoal ai TapBévol €keival Kai EkOoPnoav TAG AAUTTAdOg
eautv"). Apparently, some virgins rose from their sleep while others were
ready.
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25:8 The Foolish Said to the Thoughtful, "Give Us Some of Your
Oil, for Our Lamps Are Going Out. Jesus exposed another problem with
the foolish virgins: "The foolish said to the thoughtful, give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out" ("ai 8¢ pwpai Taic PPOViIPOIC eiTav- BOTE AWV
€K T00 éAaiou UpMv, OTI ai Aautraddeg UV oBévvuvtal"). The foolish were
not thoughtful and were unprepared for the coming of the bridegroom. They
turned to the thoughtful and wanted oil.

25:9 But the Thoughtful Answered, "No, There Will Not Be Enough
for Us and You; Go Instead to the Dealers, and Buy for
Yourselves." Jesus continued with his warning about the foolish while
waiting for the bridegroom: "But the thoughtful answered, 'No, there will not
be enough for us and you; go instead to the dealers, and buy for yourselves"
("arrekpiBnoav O¢ ai ppovihol Aéyouaal ATTOTE OU PN dpkéan NUIV Kai Uiv:
TTopelecBe pdAAov TTPOC TOUG TTwAolvTag kai dyopdoate €autaic”). The
thoughtful wanted to be ready for the bridegroom and planned ahead. The
foolish did not bring extra oil, but then expected the thoughtful virgins to
provide for them. Being thoughtful, the other virgins knew they would not
have enough oil for both. The greater duty was to be ready for the
bridegroom upon his appearance, and so declined the request to borrow oil.

25:10 And While They Were Going away To Make the Purchase,
the Bridegroom Came, and Those Who Were Ready Went in with Him
to the Wedding Feast; and the Door Was Shut. Jesus made it plain that
only the thoughtful virgins entered into the wedding feast: "And while they
were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast" ("atrepxouévwyv &
auTQV ayopdoal HABEV 6 vupgiog, Kai ai EToiuol eiofjABov PeT auTol gic TOUC
yauoug kai €kAgiaBbn ) B0pa”). Only the thoughtful virgins, ready with lamps
lit, entered into the wedding feast with the bridegroom.

25:11 Later_the Other Virgins also Came, saying, "Lord, Lord,
Open up for Us." Jesus showed that the foolish virgins sought entry into the
wedding, although they were late: "Later the other virgins also came, saying,
'Lord, lord, open up for us" ("UoTtepov d& EpxovTal Kai ai Aoitrai TTapBévol
Aéyouoal- KUple KUplg, avoiEov AWIV"). The use of the phrase "Lord, lord"
("kUpie KUpIE") also occurs in Matthew 7:21 when people there also want to
enter the kingdom of heaven, but Jesus said to them that only those people
doing the will of God the Father will enter the kingdom of heaven. In Matthew
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25:11 Jesus emphasized that being foolish means you still seek entry to the
wedding feast after the door was shut. The foolish virgins still thought they
could simply request entry and they would be admitted. Finally, notice that
Jesus used the same term "lord" in Matthew 25:11. Jesus intended all the
Mathete verses to be interpreted together and used them to disclose different
aspects of being ready for His appearing.

25:12 But He Answered, 'Truly | Say to You, | Do Not Know You.
The lord answered answered the foolish virgins: "But he answered, "Truly |
say to you, | do not know you" ("6 8¢ &TTOKPIBEIC eitTev: AuAV Aéyw UMV, OUK
oida Upac"). In John 17:3 Jesus taught that eternal life is to know God the
Father, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom He has sent. Jesus let
everyone know that when the door closes, all the people inside He knows,
and those outside He does not know. The foolish virgins and the thoughtful
virgins had very different destinies.

25:13 Watch Therefore, for You Do Not Know the Day nor the
Hour. Jesus again used very similar words to those words He had used
above: "Watch therefore, for you do not know the day nor the hour"
("Fpnyopeite olv, &TI oUK oidaTte TAV Auépav oUdE TAV Wpav."). In Matthew
24:42 Jesus used identical words to command His disciples to watch
therefore because they did not know the day of the appearing of the Son of
Man. In Matthew 24:50 Jesus applied those same words to the slaves who
did not know the day and hour their lord would return. In this parable of the
virgins, the thoughtful virgins describe the disciples; they do not fall asleep,
they thoughtfully prepared extra oil, and were ready to greet the bridegroom.
They were not only looking for the return of the lord, but they were also
thoughtful in getting ready for his return. So also believers today should learn
that we must be thoughtful and ready for the return of the lord at any time.
We should make provision for His delay in coming. The foolish virgins were
not thoughtful, lacked the oil, and had to go and buy some, but by then it was
too late. Jesus emphasized the need to be prepared and ready for any delay.
When the Lord shuts the door, he says to every foolish virgin that the time
for them to enter into the kingdom of heaven has passed and He will close
the door, because He never knew them.

@ Jesus likened the kingdom of heaven to thoughtful people
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@ Until Jesus appears, He commanded His disciples to watch, because
they do not know the hour or day of His appearing

€@ Until Jesus appears, He commanded His disciples to be thoughtful.

@ Thoughtful disciples prepare for any delay in Jesus appearing, and
have adequate provisions

@ When Jesus appears, the thoughtful disciples hear His voice and join
him for the wedding feast in the kingdom of heaven

@ When Jesus closes the door at the wedding feast, no one else may
enter.

@ Foolish people do not consider the need to be prepared for any delay
in the appearing of Jesus

@ Foolish people become drowsy and sleep as they wait for the appearing
of Jesus

@ When Jesus appears, foolish people are not ready, and the disciples
can not help them

€@ When Jesus appears, foolish people are out buying things to get ready
for the appearing of Jesus

€@ When Jesus appears, foolish people find the door to the wedding feast
of Jesus closed and they cannot enter

@ When Jesus closes the door, foolish people cannot enter to be with
Jesus in the kingdom of heaven

€@ When Jesus closes the door, He tells the foolish to depart, because He
never knew them

@ Today Jesus urges all of His disciples to watch, for they do not know
the day nor the hour of His appearing
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The Parable of the Talents

25:14 For It Is Just Like a Man Going Away on a Journey, Who
Called His Own Slaves and Entrusted His Possessions to Them. Jesus
began a new parable. He wanted them to learn a new lesson related to His
appearing. This parable fits in with the other "learn" commands. Jesus said:
"For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves
and entrusted his possessions to them" ("QoTrep yap GvBpwtTog ATTodNnu®OV
EKAAEOEV TOUG idioug BoUAoUG Kai TTapEédwKeV auToi¢ T& UTTPXOoVTa auTod").

25:15To One He Gave Five Talents, to Another, Two, and to
Another, One, each according to His Own Ability; and He Went on His
Journey. Jesus described how the man divided his possessions among his
slaves: "to one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one,
each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey" ("kai @ pév
Edwkev TTEVTE TAAQVTA, (O O BUO, W B¢ Ev, EKAOTW KaTtd TRV idiav duvapv,
kai ammednunoev.") Notice that the man knew each slave's ability, and gave
talents according to the individual slave's ability.

25:16 Immediately the One Who Had Received the Five Talents
Went and Traded with Them, and Gained Five More Talents. Jesus
disclosed how each slave did with the talents: "Immediately the one who had
received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more
talents" ("eUBEwg TTOpeUBEiC O T TTEVTE TAAAVTA AaBwv RpydoaTto £v aUToig
Kai éEkEpOnaoev GAa tévte"). As expected, the most able slave immediately
gained five more talents.

25:17 In the Same Manner the Two One Gained Two More. Jesus
also related the gain of the second slave: "In the same manner the two one
gained two more" ("woaltwg 6 T dUo £kEpdnoev GAAa duo"). As expected,
the slave with two talents, in the same manner as the five talent slave, gained
two more talents.

25:18 But He Who Received the One Went Away, and Dug in the
Ground and Hid His Lord's Money. Jesus then explained what the one
talent slave did: "But he who received the one went away and dug in the
ground and hid his lord's money" ("6 3¢ 10 €v AaBwv aTTeABWV WpUev yiv
Kai EKpuyev TO apyuplov ToU Kupiou auTtol"). Notice that this slave received
the least, because of least ability, and gained nothing. He could have gained
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in the same manner as the previous two slaves, but instead he buried the
talent.

25:19 Now after a Long Time the Lord of Those Slaves Came and
Settled Accounts with Them. Jesus turned to the day of accounting when
the lord of those slaves returned from his journey: "Now after a long time the
lord of those slaves came and settled accounts with them" ("MeTa 6€ TTOAUV
XpOvov EpXeTal O KUpIOG TWV OOUAwV EKeivwv Kai auvaipel Adyov HET
autv").

25:20 The One Who Had Received the Five Talents Came Up and
Brought Five More Talents, Saying, Lord, You Entrusted Five Talents
to Me. See | Have Gained Five More Talents. The slave with five talents
brought five more to his lord. Jesus said: "The one who had received five
talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, 'Lord, you entrusted
five talents to me. See, | have gained five more talents™ ("kai TTpogeABwv O
10 TTéVTE TAAQvTa AaBwv TTpoariveykev GAAa TTévTe TGAAvTa Aéywv: KUPIE,
TTEVTE TAAAVTA POl TTAPEOWKAC").

25:21 His Lord Said to Him, 'Well Done, Good and Faithful Slave.
You Were Faithful with a Few Things, | Will Put You in Charge of Many
Things; Enter_into the Joy of your Lord. The lord then praised the five
talent slave: "The lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. You
were faithful wit a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter
into the joy of your lord™ ("pn auT® 6 KUpIOC auTol- €U, BolAe AyabE Kai
MoTé, &1 OAiya AC TMOTOC, £TT TTOAAGV O€ KATAOTHOW: £i0EABE €i¢ TAV Xapav
10U KUpiou oou"). Jesus described the five talent slave as good ("ayab¢") and
("moTE"). Notice that the lord commanded the good and faithful slave: "enter
into" ("eiofjABov") the joy of your lord, just as the ten virgins were
commanded "enter into" ("ciofjABov") the wedding feast. In both cases, part
of the reward for faithful service is being with the Lord when he appears.

25:22 Also the Two Talents One Came Up and Said, "Lord, You
Entrusted Two Talents to Me. See, | Have Gained Two More Talents.'
Likewise, the slave entrusted with two talents reported: "Also the two talent
one came up and said, 'Lord, you entrusted two talents to me. See, | have
gained two more talents" ("MpooeABwV [5£] kai & T& 800 TAAAVTA EITTEV: KUPIE,
dU0 TaAavTa ol TTapédwkag: ide AAAa dUo TaAavTa eképdnoa”). Like the five
talent slave, the two talent slave doubled the amount entrusted to him.
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25:23 His Lord Said to Him, 'Well Done, Good and Faithful Slave.
You Were Faithful with a Few Things, | Will Put You in Charge of Many
Things; Enter into the Joy of Your Lord. Using identical language, the lord
put him in charge of many things and promised him that he would enter into
the joy of his lord.

25:24 And the One Also Who Had Received the One Talent Came
Up and Said, 'Lord, | Knew You To be a Hard Man, Reaping Where You
Did Not Sow and Gathering Where Scattered Not. Finally, the one talent
slave appeared and reported: "And the one also who had received the one
talent came up and said, 'Lord, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where
you did not sow and gathering where you scattered not" ("llpoceABwv d¢ Kai
6 10 £v TAGAAvVTOV EIANQWC EMTEV: KUPIE, Eyvwv o€ 8TI OKANPOC € GvBpwTTOC,
Bepiwv OTTOU OUK EO0TTEIPAC Kai guvaywyv 00gv ou dieakopTTioac”). As this
one talent slave reports, he has already incriminated himself, as we will see
when his lord judges him.

25:25 And | Was Afraid, and Went Away and Hid Your Talent in the
Ground. See, You Have What Is Yours. The one talent slave reports that
he gained nothing and did not even try to gain: "And | was afraid, and went
away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours" ("kai
@opnOeic areABwyv Ekpuwa 1O TAAAVTOV oo €V TH YA i0€ ExeIg TO o6v"). The
one talent slave deliberately made no gain, even knowing all about his lord's
standards for investing. Fear of his master did not lead the one talent slave
in right direction, but to willful disobedience.

25:26 But His Lord Answered and Said to Him, 'You Wicked, Lazy
Slave, You Knew that | Reap Where | Did Not Sow and Gather Where |
Scattered Not. The words of the slave's lord form the perfect indictment,
using the words of the one talent slave as the basis for judgment: "But His
lord answered and said to him, "You wicked, lazy slave. You knew that | reap
where | did not sow and gather where | scattered not™).

25:27 Then You Ought To Have Put My Money in the Bank, and on
My Arrival | Would Have Received Mine back with Interest. The lord
continued: "Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my
arrival, | would have received mine back with interest" ("€de1 o€ o0v BaAeiv
Ta ApYyUpPIA hou TOIG TPaTTediTaIC, Kai EABWV £yW EKOMICAUNV Qv TO €OV OUV
TOKW"). The evil slave did not seek interest, but buried the money.
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25:28 Therefore Take away the Talent from Him, and Give It to the
One Who Has the Ten Talents. The lord then directed that the money
entrusted to the evil slave taken away and given to the ten talent slave:
"Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the One who has the
ten talents" ("&pate oOv &1 auTol TO TGAAVTOV Kai dATE TG EXOVTI T SEKA
TdAavta"). The evil slave lost what was given to him, because he deliberately
disobeyed his lord.

25:29 For to Everyone Who Has, Shall Be Given, and He Will Have
an Abundance; But from the One Who Does Not Have, Even What He
Does Have Shall Be Taken Away. Jesus then explained binding principles
of wealth "For the one who has all shall be given and he will have an
abundance, but the one not having also that which he has shall be taken
from him" ("TQ yap £xovTi TTavTti doBRceTal Kai TrepiooeudnoeTal, To0 € [N
EXOVTOG Kai O £xel apBAoeTal atr’ autold").

25:30 Throw out the Worthless Slave into the OQuter Darkness; in
that Place There Will Be Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth. Jesus then
commanded the worthless slave thrown out: "Throw out the worthless slave
into the outer darkness; where there is the weeping and the gnashing of the
teeth" ("kai TOv axpeiov doUAov EKBAAETE €iC TO OKOTOG TO £EWTEPOV: EKET
£0Tal O KAQUBUOG Kai O BPUYHOG TV 6OOVTWV").

@ The lord leaves on a journey

@ Before leaving, the lord entrusted various slaves with various amounts
of money

@ The five-talent slave received five talents, the two-talent slave received
two talents, and the one-talent slave receive one talent

@ The lord distributed his money according to the ability of each slave

@ Some slaves were faithful to the lord and his investing principles

@ The faithful slaves doubled the money of the master

@ Some slaves had fear and buried the money
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@ The one-talent slave buried the lord's money and deliberately
disobeyed the lord who reaped where he did not sow and gathered
where he did not scatter

€@ When the lord returns, each slave will appear before his lord and give
account of this stewardship of the lord's money

@ The lord praised the slaves who doubled the lord's money
€@ The lord called the slaves who invested good and faithful slaves
@ The good and faithful slaves enter into the joy of the lord

@ The one-talent slave who buried the money appeared before the lord
upon his return

@ The one-talent slave buried the money because he feared his lord,
knowing he is a hard man, reaping where he did not sow, and gathering
where he did not scatter

€@ The lord called the one talent slave who buried the money worthless
and wicked

@ The lord judged the one talent slave according to what he knew about
his lord: he reaped where he did not sow, and gathered where he did
not scatter. Applying those principles of investing, the slave should
have deposited the lord's money in the bank and returned the lord's
money to him with interest

€@ The lord took away the one talent give to the worthless slave and gave
it to the ten-talent slave

@ Having judged the worthless slave, the lord commanded that one
talent slave to be taken away, and to cast him into the outer darkness,
where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth
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Matthew 25:31-46
Question Three
What Will Be the Sign of the
End of the Age?

Jesus described His return to earth, just as the angels as His
Ascension promised He would return. Jesus will return and one age will end
and the Millennial Reign of Christ will begin.

The Son of Man Comes in Glory

25:31a But When. Jesus moved to the third question of the disciples
regarding the sign of the end of the age. He signaled the change with the
words "But when" ("Otav 06¢"). In this context, those words indicate another
consecutive movement in time. The third question of the disciples concerned
"the consummation of the age" ("ouvteAciag To0 aitivoc"). What time period
is in view with the phrase "end of the age"? This phrase "consummation of
the age" means that some particular period of time with particular events
comes to a conclusion or consummation. Please see Appendix One for a
discussion of the term "age" in the New Testament. In Matthew 24-25, "the
consummation of the age" refers to the end of a definite period of time (not
the end of the world). The end of the "age" refers to the time when Jesus
returns at the end of the Tribulation and begins the new age of His Millennial
Reign on earth. This phrase "the consummation of the age" ("ouvteAgiag 100
aivog") appears in Matthew 13:39--the harvest occurs at the end of the age
("0 O& OeplopOg ouvTéAdeia aitvog €aTiv'); Matthew 13:40--the tares "are
gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the consummation of the
age" (Wotrep olv ouMAéyeTal T& QiIfavia Kai TTupi [kaTalkaietal, oUTwg £oTal
&v TR ouvTeAgia To0 aitvog"); Matthew 13:49--"at the consummation of the
age, the angels will come forth and take the wicked from among the
righteous” ("oUtw¢ EoTal €v T ouvTeAcia To0 ailvog- EEeAeloovTal oi AyyeAol
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Kai apopiolalv TOUG TTovnpoug €k péaou TV dikaiwv"); and Matthew 28:20-
-Jesus promised to be with His disciples until the consummation of the age
("kai idoU Eyw PEB’ UPV eipl TTGoAG TAG NUEPAG Ewg TAG auvTeAeiag Tol
ai®vog"). The link between Matthew 24:3 and the parable of the wheat and
tares in Matthew 13 seems explicit based upon the phrase "the
consummation of the age" ("ouvteAeiag 100 aitivog"), which occurs three
times in Matthew 13 describing the harvest and the time of burning the tares,
where the angels take the wicked from among the righteous at "the
consummation of the age." We can pinpoint this time on the timeline of
prophecy because Matthew 24-25 presents a precise chronology of events.
Furthermore, Hebrews 9:26 presents clear timing on the ages: if Christ were
like the Levitical priests, he would have needed to suffer often since the
foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He
has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself ("étrei £0el
aUTOV TTOAAGKIG TTOBETV ATTO KATABOARG KOGHOU: Vuvi ¢ AtTag £TTi CUVTEAEIQ
TV aiwvwy gig aBéTnolv [TAg] auapTiag did Ti¢ Buaiag auTol TrepavépwTal”).
Therefore, we know that before Jesus died on the cross, there were ages
beginning with the foundation of the earth and ending with the crucifixion of
Jesus. When combined with Matthew 13 and Matthew 24-25, we know that
new age began at the crucifixion and ends with the return of Jesus to reign
upon the earth.

25:31b Comes the Son of Man in His Glory. Jesus said the Son of
Man in His glory ("6 uid¢ To0 avBpwtrou €v 1i] 86¢nN auTtold") comes (Matthew
10:23--Son of Man Comes; Matthew 21:40--Owner of Vineyard
Comes; Matthew 23:30--Blood of the Prophets Comes). The title Son of Man
refers to Jesus (Daniel 7:13; Matthew 19:28--Jesus frequently applied this
title to Himself in the Gospels). Jesus also revealed to the men on the
Emmaus Road that "the Christ must suffer these things and to enter into His
glory" (Luke 24:26). Based upon the order of events in Matthew 24, the "end
of the age" occurs after the sign of the Son of Man appears in the sky, and
after the tribes of the earth will mourn, and after Jesus sends forth His angels
with a great trumpet and to gather His elect from the four winds, from one
end of the sky to the other (Matthew 24:30-31; Zechariah 14:3, 9). The
parable of the tares and wheat provides explicit detail here. In Matthew
13:40, we know that first the wicked ("tares") are pulled up from the earth
when the angels gather them out of the field, which is the world. Then the
sons of the kingdom ("wheat") are left in the world to enjoy the reign of the
Son of Man (Jesus) in the Millennial Kingdom. The righteous left upon the
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earth shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:43).
Therefore, the end of the age refers to the inauguration of the Millennial
Reign of Christ when He sets up His kingdom on earth, when the righteous
upon the earth shine forth. The wicked have been removed by the angels
taking them away from the earth. This timing will unfold in the next few
verses.

25:31c And His Angels with Him. Jesus comes, "and all His angels
come with Him" ("kai mavTteg oi ayyeAol yer’ autold"). You may recall that
Jesus said He had more than twelve legions of angels at His disposal
(Matthew 26:53), plus we see myriads of angels in heaven (Psalm 68:17;
Daniel 7:10; Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 5:11), and armies in heaven
(Revelation 19:14).

The Glorious Throne

25:31d Then. Jesus used the term "then" ("Tote"), marking
consecutive time. In this case, the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all
the angels with Him, and then He sits on His glorious throne.

25:31e He Will Sit on His Glorious Throne. Only after He appears in
glory and comes to earth with all His angels, then "He will sit on on His
glorious throne" ("kaBioel £1mi Bpdvou 66¢ng auTold") (Matthew 19:28--time of
regeneration of the saints and the twelve disciples of Jesus will judge the
twelve tribes of Israel). Sitting on His throne signals the beginning of the
Messiah's Millennial Reign (Revelation 11:15; 20:6). At that time, the nations
were enraged, the wrath of Jesus came forth, and the time of judgment of
the dead and reward for the saints, and destruction of those who destroy the
earth (Revelation 11:18). Likewise the saints will reign with Him (Revelation
5:10).

25:32a All the Nations Will Be Gathered before Him. Jesus will sit
on His glorious throne "and all the nations will be gathered before Him" ("kai
ouvaxbnoovrtal EuTtpooBev auTol TTavra TG £0vn") (Zechariah 14:9). The
gathering of the nations signals judgment upon them for opposing Him and
failing to believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Their armies have already been
slaughtered in a series of battles culminating in the final battle of the
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campaign of Armageddon (Joel 3:2, 12; Zechariah 12:11). The angels gather
the tares from the four corners of the earth and bring them to judgment before
Jesus on His glorious throne (Matthew 13:30, 41-42). After judgment, they
will be thrown in into the furnace of fire, a place of weeping and gnashing of
teeth, as they wait more than a thousand years to appear before the Great
White Throne Judgment for final judgment and sentencing based on their
works, then to the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:11-15). Questions arise about
whether Matthew 24:30-31, describing angels gathering the righteous from
the four corners of the earth, means that Matthew 24:40-41 (describing
people taken away from earth) refers to the snatching away of the righteous
at the Clouds Resurrection of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 or to the Appearing
of Jesus to begin His Millennial Reign on earth or some other time. Actually,
Matthew 24:40-41 refers to the wicked, not the righteous, being removed
from the earth. The proof comes in both (1) the immediate context and also
(2) the link back to Matthew 13. First, in Matthew 24:32-41, Jesus described
the fig tree indicating that you can know when Christ is near, and then He
focused upon the days of Noah, dealing with judgment upon the wicked.
Matthew 24:36-41 describes the taking away of the wicked by flooding in
Noah's day. The wicked were living normal lives and suddenly, and
unexpectedly, were taken away to judgment. The wicked were removed from
the earth, and the righteous (Noah and the people on the ark) were left alone
on the earth. Therefore, the verses immediately before Matthew 24:40-41
refer to taking away to judgment in the days of Noah and so prove that the
taking away in Matthew 24:40-41 refers to the taking away of the wicked, not
the taking away of the righteous. Second, the exact phrase for the "end of
the age" refers to the parable of Matthew 13, the parable of the wheat and
the tares. In the parable of the wheat and the tares, the angels will gather
out ("ouAAégare") the tares from the world and bundle them for burning. In
contrast, Jesus also directed the angels to gather ("ouvayayete") the wheat
into His barn (Matthew 13:30). So, after the wicked (tares) have been
removed from the kingdom of God on earth, the righteous will shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:41-43). So, gathering the
wheat into the barn means that all believers are gathered into the barn, which
is the kingdom of the Father on earth (Matthew 13:43). This gathering of the
elect is not to remove them from the earth, but to unite all believers on earth
with Jesus in Jerusalem as He begins His Millennial Reign. This timing of
events corresponds with the gathering of the nations before Jesus as He sits
on His Millennial throne in Jerusalem (Matthew 25:31-46).
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The Sheep and the Goats

25:32b And He Will Separate Them from One Another, as the
Shepherd Separates the Sheep from the Goats. Jesus will sit upon His
throne, gather the nations for judgment, "and He will separate them from one
another, as the Shepherd separates the sheep from the goats" ("kai agopiocel
auTouG atr GAANAwv, WOoTTEp O TTOIMNV agopilel Ta TPoRara atmd TV
epipwv") (Ezekiel 34:11-30). Some saints may be found among the nations
of the earth, but they will remain on earth to enjoy the Millennial Reign of
Christ.

25:33 And He Will Put the Sheep on His Right, and the Goats on
the Left. Jesus separates the sheep and the goats and puts them on His left
and right: "and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left"
("kai oThoEl TG PEv TTPORaTa €k OeCIOV auTol, Ta O Epipia £€ eUWVUPWV").
Some people may argue that the order of gathering in Matthew 13 conflicts
with Matthew 24. In order to resolve any appearance of conflict, we need to
look more closely at Matthew 13:41, where Jesus will send forth his angels
and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling bocks, and those wo
commit lawlessness and will throw them into the furnace of fire (Matthew
13:41). "Then" ("161¢") the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father (Matthew 13:43). Please keep in mind that "then" ("tote")
means consecutive order in Matthew 13:41-43. The gathering first of the
wicked seems to conflict with Matthew 24:31 where the saints are gathered
from the four winds. Actually, Matthew 24:30-31 specifically fixes that time
as when the Son of Man is coming on the clouds of the sky with power and
great glory. Matthew then used the term "and" "("kai") at the beginning
Matthew 24:31, indicating contemporaneous time as when He comes in the
clouds. Therefore, when Jesus comes in the clouds, His angels will gather
the elect. So, no conflict in the time of the gathering occurs, because only
the gathering of the elect into the barn is in view in Matthew 24:31. Jesus
then moves in Matthew 24:32-41 to a Mathete (Learn) section, describing
the gathering of the tares out of the world. Jesus paused the timeline to give
His warning and encouragement to be ready for His appearance. Jesus then
continued with reasons to be ready for His coming in the parables of the ten
virgins and the talents. Having concluded those Mathete sections, He
addressed the third question of Matthew 24:3. So, as Jesus paused in the
Mathete section of Matthew 24:32-41, discussing the need to be ready for
His appearing, we read about the tares (wicked) being taken out of the world.
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Therefore, Matthew 24:40-41 refers to the wicked being taken away to
judgment. Therefore, "the end of the age" occurs with Jesus sitting on His
Millennial Throne, the time when the wicked are separated from the righteous
and sent to the furnace of fire, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Some may suggest that this time refers to the Great White Throne Judgment
of Revelation 20:11-15, where the wicked are sentenced for their wicked
works and thrown into the Lake of Fire. The Great White Throne judgment
happens after the Millennial Reign of Christ and after the Final Rebellion of
Revelation 20:1-10. Therefore, the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth
does not describe the Lake of Fire, because people only go to the Lake of
Fire after the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20:11-15. The
Judgment of Separation in view in Matthew 25:31-46 occurs immediately
when the Son of Man comes in His glory and inaugurates His Millennial
Reign upon the earth. Therefore, because they are summarily gathered and
delivered to eternal punishment at the beginning of the Millennial Reign of
Christ, it cannot be the Great White Throne judgment which takes place more
than a thousand years later. The place of weeping and gnashing of teeth
described in the parable of the wheat and the tares is Hades where the
wicked await the final judgment, assessing individual amounts of punishment
at the Great White Throne Judgment. Please note that the wording of Luke
12:46-48. In Luke 12:46, the wicked slave will be "assigned a place with the
unbelievers" ("kai T0 yéPog auTol PeTa TV atTioTwy BAoel"). In Luke 12:47,
the wicked slave who knew his Master's will and did not do it will receive
many lashes. Notice that this action may be sometime later, after the wicked
slave is assigned to a place with unbelievers, indicating that indeed the
wicked slave goes to Hades, which burns with eternal fire, just as the Lake
of Fire (see Afterlife for a discussion of Hades, weeping and gnashing of
teeth). In Hades, unbelievers await final judgment at the Great White Throne
Judgment and then casting into the Lake of Fire.

25:34a Then the King Will Say to Those on His Right. The King will
then speak to the sheep on His right ("ToTte £pel O BaoIAeUg TOIG €K DECICOV
autol"). The King here knows His sheep and keeps His sheep, just as the
Good Shepherd of John 10.

25:34b Come. Jesus then speaks to the sheep on His right: "Come"
("0eUte"). The word "come" means to come here, and refers to coming to a
place. Please recall that the sheep have already been gathered to Jesus
from the four corners of the earth (Matthew 24:31).
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25:34c The Ones Blessed of My Father. Jesus referred to the sheep
as "the ones blessed of My Father" ("oi euhoynuévol 100 TTaTpdg pou"). The
sheep have been blessed of the Father, for they know Jesus as Savior
(Matthew 16:17).

25:34d Inherit the Kingdom. Jesus commanded the sheep: "inherit
the kingdom" ("kAnpovoufoarte"--only occurrence of this exact word in the
New Testament). We will see that this kingdom is both the kingdom of the
Son of Man and the Kingdom of the Father.

25:34e Prepared for You from the Foundation of the World. Jesus
described the kingdom as: "prepared for you from the foundation of the
world" ("tAv AToINacpévny UKV BaoiAciav o kaTaBoAfc kéouou™). Notice
that the term "prepared" ("nroiyacuévnv") occurs in the passive voice,
without identification of the preparer. The phrase "foundation of the
world"("amd kataBoAfic kdouou") described a time when (a) the blood of the
prophets began to be spilled (Luke 11:50); God finished His works (Hebrews
4:3); (b) Christ would have to begin His sufferings if He were only a Levitical
priest (Hebrews 9:26); and (c) the names of people who worship the beast
and his image were not written in the book of life of the Lamb Who has been
slain (Revelation 13:8) (see Books of Life) (see also Revelation
17:8). Therefore, we see the majestic plans of God included the preparation
of this kingdom for the saints from the foundation of the world.

25:35 For | Was Hungry, and You Gave Me To Eat; | Was Thirsty,
and You Gave Me To Drink; | Was a Stranger, and You Invited Me
In. Jesus then explained why the sheep inherit the kingdom: "For | was
hungry, and you gave Me to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me to drink; |
was a stranger, and you invited Me in" ("émeivaca yap kai €dwkKaATE WOl
Qayelv, €0iynoa kai €motioaté pe, €Evog AUNV Kai ouvnyayeté pe). He
focused upon their works, because they were created in Christ Jesus for
good works (Ephesians 2:10), but not saved by works. Their good works for
Jesus demonstrated their salvation by faith alone (James 2:14-26;
Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5).

25:36 Naked, and You Clothed Me; | Was Sick, and You Visited
Me; | Was in Prison, and You Came to Me. Jesus continued: "naked, and
you clothed Me; | was sick, and you visited Me; | was in prison, and you came
to Me" ("yupvog kai TreplEBAAETE pe, NOBEvNoa Kai ETTEOKEWAOBE pg, €v
QUAOKA AUNV Kai AABaTe TTPOS PE™).
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25:37a Then. "Then" ("161€") means consecutive order here. So, the
righteous ask a question.

25:37b The Righteous Will Answer Him, ‘Lord, When Did We See
You Hungry, and Feed You, or Thirsty, and Give You To Drink? The
righteous now have a conversation with Jesus, asking a question: "Then the
righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed
You, or thirsty, and give You to drink?"™ ("armokpiBricovTal aut® oi dikalol
AéyovTeG: KUpIE, TTOTE O€ €I0OMEV TTEIVOVTA Kai £€Bpéwapey, N dlwvTa Kai
emmotioapev"). Please take notice that the righteous were unaware of the
good works they performed for Jesus.

25:38 And When Did We See You a Stranger, and Invite You in, or
Naked, and Clothe You? The righteous continue their questions: "And
when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe
You?" ("mote O¢ o€ €idouev Eévov Kai ouvnyaAyopev, R YUMVOV Kai
TeplEBAAopeV").

25:39 When Did We See You Sick, or in Prison, and Come to
You? The righteous finish their questions: "When did we see You sick, orin
prison, and come to You?" ("réTe &€ o€ €idopev doBevolvTa f €v QUAAK Kai
AABopev TTpd¢g ae”). In all these questions, the righteous do not understand
the spiritual significance of their acts to people in need.

25:40a And. This conjunction "And" ("kai") here indicates
simultaneous action.

25:40b The King Will Answer and Say to Them, ‘Truly | Say to You,
to the Extent that You Did It to One of These Brothers of Mine, the least,
You Did It to Me. "The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly | say to you,
to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, the least, you
did it to Me™ ("atrokpIBeic 0 BACIAEUC £PET AUTOIG: AUAV Aéyw UiV, €9’ ooV
ETTOINOATE €Vi TOUTWV TWV AOEAPIIV Pou TV EAaxioTwy, £uoi ETToifoarte").
Notice that King Jesus speaks here. He inaugurates His Millennial Reign by
bringing the righteous alive on earth into His kingdom.

25:41a Then. Then" ("161€") means consecutive order here.

25:41b He Will Also Say to Those on His Left, ‘Depart from Me'.
King Jesus then will issue a command to the wicked (goats) on His left: "He
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will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me™ ("¢peT kai ToiG €€ eUWVUHWY
TTopeleaBe atr’ €uol"). The goats are on His left and correspond to the tares
taken out of the world at the harvest at the consummation of the age. Then
King Jesus will command them to depart from Him. This Greek phrase for
"depart from Me" ("mmopeleoBe am’ £uold") only occurs here in the New
Testament (see also Matthew 7:23, depart from Me ("amoxwpeite a1’ €uod
oi €épyaldpevol TV avouiav'--see also usage with unclean spirit in Luke
9:39).

25:41c Accursed Ones. Jesus called the wicked "accursed ones"
("katnpapévol"--used only here in the New Testament). In Galatians 3:10,
Paul used a related term "cursed" ("¢mkaTtapatoc") to describe everyone
who does not abide by all the things written in the book of the law, to do them

.....

25:41d Into the Fire of the Ages. The immediate destination of those
accursed by God is the fire of the ages: "into the age fire" ("ei¢ 10 TTOp 10
aiwviov"). Jesus warned people to cut off body parts to avoid stumbling and
being cast into the age fire (Matthew 18:8). See also Jude 1:7, where wicked
cities are exhibited as present examples of suffering the punishment of age
(notice the singular "age") fire. The plural of "ages" in Matthew suggests a
time of punishment spanning more than one age, while the singular in Jude
1:7 emphasizes they suffer during this age in Hades (with more suffering to
come after the Great White Throne judgment). The "age fire" describes not
a place, but rather the flames that await the wicked for the ages. That fire
burns in both Hades and the Lake of Fire (see Afterlife).

25:41e Which Has Been Prepared for the devil and his
angels. Just as the kingdom has been prepared for the saints, so also God
prepared the age fire for the devil and his angels: "which has been prepared
for the devil and his angels" ("10 AToIMacuéVoV T dIaBOAW Kai TOIC AyyEAOIG
auTold").

25:42 For | Was Hungry, and You Not Gave Me To Eat; | Was
Thirsty, and You Gave Me Nothing To Drink. King Jesus continued
speaking to the wicked (goats) on His left: "for | was hungry, and not you
gave Me to eat; | was thirsty, and not you gave me a drink" ("émeivaca yap
Kai OUK £dWKATE POl payeilv, £8iynaa Kai oUK ETTOTIoaTE UE").
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25:43 | Was a Stranger, and You Did Not Invite Me in; Naked, and
You Did Not Clothe Me; Sick, and in Prison, and You Did Not Visit Me.
King Jesus continued speaking to the wicked (goats) on His left: "l was a
stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me;
sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me" ("¢évog AuNV Kai oU ouvnyayeTé
ME, YUUVOG Kai oU TrepIeBAAETE pE, AOBeVNG Kai €v QUAAKR Kai oUuk
ETTEOKEWYAOOE pe™).

25:44a Then. Then" ("161€") means consecutive order here.

25:44b They Themselves Also Will Answer, ‘Lord, When Did We
See You Hungry, or Thirsty, or a Stranger, or Naked, or Sick, or in
Prison, and Did Not Take Care of You? The wicked (goats) now answer
King Jesus: "Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see
You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did
not take care of You?" ("161e atrokpiBrjocovTal Kai auToi AEyovTeg: KUpIE, TTOTE
o€ €idopev TTEIVOVTA R dIwvTa N Eévov i yUpvOov i AoBevi i €v QUAAK Kai
oU Oinkovhoauév ool"). Notice they too did not understand the spiritual
significance of what they had done on earth.

25:45a Then. Then" ("167€") means consecutive order here.

25:45b He will answer them, ‘Truly | Say to You, to the Extent That
You Did Not Do It to One of the Least of These, You Did Not Do It To
Me.’ ("atrokpiBnoeTal auToig AEywv: aunv Aéyw UiV, £@’ 000V OUK £TTOINCATE
€vi TOUTWV TV éAayxioTwy, oude £uoi €roinoaTte”). Jesus explained that not
doing good to the least of people means you did not do it for Jesus.

25:46a And These Will Go away into Age Punishment. King Jesus
then revealed that the wicked will go away to age punishment: "These will
go away into age punishment" ("kai armeAevoovtalr oUTol €ic KOAAOIV
aiwviov"). By using the term "age punishment," Jesus emphasized the
duration and quality of punishment for the wicked as they suffer in the
furnace of fire in Hades, where they await final judgment at the Great White
Throne. Hades is not the final place of punishment for the wicked, but for
only an age. We know from other passages that the wicked suffer eternal
torment in the Lake of Fire, because the smoke of their torment rises to the
age of the ages (Revelation 14:11; 20:10).
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25:46b But the righteous into Age Life. King Jesus likewise
revealed that the righteous go to age life in the kingdom of God. Please keep
in mind that these were already believers saved by grace. These righteous
live during the Millennial Reign of Christ, a new age that began with Him
appearing and taking His throne on earth. We know from other passages
that believers have eternal life, because they shine forth in the New
Jerusalem and reign to the age of the ages (eternity) (Revelation 22:5).
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Conclusion

The disciples asked Jesus three related questions about the future.
Jesus answered their questions in chronological order, and linked the events
with Hls commands about how His disciples of all ages must be ready for
the unfolding events. Those events often include great judgment upon the
earth, but they also reveal the unfolding plans of God to reveal His glory and
righteousness. Jesus will appear and then take His seat on the Millennial
Throne, separating the people gathered from all the nations before Him. To
those who believed in Him, they shine forth in the kingdom, while He will
command the unbelievers to depart from Him, and be cast into a place of
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Jesus wants everyone to be ready for His
appearing, because He will come suddenly, when no one expects Him.
Praise God for His glorious plans consummated into the age.



Key to Prophecy

Appendix One

The Concept of Age in the New Testament

In this appendix, | examined the New Testament verses concerning
the term “age.” Some people translate the term “age” as “eternity” virtually
all the time. Others never want to translate the term “age” as “eternity.” The
discussion below will provide some insight into the various phrases and
terms associated with eternity. Of course, God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit are eternally one God. Of course, believers live with God
for all eternity. Of course, the devil and his angels, and the unsaved humans,
spend eternity in the Lake of Fire. Even so, care should be exercised to
decide if the translation of “age” should be eternity, or does the individual
context require a different meaning. | urge you to open your Bible and join
the study.
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Section One

The End of the Age Defined
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1.1 The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares. Matthew 24-25 relates
directly to The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares in Matthew 13:36-43 and
other parables. The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares provides great help
in understanding other prophecies in the Bible. In that parable, Jesus




The Concept of Age in the New Testament

explained that God sowed seed (wheat) into the world, and then the devil
sowed evil seed (tares) into the world. Until the end of the age, God allowed
both to grow in the world until the harvest. At harvest, God will send forth His
angels and will gather the wicked out of His kingdom, bundle them together,
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then God will gather the sons of the kingdom (wheat) into
His barn, where they will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Careful examination of the details of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
helps us understand Matthew 24-25. At the outset, please notice that the
time span of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares begins in the Garden
of Eden and Ends with Harvest at the consummation of the age. The scope
of the parable alone should alert us to its significance for understanding
prophecy. Therefore, we may begin with a look at the phrase "consummation
of the age" to understand its usage in Matthew 24-25 and The Parable of the
Wheat and the Tares.

1.2.1 The Phrase "the consummation of the age" ("ouvreAciag ToU
aiwvog”). The phrase "consummation of the age" ("ouvTteAciag 1ol ai®vog")
appears in several places in the New Testament. The difference between the
singular "age" and the plural "ages" makes a very big difference in the New
Testament. Confusing the term "age" with the term "ages" often leads
to great confusion. | also considered a discussion of predicative and
attributive positions of nouns, but the for sake of time and brevity, mainly
avoided it. | hope that further study of all parts of the syntax regarding "age"
would produce valuable exegesis.

1.2.1.1. The Harvest. And the harvest is consummation of age ("6 &¢
Bepioudg ouvTéAeia aitvog €omivt) (Matthew 13:39).

1.2.1.2 The Tares. So just as the tares are gathered up and burned
with fire, so shall it be at the consummation of the age" ((oTrep olv
oUAAéyeTal Ta QICavia Kai TTupi [kaTa]kaieTal, oUTwG £aTal &V Tf) ouvTeAEia TOO
ai®vog") (Matthew 13:40).

1.2.1.3 The Angels. "So it will be in the consummation of the age," the
angels will come forth and take the wicked from among the righteous"
("oUTwg Eotal év TR ouvteAeia TOU aitvog- €€eAeloovtal oi AyyeAlol Kai
agoplodolv TOUG TTovNPEOoUG €K péoou TV dikaiwv") (Matthew 13:49).
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1.2.1.4 The Great Commission. Jesus promised to be with His
disciples until the end of the age: "and lo, | am with you all the days until the
consummation of the age.” ("kai idoU &yw PeB’ UPWV €ipl TTGoag TAG NUEPAG
Ewg TAG ouvTeAgiag To0 aivoc") (Matthew 28:20).

1.2.1.4 The Consummation of the Ages. The phrase "consummation
of the ages" (notice the plural "ages") described the time when Jesus has
been manifested to put away sin: "Otherwise, He would have needed to
suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the
consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself " ("étrei €0el aUTOV TTOAAGKIGC TTOBElV ATTO KATAROARG
KOGMOU- vuvi 8¢ atrag £1Ti ouvTeAEia TV aiwvwy gic aBéTnaoiv [TAC] GuapTiag
d1G TA¢ Buaoiag autol Teavépwral") (Hebrews 9:26). This verse helps us
understand that more than one age has taken place from the foundation of
the world until Christ manifested. Please keep in mind the Matthew verses
dealing with the consummation of the age (singular age) describe the age
when the harvest occurs. We will give further attention to the plural "the ages"
below.

1.2.1.5 Summary of Usage of Consummation of the Age.
Therefore, we know that the phrase "consummation of the age" in Matthew
described a specific period of time related to one specific age with specific
events designated. Let us look at those events.

1.3 The Links between Matthew 24-25 and the Parable of the
Wheat and Tares. The link between Matthew 24:3 and The Parable of the
Wheat and the Tares in Matthew 13 seems explicit based upon the phrase
"consummation of the age" ("ouvteAciag 1ol aitvoc"), which occurs three
times in Matthew 13 describing the harvest and the time of burning the tares,
where the angels take the wicked from among the righteous at "the
consummation of the age." We can pinpoint this time on the timeline of
prophecy because Matthew 24 presents a precise chronology of events.

1.3.1 The Harvest at the End of the Age. In the Parable of the Wheat
and the Tares, God declined to pull up the tares from the world because He
did not want to uproot the wheat with the tares, so He left both to grow
together until the harvest, the special time He set. When is the harvest?
Several events mark the harvest.
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1.3.1.1 The Gathering Out of the Wicked (Tares). The harvest
occurs when the Son of Man sends forth His angels to gather the wicked
(tares) out of His kingdom for judgment (Matthew 13:41). This harvest comes
without notice and happens suddenly. Having gathered up the wicked, they
are bundled together, and cast into the furnace of fire, where there is
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Notice that they do not appear for detailed
judgment, but rather Jesus emphasized their quick removal from the earth
and delivery to the furnace of fire.

1.3.1.2 The Shining Forth of the Righteous. At harvest, the righteous
(wheat) are gathered into the barn of Jesus. After the wicked (the stumbling
blocks and those who commit lawlessness) are gathered out of the kingdom
of the Son of Man come to earth, then the righteous will shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Therefore, the barn appears to be the
kingdom of Jesus and His Father on earth. Compare the resurrection of
Daniel 12:2 and the saints there shining in Daniel 12:3 after their
resurrection.

1.3.2 Summary of the Harvest as the End of the Age. The harvest
describes the removal of the wicked from the kingdom of God and the shining
forth of the sons of the kingdom in the kingdom of their Father and the Sons
of Man. The harvest comes at the end of age, when Jesus establishes His
Millennial Reign on earth. The order of events in Matthew 24-25 also clarifies
the phrase "the consummation of the age" and amplifies the events
described in The Parable of the Wheat and Tares. In a sense, they interact
with each other. The order of events in a passage often provide details
clarifying the meaning the passage. Such is the case in Matthew 24-25.

1.4 The Order of Events. To be specific, the third question of the
disciples in Matthew 24:3 concerns the sign of the end of the age. Based
upon the order of events in Matthew 24, the "end of the age" occurs after the
sign of the Son of Man appears in the sky, and after the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and after Jesus sends forth His angels with a great trumpet and
to gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other
(Matthew 24:30-31). The parable of the tares and wheat provides explicit
detail here. In Matthew 13:40, we know that first the wicked ("tares") are
pulled up from the earth when the angels gather them out of the field, which
is the world. Then sons of the kingdom ("wheat") are left in the world to enjoy
the reign of the Son of Man (Jesus) in the Millennial Kingdom. The righteous
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left upon the earth shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father
(Matthew 13:40). Therefore, the end of the age refers to the inauguration
of the Millennial Reign of Christ when He sets up kingdom on earth, when
the righteous upon the earth shine forth. The wicked have been removed by
the angels taking them away from the earth. The terms "age," "ages," and
related uses of those terms help us expand our knowledge of New
Testament concept of time events, not just the chronology of time. Time
events mean special events on the time line, similar to the use of "kaipdg" in
the New Testament.
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Section Two

The Phrase "Into the Age"

2.1 To the Ages. The phrase "into the age" describes a single age.

Reviewing the New Testament usage of the phrase "to the age" ("cig 1OV
ai®va") provides further insight for Matthew 24-25. Please keep in mind the
singular "age" here. We will look at the plural "ages" in the next section. Many
translators take the phrase "to the age" ("€ig TOv aitva") to mean eternity. In
my mind, based upon the usage below, the phrase "to the age" ("ci¢ TOV
aiva") does not deny eternity, but focuses instead upon a particular
age. Focusing upon an age draws attention to something happening now
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and continuing to the age in view (not necessarily eternity). If we ignore the
concept of the age, and always think eternity, then we miss the point at issue
stressing present action within the present time continuing (not necessarily
ending) to the age. The preposition "into" ("€i¢") always occurs with the
accusative case. It means often reaching a destination, and often means into
the destination. In the context of age, the phrase "to the age" ("ci¢ TOv aitva™)
does not mean reaching the border of the age, but arrival into the age. The
New Testament writers had a particular phrase to describe eternity, the ages
of the ages ("Toug ai®vag TV aiwvwv"). If a writer wanted to express
eternity, they could use that phrase; if they did not use that phrase, then we
should ask why use another "age" phrase. The "age life" means life in the
age of the Son Man reigning as King on earth in the Kingdom of His Father
and His own kingdom come to earth. Jesus frequently referred to the
Kingdom of God and therefore also described age life that begins at the
moment of salvation and guarantees happy entrance into the Millennial
Kingdom and continued life therein.

2.2 The Barren Fig Tree. Jesus commanded a fig tree so that it would
not bear fruit.

2.2.1 The Withered Fig Tree. Jesus said: Seeing a lone fig tree by
the road, He came to it and found nothing on it except leaves only; and He
said to it, “No longer from you fruit shall be born to the age. And at once the
fig tree withered.” ("kai idwv oukfv piav & Tf¢ 6500 AABeV 1T alTAV Kai
oUdev eUpev év aUTh & pf) @UANG pbvov, Kai Aéyel alTh- PNKETI €K 000 KAPTTOC
vévnTal €i¢ TOV aiva. kai €Enpaven mapaxpfua i ouki") And at once the fig
tree withered. (Matthew 21:19). We know that the fig tree will not live to
eternity, so the reference seems strained to extend the time frame to eternity.
Here, the tree withers immediately and will not bear fruit from that time
forward, unless it is restored in the Millennial Kingdom.

2.2.2 The Fiq Tree. He said to it, “He having answered, he said to it,
'No longer to the age no one to eat fruit of you!" And His disciples were
listening."("Kai ATTOKPIBEIC €ITTEV QUTH- MNKETI €iC TOV aiva ék 0ol UNdEiC
KapTTOv @ayol. Kai fikouov oi yadntai autod") (Mark 11:14). In this case, it
seems unlikely that the fig tree would live thousands of years or to eternity.
It emphasizes the present bareness of the fig tree in the present age and
continuing to the age.
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2.3 Blasphemy aqgainst The Holy Spirit. The one who blasphemes
the Holy Spirit shall not have forgiveness into the age ("cig Tov ait®va"), but
guilty is of age sin ("aAN Evoxoc €oTiv aiwviou auaptiuaTtoc”) (Mark 3:29).
We will see the comparison to "age life" below. By focusing upon age here,
Mark did not suggest forgiveness later, but doom now and continuing to the
end of the present age, when judgment would come. Notice that the adjective
age ("aiwviou"--genitive) modifies "life" here. In this case, the class of sin is
age sin, an unforgivable sin in the age.

2.4 Abraham and His Descendants. God gives help to Abraham and
his descendants into the age ("cig Tov aitva.") (Luke 1:55). Abraham and his
descendants received help into the coming age. In fact, the new age will
bring the fulfillment of the New Covenant for Abraham and His descendants
(Jeremiah 31:31; Hebrews 8:8).

2.5 Well of Water. John wrote: but whoever drinks of the water that | will
give him shall not thirst into the age; but the water that | will give him will
become in him a well of water springing up to age life.” ("0g & av Tin ék 100
Udatog ol ¢yt dWow auT®, oU R SiYRoel gic TOV aidva, GAAG 1O Udwp O
dwow auT®w yevAoetal &v auT® TNynR 0datog aAlopévou e€ic Cwnv
aiwviov") (John 4:14) . Jesus meant that He would give the water of life that
(a) removed all thirst (double negative with subjunctive verb) from now to the
age (Millennial Reign of Christ); and (b) the well of water He gives will spring
up to age life (life in the Millennial Kingdom), the new age to come, consisting
of the reign of Christ on earth for a thousand years (Revelation 20:1-7).
Remember that the term "eis" means into, not just stop at the border of the
destination, so the age life means life into the Millennial Reign of Christ on
earth; and (c) age life does not end when the Millennium ends.

2.6 Bread of Life. Jesus said He is the Bread of Life. In the Bread of
Life Discourse, Jesus described "age life," a term that means new spiritual
life starting at the moment of salvation, and continues into the next age,
which is the Millennial Reign of Christ upon earth. The focus upon age life
does not deny eternal life, but instead focuses upon new spiritual life starting
today by grace through faith and continues into the Millennial Kingdom. It
guarantees that the person with "age life" shall be raised up on the last day
to be with Jesus bodily in the Millennial Kingdom where Jesus reigns on earth
for a thousand years, after He vanquishes His enemies.
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2.7 Live into the Age. Jesus said: | am the living bread that came
down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live into the age;
and the bread also which | will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” ("éyw
gig 6 aptog O WV O €k ToU oUpavol kataBdag: £av TIC eayn €K ToUuTou TOD
aptou {noel €igc TOV aitva, kai O apTog O OV Eyw dwow ) oapé pou €aTivV
utrép TAG T0U K6opou (whc") (John 6:51). As above, the promise of Jesus
was the believer would life from now into the Millennial kingdom.

2.8 Living Bread. Jesus said: This is the bread which came down out
of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live
into the age.” ("oUTO¢ 0TIV 6 GpTOC O €€ 0Upavol KaTaBdc, ou KaBkg Epayov
oi Tatépeg kai améBavov: O Tpwywv ToUTOV TOV GpTov (NOoel €ic TOV
ai®va.") (John 6:58). As Jesus described "age life," He revealed that He is
the Bread of Life, and He came down from heaven. The Bread of Life is
unlike the bread given to the fathers who ate and died, emphasizing the
temporal quality of that bread, but Jesus is spiritual bread that changes the
believer, so they will enter into the age of the Millennial Kingdom.

2.9 The Son Remains. Jesus said that the slave does not remain in
the house into the age ("cig TOv ai®va"), but the son remains in the house
into the age ("eig TOv aitva") (John 8:35).Jesus emphasized that not all
people will enter into the Millennial Age, but only the Son of Man, who will
come receive the kingdom from His Father, the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:1-
22).

2.10 Keeps the Word of Jesus.

2.10.1 Keeps My Word. Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps My
word, he will not see death into the age.” ("aunv aunv Aéyw Uuiv, €av TIG TOV
EMOV Adyov TnpnRon, 6avaTov ou un Bewpnon €ig Tov aikva"--double negative
with subjunctive) (John 8:51). Using the double negative with the
subjunctive again, Jesus promised that people who keep His word will not
see death into the age. Jesus did not mean that they die after the age of the
Millennial Kingdom, but promised they would have spiritual life into the
Millennial Kingdom.

2.10.2 The Jews Said. The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that
You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also, and You say, ‘If
anyone keeps My word, he will not taste of death into the age.’ ("Eitrov [ouv]
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auT® oi louddiol- viv éyvwkapev OTI daiudviov £xelg. ABpadpu atTéBavev Kai
oi TTpo@fTal, Kai oU Aéyelg- €av TIC TOV Adyov Pou Tnpron, ou uR yedonTal
Bavarou €ic Tov aiva.") (John 8:52). Jesus again used the double negative
with the subjunctive to explain that saved believers will not taste death for
the period of time stretching from the time of His words into the age of His
Millennial Kingdom.

2.11 Age Life. Jesus promised: | give to them age life ("0idwu1 auToig
(wnv aiwviov"), and they shall not be destroyed to the age ("oU pn
atméAwvTal €ig 1OV aiva) (John 10:28). Jesus again used the double
negative wit the subjunctive to stress that "age life" does not mean
destruction, when the ungodly are destroyed in Hades (see Afterlife for the
use of the term "destroyed.") The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies "life"

(qAv).

2.12 Age Life Defined. Jesus defined "age life" as the life "all who live
and believe in Me shall not die into the age" ("kai Ta¢ 6 (v Kkai MoTelwV €ig
EUE OU N atmoBavn eic TOvV ailva--double negative with subjunctive") (John
11:26). Jesus again used the double negative with the subjunctive to define
the phrase "age life" and contrast it to "resurrection." Believers do not need
to worry about dying before the Millennial Kingdom arrives, because Jesus
guarantees they have "age life," which means they will live into the Millennial
Kingdom. Of course, Jesus means spiritual life, with bodily resurrection to
enter the Millennial Age. The time of that resurrection occurs for saints at the
Clouds Resurrection of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and Daniel 12;2 and for
others who died during the Tribulation at the beginning of the Millennial
Reign.

2.13 Messiah Remains. The crowd said to Jesus that according to
the Law, "the Christ abides into the age" ("0 xploTOG pével €ic TOV aiva")
(John 12:34). The crowd read the Old Testament prophecies about Christ
and understood He would abide into the age. This verse helps us understand
the crowd had an expectation that Messiah would come and stay into the
new age. They did not understand that Messiah would suffer first, and then
enter His glory in the new age (Luke 24:6). Until then, He would be spiritually
present with His believers (Matthew 28:20).

2.14 Peter's Feet. Peter said to Him, “Into the age you shall not wash
wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If | do not wash you, you have no part
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with Me.” ("Aéyel alT® TMETPOG: oU N viwng pou Toug TTédag €ic TOV aidva.
aTrekPiOn Incolc auT®- €av PR Vigw o€, UK EXEIC MEPOC PEeT €uol.") (John
13:8) Jesus again used the double negative with the subjunctive to describe
age life. In this case, Jesus meant that He would wash the feet of Peter so
that He would have age life, not by foot washing, but by faith; Jesus washed
the feet of the disciples indicating the service of the Suffering Servant from
then until He serves them in the Millennial Kingdom (Luke 12:37).

2.15 The Helper. Jesus promised another Helper: | will ask the Father,
and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you into the
age ("kayw épwtiow TOV TTaTEPA Kai GANOV TTapakAnToV dwael Uiy, iva ued’ Up@V Eig
Tov aiva ") (John 14:16). As Jesus neared His crucifixion and ascension,
He promised that the Father would send the Helper to be with the disciples.
Jesus again made a kingdom promise that the Helper ministry would start
then and continue into the Millennial Kingdom. Jesus did not deny the eternal
ministry of the Holy Spirit, but emphasized His ministry from then into the
Millennial Kingdom.

2.16 No Meat. Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, | will not
eat meat into the age, so that | will not cause my brother to stumble. ("di161Tep
ei Bpua okavdaAilel TOV AdeAPSOV Pou, oU Ui @ayw Kpéa €ig TOV aitva, iva
U TOV AdeA@oéV pou okavdaAiow.") (1 Corinthians 8:13). Paul used the
same double negative with the subjunctive to describe action beginning then
and continuing into the Millennial Kingdom. Paul was not focused upon
eternity, but upon the specific period of time until Jesus reigns in the
Millennial Kingdom.

2.17 God's Righteousness As it is written, “HE SCATTERED
ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES
INTO THE AGE.” ("kaBwg yéypaTrtal: €0KOPTTIOEV, EDWKEV TOIC TTEVNOIV, N
dikalooUvn auTol pével €ig Tov aiva.") (2 Corinthians 9:9) (quoting Psalm
112:9--His righteousness endures forever--"Ty'7 nv IngT1Y"). As mentioned
above, the kingdom of God dominates the Scriptures. Some translators
render the Hebrew "Ty7" as forever. The Psalmists used the phrase
"7 ny" to refer to the praise of God (Psalm 111:10) and the
righteousness of God (Psalm 111:3, 112:3, 112:9). Based upon the other

.....

forever righteousness seems sound in Psalm 112:9. Even so, the term "Ty%"
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by itself does not always reference eternity, because the hope of Psalm 9:18
ends when the one sees what one hoped for (Romans 8:24). Likewise, in
Psalm 37:29, the righteous will dwell in the land "forever" ("Ty7"), but we
know that the entire earth will be burned up and destroyed with fire (2 Peter
3:10). In Psalm 61:8, the Psalmist declares He will sing praise to the name
of God "forever" ("T1y7"), but he qualifies it with paying his vows days by
day ("oi Inii") In Psalm 148, the Psalmist praised God for the creation of
sun, moon, heavenly host, angels and others; He established them "forever
and ever" ("D71iv% Tv7 nTyt"). By using the phrase "forever and ever"
("D1v7 TV DT MY4"), the Psalmist introduced some doubt in my mind that
and ever" ("DiIv7 TV7 oTya")" in Psalm 148:6 (see also Isaiah 30:8).
Therefore, the phrase "ci¢ Tov aitva" may refer to eternity, and not merely
the end of the age. A fuller discussion of the Hebrew terms for eternity would
be helpful to decide the matter finally. Based upon New Testament usage of
the phrase "ei¢ TOv aitva," | still prefer the translation "age" because of the
New Testament context and Psalm 148:6, but | appreciate the strong
argument against such a translation.

2.18 Priesthood of Christ. Christ is a priest to the age according to
the order of Melchizedek ("iepeUg €i¢ Tov aitova") (Hebrews 5:6--quoting a
Melchizedek passage from Psalm 110:4--("-7v D207 [n>-nnX DNY
PIX'7 MNaT"). The Hebrew term "n21v?" describes the length of time of
that priesthood.

219 Jesus Has Entered. Hebrews provides: where Jesus has
entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek. ("0TTou TTPAOPOPOS UTTEP MUV
€iofjABev ‘Incolc, katd TRV TAEIV MeAxIoEdEK APXIEPEUC YEVOUEVOS EiC TOV
ai®va") (Hebrews 6:20)

2.20 Witnessed. Hebrews provides: For it is withessed of Him, “YOU
ARE A PRIEST FOREVERACCORDING TO THE ORDER
OF MELCHIZEDEK” ("uapTupgital yap OTI GU i€peUg €ig TOV aitva KaTa THV
TV MeAxio€dek") (Hebrews 7:17--quoting a Melchizedek passage from
Psalm 110:4--("p1Y™'2'70 'M127-72v 0'21v7 |pd>-nnx nna"). The Hebrew term
"n721v7" describes the length of time of that priesthood.
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2.21 _Sworn. Hebrews provides: for they indeed became priests
without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him,
“THE LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, ‘YOU ARE
A PRIEST FOREVER™; ("oi pév yap Xwpic Opkwoaciog eioiv igpeic
YEYOVOTEG, O OE UETA OpKwuoaiag dia 1ol Aéyoviog TTPOC aUTOV: (VUOCEV
KUPIOG Kai oU peTapeANBAoETalr OU iepelg €ig TOV aitva.") (Hebrews 7:21--
quoting a Melchizedek passage from Psalm 110:4--("-y D21v7 |n>~nHX DN
71X 'm 'naT"). The Hebrew term "nl2ivy" describes the length of time of
that priesthood.

2.22 Christ Appointed Son. Hebrews provides: Forthe Law appoints
men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came
after the Law, a Son, made perfect forever ("0 vouog yap avBpwIiroug
KaBioTnolv apxiepeic £xovtag aabéveiav, 6 Adyog O¢ TAC OpKwOaTiag TiAg
META TOV VOOV UioV €i¢ TOV aitva TeTeAeiwpévov”) (Hebrews 7:28). When
the phrase "into the age" ("ei¢ TOv aiva") is applied to God, | believe it
makes the strongest claim to eternity as a good translation.

2.23 The Word of the Lord. The word of the Lord abides to the age
("10 O¢ pApa Kupiou pével gig Tov aitva") (1 Peter 1:25--translating Isaiah
40:5--and the word of our God will stand to “olam”--n21v%7 Dip! 11'p'7xM2T1").
As with "into the age" ("cig Tov ait®va") applied to God, when the phrase "into
the age" ("eig Tov aitova") is applied to the word of God, it also makes a strong
claim to eternity.

2.24 Priesthood. Hebrews provides: but Jesus, on the other hand,
because He continues forever, holds His priesthood to the age ("6 &¢ 01 10
MEVEIV QUTOV €ig¢ TOV aiva atmmapdpartov £xel TNV iepwauvnv") (Hebrews
7:24). When the phrase "intoto the age" ("cig Tov ai®va") is applied to God, |
believe it makes the strongest claim to eternity as a good translation.

2.25 Doing the Will of God. John wrote: "the one who does the will of
God abides to the age" ("0 oIV 10 BéAnua 100 B0l pével €ig TOV aiva")
(1 John 2:17). In 1 John 2, the context there is the world ("0 kéopog") passing
away ("mrapayetar"). In that context, the contrast suggests that the phrase
"into the age" ("cig TOV aiva") refers to a time beyond the passing away of
the world. In light of the use of the term passing away ("trapayerai”) in 1
Corinthians 2:6, 7:31, and 1John 2:8, the passing away has already begun
and so a reference to the destruction of the world by fire may not be in view.
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In 1 John 2, the world is tied to the lusts of the world, indicating a link to the
time of evil men, and the shining forth of the light of Jesus Christ (1 John 2:8-
-remember Daniel 12:3 and the parable of the Wheat and Tares on believers
shining in the Millennial Kingdom--Matthew 13:43). Therefore, the translation
of "into the age" ("ci¢ TOv aitova") may not refer to eternity here, but to a more
definite time.

2.26 The Truth. John wrote that the truth "will be with us to the age"
("ued’ NUV EoTal €ic TOV aiva") (2 John 1:2). As with "into the age" ("€ig Tov
ai®va") applied to God, when the phrase "into the age" ("cig Tov aitva") is
applied to the truth from God, it also make a strong claim to eternity

2.27 The Age of His Glory. Peter wrote: After you have suffered for
a little while the God of all grace, Who called you into the age of His glory in
Christ, will Himself confirm, strengthen establish you ("0 8¢ 8ed¢ TTéoNG
XapITog, 0 KaAéoag UPAG €ic TRV aiwviov altol d6&av &v XpIoT® OAiyov
TTaBovTag auTOC KaTapTioel, aTnpifel, oBevwoel, Bepehiwoel") (1 Peter 5:10).
The phrase "into the age of His glory" ("€ig Trjv aiwviov autol d6¢av") seems
a clear reference to the glory of the Millennial Reign of Christ, as the saints
shine forth in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:43; see also Jesus
comes with glory --1 Peter 1:11; Luke 21:27).

2.28 Kingdom Age. Peter wrote: For in this way entrance into the age
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to
you ("oUTwG yap TTAOUGCIiWG £TTIXOPNyNBRCETal UiV 1) €ic0d0¢ €i¢ TRV aiwviov
BaaiAegiav ToU kKupiou UV Kai cwThpog Incol Xpiotol") (2 Peter 1:11). The
phrase "into the age kingdom" refers to the entrance of saints into the
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which is the Millennial
Kingdom, which will be abundant, as beliers must be all the more diligent to
be sure of the their calling and choosing by God (1 Peter 1:10).




Section Three

The Phrase "Into the Ages”

3.1 To the Ages. The phrase "into the ages" ("cig Tou¢ ai®vag"), notice

the plural of ages, describes a period of time spanning more than one age.

3.1.1 Reign of Christ to the Ages. Luke wrote: And He will reign over the
house of Jacob into the ages, and His kingdom will have no end.” ("kai
BaoiAeoel i TOV oikov lakwP €i¢ ToUS aitvac kai TA¢ BaoiAeiag auTol olk
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gotal TEA0G.") (Luke 1:33). The kingdom of God here has no end, and the
period of time may be eternal. Therefore, we should take special note that
the phrase "into the ages" when applied to God may mean eternity, and
certainly a period beyond a single age.

3.1.2 Blessed to the Ages.

3.1.2.1 Blessed to the Ages. Paul wrote:For they exchanged the truth
of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed to the ages. Amen. ("oiTive¢ petnAAagav Thv
aAnBeiav To0 Be0l €v T WeUdel kai éoeBaoOnoav Kai EAaTpeucayv Th KTioE€l
TTapd TOV KTioavta, 6¢ £€0TIVv €UAOYNTOG €i¢ TOUG aitvag, aunv") (Romans
1:25). Another use of the phrase "to the ages" tends to confirm the meaning
that eternity may in view, particularly when the phrase references God.

3.1.2.2 Blessed to the Ages. Paul wrote: Whose are the fathers, and
from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed
to the ages. Amen ("eUAoynTOG €i¢ TOUG aivag, aunv") (Romans 9:5). Paul
often adds an amen after his praise. Like other New Testament writers, Paul
used the phrase "into the ages" to describe God, and often meant eternity.

3.1.3 Glory to God to the Ages. Paul ascribed glory to God to the
ages ("ei¢ Toug aivag, aunv") (Romans 11:36); another use confirming the
phrase "into the ages" when applied to God means eternity, or a period of
ages beyond the Millennial Age.

3.1.4 Glory to Jesus to the Ages. Paul ascribed glory to Jesus to the
ages: to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory to the ages.
Amen. ("HOvw coP®M Be®, Bt Incol XpioTol, W / d6a gic ToUC aidvac,
auiAv") (Romans 16:27); another use confirming the phrase "into the ages”
when applied to God means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the
Millennial Age.

3.1.5 Blessed God and Father to the Ages. Paul declared that the
God and Father of the Lord Jesus is blessed to the ages ("€ig ToUG aitvag")
(2 Corinthians 11:31); another use confirming the phrase "into the ages"
when applied to God means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the
Millennial Age.
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3.1.6 Throne of God. The Psalmist wrote: But of the
Son, “YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE
RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM ("mrpd¢g 6¢
TOV UIov-0 Bpdvog gou 6 Bed¢ €ig TOV aiva 100 aivog kai n papdog TAC
£00UTNTOC PARSOC TAC BaaiAgiag gou"--quoting Psalm 45:6
"N VY T LAY Ty DIV DX N02") (Hebrews 1:8). The writer of
Hebrews translated the single term "n'21v" with the phrase "ei¢ 1dv ai®va 100
aivoc." Therefore, we know that the phrase "ei¢ 10v_ai®va 100 ai®vog,"
when applied to God, may translate the Hebrew term "n'21v," even though the
plural "omY7y" and other phrases were available to the Old Testament
writers.

3.2 Jesus Christ the Same to the Ages. Hebrews provided: Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, today the same and also into the ages ("Incoig
XpIoT10G £X0EC Kai aruepov 6 auTdC Kai €i¢ Toug aitvac") (Hebrews 13:8).
Another use confirming the phrase "into the ages" when applied to God
means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age. This verse
divides time into three periods. First, yesterday ("éx6¢¢") wass used in John
4:52 and Acts 17:28 to refer to the day before today. Second, "today"
("onuepov ") described the current day. Third, the future was described as
into the ages ("eic ToUC aivag"). Therefore, the past and present are
described here as days, not ages. The writer intends to make the point that
time can be viewed by day or by the age, or by combinations of those times.
In this case, we have another indication that the phrase "into the ages" when
applied to God means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age.

3.3 God Our Savior to the all the Ages. Jude wrote: To the only God
our Savior be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all the age and
now and to all the ages, amen ("Tpd TTavtog 100 aivog kai viv Kai €ig
TTavTag Toug aitvag, aunv.") (Jude 1:25). This verse provides insight into the
division of time. First, Jude wrote about the period "before all the age" ("mrpod
TTavTog To0 aitvog"), indicating that one or more ages preceded the present
age. The "all" describes the length of the present age, and suggests an
expansive period of time. Second, Jude wrote about "now" ("viv"). Notice
that the implication is that now is part of the present age. Three, Jesus wrote
about into all the ages ("ci¢c Travtag Tou¢ aivag"), referring to all the ages
to come. This verse provides great help in understanding time and ages in
the New Testament. As above, when the term ages applies to God, it could
mean either eternity or a period of time beyond the future age.
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3.4 Power to God to the Ages. Peter ascribed to Him the power into
the ages, amen ("aUuT® TO KPATOG €ic TOUG aitvag, aunv.") (1 Peter 5:11);
another use confirming the phrase "into the ages" when applied to God
means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age. Notice the
amen, again.

3.5 The Ages Dwellings. Luke wrote: They will receive you into the
of ages dwellings ("0éEwvTal UPAG €i¢ TAC aiwvioug oknvac") (Luke 16:9). |
understand this parable to authorize believers to use unrighteous wealth to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ so that more people believe and have
heavenly residences prepared for them. So, when believers die, the saved
people will receive them into their heavenly residences. Therefore, |
understand the phrase "into the age dwellings" ("€i¢ Ta¢ aiwvioug oknvag")
to refer to heavenly dwellings that last beyond the present age and into future
ages, apparently to eternity. Notice the adjective "ages" ("aiwvioug")
describing the dwellings. These are dwellings for the ages.
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Section Four

The Phrase “Into The Ages of the Ages”

4.1 The Age of the Ages. The phrase the ages of the ages ("Toug

ai®vag TV aiwvwyv") most often applied to God, but has several other uses
as well. | have included some verses with textual variants. When applied to
God, it appears to mean eternity, like the phrase above, "into the ages."

4.2 Glory and Honor. Paul wrote: to Whom the glory to the age of the
ages. Amen. ("W R 86&a gic TOUC aivVaC TV aiwvwy, Guniv.") (Galatians
1:5) Paul ascribed honor and glory to God: to Whom be the glory into the
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age of the ages. Amen ("w i 86fa eic TOUC QiDVAC TGOV CIWVWY,
aunv.") (Galatians 1:5). The phrase "into the ages of the ages" ("ei¢ ToUg
aiovag TOv aiwvwv") describes several ages. The plural ages of plural
"ages" indicates many ages, probably speaking of eternity, particularly when
applied to God. This praise phrase is often completed with Amen.

4.3 Glory Our God and Father. Paul wrote: Now to our God and
Father be the glory into the age of the ages. Amen. ("t 6¢ B Kkai TTaTPI
AUV 1 06&a €ig ToUg aivag TV aiwvwy, aunv.") (Philippians 4:20) . Again,
Paul praised our God and Father, ascribing to Him glory into the age of the
ages ("Toug aivag Twv aiwvwv"). Notice the Amen, again. Like the other
plurals of "ages," when referring to God, eternity seems to fit the context.

4.5 The Only God. Paul wrote: Now to the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.("T® ¢
BaaIAel TOV aiwvwy, a@BapTw AoPATW POVW Bel, TIUM Kai dOEa €ic TOUg
ai®vag Tv aiwvwy, aunv.") (1 Timothy 1:17). Notice the interplay with the
contrast of Galatians 1:4, "rescue from the present evil age" ("é¢éAnTal AUGC
¢k To0 aivog 100 éveaTTog TTovnpoU"--age singular describing the present
time) with Galatians 1:5, "to whom the glory to the ages of the ages" ("® R
06&a eic ToUG aivag Ty aiwvwv"). When Paul contrasted the present age
with eternal age, he used the phrase "the ages of the ages," which always

meant eternity in the Old and New Testament usage.

4.6 Glory To God. Paul wrote: The Lord will rescue me from every evil
deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen. ("puoeTtai ye 0 KUPIOG ATTO TTAVTOG EPyou TTovnpPol
Kai oWoel gi¢ TAV BaciAgiav auTol TAV £Toupaviov: O i 8OEa gic TOUC QiVOC
TV aiwvwy, aunv.") (2 Timothy 4:18). Like the other plurals of "ages," when
referring to God, eternity seems to fit the context.

4.7 Glory to Jesus Christ. Hebrews provides: to Whom the glory to
the ages of the ages ("G R 86a €ic TOUC aiva¢ [TV aivwy], AuAv.")
(Hebrews 13:21). If the longer reading is original, then the "ages of the ages"
refers to the eternity of Jesus Christ. The presence of the well-attested
"amen" with the plural "ages" favors (somewhat) the longer reading.

4.8 Glory and Power to Jesus Christ. Peter ascribed the glory and
the dominion to Jesus Christ to the ages of the ages ("0 6g0¢ d1& ‘Incod
XpioTol M £€0TIV ) 8OEa Kai TO KPATOC €i¢ TOUC aiivag TOV aiwvwy, auiv") (1
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Peter 4:11). The plural "the ages of the ages" emphasizes the eternal glory
and dominion of Jesus Christ.

4.9 Glory and Power to God. John wrote: to God the glory and the
dominion to the ages [of the ages] ("aut® ) d6&a Kai TO KPATOG €ig TOUC
aivag [TV aiwvwyv]- aunv.") (Revelation 1:6). This variant appears similar
to Hebrews 13:21, above.

4.10 | Am Living. John recorded: and the living One; and | was dead,
and behold, | am alive into the ages of the ages, and | have the keys of death
and of Hades ("kai 6 {(v, Kai £€yevounv vekpOg Kai idou v eiul €i¢ TOUG
aivag TV aivVwV Kai Exw Tag KAEIG ToU BavaTou kai Tol Gdou") (Revelation
1:18). John emphasized the eternal life of Christ using the phrase of "into
that ages of the ages,” in keeping with other uses of the plurals of "ages" to
describe Jesus and His eternal attributes. In this context, He was dead, but
now lives to eternity.

4.11 Worship Him. John wrote: The twenty-four elders will fall down
before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever
and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying ("mrecoivrtai oi
eikoal Téooapeg TTPeoPUTEPOI EvwTTiov ToU KaBnuévou £Tti ToU Bpdvou Kai
TTIPOOKUVACOUCIV T {WVTI €i¢ TOUC aitvag TV aiwvwy Kai Balodolv Toug
oTeQAvVoUg auTyv évwTiov ToU Bpdvou Aéyovteg") (Revelation 4:10). The
plurals of "ages" described the eternal life of God.

4.12 The Living One. John wrote: And when the living creatures give
glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives
forever and ever ("Kai 6tav dwaoouaiv 1a {a d6Eav Kai TINAV Kai EUXapIoTiav
TO Kabnuévw £t 1O Bpovw TW CWVTI €i¢ TOUG ailvag TV aiwvwv")
(Revelation 4:9). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe the eternal life
of God.

4.13 Blessing, Honor, Glory, Power. John wrote: the One seated on
the throne and to the Lamb the blessing and the honor and the glory and the
dominion to the ages of the ages ("1 kaBnuévw £TTi T BPSVW Kai TR Apviw
N e0Aoyia kai [ TR kai | 86&a kai 1O KPATOC €i¢ TOUC aitvag TV
aiwvwv") (Revelation 5:13). The plurals of "ages" were used to ascribe
eternal blessing and honor and glory and dominion to God the Father and
the Lamb.
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4.14 The Blessing, the Honor and the Glory and the Dominion.
John wrote: to Him Who created heaven and all the things in it, and the earth
and all the things in it, and the sea and all things in it | heard saying: to the
One sitting upon the throne and to the Lamb the blessing and the honor and
the glory and the power to the ages of the ages ("kai av KTiopa 0 &v TQ
oUpav® Kai £ TAG YAG Kai UTToKATW TAG YAC Kai £TTi TG BaAdaong Kai Ta év
auToi¢ TTvTa ffkouoa AEyovTag T KaBnuévw £TTi T Bpdvw Kai TW apviw N
guAoyia kai A TR Kai 1 06&a Kai TO0 KPATOG €ig TOUG aivac v aiwvwv")
(Revelation 5:13). The plurals of ages were used to describe the eternity of
God the Father and the Lamb.

4.15 Blessing, Glory, Wisdom, Thanksgiving, Honor, Power and
Strength. John recorded: our God be blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and strength to the ages of the ages
("aunv, N e0Aoyia kai ] d6&a Kai ] coia Kai | euxapIoTia Kai A TIMA Kai f
dUvapIC Kai 1) ioxUg T Be® AUV €i¢ TOUG aivag TWV aiwvwv: AuAv")
(Revelation 7:12). The plurals of ages were used to describe the eternity of
God.

4.16 He Who Lives John wrote: And swore by Him who lives to the
ages of the ages, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND
THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS
IN IT, that there will be delay no longer ("kai cuooev &v T {WVTI €i¢ TOUG
aivag TV aiwvwy, 0¢ EKTIOEV TOV oUpavOV Kai T €v aUTW Kai TAV YAV Kai
TQ €v QUTA Kai TRV BaAacoav kai Ta &v auTh, OTI XPOVOG OUKETI £oTal")
(Revelation 10:6). The plurals of ages were used to describe the eternal life
of God.

4.17 Christ Will Reign. John wrote: Then one of the four living
creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of
God, Who lives to the age of the ages ("Kai 0 €Bdopog ayyeAog E0GATTIOEV-
Kai €yévovTo Qwvai peyaAal &v T oupav@ Aéyovteg: €yéveTo N BaciAcia 1o
KOouou To0 Kupiou AUV Kai To0 xpioTtod autol, kai BaclAedoel €i¢ TOUG
ai®vag TV aiwvwy.") (Revelation 11:15). The plurals of "ages" were used
to describe the eternity of the reign of Jesus Christ.

4.18 God Who Lives. John wrote: Then one of the four living creatures
gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who
lives to the ages of the ages ("kai €v ék TV TeooAPWY WWV EDWKEV TOIG
ETITA AyyEAOIG ETTTA QIGAAC XpUuohc yepouoag 1ol Buuol 100 Be0l TOU
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(vTOG €ig¢ TOUG aivag TWv aiwvwv") (Revelation 15:7). The plurals were
used to describe the eternal life of God.

4.19 Other References. The phrase "ages of the ages" also applied
to other things.

4.20 The Smoke of Their Torment. John recorded: And the smoke of
their torment goes up into the ages of the ages; they have no rest day and
night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the
mark of his name.”(“kai 6 katvog To0 Bacaviopol alTWy €ig ailvag aiwvwy
avapaivel, Kai oOUK €xouaiv AvATTAUCIV NPEPAG Kai VUKTOG Oi TTPOOKUVOUVTEG
10O Bnpiov kai Thv €ikéva alTod Kai € Tig AapBavel 1O xapayua 100 OvOUATOG
avuTtol") (Revelation 14:11). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe
the eternal torment of the wicked, and the phrase "no rest day and
night" speaks of the continual, daily suffering.

4.21 Revelation 19:3. John recorded: Babylon, whose smoke ascends
into the ages of the ages ("Kai deUtepov €ipnkav: GAANAoUia- Kai 0 KATTvog
auTAG avapaivel €i¢ ToUg aivac Twv aiwvwv") (Revelation 19:3). The plural
of "ages" emphasized the eternal smoke ascending, suggesting something
beyond the physical Babylon.

4.22 Beast and False Prophet Tormented. John recorded: And the
devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever("kai 0 d1&BoAog 6 TTAavV auToUug £BANRON €ig
TAV Aipvnv 100 TTUPOG Kai Beiou dTTOU Kai TO Bnpiov Kai O WPeUdOTTPOPATNG,
Kai BacavioBrioovTal NUEPAC Kai VUKTOG €i¢ TOUG aivag TV aiwvwv")
(Revelation 20:10). Like Revelation 14:11, the plurals of "ages" were used to
describe the eternal torment of the wicked, and the phrase "no rest day and
night" speaks of the continual, daily suffering.

4.23 Saints Reign. John recorded: And there will no longer be any
night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the
sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign to the ages
of the ages. Therefore, we know that the saints reign in the New Jerusalem
as long as God lives into the future, into the ages of the ages ("kai vU¢ ouk
EoTal £TI KOI OUK £XOUTIV XpEiav @wTOG AUXVOU Kai QwTOg fAiou, 0TI KUPIOG O
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Bed¢ pwrTioel £ auToUC, Kai BaciAeUoouUaIV €i¢ TOUG aivag TWV aiwvwv")
(Revelation 22:5).

4.24 Summary of the Use of Age of the Ages. The phrase "ages of
the ages" generally refers to God, and describes eternal praise to God and
the glory of His eternal attributes. Therefore, the other uses of same term
"the ages of the ages" means eternity as well, which fits the context and the
limited uses of the phrase "the ages of the ages." Furthermore, the phrases
"into the ages of the ages" proves that the wicked suffer eternally and the
righteous reign with God for eternity. Finally, the phrase "the ages of the
ages" emphasized the eternality of God and His attributes and often refers
to His praise and worship.
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Section Five

The Age of Ages

5.1 Age of Ages. Paul wrote: to Him the glory in the church and in

Christ Jesus to all the generations of the age of the ages, amen ("auTt® 1
06&a v TR ékkANnoia kai £v XpioT® ‘Incod €i¢ Taoag Ta¢ yevedg 1ol aitivog
TV aiwvwy, aunv") (Ephesians 3:21). Paul used the preposition ("€i¢") which
he also used in the phrase "into the ages of the ages" to describe the period
"to all the generations of the age of the ages." In this case. the generations
extend into a prolonged future, perhaps even eternity, but the combination
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of the church and the generations seems to focus upon a definite period of
time, the Millennial Kingdom.

5.2 Your Throne. But of the Son, “YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS INTO
THE AGE OF THE AGES, THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER
OF HIS KINGDOM ("mpog 0¢ 1OV Uidv: O Bpdbvog cou O BedC €ic TOV
ai®va To0 aitvog , kai f papdog Tfig eUBUTNTOG PAPRdOC THS PaaiAsiag aou)
(Hebrews 1:8--quoting Psalm 45:6--

.....

indicating an emphasis upon "age" or a time beyond "age." That phrase
"TyI D2IV" occurs only in Palm 21:5, 45:7, 48:15, 52:10, 89:38, 104:5, and in
Jeremiah 7:7 and 25:5. In Psalms 45:7, 48:15, 52:10, the phrase describes
God. In Psalm 52:10, the phrase described David's trust in God. In Psalm
89:37, the throne of David will be established like the moon, and the witness
in the sky is faithful (this reference may be more limited than eternity, and
emphasized the Millennial Reign). In Jeremiah 7:7, he wrote: then | will let
you dwell in this place, in the land that | gave to your fathers from age and
unto age  (""TVI DZIVTN7 DIMIAXT AN YK YIXQ NTD DIpR2 DINX DY)
n721v"). In Jeremiah 7:7, the phrase described land on earth given to the
fathers "n'uv-Ty1 D72Iv-NY" and means a period of time extending no longer
than the life of the earth. Furthermore, this verse provides a clue that the
phrase "from age" ("D71v-n7") and "unto age" ("p'uv-Ty") both described
specific periods of time, and so do not always mean eternity; both of those
phrases described a period of time that starts and finishes. In Jeremiah 25:5
and Jeremiah 7:7, Jeremiah used a unique phrase (found only in Jeremiah
7:7 and 25:5) to described time: "from age" ("n21v-n7") and "and unto age"
("Dv-nY"). In Jeremiah 25:5, Jeremiah wrote: "saying, ‘Turn now everyone
from his evil way and from the evil of your deeds, and dwell on the land which
the LORD has given to you and your forefathers forever and ever;" ("nx4
D7 NYN! M WK NNTXDT W DR7un vt v 1IN WK RITY
D71IV-TY] D721V NYT7 D'NIax7"). Like Jeremiah 7:7, in Jeremiah 25:5 the phrase
"from age" ("n21v-n%") and "and unto age" ("p21v-n%") described the period
of time the Lord gave Israel the land which they should inhabit. Again, the
period of time may mean eternity, but the land itself will certainly be
destroyed by fire in the future (2 Peter 3:10). In fact, the people of Israel will
not inherit that land in perpetuity, because of the destruction of the earth with
fire (2 Peter 3:10).
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Section Six

Into Age Life

6.1 Righteous into Age Life. Matthew wrote: These will go away into

age punishment, but the righteous to age life ("&meAevoovtal oUToI E€iC
KOAQGIV aiwviov, oi 8¢ dikaiol €ig Cwnyv aiwviov") (Matthew 25:46). This verse
provides a nice explanation of the adjective "age" ("aiwviov") when used with
the preposition “into” ("€i¢") and a noun. The contrast here involves the
movement into age punishment for the wicked versus the movement into age
life for the righteous. Compare John 5:24-29 with resurrection to judgment
opposed to the resurrection of life. The believers do not go to a judgment
regarding life, because they already have life at the moment of salvation
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(John 5:24). The punishment age concerns time in Hades awaiting the final

judgment at the Great White Throne of Revelation 20:11ff. The contrast is
not between punishment and eternal life, but age punishment and age life.
Therefore, the age life in view here is Jesus sitting upon HIs Millennial
Throne on earth and separating the sheep from the goats. Jesus separates
the sheep from the goats, sending the wicked (goats) to age punishment in
Hades and the righteous (the sheep) to age life in the Millennial Kingdom
where they will shine forth. Neither Hades nor the Millennial Kingdom is the
final destination for either the wicked or the righteous. The wicked will end
up in the Lake of Fire and the Righteous will end up in the New Jerusalem.
as a side note, when the adjective "age" appears in the predicative position
with "life," | have chosen to translate the phrase as simply age life, instead
of age is life.

6.2 Well of Water. John wrote: But whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him shall never thirst; but the water that | will give him will become
in him a well of water springing up into age life ("6¢ &' av Trin ék T00 UdATOG
oU éyw BWow auT®, ol Wi BIYAOE! €ic TOV aidva, AN TO UBwp 6 dwow
auT® YeVAOETaI £V aUTW TNyR UdaTtog aAAouévou eic Cwnyv aiwviov") (John
4:14). As Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well, He offered her
the water which would become a well springing up to age life. The age life in
view here seems to fit best with age life in the Millennial Kingdom because
of the other uses of the phrase "age life" and the immediate context. In John
4, the woman was thinking about the coming Messiah, and Jesus identified
Himself as the Messiah of Israel, and the Messiah for Samaria (John 4:25-
26).

6.3 Gathering Fruit. John wrote: Already he who reaps is receiving
wages and is gathering fruit for age life ("0 Bepilwv pIcBOV AauBaver kai
ouvayel Kapmov €i¢ Cwnv aiwviov") (John 4:36). The adjective "age"
("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). When the disciples returned from
the City of Sychar (the home of the woman at the well), Jesus explained the
reapers are gathering fruit for age life. In light of the promise of age life to the
woman at the well, it seems that age life means life into the age of the
Millennial Kingdom.

6.4 Food Which Abides. John wrote: Do not work for the food which
destroys (see the Afterlife on destruction), but for the food which abides into
age life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God,
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has set His seal ("¢pyaleaBe un tHv Bpwoiv TRV ATTOAAUPEVNV GAAG TRV
Bpwalv THV yévouaoayv €ig Cwnyv aiwviov, (v 0 uidg Tol avBpwTrou UYiv dwael:
ToUTOV YOp O TTaTAP £0Ppayioev O B€6¢") (John 6:27). The adjective "age"
("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). In the Bread of Life Discourse in
John 6, Jesus described Himself as the Bread of Life. The crowds gathered
around Jesus in this passage not because of His signs, but because they ate
the physical bread He gave to them (John 6:26). Jesus taught that people
should not work for the food which destroys, but for the food which abides to
age life. In John 6:39-40, Jesus explained that age life meant that Jesus
would raise believers up on the last day, and He would lose not even one of
them. Therefore, Jesus spoke about believers into Him having "age life" and
Jesus will raise them up on the last day ("moTetwv €i¢ alTov €xn Cwhv
aiwviov, Kai avacTow autov eyw [eév] TA €oxartn nuépain) (John 6:40).
Therefore, the link to the resurrection and age life becomes explicit in John
6:40. The saints are raised up into age life in the age of the Millennial
Kingdom.

6.5 Age Life. John wrote: He who loves his soul loses it, and he who
hates his soul in this world will keep it into age life ("0 @IAQV THV Yuxnv alTod
Aa1roAAUEl aUTrV, Kai O MICWV TAV WPuxnVv autold &v T KOOUW ToUTw €ig (wnv
aiwviov @uAager autiv") (John 12:25). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov"
modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv").

6.6 Hates His Life. John wrote: He who loves his soul will lose it, and
he who hates his soul in this world will keep it to age life ("0 @IAGV TAV Yuxnv
auTo0 ATToAAUEI QUTAY, Kai O JICWV TAV WUXAV auTtol &v T KOOUW ToUTW E€ig
wnv aiwviov QuAager autAv") (John 12:25). In John 12, Jesus spoke about
age life in the context of the hour for the Son of Man to be glorified, by dying
like a grain of wheat falling into the ground and then bringing forth much fruit
(John 11:24). Jesus then spoke about serving Him and being with Him. Jesus
also spoke about the coming judgment and saving the world (John 12:47-
48). Again, the Millennial Kingdom seems in view, although in this context it
is not as clear.

6.7 Appointed. Luke wrote: When the Gentiles heard this, they were
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been
appointed to age life believed ("AkoUovta 6¢ Ta £€Bvn Exaipov kai £d6Ealov
TOV Adyov TOU Kupiou Kai émrioTeucav ool Aoav TETOYPEVO! €i¢ CWRAV
aiwviov"). (Acts 13:48). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
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"life" ("CwnVv"). As Paul preached in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch, many
Jews there rejected the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Paul moved on to the
Gentiles. As Paul preached to the Gentiles, as many as were appointed to
age life believed. In this context, | did not find a clear indication that "age life"
referred to eternal life or life into the Millennial Age. Therefore, | submit that
"age life" means life into the Millennium because of the predominant usage
elsewhere.

6.8 Grace. Paul wrote: So that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace
would reign through righteousness to age life through Jesus Christ our Lord
("iva woTtrep £Bacileucev | auapTia &v TM BavaTtw, oUTwG Kai | XapIg
BaaiAeuon O1a dikaloouvng €ic wnv aiwviov d1a Incold XpioTold 100 KUpiou
AUMOV") (Romans 5:21). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("Cwnv"). In this context, Paul spoke of death sin reigning in death. In
contrast, grace would reign through righteousness into age life through
Jesus Christ. Notice the contrast between the two reigns. Although not clear,
this contrast fits perfectly with age life referring to the Millennial Kingdom,
when the earth is restored under the Millennial Reign of Christ and believers
live resurrected in that kingdom with Jesus.

6.9 Believe. Paul wrote: Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect
patience as an example for those who would believe in Him into age life
("évdeienTal Xp1o10g 'Incolc TV atracav pakpobupiav TTpog UTTOTUTTWOIV
TV HEANOVTWYV TTIOTEUEIV €T AUTQ €ig Cwnv aiwviov") (1 Timothy 1:16). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("CwnAv"). In 1 Timothy
1:17, Paul described the King, in the context of reigning and dominion.
Although not clear, the context lends some support for into age life meaning
into the Millennial Kingdom.

6.10 Keep Yourselves. Jude wrote: Keep yourselves in love of God, waiting
the mercy of the Lord of us Jesus Christ into age life ("¢autoug év ayarn
Be00 Tnproate TTpoadexduevol TO EAeog ToU Kupiou NPV Incol XpioTtol €ig
Cwnv aiwviov") (Jude 1:21). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("Cwnv"). Notice here that the saints are waiting to receive "age life,"
indicating they do not have it yet. This future reference supports life into the
Millennial Kingdom, when He reigns as Lord and King.
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Section Seven

From the Age and Ages

7.1 Bring to Light. Paul wrote: "and to bring to light what is the

administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who
created all things ("kai QwTical [TTavTag] Tig ) oikovopia 100 puoTnpiou Tl
ATTOKEKPUMMEVOU ATTO TV aivwy €V T Be® TW TG TTAVTa KTioavTl"—notice
the preposition means moving away from being hidden) (Ephesians 3:9). In
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this context, the term "from the ages" ("amod TWv aiwvwv") clearly does not
refer to eternity, but to the period of time before God revealed the
administration of the mystery which has been hidden in God who created all
things. Therefore, the phrase "from the ages" refers to a specific period of
past time.

7.2 Hidden. Paul wrote: the mystery which has been hidden from the
ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints ("10
MUOTAPIOV TO ATTOKEKPUPMEVOV ATTO TOV QiWVWYV Kai ATTd TV YeVEQV—VOV O
£@avepwOn TOIC ayiolg auTtol"--notice preposition as moving away from
being hidden) (Colossians 1:26). In this verse, we see that the mystery has
been hidden both "from both the ages" and "from the generations." Some
people argue that certain powers rule over each age. In Ephesians 2:1-2,
Paul wrote: And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you
formerly walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of
disobedience ("Kai upag OVTaG VEKPOUG TOIG napamwpaolv Kai TG
GuapTiaic VPV, €v ai¢ TToTE ﬂsplsTraTr]oaTs Kot TOV aitva 100 KOCHOoU
TOUTOU, KaTQ TOV GpyovTa TAG £Eouaiag ToU Gépog, Tol TTveUpaTtog 1ol viv
évepvoOVTog €V TOIG uioig TA¢ atrelBeiac"). Notice the phrase "according to the
age of this world" and its relationship to "and according to the ruler of the
authority of the air" ("kata 1OV dpyxovTa TG £€ouaiag Tol aépoc”). The ruler
of this world is the devil (Matthew 9:34--év 10 Gpxovtl TV daiyoviwv
EKBAAAel TG daupodvia; John 12:31--viv kpioig éaTiv T00 KOGUOU ToUTOU, VIV
O Gpxwv T00 KOOPOu TOUTOU éKBANBRoeTal £Ew; John 16:11--repi &€
Kpioewg, 0TI O Gpxwv To0 KOOPOU TouTou KEKPITal). The devil, as the god of
this age, has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, Who is the image of God ("év oi¢
0 B6ed¢ 10U aitivog TOUTOU ETUPAWOCEV TA VOAUATA TWV ATTIOTWV €i¢ TO PN
auyaoal Tov pwTIoHOV ToU euayyeAiou TG 86ENG ToU XpioTol, 6¢ £0TIV €ikWV
100 B€00") (2 Corinthians 4:4). In 1 Corinthians 2:6, Paul wrote: Yet we do
speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this
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age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away ("2o@iav &8¢ AaAoUuev
£V TOIG TeAgioIg, gogiav &¢ oU ToU aitivog ToUTOU OUdE TWV APXOVTWV TOU
aivog ToUTOoU TV Katapyoupévwy"). Paul contrasted God's wisdom in a
mystery with wisdom not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age (suggesting
again the work of the devil and his minions). Therefore, with that background
of a spiritual ruler of the world being the devil, we may understand that the
"age of this world" and the "ruler of this world" go hand in hand. Therefore,
the phrase "hidden from the ages" refers to the ages ruled by the devil and
his slaves. So, with the next phrase focused upon "from the generations," we
know that phrase has strong Old Testament roots and describes human
generations (e.g., Genesis 9:2; Exodus 16:33; 1 Chronicles 16:15).

7.3 Age of His Prophets. Luke observed: As He spoke by the mouth
of His holy prophets from age of His prophets ("kaBwg €AdAncev did
oTOMATOG TWV Ayiwv a1’ aitivog TTpo@nTWV auTold--notice the preposition as
moving away from the prophets") (Luke 1:70). In this verse, Paul made a
more specific reference to the age of His prophets.

7.4 Holy Ones and Age of Prophets. Luke wrote: "whom heaven
must receive until period of restoration of all things about which God spoke
by the mouth of the holy ones from age of His prophets" ("ov ¢l oupavov
uév 8éEaoBar Bxpl XPOVWY ATTOKATAOTACEWS TTAVTWY OV EAGANCEV 6 BedC
316 oTOHATOC TV Ayiwv AT’ aitvog auTtol TTpopnTiV--notice the preposition
as moving away from the prophets") (Acts 3:21). Notice the phrase "the age
of restoration of all things" ("Gxplr xpévwv A&mokataoTacews TTAVIWV"),
describing a future time when all things would be restored. Paul used the
word "xpovwv" to describe that time, not "age." Paul then wrote that God has
used the mouths of the saints from the age of the prophets to describe the
time of restoration. It appears that time of restoration of all things occurs
during the Millennial Reign (Isaiah 11:7; Isaiah 65:25; see also Matthew
17:11 and Romans 8:18-22).

7.5 Known from Age. Luke wrote: SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES
THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM AGE ("Aéyel KUplog tToiv TalTa yvwoTd
atr’ aivog") (Acts 15:18). James was speaking at the Jerusalem Council
about the rebuilding of the tabernacle of David which had fallen, so that the
rest of mankind may seek the Lord and all the Gentiles who are called by His
name--quoting  Amos  9:12 ("X DHADT7D] DITX NMRY NN 1Y |JVAY

NINT NWY NIn'-DX) DRV My Xxin"). When coupled with the age of His
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prophets above, we know how God made known the restoration of all things
known through the Old Testament prophets like Amos and Isaiah, and he did
so from the age of those prophets.

109



Section Eight
Before the Age

8.1 Before the Ages. Paul wrote: but we speak God’s wisdom in a

mystery, the hidden which God predestined before the ages to our glory
("aAAG AaAolpev Beol ocogiav €v puoTnpiw TAV ATTOKEKPUUMEVNY, fV
TTPOWPICEV O BEOC TTPO TV aiwvwy €ig d6&av AuV") (1 Corinthians 2:7). As
Paul developed the revelation of God's wisdom in a mystery, he explained
that he spoke that wisdom to the mature. He also said that wisdom was not
of this age, nor the rulers of this age, who are passing away. Therefore, the
phrase "before the ages" means God had already fixed the time of revelation
of the mystery before the ages. In 1 Corinthians, Paul spoke of the rulers of
this age and the wisdom not of this age. So Paul meant that God predestined
the revelation of the mystery at the time of Paul, but God made the promise
of that revelation date before the present age with its rulers, and before other
ages. The scope of the term "ages" here certainly includes the present age,
and at least one more age, but the scope cannot be certain as to starting
point of the promise based only on this verse.
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8.2 Before Times of Ages. Paul wrote: in the hope of age life, which
God, who cannot lie, promised before times of ages ("¢’ éAMidI (wig
aiwviou, NV £TnyyeiAaTo 0 AWeudnc BedC TTPO XPOvwyV aiwviwv") (Titus 1:2).
Paul wrote about the hope of "age time." The adjective "age" (“aiwviou")
modifies the term "life" ("CwAc"). Paul also told us that people do not hope
for things already seen (Romans 8:24). Therefore, Paul was speaking of age
life as something yet future, and hoped for as yet unseen which argues
strongly against present eternal life. Regarding age life, Paul wrote that God
promised "age life" before "ages of times" ("Tpd xpovwv aiwviwv"), referring
to the passage of time over the course of multiples ages. The adjective "age"
("aiwviwv") modifies the term "time" ("xpdvwv"). Again, the starting point of
that promise cannot be pinpointed in time, except that it was before more
than one age ago, and the times associated with those ages. It seems likely
the prophets, in their age, revealed such promises, but the date God made
the promise may not be the date of revelation.
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Section Nine

The Now Age

AT
by Rts

9.1 Conformed. Paul wrote: And do not be conformed to this age, but

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. ("kai pn
ouoxnuatifeoBe TG aivi TOUTW, GAAG peTaPopPoUabe TR avakaivwaoel Tod
vOOG €i¢ TO SoKIYALeIlv UPAG Ti TO BEANUa To0 Beol, TO dyabov Kai elapeoTOoV
kai TéAelov.") (Romans 12:2). Paul revealed the command of God not to be
conformed to this age. Therefore, we know that saints may be conformed to
the age they live in, but God commands them to avoid such conformity
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because of the evils of the present age, and its evil rulers. Paul also revealed
the means for avoiding the conformity through the transformation and
renewing of your mind.

9.2 The Rich. Paul wrote: instruct those who are rich in this now age
not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on
God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. ("Toig TTAougioIg &v T(
vOv aivi tTapdyyeAAe un ownAogpoveiv unde NATTIKEVaIL ETTi TTAOUTOU
adnAoTNTI AN € Be® TW TTApPEXOVTI NIV TTAvTa  TTAOUGIWG  E€ig
amréAauaiv') (1 Timothy 6:17). Notice that the "now" ("viv") appears as an
adverb here, but functions as an adjective here modifying "age" ("aitvi").
Paul spoke about living "in the now age" ("év 1@ viv aivi"), indicating that
he viewed the world as a series of ages: past ages, now age, and future
ages. Each age has its own characteristics. For example the now age has
rich people, but they must not fix their hope upon such riches, but on God,
who provides the riches for present enjoyment. Paul also revealed we "in"
("év") the now age, and look forward to future ages, which we are not in the
now age. Therefore, we know ages follow one another, and things change
with each age, according to that particular age's characteristics and God's
sovereign plans for each age.

9.3 The Now Age. Paul wrote: for Demas, having loved this present
age, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus
to Dalmatia ("Anudg yap pe EykatéATmev ayatioag Tov vOv aidva Kai
£TTopelBN €ig @caoaloviknv, Kpnokng €ig MaAariav, Titog €i¢ AaAuaTtiav") (2
Timothy 4:10). The phrase "the now age" described the current age, with its
rulers and temptations. Paul certainly implied that loving this now age caused
Demas to stumble. Paul described the present age as evil (Galatians 1:4).

9.4 To Live. Paul wrote: instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the now
age ("maidelouoca AuAGC, iva apvnoduevol TRV AgEPRElaV Kai TG KOTMIKAG
EmMOUPiac ocwepovwe kai OIKaiwg kai €UoefWC CHowuev €v T ViV
aivl,") (Titus 2:12). Notice that the "now" ("viv") appears as an adverb
here, but functions as an adjective here modifying "age" ("aicwwvi"). Paul
revealed that living "in the now age" ("év 1@ vOv aitvi") means that believers
need instruction about righteous living in the now age.

9.5 Wise in This Age. Paul wrote: Let no man deceive himself. If any
man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish,
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so that he may become wise. ("Mndeig eautov £€QTTATATW: € TIG DOKET COPOG
gival év Upiv év T aivi TouTw, JwpoS yevéoBw, fva yévntalr copdc.") (1
Corinthians 3:18). Paul continued his warnings about the life in this now age
with a command: Let no man deceive himself. In this case, self-deception
occurs when a man thinks himself wise in this age. The remedy is to become
foolish according to this age, so that he may become wise with God's
wisdom, which comes down from above, and is not the wisdom of this world,
which is earthly, natural and demonic (James 3:15).
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Section Ten

The Coming Age

10.1 The Coming Age. The New Testament provided insight into "the

age to come" using various Greek phrases. Those phrases expand our
understanding of the terms "age" and "ages" in the New Testament.
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10.2 Blasphemy against The Holy Spirit. Matthew wrote: Whoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever
speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age
or in the age to come ("kai 0¢ £dwv €itrn Adyov katd 100 Uiol Tol avBpwTrou,
agedroeTal auT®: 0¢ & av €imn kata ToU TveUpaTtog Tol ayiou, OukK
agednaeTal auT® oUTe £v TOUTW TW aitvi o0Te €v T YéEAAovTI") (Matthew
12:32).Jesus warned that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be
forgiven in the present age nor in the age to come ("oUk ageBRoeTal AUTW
o0Te &v TOUTW TW aitvi oUTE £v T PEAAOVTI ") (Matthew 12:32). The context
indicates that people were attributing the works of Jesus to the devil.
Therefore, when people reject Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit in
drawing people to Jesus as Savior, they have committed the sin of
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Such sin without repentance and
salvation cannot be forgiven in this the age ("év ToUTWw TW @itvi ") nor in the
coming age ("o0Te &v T péANovTI").

10.3_Everyone. Matthew wrote: And everyone who has left houses or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s
sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. ("kai é¢
00TIG APfKev oikiag 1| adeAQoUC 1 adeAQAC A TTaTépa R unTépa N TéKva A
Aypoug &vekev To0 OVOUOTOG Mou, EkaTovTatrAaciova AfuyeTal Kai {whnv
aiwviov kKAnpovounael") (Matthew 19:29). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). In Matthew 19:28, we know that when Jesus
will sit on His glorious throne, the disciples will sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. This judgment will take place in the regeneration
("év TR TrTahiyyeveaia'--see Titus 3:5 for the washing of regeneration, which is
a requirement to enter age life). Believers shall receive their inheritance of
age life and shall simultaneously have age life in the Millennial Kingdom.
Because age life will be received in the future age, it does not seem to fit the
meaning of eternal life now.

10.4 Hundred Times. Mark wrote: but that he will receive a hundred
times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to
come, age life ("¢av pn AGPn ékatovratmmAaciova viv é&v T Kalp® TOUTW
oiKiag Kai AdeAPOUC Kai AdEAQAC Kai YNTEPAG Kai TEKVA Kai Aypoug HETA
SIWYHQV, Kai &v T aivi TR Epxopévw (wnv aiwviov") Mark 10:30). The
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adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). Like Matthew,
Mark recorded promises of reward (a hundred times as much) and
persecutions in the present age, but also age life, refencing life in the age to
come. Because age life will be received in the future age, it does not seem
to fit the meaning of eternal life now.

10.5 _Age Life. Luke wrote: Who will not receive many times as much
at this time and in the age to come, eternal life?” ("0¢ ouxi pnf [GTTO]AGRN
TToAAaTTAagiova €v T Kalp® TOUTWw Kai &v TG aivi TW £pXOMEVW Cwnv
aiwviov;") (Luke 18:30). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("CwnVv"). Like the other synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke),
Luke recorded the promise of inheriting age life, which Matthew and Mark
specify as life in the coming age.

10.6 Worthy. Luke wrote: Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age
marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered worthy to
attain to that age and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are
given in marriage ("kai &iTev auToic 6 Inoolc:- oi uiol To0 aiGvog ToUTou
yapoUdaolv kai yapiokovTal, oi 0¢ katalwbévteg ToU aitdvog EKEIVOU TUXEIV Kal
TAG avaoTaoewd THG K vekpWV oUTe yapoUalv oUTte yauiCovtal") (Luke 20:34-
35). Jesus explained that the sons of this age marry and are given in
marriage, but the ones considered worthy to attain to that age and the
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are giving in marriage. Notice
"that age" refers to the time of resurrection, meaning a future age.

10.7 Supremely Exalted Jesus. Paul wrote: which He brought about
in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenlies, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
one to come. ("Hv évrpynoev &v T XpIoTQ £yEipag auTOV €K VEKPWV Kai
KaBicag €v de€Id auTol &v TOIG €TToupaviolg UTrepdvw TTAONG APXAG Kali
£¢ouaiag Kai SUVANEWS Kai KUpIOTNTOG Kai TTavTOg OVOUaTOS Ovopalouévou,
oU pévov €v T( aitvi TOUTW GAAG Kai v T péENAovTI-") (Ephesians 1:20-21)
Paul described God's extreme power demonstrated by raising Christ from
the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies. Therefore,
Christ was exalted in the present age above all rule and authority and power
and lordships and all names which are named, and remains so exalted into
the coming age. The continuity of Christ's exaltation remains the same, while
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many other things change in the coming age, with all earthly rule, authority
and power and lordship changed on earth in the coming age.

10.8 Tasted the Word and Powers. Hebrews provides: For in the
case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the
heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come ("Aduvartov
yap TOUG amag ewTioBévTag, yeuoauévoug Te THG dwpedc TAG EToupaviou
Kai YETOXOUG yevnBévTag TTveUUATOG ayiou Kai KaAOv yeucapévoug Beol
pRApa duvapelg Te péANovTog aitvog") (Hebrews 6:5). In this passage, some
people have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come.
Therefore we know that the coming age will be characterized by the active
power of the word of God in the lives of saints, but that same power is at
work in the lives of believers today, and some unbelievers also receive a
taste of such powers today (see Hebrews 6). No doubt believers have eternal
life because passages like Revelation 22:5 describe believers as shining in
the New Jerusalem for the ages of the ages, just like God has life to the ages
of the ages.
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Section Eleven

Out of the Age and Ages

11.1 Out of the Age. John wrote: "Out of the age not has been heard

that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind" ("ék 100 ai®dvog oUk
AKOUGON OTI AVEWEEV TIC OPOBaAuOUC TUPAOD yeyevvnuévou™) (John 9:32).
When Jesus healed man born blind, people admitted that "out of the age"
("ék 100 aivog ") it has not been heard of such a healing of a man born
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blind. Therefore, we know that the phrase "out of the age" apparently refers
to all the ages, including the present age, when people lived on earth. In the
alternative, it may simply reference the present age.

11.2 Qut of This Present Evil Age. Paul wrote: Who gave Himself for
our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to
the will of our God and Father, to Whom be the glory forevermore. Amen
("1o0 &6VTOG £QUTOV UTTEP TV AUAPTIOV ANV, OTTWG £EEANTaI NUAG €K TOD
aiovog 100 €veoTTog TovnpoU Katd 1O BéAnua 100 Be0l Kai TTATPOG
nuWV") (Galatians 1:4). Notice God characterized the present age as evil.
Paul selected the phrase: "the present evil." The term
"eéveoTWTOC" describes the present age (see Romans 8:38 and Colossians
3:22 where Paul spoke of present things). This stands in contrast to the now
age, referring not to things, but to the now age itself. So, when Paul said
"now evil age," he was focusing upon the evil things in the now age. God the
Father did not remove saints from this physical age, but transferred the saints
out of the dominion of the evil one and into the kingdom of His beloved Son
(Colossians 1:13-14).
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Section Twelve

Into Day Age

12.1 Day of Age. Peter wrote: but grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him the glory, both now and into the
day of age. Amen. ("augavete O€ &v XapITI Kai yvwaoel To0 Kupiou AUV Kai
owTpog ‘Incol Xpiotol. aut® f d6&a kai viv Kai €ic AUépav aitvoc") (2
Peter 3:18). Peter described the present age as "now" and then described
the future as "into day age." The term "day" appears frequently on the
prophetic calendar of God, and frequently refers to the day of the Millennial
Reign of Christ (e.g., Jeremiah 46:10; Ezekiel 29:21, 30:3; Joel 2:31, 3:14;
Amos 5:8; Obadiah 1:15; Zechariah 14:3; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 1 Thessalonians
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5:2). In this context, the day age seems to refer to the Millennial Reign of
Christ.
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Section Thirteen

Age Life

13.1 Translations. Many translations equate the term "Cwnyv aiwviov"
with eternal life. In some verses they translate "aiwviov" as age, but then say
it means eternal when applied to life. As you read the verses below, ask
yourself if the context suggests eternity, or is the promise more about a
specific age and life therein. | am not suggesting saints do not have eternal
life, for all saints surely do. Likewise, the unsaved wicked suffer for eternity.
| am also not denying that a single word may have a broad semantic range,
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but context must decide the meaning. The grammar also makes a difference
here. The term "CwnAv" is a noun and the term "aiwviov" is an adjective.
Therefore, the adjective "age" modifies the noun "life."

13.2 A Man Ran. Mark wrote: As He was setting out on a journey, a
man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher,
what shall | do to inherit age life?” ("Kai éktropeuopévou autold €ic 0dOV
TTPOOOPAPWV EIC KOI YOVUTTETACAC aUTOV ETTNPWTA aUTOV: BIBACKOAE AyaBE,
Ti ToInow iva Cwnyv aiwviov kKAnpovounow") (Mark 10:17). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). In this case, the man
asked about doing future works to inherit age life in the future. This term
"inherit" meant to receive at the death of something, referring to be a
beneficiary of some bequest. In this context, the man wanted to know how
he "may inherit" ("kAnpovounow"--future active indicative--) age life ("Cwnv
aiwviov"). The man wanted to know what he must do in the future ("Troijow"-
-aorist participle) so that in the future he would inherit age life (see 1
Corinthians 6:9 and Galatians 5:21 on the saints inheriting the kingdom of
God). Jesus also spoke about doing things now so one would be considered
worthy to have life in the age to come, and be resurrected to live in that age
in the Kingdom of God (Luke 20:35; Mathew 22:8). Therefore, the idea of
inheriting age life connected with the concept of resurrection to life seems to
indicate the Millennial Kingdom is in view, just as Jesus discussed the
Kingdom of God in the immediate context (Mark 10:23-31), with an emphasis
upon receiving an inheritance both now and in the age to come, age life
(Mark 10:30). Therefore, eternal life does not fit the context very well here,
but the concept of life in the coming age and resurrection to life fits very well
(John 5:29).

13.2.3 Ruler. Mark wrote: A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good
Teacher, what shall | do to inherit age life” ("Kai éTnpwtnaév TiIg auTdv dpxwv
Aéywv- diddokaAe ayaBé, Ti TToinoag (wrv aiwviov kKAnpovounow") ( Luke
18:18). See the remarks above about Mark 10:17.

13.3 Do To Inherit. Luke wrote: And behold a certain lawyer stood up
and tempted Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit age life?” ("Kai
iDOU VOUIKOG TIC AvéaTn EKTTEIPAlWY auTOV Aéywv- OI0ACKAAE, Ti TTOINOAG
(wnyv aiwviov kKAnpovounow") (Luke 10:25). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the term "life" ("Cwrv"). Just as the ruler questioned Jesus about
inheriting age life, so also a lawyer. When the lawyer said he had kept the
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commandments and questioned who was his neighbor, Jesus told the lawyer
the story of the Good Samaritan. In light of the other passages described
above about inheriting age life in the kingdom of God, translating the phrase
here as eternal life does not seem as accurate as age life, referring to the
Millennial Kingdom in the next age.

13.4 1 Give. John wrote: and | give age life to them, and they will never
perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand ("kayw didwui auToig
(wnyv aiwviov Kai ou un atmréAwvTal €i¢ TOV aitva Kai oux aptracel TIC auTd
€K TAG Xxe1po6¢ pou") (John 10:28). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies
the term "life" ("Cwnv"). Jesus said that He gives age life to His sheep and
they will not be destroyed. Because of the verses above dealing with age life,
it seems that Jesus promised here that He would shepherd His flock through
the present age and then they would be safe into the Millennial Kingdom,
because they have age life and both Jesus and His Father protect them so
that they reach the Millennial Kingdom. Compare the use of "apméaoel" here
with the devil plucking the gospel out of the people who only hear the Gospel
of Jesus Christ (see The Kingdom of Heaven Suffers Violence, but do not
understand it or believe it (Luke 16:16) and with Jesus coming to plucking
believers out of the world (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

13.5 | Know. Jesus wrote: | know that His command is age life ("kai
oida 6T 1) &vToAf auTold Jwh ailvidg éomiv') (John 12:50). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwn"). In some cases, the phrase
eternal life makes a nice sounding translation of "age life" In this context,
however, Jesus has been speaking of the last day and being judged by the
words Jesus spoke. Therefore, in the context of judgment and the last day,
the context favors the translation "age life," meaning life in the Millennial
Kingdom, when people will be judged about entering the Millennial Kingdom.

13.6 Authority. John wrote: You gave Him authority over all flesh, that
to all whom You have given Him, He may give to them age life ("kaBwg
EOWKOG auT® £Eouaiav TTaloNG oapkog, iva Tav 0 0EdwkKaAG auT® dwon
auToi¢ Cwnyv aiwviov") (John 17:2). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies
the term "life" ("Cwnv"). Jesus said the Father gave Him authority over all
flesh, and so to all the ones given to Him by the Father, He may give them
age life. In this context, age life refers to the future time when they will be
with Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom, although this passage emphasizes
Jesus work on earth concluding, but praying that the Father will continue to
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keep them from the evil one, while they remain in the world, but not of the
world. Jesus did emphasize that He has the authority to give them age life,
which apparently remained future, as signified by the verb "He may give"
("dwon"--aorist active subjunctive) in contrast to the action of the Father who
gave ("€dwkag"--aorist active indicative) them to the Son and the action of
the Father having given them to the Son ("d&édwkac"--perfect active
indicative). Although the subjunctive mood is not dispositive here, it suggests
a potential event, in contrast to the completed acts described with the aorist
active and perfect active verbs.

13.7 Age Life Defined. John wrote: This is the age life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom you have sent ("auTtn
O€ £0TIV I aiwvIog Cwn iva YIVWOKWOIV o€ TOV uévov aAnBivov Bedv kai ov
améoTelhag Incolv Xpiotov") (John 17:3). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the term "life" ("Cwn"). Jesus spoke about the age being life,
apparently referring to the present age. The Greek construction here places
the article before the adjective (age) followed by noun (life). This construction
differs from the usual construction "age life" because it has the article. In this
case, however, Jesus is not contradicting the usual phrase "age life," but
emphasizing what life in any age consists of, namely know God the Father,
the only true God and Jesus Christ, Whom the Father sent.

13.8 Unworthy. Luke wrote: Since you judge yourselves unworthy of
the age life, behold, we are turning to the gentiles ("&émmeidn dmwOeiobe auTov
Kai oUK aioug KpiveTe €auToug TAG aiwviou {wig, idoU oTpe@dueba eic Ta
£0vn") (Acts 13:46). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the term "life"
("Cwiic"). Paul spoke to Jews in Pisidian Antioch who rejected the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and so Paul turned to the gentiles who were eager to hear
about Jesus. In that context, we see a similar construction to John 17:3. Paul
described "the of age life" ("Tfii¢ aiwviou wAc"--genitive article followed by
genitive adjective followed by genitive noun) so that the adjective modifies
life. Therefore, this construction supports the view that age life frequently
references life in the Millennial Kingdom.

13.9 Appointed. Luke wrote: When the Gentiles heard this, rejoicing
and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed into
age life believed. ("AkoUovTa 8¢ T& £€Bvn Exaipov kai €66¢alov 1OV Adyov Tol
Kupiou Kai émioTeuoav Gool Aoav Tetaypévol gic LwhAv aiwviov:") (Acts
13:48). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv").
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Based upon other usage, the best translation may be life in the Millennial
Kingdom.

13.10 Perseverance. Paul wrote: to those who by perseverance in
doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, age life ("Toi¢ pyév ka®’
UtTodovAv €pyou ayaBol 06&av kai TiuAv Kai aeBapaiav {nToloiv {wnv
aiwviov,") (Romans 2:7). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("Cwnv"). With the link to honor and immortality, age life seems
appropriate here, in light of other usage. The context of Romans 2 concerns
judgment and the statement that God will render to each person according
to their deeds. The outcomes include either age life or wrath and indignation.
Therefore, the meaning of age life seems connected with the Millennial
Kingdom, and the time of judgment.

13.11 Outcome. Paul wrote: But now having been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the
outcome, age life ("vuvi 8¢ EAeuBepwBEivTEC ATTO TAG GUAPTIAG DOUAWBEVTES
O¢ T BeW EXETE TOV KAPTTOV UPMV €ig aylaouov, 10 8¢ TEAOG Cwnv aiwviov")
(Romans 6:22). In this context, Paul contrasted the outcome of death with
the outcome of age life. This age life seems to be the product of
sanctification, which seems inconsistent with present eternal life. The
translation makes more sense to me to describe outcomes of death and age
life, referring to life in the Millennial Reign of Christ.

13.12 Free Gift of God. Paul wrote: For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of the God is age life in Christ Jesus our Lord ("1a yap opwvia
TAG apapTiag Bavartog, 10 6¢ Xapiopa 100 60l wr) aiwviog £v XploT® Incol
T Kupiw AUV") (Romans 6:23). The adjective "age" ("aiwviog") modifies
the term "life" ("Cwn"). In this context of the free gift of the Lord Jesus Christ,
eternal life was certainly promised as a free gift to all believers, but here the
idea of age life also fits the context of the contrasting outcomes of death and
age life.

13.13 Reap. Paul wrote: For the one who sows to his own flesh will
reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
age life ("0T1 0 oTrEipwV €i¢ TAV g@pka £auTtol £k TAG oapkog Bepioel pBopayv,
o0 0¢ omreipwyv €i¢ 10 Trvelua €k 10U TIveUuaTog Bepioel Cwhyv aiwviov")
(Galatians 6:8). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life"
("Cwnv"). In this context of sowing and reaping, the one who sows to the
Spirit will reap age life. The phrase we will reap in one's own time ("kaip®
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yap idiw Bepicouev"), if we do not grow weary. Although this reference could
be to eternal life, the life described is in the future, but may come in one's
lifetime. But true age life comes in the Millennial Kingdom for all the weary
who come to Jesus and find rest for their souls.

13.14 Take Hold. Paul wrote: Fight the good fight of faith, take hold of
age life to which you were called, and you made confession in the presence
of many witnesses ("aywvifou TOv KaAov ayva TAG TTioTewg, EMAaBOU TAG
aiwviou Cwig, €ic Nv €KANBNG kai wuoAdynoag TAV KaARV OpoAoyiav
Evwmiov  TTOAAQV  papTUpwv") (1 Timothy 6:12). The adjective
("aiwviou") modifies the term "life" ("CwAc"). The genitives here describe the
object of the verb. In this case, eternal life makes sense because of the
reference to taking hold of that life right away. Yet, just as one may take hold
of eternal life now, so also one may take hold of age life, referring to the kind
of life one will live in the Millennial Kingdom.

13.15 Justified. Paul wrote: So that being justified by His grace we
would be made heirs according to the hope of age life ("va dikaiwBEévTeg TH
Ekeivou xapITi KAnpovouol yevnBwuev Kat éATida (whic aiwviou") (Titus
3:7). The adjective ("aiwviou") modifies the term "life" ("CwiAc"). In this verse
the future lies in view, with saints made heirs according to the hope of age
life. Here the age life remains the object of hope and unseen (see Romans
8:24) and fits well with age life referring to the future Millennial Reign.

13.16 Manifested To Us. John wrote: We have seen and proclaim to
you the age life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us (" kai
EWPAKAUEV Kai papTupolpev Kai atrayyEAAOUEV UMV TAV CwhV TAV aiwviov
AT AV TTPOC TOV TTaTéPa Kai £pavepwdn AUiv") (1 John 1:2). The adjective
("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv ") and stands in the attributive
position. In this context, the phrase means that the apostles saw Jesus
firsthand, and the age life was with Father and was manifested to them (see
John 17:3). In this case, eternal life fits the context, but so does age life, with
a foretaste of the Millennial Reign of Christ with His presence among the
saints.

13.17 The Promise. John wrote: This is the promise which He Himself
made to us: the age life ("kai alTtn €oTiv ) émayyeAia v alTog ETTNYYEiAaTO
AUiv, TAv Cwhnv TV aiwviov") (1 John 2:25). The adjective
("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv ") and stands in the attributive
position. Jesus promised eternal life, and that promise sounds future. If so,
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then it supports the translation age life, with a view towards life in the age of
the Millennial Kingdom. The context in 1 John 2:28 specifically references
the Millennial Kingdom with the phrase when He appears. Otherwise, the
translation eternal life has merit.

13.18 Testimony. John wrote: This is the testimony, that the God has
given to us, age life, and this life is in His Son. ("aUTtn €oTiv 1| paptupia, OTI
(wnv aiwviov EdwWKEeV AUV 0 BedG, kai alTn f {wn £v T Ui auTold omiv") (1
John 5:11). Here without the article, the adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies
the noun "life" ("Cwnyv ").The age life here has two characteristics. First, God
has given age life to us, and it does not seem to be future gift here, but a
present gift. Second, the age life is in His Son. Eternal life may be a good
translation here because to have the Son is to have life, because that life is
in the Son. In the alternative, because the age life is a present gift, and only
the life is in Jesus (notice the word "age" was dropped), it could refer to the
promise of age life realized in Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom. 1 John 5:12
provides further proof that if you have Jesus, you have life. Likewise, 1 John
5:13 shows that John wrote that we might know we have age life, because
we believe in the name of the Son of God. Therefore, taking the verses
together, this passage supports the translation eternal life. In the alternative,
age life also fits the context.

13.19 In the Truth. John wrote: We are in the truth, in the Son of Him
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and age life (€ouév é&v T GANBIVQ, £V TR
UiG) auTol Inood XpIoT®. oUTAC 0TIV 6 GANBIVOC BedC Kai {wh aiwviog.") (1
John 5:20). The adjective "age" ("aiwvioc") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwn").
In this context, Jesus Christ is the true God and age life. As above, eternal
life may be a good translation here, because age life is in Jesus Christ, and
we have Him now. Age life in many other passages seems to speak of a
future age, the Millennial Kingdom.
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Section Fourteen

Has Age Life

14.1 Someone. Matthew wrote: And someone came to Him and said,
“Teacher, what good thing shall | do that | may obtain age life?” ("Kai idou
€ic TTPooeABRIV aUTM €iTev: BISACKAAE, Ti AyaBdV TToIow va ox® whv
aiwviov;") (Matthew 19:16). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the
noun "life" ("CwnVv"). In this context, someone asked Jesus about the works
necessary to obtain age life. Because the Bible recorded the very words of
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Jesus (John 14:26--see the Theology of Bible Translations), we know people
were seeking "age life" ("Cwnv aiwviov"). Of course, not to beg the question,
what did that term age age life? Did it mean here eternal life, or life in the
age to come? In Matthew 19:23 and following, Jesus talked about rich people
entering the kingdom of heaven, which includes the Millennial Kingdom.
People are not good, and only God is good. Therefore, it is impossible for
people to work their way into heaven. With God, however, all things are
possible. Therefore, we know that people were seeking age life, and Jesus
discussed age life in the context of the kingdom of heaven. The term "obtain"
("oxw"--aorist subjunctive) means may have. Jesus also spoke about the
sons of this age in contrast to those of this coming age and the resurrection
of the dead. Therefore, people thought about what they had to do during their
present life to be considered worthy to have life in the age to come, and be
resurrected to live in that age in the Kingdom of God (Luke 20:35; Mathew
22:8).

14.2 Believes. John wrote: As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever
believes will in Him have age life (John 3:14-25 ("Kai kaBw¢ Mwuoig
Upwaoev TOV O0QIV €V TH £€prPw, oUTWS UWwBRval Ol TOV Uidv ToU avBpwTTou,
iva g 6 moTtelwyv &v alT® €xn C(wnv aiwviov") (John 3:14-15). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). In this context,
Jesus was speaking about earthly and heavenly things, including the
judgment. While "eternal life" may be a fine translation here, the other uses
of "age" ("aiwviov") suggest that Jesus may have been focusing upon
believers who may have ("éxn"--present active subjunctive) age life now, in
the present age and the coming age by implication.

14.3 Not Perish. John wrote: For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have age life. ("ioUTwg yap AyYamnoev 6 B0 TOV KOOUOV, WATE TOV UIdV TOV
povoyevi EdwkKev, iva TTaG O ToTeUWY €ig aUTOV PR atréAnTal GAN £xn Cwnv
aiwviov") (John 3:16). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life"
("Cwnv"). The verb "have" occurs in the subjunctive mood, active voice,
present tense. In this context, Jesus spoke about deliverance from judgment
and destruction. Notice the phrase "not perish" ("un améAntar'--negative
plus aorist middle subjunctive--see Afterlife for the use of the term
"destroyed.") In this case, the text concerns faith in Jesus as Savior.
Whoever does not believe in Him has been judged already, because he has
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not believed in the name of the only unique Son of God. The judgment is that
the Light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than the
Light, for their deeds were evil. Jesus came to give His life so that believers
may have age life. Because the judgment here has already been rendered,
but the perishing remains future, strong arguments could be made for eternal
life, or the alternative, age life. Because of the term destruction used so often
in terms of the destruction of souls in the afterlife, and the subjunctive "may
have," and the adjectival use of "age," the text favors age life here, but either
translation fits the context.

14.3 Believes in the Son. John wrote: He who believes in the Son has
age life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of
God abides on him. ("6 moTelwv €i¢ TOV Uidv Exel CwNV aiwviov: 0 O¢
aTTeEIBV TM Ui oUK dweTal Cwryv, AN 1 opyr 100 B0l pével €T alToV")
(John 3:36). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv").
John linked present faith in the Son with having present age life. Notice,
however, that the next phrase "shall not see life" looks to the future and the
disobedient will not see life. Therefore, we have strong evidence that the
phrase "age life" refers to a future age of life, the Millennial Kingdom. The life
they will see in the future is life with King Jesus in His kingdom come to earth.

14.4 Does Not Come into Judgment. John wrote: Truly, truly, | say
to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has age life,
and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into
life.("AuAv auAv Aéyw UWiv 0TI O TOV AGyov Pou akoUwv Kai ToTeElwV TR
TTEPWavTi Ye £xel Cwnyv aiwviov Kai €ig kpiolv ouk Epxetal”) (John 5:24). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("CwnAv"). John explained
two resurrections here: the righteous come forth to a resurrection of life, and
the wicked come forth to a resurrection of judgment. In this context of
resurrection, "age life" makes sense because the time of resurrection and
kind of resurrection dominate the passage, and believers come forth to the
resurrection of life, which describes life in the Millennial Reign of Christ on
earth. The Clouds Resurrection of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 shows that the
resurrection may occur seven years before Jesus sets foot on earth, but the
resurrected saints return with Jesus to reign with Him on earth (2 Timothy
2:1; Revelation 20:6).

14.5 Search the Scriptures. Jesus said: You search the Scriptures
because you think that in them you have age life; it is these that testify about
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Me ("¢pauvare TaC yPaPAag, OTI UMEIG OOKEITE £V aUTAIG CWNV aiwvIov EXEIV:
Kai EKeivai €ioiv ai paptupolaoal repi €pod”) (John 5:39). The adjective "age”
("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("CwnVv"). In this context, Jesus explained
that Moses will accuse them before God the Father (John 5:45-47).
Therefore, while the Jews search the Law of Moses, thinking they have life
by obedience to that Law, in fact, Moses will accuse them of unbelief in the
Son of God seated right before them. The translation "age life" fits well with
the context of future trial with witnesses and judgment to follow. Those things
will take place in the future (probably the Great White Throne Judgment).
Even so, Jesus reveals to unbelievers trusting in the Law of Moses that they
are unwilling to come to the Son of God so that they may have life. If they
would believe now, they would have life now and avoid future judgement.
Instead of being resurrected to judgment, they will not come into judgment
because of faith in Jesus, and so would go to a resurrection of life. Based
the context of judgment, age life seems the best translation, but eternal life
cannot be ruled out here.

14.6 Believes in Him. John wrote: For this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him has age life, and |
Myself will raise him up on the last day ("to0T10 yap €oTiv 10 8éAnua 100
TTaTPOG Yo, iva TTa¢ O Bewpv TOV UIOV Kai TToTelwV €i¢ auTov £xn Cwhv
aiwviov, Kai avacTiow auTov &yw [Ev] TH €oxatn nuépa"). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwrv"). Jesus said that everyone
who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have age life and | Myself will
raise him up on the last day (John 6:40). Several parts of this verse provide
insight into John's use of "age life." First, John described "age life" as a
present reality, "have" ("€xn--present active subjunctive--tied to the will of the
God the Father"). Second, John linked that present reality with two present
active participles, beholding and believing. The force of the construction is
that believers have age life now. Third, John joined that present reality with
the benefit of being raised up on the last day by Jesus Himself (the
resurrection to life in the Millennial Kingdom). Therefore, the translation of
age life fits the context well, although eternal life cannot be ruled out.

14.7 He Who Believes. Jesus promised: Truly, truly | say to you, he
who believes has age life ("Aunv aunv Aéyw Upiv, 6 moTelwv Exel Cwhv
aiwviov") (John 6:47). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life"
("CwnVv"). Jesus explained that he who believers ("he who believes"--present
active participle) has ("€xel"--present active indicative) age life. Because of
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the context connecting age life to being resurrected on the last day, the
translation of "age life" fits the context well.

14.8 My Flesh and My Blood. John wrote: He who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has age life and | will raise him up on the last day ("0 Tpwywv
Hou TAV OApKa Kai Tivwv pou T aipa éxel {whv ailviov, Kayw avacTiow
autov TH €oxarn nuépa") (John 6:54). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). Jesus directly connected "age life" with
being raised up on the last day. Therefore, because of the connection
between age life and resurrection on the last day, the translation "age life"
fits the context well.

14.9 Words of Life. John wrote: Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have words of age life ("amekpion aluT® Zipwv
MéTpog- KUplE, TTPOG Tiva atreAeuadueda; pripata {wig aiwviou £xelc") (John
6:68). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). In this
verse, Peter said that "You have" ("€xeig") the words of "age life." Because
of the context here about resurrection on the las day, the translation "age
life" fits well here.

14.10 In_Him Abiding. John wrote: You know that no murderer has
age life in him abiding ("oidate OTI TMAG AVOPWTITOKTOVOG OUK Exel {whV
aiwviov &v aUT® pévouoav") (1 John 3:15). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). John explained that no murderer has ("Exel
"--present active indicative) age life in him abiding ("névouocav"--present
active participle). This verse shows that believers have age life now, but
unbelievers do not have age life now. The verb and participle are present
tense, conveying the present lack of age life. The context here supports the
translation "eternal life," but other uses of the same phrase by the same
writer cannot rule out "age life."

14.11 You May Know. John wrote: These things | have written to, that
you may know that age life you have, to those who believe in the name of
the Son of God ("TalTa &ypawa UiV, iva €idfTe OTI (WY EXETE AiWVIOV, TOIG
ToTeloUOIV €ig TO dvoua 1ol uiod To0 Bg00") (1 John 5:13). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). This construction
describes the kind of life, with the adjective "age" ("aiwviov"). The verb "you
have ( £xeTe --present active indicative) separates the accusative noun "life"
from the accusative adjective "age." Taking the context and other matters
into consideration, the translation of "eternal life" fits here, but the translation
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"age life" also fits well by emphasizing the life believers have in the Millennial
Age. John emphasized the present knowledge of age life.
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Section Fifteen

Temporary Things Seen and Age Things Not Seen

15.1 Look Not. Paul wrote: while we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are age ("uf okoTTOUVTWV AUV
Ta BAETTOMEVA GAAG TG ) BAeTTOPEVA: TA YapP PAeTTOMEVA TTPOCKAIPA, TO OE
un BAemropeva aiwvia™) (2 Corinthians 4:18). Paul contrasted "temporal"
("mmpbéokaipa”) things with "age" ("aiwvia") things. The term "temporal"
("rrpookaipa”) only occurs here in the New Testament. The prepositional
term "mpdokaipa" makes a difference here. In this context, the preposition
"pros" ("mrp6c”) is joined with the term "kaira" ("kaipa") to form "mrpdokaipa.”
The preposition "pros" means to the border of something. | like to use the
illustration of a bucket filled with water. If you only move your hand "pros" to
the bucket, you never touched the water inside. If you moved your hand "eis"
to the bucket, your hand got wet, because you went inside the bucket. So,
recall all the phrases above using the "eis" construction about into the age,
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or into the ages, or into the ages of the ages. The movement is into the ages,
and your hand got wet. Now consider the term "rpookaipa.” Although it is
not always accurate to assume that the preposition always retains its
meaning when joined to a noun, it makes sense here to keep the meaning.
Similar terms occur in three other passages: (a) Matthew wrote: yet he has
no root in himself, but is temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he falls away ("oUk £xel 8¢ piCav &v EQUTQ
AAAG TTPOOKaIPOG £0TIV, yevouévng O€ BAiwews N diwypold did TOV Adyov
g0OU¢ okavdaAiCetal") (Matthew 13:21); (b) Mark wrote: "they have no root
in themselves, but are temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately they fall away ("kai oUk €xouaiv pifav &v
¢auToic GAAG TTPOoKaIpoi giolv, eita yevopévng BAIWewe A Siwypod did TOV
Aéyov €uBucg okavdaAifovtal") (Mark 4:17); and (c) in Hebrews 11:25, we
read: choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to
enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin ("H@AAOV EAOUEVOG GUYKAKOUXEIOBAI TG
Aa@® 100 Beol N TrpdoKalipov Exelv apapTiag amméAauciv”). In those three
passages, we see "pros" joined to the the word for "time" ("kaipdg"). Jesus
helped us understand the concept of "kairos." Jesus said that "“My time is
not yet here, but your time is always ready). ("0 kaipd¢ 6 £uOG oUTTW
TTAPEaTIV, O O& KaIPOG O UNETEPOG TTAVTOTE £0TIV £TOINOC") (John 7:7--see
Matthew 22:8 and Luke 22:33 for the term "ready."), Therefore, the term
"kairos" describes a time of decision and opportunity, which stands in
contrast to another term "chronos" ("xp6vog") used to describe the normal
passage of time (Luke 8:27; John 14:9; Acts 1:21). A good illustration of
"chronos" time is found in Mark 9:21: “How long has this been happening to
him?” And he said, “From childhood" ("kai é&TnpwTtnoev 1OV TTaTépa auTol-
TTG00C XPOVOC £0TIV (WS TOUTO yEyovey auT®; O B¢ itrev- €K TTaudI60ev") (Mark
9:21). The time at issue has been since childhood. So, the main point here
is that when Paul chose the word "to the time of opportunity” ("Trpéokaipa®),
we understand that he was not talking about normal time, but special spiritual
time. Therefore, the translation of things seen are "to time of opportunity
things" and stand in contrast with unseen "age" things. The opportunity to
choose eternal life exists on earth, during one's lifetime on earth. Therefore
we know that temporary time used in Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17 and
Hebrews 11:25 not only means earthly time, but a special earthly time to
decide before it is too late. So the term "temporary" in those verses means
more than just a limited time period, but a time period with an opportunity to
make an important decision regarding eternal life. Likewise in Hebrews
11:25, the "temporary pleasures of sin" come at the expense to the time to
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live for Jesus doing His will and enjoying eternal life in Him. With all that
background, Paul meant that the things we see are not going to last to the
age, but they are important times to make decisions while we live on earth.
In contrast, we do not see the age things, but they concern a time apart from
the things we see on earth during our normal lives. The contrast is between
qualities (earthly and age) to time and quantities (lifetime on earth and
marked periods of spiritual time) of time in 2 Corinthians 4:18.
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Section Sixteen

Age as a Specific Period of Time

16.1 Specific Time. The New Testament writers also mentioned

specific periods of time related to the term "age."

16.2 House of Jacob. Luke wrote: He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob to the age, and His
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kingdom will have no end ("oUtoc¢ éoTal puéyac Kai uidg UwioTou KAnBRoETal
Kai dwael auT® KUpIog O Bedg TOV Bpdvov Aauid 1ol TTaTpOg auTod, Kai
BaoiAeUoel £1Ti TOV oikov Tak®B €i¢ ToUg aidvag kai TA¢ BaciAsiag auTold ouk
gotal TEA0G") (Luke 1:33). This verse provides help in understanding how the
term "age" differs from "eternity." Here, Jesus will reign over the house of
Jacob into the ages ("ci¢ Toug aitvag") and His kingdom is not "telos" ("ouk
goTal TEAo¢"). If the phrase to the age simply meant eternity, then adding the
phrase “not telos” seems unnecessary. But, because Jesus will reign over
the house of Jacob into the ages, then adding His reign will have no end
makes perfect sense. Therefore, the phrase "into the ages" describes the
Millennial Reign and it will have no end in the sense that His reign continues
beyond that age, even after the earth is destroyed later. Because of the plural
“ages” and its application to Jesus, eternal is a very good translation. In the
alternative, the translation as “into the ages” conveys the way Jesus rules
through the ages of time, and His kingdom endures through all of them.

16.3 Age of Prophets. Luke wrote: God spoke by through the mouth
of the saints, from age of His prophets( "kaBwg¢ éAdAnoev S OTOUATOG TV
ayiwv atr’ aivog Tpo@nTyv auTtol") (Luke 1:70). This verse references an
age of prophets through whose mouths God spoke.

16.4 The Ages To Come. Paul wrote: so that in the ages to come He
might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. ("iva €voeitnTal €v TOIC Qi®OIv TOIG £TTEPXOMEVOIC TO UTTEPPRAAAOV
TAoUTOC TAC XApPITOg autod €v xpnoTdtnTl €@’ NUACG &v XpioT® ‘Incod")
(Ephesians 2:7). This verse shows that after the present age, more ages
come. In at least some of those future ages, God will show the surpassing
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in the Christ Jesus. In a sense,
believers will be trophies in the coming ages to the riches of the grace of
God. Therefore, into the coming ages makes good sense here.

16.5 The Age of This World. Paul wrote: in which you formerly
walked according to the age of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience
("év aic TTOTE TTEPIETTOTACATE KATA TOV aidiva ToU KOOHOU ToUTOU, KaTd TOV
apxovta TA¢ £€ouaiag ToU aépog, ToU TTveUpaTog ToU VOV EvepyolvTog €V TOIG
vioig Tf¢ ameiBeiac") (Ephesians 2:2). Paul clearly distinguished "the age"
from "the world" in this verse. Some translators translate "age" ("aitva") as
"world" in some places in the New Testament, but as this article shows, "age"
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should not be translated as "world," particularly because they are carefully
distinguished in verses like Ephesians 2:2. Here, the age of this world refers
to the age in which Paul lived, and that age continues today. We also know
that the devil is the prince of the power of the air, and his spirit works in the
sons of disobedience.

16.6 The Last Days. Hebrews provides: in these last days He has
spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom
also He made the ages ("¢ €oxatou TV NUEPWV TOUTWYV EAGANCEV NUIV €V
ui, Ov EBnkev KAnpovopov Taviwy, O o0 Kai &moinoev  ToUC
aivac") (Hebrews 1:2). God the Father made the ages through the Son of
God. Some translators translate "age" as "world." Such translations seem
inconsistent with other uses in Hebrews. In Hebrews 1.6, some translators
again chose the word "into the world" to translate the Greek phrase "eic Tiv
oikoupévnv." The term "oikoupévnv" means in Hebrews 2:5 the inhabited
world. In Hebrews 4:5 and 9:5, we read about the foundation of the world
("ammo kataBoAfc kéouou"). Therefore, the clumsy translations rendering
three different Greek words with the same English word "world" seem less
than ideal. Furthermore in Hebrews 10:5, we read about "when He comes
into the world" ("eioepxduevog €ic TOv K6ouov"), again showing that the
movement of the Son of God was "into the world" ("€i¢ TOv k6ouov) (compare
phrase "into the age" in Section Three above). Likewise, in Hebrews 11:3 by
faith we understand that the ages were made ready by the word of God
("MioTel vooUuev kaTnpeTioBal Toug aitvag prAuati B€od"). In Hebrews 11:7,
Noah condemned the world ("katékpivev TOv kKOopov"). In Hebrews 11:38,
we read: whom the world was not worthy ("®Wv oUk Av G€l0¢ 6 KGouog").
Therefore, the writer of Hebrews was very familiar with the terms "kéopov,"
"oikoupévnv," and "aikvag" and used them to convey distinct concepts. So,
in Hebrews 1:2, God emphasized His creation of the ages, which are more
than just the earth, and the phrase “Toug aitovag” is plural, making it even
more obvious that "world" is a poor translation.

16.7 Made Ready. By faith we understand that the ages were made
ready by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things
which are visible. ("MioTel vooluev katnpTioBal ToUg aidvag pruat 8o, €ig
TO UN €K Qaivouévwy 1O BAeTTopevoy yeyovéval.") (Hebrews 11:3) As above,
the translation of "toug ai®vag" as "the worlds" does not reflect the difference
in the terms used in Hebrews. In this verse, God made ready the ages by
His word, so that we know those ages were not made out of things which are

141



The Concept of Age in the New Testament

visible, but out of things which are not visible. Indeed, the rulers of the age
are not visible to human eyes, and neither are the powers of those ages or

the rulers of those ages. God made all things related to those ages ready for
His plans and purposes. Some of those ages were very evil.

142



Section Seventeen

Age Salvation

17.1 Of Age Salvation. Hebrews provides: And having been made

perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of age salvation
("kai TeAelwOeic €yéveTo TIACIV TOIC UTTOKOUOUCIV QUT® QiTIOC owTnpiag
aiwviou") (Hebrews 5:9). Because every other use in Hebrews of the
adjective "aiwviou"--genitive case means age, so also here. always refers to
"age" and should not be translated as eternity. In Hebrews 6:2, we read: of
instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of
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the dead and age judgment ("BamTiou@v dIdAXAG ETTIBECEWC TE XEIPQV,
avaoTAoEws Te VEKPWV Kai Kpiyatog aiwviou"). The verse speaks of
resurrection of the dead and age judgment, referring to the age when
judgment occurs. In Hebrews 9:14, we read: how much more will the blood
of Christ, who through the age Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? ("mméow
udAAov 10 aipa 100 XpioTod, ¢ Si& TTVEUATOC aiwViou £aUTOV TTPOCT|VEYKEV
Auwpov T Be®, KABApPIET THV CUVEIdONTIV NUOV ATIO VEKPWV EPYWV EiG TO
Aatpevelv Be® Cwvtl"). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun
"Spirit" ("mrvelpaTog”). This usage of the term "aiwviou" here presents the
strongest case for the translation "eternal," because the term applies to the
Holy Spirit. Even so, the phrase "of age Spirit" may refer to the Holy Spirit's
ministry in that age, at that time in the life of Jesus, helping Him offer Himself
as a perfect, once for all, sacrifice for sin. In Hebrews 9:15, we read: For this
reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has
taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the age
inheritance ("Kai d1a To010 0100AKNG KaIVAG peaiTNG £aTiv, OTTwG BavaTou
YEVOUEVOU €i¢ ATTOAUTPWOIV TWV T TH TTPWTN dIaBAKN TTapaBacewy ThV
emrayyeAiav AaBwaolv oi kekAnuévol TA¢ aiwviou kKAnpovopiag"). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviou"). appearing in the attributive position, modifies the noun
(inheritance) ("kAnpovopiag"). The meaning seems to be a reference to the
inheritance received in the age. See the discussion of inheritance above. In
Hebrews 13:20, we read: Now the God of peace, who brought up from the
dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of age covenant,
Jesus our Lord ("O &¢ 6€0¢ TAC €iprivng, 6 avayaywv €K VEKPWV TOV TToIPEVA
TOV TTPoRaTwy TOV pPéyav €v aiuaT d1a8nkng aiwviou, TOV KUPIOV APV
Incodv"). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun "covenant"
("01a6nkNncg"). The blood sacrifice related directly to the age covenant. God is
not saying just any age or any covenant will do, but rather under this age
covenant He brought up Jesus from the dead. Therefore, the predominant
usage of "age" refers to an adjective modifying a noun related to particular
age, not eternity. So, the age salvation at issue in Hebrews 5:9 follows that
same general pattern describing a particular age, not eternity, although the
evidence is not conclusive.
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Section Eighteen

Age Covenant

18.1 Age Covenant. Hebrews provides: Now the God of peace, who

brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood
of age covenant, Jesus our Lord ("O &¢ 6¢0¢ TG €ipAvng, 6 avayaywv €k
VEKPQV TOV TTOIMEVA TV TTPORATWY TOV Péyav €v dipaTl diIabAKNng aiwviou,
TOV KUplov AUV Incolv"). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun
"covenant" ("d100ikn¢") (Hebrews 13:20). The blood sacrifice related directly
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to the age covenant. God is not saying just any age or any covenant will do,
but rather under this age covenant He brought up Jesus from the dead.
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Section Nineteen

Age Sin

19.1 Age Sin. Mark wrote: but whoever blasphemes against the Holy
Spirit not has forgiveness into the age, but is guilty of an age sin” ("og & av
BAaoenunon eic 16 Trvedua 10 Ayiov, oUK Exel AQETIV €ig TOV aiva, AAN
Evoxoc €oTiv aiwviou apapthpatog”) (Mark 3:29). The adjective "age"
("aiwviou") modifies the noun "sin" ("auaptuaTog”). The phrase "not has
forgiveness to the age" ("oUk £xel ageaiv €ig Tov aiwva") follows the same
pattern descried above in Section Two. Regarding "into the age" ("ei¢ Tov
ai®va"), that phrase has a particular age in mind, and the sin will carry into
that age. The Millennial Kingdom will include judgment. Nothing about that
phrase suggests that forgiveness will ever come to the blasphemer of the
Holy Spirit. Regarding age sin, the person who blasphemes the Holy Spirit
is guilty of age sin, meaning that this sin will have special consequences
resulting in judgment for ascribing the works of Jesus to the devil. These

147



The Concept of Age in the New Testament

sinners have seen the work of Jesus up close and personal, and ascribed
those works to the deuvil.

148



Section Twenty

Age Time

20.1 To Age Time. Paul wrote: Now to Him who is able to establish you

according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according
revelation of mystery has been silenced to ages times ("Tw &¢ duvauévw
UMGG oTnpiCal kata 1O eayyéAIGV Pou kai 10 KApuypa Inool XpioTol, Katd
atroKGAUYIV JuoTnpiou Xpovolg aiwviolg aeolynuévou,”) (Romans 16:25).
The adjective "ages" ("aiwvioig") modifies the noun "times" ("xpoévol "). Paul
meant that to ages times, periods of time over multiple ages, the mystery
(see The New Testament Mysteries) has been silenced, but now revealed
through his preaching. Because God controls the revelation of mysteries
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over many ages, but now revealed them, He now will establish believers
according to the Gospel preached by both Paul and Jesus Christ,
demonstrating the harmony of their preaching.

20.2 Before Times of Ages. Paul wrote: but according to His own
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus before ages of
times ("aAAa kata idiav TTPOOeCIvV Kai Xapiv, THv dobeicav Nuiv €v XpIoTm
Incol mpd xpoévwv aiwviwv") (2 Timothy 1:9). The adjective times
("aiwviwv") modifies the noun "times" ("xpovwv"). The preposition "mpo" with
the genitive case means before ages times. Therefore, God granted
believers grace, according to His own purpose, before ages of times.
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Section Twenty One

The Age of God

F"‘* i |

21.1 The Age of God. Paul wrote: but now is manifested, and by the

Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the age of
God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith
("pavepwBévTog B¢ vOv 01 Te ypapmVv TTPOPNTIKWV KAT EmmTaynV TOU
aiwviou Beol €i¢ uTtrakonv TOTEWS €i¢ TavTa TG £€Bvn yvwpIioBévTog")
(Romans 16:26). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun "God"
("Be0U"). In this verse, the idea of translating "ages" as eternity seems very
appealing, and may be best. In the alternative, however, the age of God
could refer to the age that God has made, and would fit well with the other
uses of "ages" in the New Testament.
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Section Twenty Two

Age Judgment

221 Of Age Judgment. Hebrews provides: of instruction about

washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and age
judgment ("Bammioy@v OI10axAG ETMIBECEWS TE XEIPWV, AVAOTACEWG TE
VEKPWV Kai KpigaTtog aiwviou") (Hebrews 6:2). The adjective "age"
("aiwviou") modifies the noun judgment ("kpiyatog"). In this case, immature
believers have not come to know the basic doctrines of the faith, including
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the concepts of resurrection of the dead and judgment in that age (John
5:29). The context of resurrection and judgment support the translation as
age judgment, but “eternal judgment” cannot be ruled out.
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Section Twenty Three

Age Spirit

23.1 Spirit of Age. Hebrews provides: how much more the blood of
Christ Who through the age Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God
("Toow pdANov TO aipa ToU XpioTol, 6¢ BiG TTVeUUATOS aiwviou £auTdv
TIPOCTVEYKEV Auwuov T Be®") (Hebrews 9:14). The adjective "age"
("aiwviou") modifies the noun Spirit ("rvedpaTtog”). In this case, it may be
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best to translate the phrase as "eternal Spirit." In the alternative, the idea
could be the work of the Holy Spirit in this age concerning the offering of
Christ, which happened only once and for all time in this age. Of course, the
Holy Spirit is eternal, but the text emphasized Jesus offering Himself through
the Spirit in this age to sacrifice Himself, with blood and without blemish (see
Why Have You Forsaken Me?), Even so, when applied to God, the term
""aiwviou" should often be translated "eternal.”
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Section Twenty Four

Age Inheritance

24.1 Of Age Inheritance. Hebrews provides: those who have been

called may receive the promise of the age inheritance ("Kai d1a T100TO
d1a6AKNG KaIviig hMETITNG €0Tiv, OTTWG BavAaTou yevouévou €ig ATTOAUTPWOIV
TOV ém 1A TPWwTtn O108NKn TrapaBaocwv TAV £mTayyediav AGBwaoiv oi
kKekAnuévol TAG aiwviou kAnpovopiac") (Hebrews 9:15). The adjective

"age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun ("kAnpovopiag"). Therefore, the promise
means that in the next
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age, the believer will receive the inheritance. This inheritance comes in the
future age, not right now. Yet, attimes in the New Testament, believers have
“age life” right now. Therefore, “eternal life” cannot be ruled out as a
translation, but the context of inheritance suggests “age life” as the better
translation, because of the emphasis upon that future time.
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Section Twenty Five

The Ends of Ages

25.1 The Ends of the Ages. Hebrews provides: and they were written
for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come ("taiTa 6¢
TUTTIKQG OUVERBaIVEV €KEIVOIG, Eypagn O& TTPOG vouBeaiav AUV, €ic oUg Ta
TEAN TV aiwvwyv katAvTnkev") (1 Corinthians 10:11). This verse helps us
understand that some English translations choose the term "world" to
translate the term "ages" ("aiwvwv") as in Hebrews 1:6, discussed Section
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Seventeen above. In fact, God through Jesus made the ages, distinct
periods of time with their own evils and administrations.
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Section Twenty Six

The Last Days

26.1 Last Days. Hebrews provides: in these last days has spoken to
us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He
made the ages. ("€’ €oxaTOU TV NPEPWV TOUTWV EAGANCEV AUV £V UIQ, OV
£0nkev kKAnpovéuov TTaviwy, &' oU Kai émoinoev Toug aidvac") (Hebrews
1:2). God the Father made the ages through the Son of God. Some
translators translate "age" as "world." Such translations seem inconsistent
with other uses in Hebrews. In Hebrews 1:6, some translators again chose
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the word "into the world" to translate the Greek phrase "eic v oikoupévnv."
The term "oikoupévnv" means in Hebrews 2:5 the inhabited world. In
Hebrews 4:5 and 9:5, we read about the foundation of the world ("amo
kKataBoAfc kéaopou"). Therefore, the translations rendering three different
Greek words with the same English word "world" seem less than ideal.
Furthermore in Hebrews 10:5, we read about "when He comes into the
world" ("eiogpxouevoG €ig TOV Kdopov"), again showing that the movement of
the Son of God was "into the world" ("€ig TOv k6aopov) (compare the phrase
"into the age" in Section Three above). Likewise, in Hebrews 11:3 by faith
we understand that the ages were made ready by the word of God ("llioTel
vooUuev katnpeTioBal Toug aivag prAuaTt B6od"). In Hebrews 11:7, Noah
condemned the world ("kaTékpivev TOV kdopov"). In Hebrews 11:38, we read:
whom the world was not worthy ("wv oUk Av &€1o¢ & kdouoc¢"). Therefore, the
writer of Hebrews was very familiar with the terms "k6opov," ""oikoupévnv,"”
and "ai®vac" and used them to convey distinct concepts. So, in Hebrews
1:2, God emphasized His creation of the ages, which are more than just the
earth, and the phrase “1oUg aitvag" is plural, making it even more obvious
that singular "world" is a poor translation. This verse helps us understand
that God through Jesus made the ages, distinct periods of time with their
own evils and administrations.

161



The Concept of Age in the New Testament

Section Twenty Seven

Age Punishment

27.1 Age Fire. Matthew wrote: “If your hand or your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life crippled
or lame, than to have two hands or two feet and be cast into the eternal fire
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("Ei O& ) xe€ip oou i) 6 TToug oou okavdaAilel o€, EKKOWOV auTOV Kai BAAE ATTO
oo0: KaAOv ooi €aTiveioeABelv €ic TRV (wrv KUAAOV | XWAOv, i) dUo xe€ipag f
dUo édag Exovrta BAnBRAval €i¢ TO TTOp TO aiwviov") (Matthew 18:8). No one
doubts that unbelievers suffer eternal fire, because of Revelation 14:11,
19:3, and 20:10. Even so, in this verse, the adjective "age" ("aiwviov"),
appearing in the attributive position, modifies the noun "fire" ("mGp").
Therefore, in this case, Matthew emphasized that the fire is age fire, meaning
the fire which burns in the next age, and it is not like regular fire on earth,
because age fire burns both souls and bodies (see Afterlife).

27.2 The Age Fire. Matthew wrote: “Then He will also say to those on
His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been
prepared for the devil and his angels ("Tote £pel kai TOIG €€ eUWVUPWY-
TTopeUenBe At ol [oi] katnpauévol ig TO TTUp TO aiwviov TO NTOINACUEVOV
TQ d1aBOAW Kai Toig ayyéAoig auTtol") (Matthew 25:41). The adjective "age"
("aiwviov"), appearing in the attributive position, modifies the noun "fire"
("m0p"). Unbelievers are removed from Jesus as He sits on His glorious
throne in the Millennium and the depart at His command into the age fire,
emphasizing that this fire is unlike normal fire on earth, because it burns both
souls and bodies, which was prepared for the devil and his ages, which are
non-corporeal beings. Also please note that the age fire described here
burns in Hades, and the Lake of Fire. The believers in view in Matthew 25:41
are departing to Hades, because the Great White Throne judgment is more
than a thousand years in the future and only then do unbelievers join the
devil and his minions in the Lake of Fire (see Afterlife).

27.3 Age Punishment. Matthew wrote: "These will go away into age
punishment, but the righteous into age life" ("kai ameAeloovtal o0Tol €ig
KOAaoIv aiwviov, oi ¢ dikaiol €ig Cwnv aiwviov") (Matthew 25:46). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "punishment” ("k6Aaciv"). As
Jesus concluded His Olivet discourse, He described the destiny of the
wicked as going away "into age punishment." Jesus made a specific
reference to the age, because the wicked were being sent to Hades, where
they will suffer and as they await final judgment. After more than a thousand
years in Hades, the unbelievers will then appear at the Great White Throne
for final judgment, where they will be sentenced according to their deeds,
and the thrown into the Lake of Fire, where they suffer to the degree required
by their acts (see_ Afterlife). In contrast, the righteous do not come into
judgment regarding salvation, because, at the moment of salvation, they
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passed out of death into life (John 5:24). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv "). Jesus meant that the righteous will join
Him in the Millennial Kingdom and live there during His Millennial reign,
which is a limited period of time, hence the term "age." After the Millennial
Reign of Christ, and after the Final Rebellion of Revelation 20, heaven and
earth will have fled away, and a new heavens and earth will come. The
righteous will inhabit the New Jerusalem in that future age. We know that
believers have eternal life there, because of Revelation 22:5, describing their
lives there as to the ages of the ages, a clear reference to eternity.

27.4 Destruction Age. Paul wrote: These will pay the penalty of age
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power" ("oiTiveg Oiknv Ticouailv OAeBpov aiwviov Ao TTPocwTToU ToU Kupiou
Kai 110 TR 06ENC TG ioxUog auTtol") (2 Thessalonians 1:9). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies "destruction" ("0AeBpov"). In this context, age
describes the time of destruction in Hades. Of course, the wicked suffer
destruction in the Lake of Fire after Hades is thrown into the Lake of Fire and
after the Great White Throne Judgment (see Afterlife).

27.5 Age Fire. Jude wrote: "just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the
cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross
immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in
undergoing the punishment of age fire" ('w¢ Z6dopa kai Méuoppa Kai ai TTepi
auTaG TTOAEIC TOV Opolov TPOTTOV TOUTOIG éKTTOopvEUTacal Kai armreABoloal
OTTiow 0apPKOG ETEPAC, TTPOKEIVTAI OETYUa TTUPOG aiwviou diknv Utréxouaal™)
(Jude 1:7). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun "fire" ("Tupog").
Notice that Sodom and Gomorrah are experiencing age fire now. This age
fire burns in both Hades and the Lake of Fire, but the wicked first go to Hades
after death on earth, and then after the Millennial Reign of Christ and the
Final Rebellion, they appear at the Great White Throne Judgment and
sentenced to the Lake of Fire (see Afterlife).
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Section Twenty Eight
Other Uses of Age and Ages

28.1 Reserved to Age. Jude wrote: "wild waves of the sea, casting

up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness
has been reserved into age" ("kUpata aypia Bahdoong Emmagpifovia TAG
¢autiv aioxivag, aoTépec TTAaviTal oic 6 {opo¢ Tol OKATOUC €ic aitva
TepnTal") (Jude 1:13). Evil men infiltrated local assemblies and the black
darkness has been reserved for them into age. The phrase "into age" ("eig
ai®ova") described a period of time and its lacks the definite article. The
immediate destination of these evil men is Hades, and later the Lake of Fire.
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In Jude 1:21, believers are commanded to wait anxiously for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ to age life. Notice that the believers are waiting for
"age life," which is something they do not have yet. Yet, the unbelievers will
be going into "age darkness," reserved for them at their death.
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28.2 Made the Age. Hebrews provides: "in these last days has spoken
to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also
He made the ages" ("¢’ €oxaTOU TV AUEPWOV TOUTWYV EAGANCEV NUIV €V UIW,
Ov €0nkev kKAnpovéuov TTavTwy, di° oU Kai £TToinoev Tou¢ aivac”) (Hebrews
1:2). As discussed above, God made each age, and in the present age God
has spoken to us in His Son.

28.3 Worries of the Age. Jesus warned of the worries of the age.

28.3.1 Worries of the Age. Matthew wrote: And the one on whom
seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and
the worry of the age and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful ("6 8¢ eic Ta¢ akavlac otrapeic, oUTOC £0TIV 6 TOV Adyov
akouwv, Kai A yépiuva To0 aivog kai [ atréTn To0 TTAOUTOU GUUTIVIYEl TOV
Abéyov Kkai akapTrog yivetar") (Matthew 13:22). Each age has its own worries.
Jesus emphasized in this passage why some seed grows some, but then the
"the worry of the age" (" pépiuva 100 aitvog") and the deceitfulness of
wealth choke the word, rendering it unfruitful. The translation of "age"
("ai®vog") here refers to the age which began with Christ appearing in the
flesh (see Galatians 4:4, God sent forth His Son in the fullness of time ("10
TTAApwPa To0 xpdvou"), referring to the present age).

28.3.2 Worries of the Age. Mark wrote: But the worries of the age, and
the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. ("kai ai pépiyval 100 aitvog Kai
amérn 100 TAOUTOU Kai ai Trepi 10 AoImmd €mOupial ioTTopeuduEVal
oupuTviyouoiv TOv Adyov kai akaptrog yivetal") (Mark 4:19). Like Matthew
13:22, Jesus talked about "the worries" ("ai yépiuvai”--notice the plural here)
of the age ("100 aitbvog"). The age beginning with the incarnation of Jesus
had its particular worries.

28.4 Sons of the Age. Luke wrote: "And his master praised the
unrighteous manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the sons of this
age are more shrewd in relation to their own kind than the sons of light" ("kai
ETTAVEDEV O KUPIOG TOV Oikovouov TG adiKiag OTI ppoVvidwg €TToinaev: OTI Oi
uioi To0 aiOvog TOUTOU PPOVIUWTEPOI UTTEP TOUG UioUG Tod QwTOG €ig TRAV
yeveav TRV eautv eiov") (Luke 16:8). "The sons of this age" ("oi uioi 100
aivog TouTou") stand in contrast to "the sons of light" ("Toug uioUg 10U
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QewT0C"). Jesus encouraged the sons of light to be shrewd about money, and
put all money to work for the kingdom of God, even the wealth of
unrighteousness. The age of the sons of light includes the present age,
beginning with the incarnation of Jesus.

28.5 Debater _of This Age. Paul wrote: ("mmo0 oco@o6g; 100
ypauuatelg; ol ouldntntig ToU aiivog ToUToU; oUXi EHWPaveEV O BEOS TV
oogiav 100 KOopou") (1 Corinthians 1:20). In Corinth, steeped in Greek
culture, the present age includes the "debater of this age" (" ou{nTnTC TOU
aivog TouTou"). The present age, therefore, started with the incarnation of
Jesus, and includes the debaters of this age. God has made foolish the
wisdom of the world, because in the wisdom of God, the world through its
wisdom did not come to know God (1 Corinthians 1:21).

28.6 Not of This Age. Paul wrote: Yet we do speak wisdom among
those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers
of this age, who are passing away ("Zogiav 8¢ AaAoUuev v TOIG TeAEIOIG,
goiav 6¢ oU 1o aitvog ToUTOU 0UdE TV ApXOvTwy Tol aitivog ToUToU TV
katapyoupévwy") (1 Corinthians 2:6). To the mature, Paul spoke wisdom not
of this age (see James 3:15), nor of the rulers of this age. The wisdom of
God differs sharply from the wisdom of this age. Apparently, earthly wisdom
may change with the age, but the wisdom of God does not change, in the
sense that Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians
1:24).

28.7 Rulers of This Age. Paul wrote: which none of the rulers of this
age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory ("fjv oudeic Tv apxoviwv 100 aitdvog ToUToU
EyVWKeV- €i yap £yvwaoav, oUk av Tov Kupiov TAg d6ENG EéaTaupwaoav") (see
also 1 Corinthians 2:8). Notice that this age has its own rulers, and power
and authorities in heavenly places also exercise control over people in the
age (Ephesians 2:2, Ephesians 6:12).

28.8 God of This Age. Paul wrote: in whose case the god of this age
has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. ("év oi¢ 6 Bed¢
100 @ithvog ToUTOU £TUPAWOEV TG VOuaTa TWV ATTIOTWYV €i¢ TO YR auydaoal
TOV QWTIONOV ToO elayyeAiou TG 06&NG 1ol XpioTol, ¢ €0TIV gikwv TOU
Be00") (2 Corinthians 4:4) The god of this age refers to the devil, because he
"has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, so that they may not see the light

168




The Concept of Age in the New Testament

of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God" (2 Corinithians
4:4--see also (John 12:31, 16:11; Ephesians 2:2, 6:12). The devil, the god of
this age, has blinded the minds of the unbelieving ("0 8e6¢ T00 aitivog ToUTOU
ET0QAwoev 1A vorjuata”). Therefore, the present age, which began with
incarnation of Jesus, has its own god, the devil, which blinds the minds of
people so that they do not see the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ (1
Corinthians 3:13-4:3--compare Luke 8:12).

28.9 Age Weight. Paul wrote: For the momentary, the lightness of our
tribulation, according to beyond and into age beyond produces in us a
weight of glory; ("T0 yap TapauTika €Aappov TAG BAIWews AUV Kab’
utrepBOAnV €i¢ UTTEPBOANV aiwviov Bapog d6ENG kartepyaletal nuiv") (2
Corinthians 4:17). The Greek here may also be translated as "For
momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far
beyond all comparison" (NASB), but it misses the play on words of "ka®’
utrepPOAnV €ig¢ UtrepBoAnyV," hence my translation trying to capture that
phrase. The point is that the saints suffer tribulation in the present age, and
in the age of the Tribulation to come, and the suffering of saint in each age
produces a weight of glory.

28.10 The Ages Prepared by the Word of God. Hebrews provides:
By faith we understand that the ages were prepared by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible ("lMioTel
vooUuev KaTnpTioBal Toug aivag prpaT 8o, €ig TO PR €K QAIVOUEVWY TO
BAetropevov yeyovéval') (Hebrews 11:3). Some translations prefer "the
worlds were prepared," but | prefer "the ages were prepared" because of
the use of other terms in Hebrews related to the world and the ages. In
Hebrews 1:6, some translators again chose the phrase "into the world" to
translate the Greek phrase "ecic Tiv oikouuévnv." The term "oikoupévnv"
means in Hebrews 2:5 the inhabited world. In Hebrews 4:5 and 9:5, we read
about the foundation of the world ("&1mo kataBoAfg kéouou"). Therefore, the
translations rendering three different Greek words with the same English
word "world" seem less than ideal. Furthermore in Hebrews 10:5, we read
about "when He comes into the world" ("ciogpyxopevog €ic TOv kdouov"),
again showing that the movement of the Son of God was "into the world"
("eig TOV kK6GMOV) (compare phrase "into the age" in Section Three above).
Likewise, in Hebrews 11:3 by faith we understand that the ages were made
ready by the word of God ("MMioTel voolpev katnpTioBal ToUg aivag PAUATI
Beol"). In Hebrews 11:7, Noah condemned the world ("kaTékpivev TOV
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k6opov"). In Hebrews 11:38, we read: whom the world was not worthy ("wv
oUK AV 8&lo¢ 6 Kdopocg"). Therefore, the writer of Hebrews was very familiar
with the terms "kéopov," "oikoupévny," and "ai®vag" and used them to
convey distinct concepts. Therefore, we know that God made ready all the
ages, each with its own characteristics and inhabitants, revelations, rulers,
earthly forms of wisdom, and evil forces as work. In passing, some people
find support in this verse for the idea that God created heaven and earth out
of nothing, meaning no pre-existent matter. Actually, the verse affirms that
God made the ages, spiritual periods of time, and it does not concern the
creation of the heaven and earth directly, but the ages, including the age of
creation. Even if the translation is "worlds," the verse still would not support
creation from nothing (creatio ex nihilo), because it only compares the things
seen with the things unseen, whereas the idea of creatio ex nihilo concerns
itself with preexistent things versus non-preexistent things, which are not
addressed in Hebrews 11:3.

28.11 Hidden. Paul wrote: and to bring to light what is the
administration of the mystery which from the ages has been hidden in God
who created all things ("kai gwTtical [TTaGvTag] Tic ) oikovouia To0 puoTnpiou
TO0U ATTOKEKPUUMEVOU ATTO TV QiVWY £V T Be® TW Ta TTAvVTa KTioQvTI")
(Ephesians 3:9). Paul explained the Mystery of Christ and how God had
revealed that mystery through the apostles and prophets of the New
Testament. Those mysteries have been hidden in God from the ages (see
The New Testament Mysteries). Therefore, Paul recognized a series of ages
before the present age.

28.12 Purpose of the Ages. This was in accordance with the purpose
of the ages which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Savior ("kata TTpo8e0Iv
TV aiwvwy fv €mmoinaev €v 1M Xp1oT® Incold 10 Kupiw AuOV") (Ephesians
3:11). Go revealed the Mystery of Christ through the church to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenlies (Ephesians 3:10). Therefore, God controlled the
ages according to His purpose to reveal the Mystery of Christ in the present
age, according to His manifold wisdom.

18.13 Age Glory. Paul wrote: For this reason | endure all things for the
sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain salvation which
is in Christ Jesus of age glory ("01& ToUT0 TTGVTA UTTOUEVW BIG TOUG £KAEKTOUCG,
iva kai auTol owTtnpiag TUXwaolv TAg &v XpIoT® Incold petd d6Enc aiwviou™)
(2 Timothy 2:10). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun “glory”

170


https://christassembly.org/the-new-testament-mysteries-%e2%94%82-defined-%e2%94%82-explained-%e2%94%82reviewed/
https://christassembly.org/the-new-testament-mysteries-%e2%94%82-defined-%e2%94%82-explained-%e2%94%82reviewed/

The Concept of Age in the New Testament

("06¢Nnc"). The salvation of Jesus Christ comes with glory in this age and
especially in the glorious age of the Millennial Kingdom.

28.14 Age of Heavens. Paul wrote: For we know that if the earthly
tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, an age
house not made with hands, in the heavens ("Oidauev yap 0TI £€av R £TTiVEIOG
NNV oikia 100 OKAvOUuG KOTOAUBHR, oikodoufnv €k Beol Exouev
oikiavayxelpotroinTov aiwviov €&v T0i¢ oUpavoic") (2 Corinthians 5:1). In my
mind, the adjective "age" (aiwviov--accusative feminine singular) modifies
the nouns "house not made with hands" ("oikiav axeipoTroinTov--accusatives
feminine singular) and not "the heavens" (10i¢ oUpavoig--dative plural
masculine). Therefore, Paul was describing the age house not made with
hands, which is in the heavens. That age house could refer to the heavenly
dwelling of John 14:2, which we will inhabit because Jesus prepared it for
the saints and we will be with Him there at death.

28.15 Age Dominion. Paul wrote: which He will bring about at the
proper time--He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, Whom no man has seen or can see. To Him honor
and age dominion! Amen ("fiv kaipoig idioig d¢eiel 6 pakapiog Kai Hévog
duvaaoTng, O BacIAeUS TV BacIAeudVTWY Kai KUPIOG TV KUPIEUOVTWY, O
uovoc Exwv dBavaaoiav, PRC oik®V ATTPAaIToV, OV €ideV OUBEIC AVOPWTTWV
0U0d¢ iBeiv duvatal: W TIPA kai KpdTog aiwviov, duiv") (1 Timothy 6:15-16).
The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "dominion" ("kpd&Tog").
Paul emphasized in his anthem of praise the dominion of Christ over all ages,
and certainly the Millennial Age.

28.16 Age Judgment. Hebrews provides: of instruction about both
washings and laying on of hands, and resurrection both of dead and age
judgment ("Bammiop®v dIdAXAC £MMOECEWS TE XEIPWV, AVOOTACEWS TE
VEKPWV Kai KpipaTtog aiwviou") (Hebrews 6:2). The noun "age" modifies the
noun "judgment” ("kpipartog"). The term "1€" implies a closer connection here
than the term "kai.” So the groupings are (1) washing and laying on of hands;
and (2) dead and age judgment. Therefore, the nouns in each group are
more closely related to one another because of the "1¢" joining the items in
the group than the nouns are to the other group. Therefore, the dead and
age judgment join closely together. In this verse, the age judgment in view
concerns the resurrection of the dead who go to judgment. Believers do not
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come into judgment of salvation (John 5:24). Therefore, the judgment at
issues concerns the resurrection of the dead, and particularly upon the evil
dead going to judgment as Jesus sits on His Millennial Throne and later to
final judgment at the Great White Throne Judgment.

28.17 Age Receive Him Back. Paul wrote: For perhaps he was for
this reason separated from you for an hour, that an age you would have him
back ("Téaxa yap d1& ToUT0 £XWPIOON TTPOG Wpav, iva aiwviov auTov ATTEXNS")
(Philemon 1:15). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "his"
("auTtov"). In this case, the modification of "him" seems difficult to put into
English. If one accepts the translation of "age" ("aiwviov") as "forever," then
the English flows nicely: "have him back forever." In this context, the concept
of forever may also work with the idea of having Philemon back as a brother
in Christ forever. In my mind, the problem is that Philemon would not be in
slavery "forever," but will live as a brother forever. His slavery may last for
an "age," because Paul generally wanted slaves to continue to serve their
masters, if they cannot gain their freedom through lawful means (Ephesians
6:5-8; 1 Timothy 6:1-2; Colossians 4:1; 1 Corinthians 7:21-24). Therefore,
the best translation will take into account the adjective "age" modifying the
term "him" (both accusative case) in some way that retains the original
meaning without great damage to the text or becoming too stilted in English.
My attempt is "that an age you would have him back."

28.18 Age Gospel. John wrote: And | saw another angel flying in
midheaven, having an age gospel to preach to those alive on earth, and to
every nation and tribe and tongue and people ("Kai €idov &Aov &yyehov
TTETOPEVOV £V PJECOUPAVAMOTI, £XovTa guayyéAlov aiwviov guayyeAioal ETTi
TOUG KaBnuévoug £1Ti TAC YAC Kai €1Ti TTAvV €Bvog Kai QUARV Kai yYAWooav Kai
Aadv") (Revelation 14:6). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun
"gospel" ("evayyéAiov"). The translation of "eternal gospel" sounds nice, but
the term "eternal" should not be an automatic translation of "age." Salvation
from creation forward always involves symbols of God covering sins, with a
view that God promised to send a divine Savior at the proper time to make
final and complete atonement. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, Paul explained that
His Gospel included Christ dying for our sins according to the Scriptures and
that He was raised from the dead, according to the Scriptures. Clearly it is
beyond the scope of this article to explore whether belief in the resurrection
of the Savior was an essential element of Old Testament salvation. Doubt
arises over the twelve disciples having such a hard time with the concept
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that Jesus must die and be resurrected, even though the OIld Testament
clearly taught the same (Luke 24:25-27; see also Abraham in Hebrews 11:17
and John 8:56). The point is that the "age gospel" will certainly have the
elements of 1 Corinthians 13:1-4, but how will it be presented by the angel
and shared among people all over the world during the Tribulation? The
gospel is always eternal, in the sense it produces eternal salvation by faith,
and faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ (Romans
10:17; Ephesians 2:8-9), and that translation may be best. But, because of
the delivery by the angel, and the worldwide preaching, God may have
emphasized the "age gospel" for those people on earth at that time.

28.19 Age Comfort. Paul wrote: Now may our Lord Jesus Christ
Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us age comfort and
good hope by grace, ("AUTO¢ 8¢ 6 KUpIOG AUV Incolc XpioTdg Kai [0] Bedg
O TTaTAP AUV O ayatrioag NUAG Kai doug TTapdkAnaoiv aiwviav kai EATTIOa
ayabnv &v  xapim,") (2 Thessalonians 2:16). The adjective "age"
("aiwviav") modifies the noun "comfort" ("rapakAnoiv'). Again, the
translation "eternal comfort" fits the text and may best. Yet, unless
resurrected saints experience affliction, then | find it hard to understand how
they require continuing comfort. The presence of Jesus always provides
strength and encouragement, and Jesus will wipe away every tear, but the
questions remains about how much comfort the resurrected saints require?
So, | question in what sense is comfort eternal? The answer to that question
must be related directly to "eternal comfort" or "age comfort." | have no doubt
that in some sense, our salvation by grace alone provides eternal comfort
that we are not in Hades (Luke 16:23-26) or the Lake of Fire, the destinies
all sinners deserve. My concern is that God may be emphasizing a particular
comfort which God pours out upon the people of each age, suffering
particular afflictions in each age. The Tribulation will be the time of most
extreme afflictions ever seen, and no flesh would have survived, except God
cut those days short (Matthew 24:22). Furthermore, the general context of 2
Thessalonians 2 concerns Paul's warning that the Thessalonians not be
shaken by false messages that the day of the Lord has come. Paul corrected
such false teaching by reminding them that the man of lawlessness must
appear first and reign upon the earth, until the Lord slays him with the breath
of His mouth at His coming (1 Thessalonians 1:1-12). Then Paul encouraged
the Thessalonians with the message of strength and standing firm, as they
hold to the traditions they were taught (1 Thessalonians 6:15-15). Paul then
concluded the epistle with the blessing: "Now may our Lord Jesus Christ
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Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort
and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good
work and word." The emphasis in that blessing was present action in that
age. Furthermore, the comfort appeared to be tied to their hope. Like there,
in other places Paul linked comfort to hope (Romans 15:4; 2 Corinthians 1:7),
and we no longer hope for what is seen (Romans 8:24). Therefore, the
alternative translation "age comfort" fits the context that describes the saints'
work and words in the present age, as they receive present comfort in this
age, because they still hope for the coming of Jesus.

28.20 Age Redemption. Hebrews provides: and not through the blood
of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place
once for all, having obtained age redemption ("o0&¢ O dipaTog TPAYwWV Kai
uéoxwv Oid O¢ ToU idiou aipatog eiofjABev épamal eic Ta Ayia aiwviav
AUTpwOIv eupauevog”) (Hebrews 9:12). The adjective "age" ("aiwviav")
modifies the noun "redemption" ("AUTpwoiv"). No doubt the saints'
redemption is eternal and permanent in every way. Yet, is that the best
translation in this context? Yes, it is the best translation here because
through the "eternal Spirit" (Hebrews 9:14) Christ obtained that "eternal
redemption." In this context, the best translation of term "aiwviav" matches
the use of the same term to describe the offering of Christ through the
"eternal Spirit." See Section Twenty Three above, Age Spirit.
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Conclusion

In this study, | became more convinced that the concept of “age” plays
important roles in many theological revelations. God revealed Himself over
the course of many ages, and He alone determines the scope and activity in
each age. All the ages serve to glorify God. Therefore, because of the uses
of the concept of “age” in the New Testament, translators should be very
careful to avoid the simple translation “eternal” to describe the term “age.” At
times, especially when applied to God, it may be the best translation, but it
should not be accepted blindly. Each context must be examined and then
the translation follows the context. Furthermore, the translation “world” for
age does not seem to fit the context in any New Testament passage as well
as age fits each context. | trust that as you examine the verses for yourself
you will be sanctified in the word, and Jesus said God’s word is truth.

HALLELUJAH !
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Appendix Two

Age Verses in the New Testament

For the sake of easy review, | have listed New Testament verses below concerning age
in its various forms.

Matthew 21:19
Mark 3:29
Mark 11:14
Luke 1:55
John 4:14
John 6:51
John 6:58
John 8:35

. John 8:51
10.John 8:52
11.John 10:28
12.John 11:26
13.John 12:34
14.John 13:8
15.John 14:16
16.1 Corinthians 8:13
17.1 Corinthians 9:9
18.Ephesians 2:2
19.2 Timothy 4:10
20.Hebrews 1:8
21.Hebrews 5:6
22.Hebrews 6:20
23.Hebrews 7:17
24 .Hebrews 7:21
25.Hebrews 7:24
26.Hebrews 7:28
27.1 Peter 1:25
28.1 John 2:17
29.2 John 1:2
30.Jude 1:13
31.Luke 1:33
32.Romans 1:25
33.Romans 9:5
34.Romans 11:36
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35.Romans 16:27
36.2 Corinthians 11:31
37.Galatians 1:5
38.Philippians 4:20
39.1 Timothy 1:17
40.2 Timothy 4:18
41.Hebrews 1:2
42.Hebrews 11:3
43.Hebrews 13:8
44 Hebrews 13:21
45.1 Peter 4:11
46.1 Peter 5:11
47.Jude 1:25
48.Revelation 1:6
49.Revelation 1:18
50.Revelation 4:9
51.Revelation 4:10
52.Revelation 5:13
53.Revelation 7:12
54 Revelation 10:6
55.Revelation 11:15
56.Revelation 14:11
57.Revelation 15:7
58.Revelation 19:3
59.Revelation 10:10
60.Revelation 22:5
61.Matthew 12:32
62.Mark 10:30
63.Luke 18:30
64.Romans 12:2
65.1 Corinthians 3:18
66.Ephesians 1:21
67.1 Timothy 6:17
68.Titus 2:12

69.2 Corinthians 4:18
70.2 Thessalonians 2:16
71.Hebrews 9:12
72.Romans 16:25
73.Matthew 18:8
74.Matthew 19:16
75.Matthew 19:29
76.Matthew 25:41
77.Matthew 25:46
78.Mark 10:17
79.Mark 10:30
80.Luke 10:25

177



81.Luke 18:18
82.Luke 18:30
83.John 3:15
84.John 3:16
85.John 3:36
86.John 4:14
87.John 4:36
88.John 5:24
89.John 5:39
90.John 6:27
91.John 6:40
92.John 6:47
93.John 6:54
94.John 10:28
95.John 12:25
96.John 17:2
97.Acts 13:48

98.Romans 2:7
99.Romans 5:21

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

Romans 6:22

2 Corinthians 4:17
2 Corinthians 5:1
Galatians 6:8

2 Thessalonians 1:9
1Timothy 6:16
Philemon 1:15

1 Peter 5:10

2 Peter 1:1

1 John 1:2

1 John 2:25

1 John 3:15

1 John 5:11

1 John 5:13
Jude 1:21
Revelation 14:6
John 12:50
John 17:3
Romans 6:23

1 John 5:20
Mark 3:29

Mark 16:8

John 6:68

Acts 13:46
Romans 16:26

1 Timothy 6:12
2 Timothy 2:10
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127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
. 2 Timothy 4:18
172.
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Titus 1:2

Titus 3.7
Hebrews
Hebrews
Hebrews 9:14
Hebrews 9:15
Hebrews 13:20
Jude 17

Luke 16:9

2 Timothy 1:9
Titus 1:2
Matthew 13:22
Matthew 13:39
Matthew 13:40
Matthew 13:49
Mathew 24:3
Matthew 28:20
Mark 4:19

Luke 1:70

Luke 16:8

Luke 20:34

Luke 20:35

John 9:32

Acts 3:21

Acts 15:18

1 Corinthians 1:20
1 Corinthians 2:6
1 Corinthians 2:8
2 Corinthians 4:4
Galatians 1:4
Ephesians 3:21
Hebrews 1:8
Hebrews 6:5

2 Peter 3:18
Jude 1:25

1 Corinthians 2:7
1 Corinthians 10:11
Galatians 1:5
Ephesians 3:9
Ephesians 3:11
Ephesians 3:21
Philippians 4:20
Colossians 1:26
1 Timothy 1:17

Hebrews 9:26
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173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.

Hebrews 13:21

1 Peter 4:11
Revelation 1:6
Revelation 1:18
Revelation 4:9
Revelation 4:10
Revelation 5:13
Revelation 7:12
Revelation 10:6
Revelation 11:15
Revelation 14:11
Revelation 15:7
Revelation 19:3
Revelation 20:10
Revelation 22:5
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