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Int roducti on

In this study, | will lay out some of the usages of the term "age" in the
New Testament. Different translations render the term "age" in its various
forms world, forever, eternal and other things. In this brief overview, perhaps
the terms related to "age" may be clarified and some confusion reduced.
Although many people believe that the term "age" denies eternity, the writers
of the New Testament used the term as a period of time with specific events
occurring during that time period. When used alone, the term age does not
necessarily affirm or deny eternity, but often focuses upon the present time
and the events happening during that period of time, until another age comes
into view.

Things may continue or things may change in the new age. God
revealed various ages and the substantial change differences between the
ages. People who claim that "age" never means eternity and people who
claim it always means eternity often grind particular theological axes at the
expense of the text. General usage and specific context must decide the
meaning. We will review the evidence below and you can reach your own
conclusions with careful prayer and thought. | will share my understandings,
although the text must speak for itself. Please do not confuse what God
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

revealed in the text with what some saint says. | urge all saints to read the

word for themselves, study what you read by comparing Scripture with
Scripture, invite and consider feedback from other saints, and then examine
everything carefully, and hold on to the good. Be sure to heed what you read
in the Scriptures and remember that God loves to express His love in us and
through us.

Many of the New Testament writers had a Hebrew background which
influenced their writing styles. Of course, God superintended the entire
process of recording His revelation in the New Testament, so that the words
of God were recorded to perfection. In other words, verbal and plenary
inspiration characterized both the Old Testament and the New Testament
autographs. Therefore, a few verses in Daniel may provide some
background for the New Testament concepts of age and periods of time.

Daniel wrote that the Son of Man "was given dominion, glory and a
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away;
and His kingdomis one whichwiln ot be destroylkend ADamaid¢

Daniel wrote His dominion i¥ Nraij:tani év e
(b) which wilT Mnof Ypa¥-pewmivay'efrt ai nty) a
be destroyed-7 H'paal causitive negatiywv
not hing shal/l i nterfere with His kingdo
from a perspective that he has seen Jer
and empires fall Medaletshe aBabyleogrsiiams,, S
be the case with dominion received from
"everlasting dominion" relates direct]l
Therefore, we should be caref dtkhahen t
been tied to a s p-dg-diief idcurm@mer iommd odf tthiem
ki ngdom on earth. I n no way does this p
dies or stops ruling in that kingdom,

shoul d c¢ au dce thaite totthe kingdoin of the Son of Man. This
same tie to the dominion of the Son of Man occurs in Daniel 7:27: "Then the
sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints ofthe Hi ghest Or

Hi s kingdom an everlasting kingdom, an
obey Hi m" LXMW AN S LS T D L
LT T MWL, N ML M T H LY NI Y TSNt ce t hat

dominion is doeMsnngul agkp. (I'f you transl
then you confront an issue in Daniel 9:
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

have been decreed to bring in, among other thing s , ri ght eousnes
("4 . v™)Ln «thiMs < verisile,” .however, Dani
"+ 1" jiptending to convey a |l onger per it
Consider Psalm 145:13, whHgoert e mPsialomi
ages+ {" L - "YBetauseMlthe Ol4d "Tedt ame)

t

used he terim" ,agesTaf{brs should be ca

r ~

the singular "age" with the plural "ag
" e nig,t then were the Old Testament writers speaking of multiple
eternities? The same issues appear in the New Testament between "age"

and "age of the ages." Daniel also wrote that "Many of those who sleep in

the dust of the ground will awake, thesetoagel i f e, but the ot he]
and contemptx Mage®”™ _("%t s M:+« X p NYoox .o
F - L X )Da(mixe¥.-~12: 2)'.. Dani el conttws’t et’
F Y Wixt.d) ¢dntempt- .adol"f (okne.-.-chooses"tLa .tr
in Daniel 12:2 as "eternal," as many t
"+41 "in. -Psallm’ 145:13 describing the

har moni z e, b e c a vadl agest Wwoeld be ahmacged tam rherely
"everlasting kingdom," losing all sense of the plural phrase. Furthermore, the
time of rescue seems coordinate with the inauguration of the Millennial
Kingdom in Daniel 12:1-2. Therefore, the Old Testament presents the same
uses of the singular and plural rendered "ages" or eternity. In my mind, the
Old Testament influenced the New Testament writer as God spoke through
them for our benefit.



Section One

The End of the Age Defined

e

@ '\ wuw |

1.1 The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares . Matthew 24-25 relates
directly to The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares in Matthew 13:36-43 and
other parables. The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares provides great help
in understanding other prophecies in the Bible. In that parable, Jesus
explained that God sowed seed (wheat) into the world, and then the devil
sowed evil seed (tares) into the world. Until the end of the age, God allowed
both to grow in the world until the harvest. At harvest, God will send forth His
angels and will gather the wicked out of His kingdom, bundle them together,
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then God will gather the sons of the kingdom (wheat) into
His barn, where they will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Careful examination of the details of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

helps us understand Matthew 24-25. At the outset, please notice that the
time span of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares begins in the Garden
of Eden and ends with Harvest at the consummation of the age. The scope
of the parable alone should alert us to its significance for understanding
prophecy. Therefore, we may begin with a look at the phrase "consummation
of the age" to understand its usage in Matthew 24-25 and The Parable of the
Wheat and the Tares.

1.21The Phrase "the consummation of th
U 3 @ gHe phrase "consummat i on of the age" (" GgsU
appears in several places in the New Testament. The difference between the
singular "age" and the plural "ages" makes a very big difference in the New
Testament. Confusing the term "age" with the term "ages" oft en leads
to great confusion. | also considered a discussion of predicative and
attributive positions of nouns, but the for sake of time and brevity, mainly
avoided it. | hope that further study of all parts of the syntax regarding "age"
would produce valuable exegesis.

1.2.1.1.TheHarvest.” Andvtrje harvest” I S consun
dUjsle d GgsU a2UsU U 3 d “0Uss3") (Mat't

1.2.1.2 The Tares. So just as the tares are gathered up and burned

with fire, so shall it be at the consummation of the age" ( a Uy ¢
tgaes o2U00U0s U o9 395U aU " g} [ aU0U] aC
U 3d") (Matthew 13:40) .

1.2.1.3 The Angels . "So it will be in the consummation of the age," the
angels will come forth and take the wicked from among the righteous”
("e U¥xd *“0GU0UUs ~3 U Gg3aUUaU Ues U
2 iy 9 093 Ue d "@63dyJe d "8 ¢ Gag U 3 i

1.2.1.4 The Great Commission . Jesus promised to be with His
disciples until the end of the age: "and lo, | am with you all the days until the
consummati on of the age. o ("aU Ue .
*vdg U g GgsUUaU Ud Us U 3ed") (Matthe

1.2.1.5 The Consummation of the Age _s. The phrase "consummation
of the ages" (notice the plural "ages") describes the time when Jesus has
been manifested to put away sin: "Otherwise, He would have needed to
suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the

9



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the

sacrifice of Himselfo ( "~ ~ U “dUs U U 3 “"8oae asd
o Ueegl 3gs U 7 " Us 77 GgsUUaU U 3
us U d dgid Ud U Ugs "uUGuUs JyvyUUs") (He

understand that more than one age has taken place from the foundation of
the world until Christ manifested. Please keep in mind the Matthew verses
dealing with the consummation of the age (singular age) describe the age
when the harvest occurs. We will give further attention to the plural "the ages™
below.

1.2.1.6 Summary of Usage of Consummation of the Age
Therefore, we know that the phrase "consummation of the age" in Matthew
described a specific period of time related to one specific age with specific
events designated. Let us look at those events.

1.3 The Link s between Matthew 24 -25 and the Parable of the

Wheat and Tares . The link between Matthew 24:3 and The Parable of the

Wheat and the Tares in Matthew 13 seems explicit based upon the phrase
"consummation of the age" (" Ggs3heeal Ud
times in Matthew 13 describing the harvest and the time of burning the tares,

where the angels take the wicked from among the righteous at "the
consummation of the age." We can pinpoint this time on the timeline of

prophecy because Matthew 24 presents a precise chronology of events.

1.3.1 The Harvest at the End of the Age . In the Parable of the Wheat
and the Tares, God declined to pull up the tares from the world because He
did not want to uproot the wheat with the tares, so He left both to grow
together until the harvest, the special time He set. When is the harvest?
Several events mark the harvest.

1.3.1.1 The Gathering Out of the Wicked (Tares ). The harvest
occurs when the Son of Man sends forth His angels to gather the wicked
(tares) out of His kingdom for judgment (Matthew 13:41). This harvest comes
without notice and happens suddenly. Having gathered up the wicked, they
are bundled together, and cast into the furnace of fire, where there is
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Notice that they do not appear for detailed
judgment, but rather Jesus emphasized their quick removal from the earth
and delivery to the furnace of fire.
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

1.3.1.2 The Shining F_orth of the Righteous . At harvest, the righteous
(wheat) are gathered into the barn of Jesus. After the wicked (the stumbling
blocks and those who commit lawlessness) are gathered out of the kingdom
of the Son of Man come to earth, then the righteous will shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Therefore, the barn appears to be the
kingdom of Jesus and His Father on earth. Compare the resurrection of
Daniel 12:2 and the saints there shining in Daniel 12:3 after their
resurrection.

1.3.2 Summary of the Harvest as the End of the Age . The harvest
describes the removal of the wicked from the kingdom of God and the shining
forth of the sons of the kingdom in the kingdom of their Father and the Son
of Man. The harvest comes at the end of the age, when Jesus establishes
His Millennial Reign on earth. The order of events in Matthew 24-25 also
clarifies the phrase "the consummation of the age" and amplifies the events
described in The Parable of the Wheat and Tares. In a sense, they interact
with each other. The order of events in a passage often provides details
clarifying the meaning the passage. Such is the case in Matthew 24-25.

1.4 The Order of Events . To be specific, the third question of the disciples
in Matthew 24:3 concerns the sign of the end of the age. Based upon the
order of events in Matthew 24, the "end of the age" occurs after the sign of
the Son of Man appears in the sky, and after the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and after Jesus sends forth His angels with a great trumpet and to gather His
elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other (Matthew
24:30-31). The Parable of the Wheat and Tares provides explicit detail here.
In Matthew 13:43, we know that first the wicked ("tares") are pulled up from
the earth when the angels gather them out of the field, which is the world.
Then sons of the kingdom ("wheat") are left in the world to enjoy the reign of
the Son of Man (Jesus) in the Millennial Kingdom. The righteous left upon
the earth shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew
13:43). Therefore, the end of the age refers to the inauguration of the
Millennial Reign of Christ when He sets up His kingdom on earth, when the
righteous upon the earth shine forth. The wicked have been removed by the
angels taking them away from the earth. The terms "age," "ages," and related
uses of those terms help us expand our knowledge of the New Testament
concept of time events, not just the chronology of time. Time events mean
special eventsont he ti me || i ne, similar to
Testament.
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Section Two

The Phrase " Into the Age"

2.1 To the Age . The phrase "to the age" describes a single age.

Reviewingthe New Te st ament wusage of the phrase
U 3U") provides f ur t-B5eRlease kespirgniind thé or Ma
singular "age" here. We will look at the plural "ages" in the next section. Many

translators take the phrase "intotheage" (" U0 d U 3 U 3U") to

I n my mind, based upon the usage bel ow,
U 3U") does not deny eternity, but ffo
Focusing upon an age draws attention to something happening now and
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

continuing into the age in view (not necessarily eternity). If we ignore the
concept of the age, and always think eternity, then we miss the point at issue
stressing present action within the present time continuing (not necessarily
ending) into the age.

The preposi ti awaysodcurswith'the@ctudative case. It
means often reaching a destination, and often means into the destination. In
the context of age, the phrase "into th
reaching the border of the age, but arrival into the age. The New Testament
writers had a particular phrase to describe eternity: the ages of the ages
("Us d U sUd U 3 U 3¥3"). | f a writer
use that phrase; if he did not use that phrase, then we should ask why use
another "age" phrase? The "age life" often means the age of the Son of Man
reigning as King on earth in the Kingdom of His Father and His own kingdom
come to earth. Jesus frequently referred to the Kingdom of God and therefore
also described age life that begins at the moment of salvation and
guarantees happy entrance into the Millennial Kingdom and continued life
therein. At other times, age life appears future. The context of each usage
must decide.

2.1.2 The Barren Fig Tree . Jesus commanded a fig tree so that it
would not bear fruit.

2.1.2.1 The Withered Fig Tree . Matthew wrote: Seeing a lone fig tree
by the road, Jesus came to it and found nothing on it except leaves only; and

He said to it, ANo | ongeathefagecAndayooce f r ui
the fig tree withered. o ("8aU 4 3 UGge
e o 3 U j;U0U3s “3 U U U £ G aaU ¢ 363,

o 3qUUs U g U 3 U 3U. aU ~a3dy 3ddq U
We know that the fig tree will not live to eternity, so the reference seems

strained to extend the time frame to eternity. Here, the tree withers
immediately and will not bear fruit from that time forward, unless it is restored

in the Millennial Kingdom.

21.22TheFigTree. Mar k wr ot e: fiHe having ans"
'‘No longer to the age no one to eat fruit of you!™ And His disciples were
l i stening. ("aU 2 694 odU0 g U ~Us U
aU; " 3 G o269. aU N 9 )e(dasksll:1et). In this) chske UtU
seems unlikely that the fig tree would live thousands of years or to eternity.

EJ
U
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

It emphasizes the present bareness of the fig tree in the present age and
continuing into the age.

2.1.3 Blasphemy Against The Holy Spirit . The one who blasphemes
the Holy Spirit shal/l not have forgiver
guilty is of age sin ("28206 366 d ~aU
We will see the comparison to "age life" below. By focusing upon age here,
Mark did not suggest forgiveness later, but doom now and continuing into
the end of the present age, when judgment would come. Notice that the
adj ecti ve a-genitive)mddifies3life'thgre. In this case, the class
of sin is age sin, an unforgivable sin in the age.

2.1.4 Abraham and His Descendants . God gives help to Abraham
and his descendants into the age (" U d
and his descendants received help until they enter into the coming age. In
fact, the new age will bring the fulfillment of the New Covenant for Abraham
and his descendants (Jeremiah 31:31; Hebrews 8:8).

2.2 Well of Water . John wrote: "But whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him shall not thirst into the age; but the water that | will give him will

become i n him a wel/l of water springing
iuued @ ) ua 0 U U , @ g Usy UGUS»s
ua Gy U U oUs GUUUs "3 U U “do Uuuae

(John 4:14). Jesus meant that He would give the water of life that (a)

removed all thirst (double negative with subjunctive verb) from now into the

age (Millennial Reign of Christ); and (b) the well of water He gives will spring

up into age life (life in the Millennial Kingdom, the new age to come,

consisting of the reign of Christ on earth for a thousand years (Revelation
2001-7));: remember that the term "U d" mee
of the destination, so the age life means life into the Millennial Reign of Christ

on earth; and (c) age life does not end when the Millennium ends.

2.3 Bread of Life . Jesus said He is the Bread of Life. In the Bread of
Life Discourse (John 6:26-58), Jesus described "age life," a term that often
means new spiritual life starting at the moment of salvation, and continues
into the next age, which is the Millennial Reign of Christ upon earth. The
focus upon age life does not deny eternal life, but instead focuses upon new
spiritual life starting today by grace through faith and continues into the
Millennial Kingdom. It guarantees that the person with "age life" shall be
raised up on the last day to be with Jesus bodily in the Millennial Kingdom

14
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where Jesus reigns on earth for a thousand years, after He vanquishes His
enemies.

2.4 Live_into the Age . Jesus said: "I am the living bread that came
down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live into the age;

and the bread also which I will give fo
U ¢o9 s ) Usd 6 3 “~ o dUdi o6 [ W@3adle d&
s JUsg & GUs U ¢g U 3 U 30U, oaU e } Usd
3y U d Us 9 Uegeg ¥ d") (John 6:51)
was the believer would live from now into the Millennial Kingdom.

2.5 Living Bread . Jesus said: "This is the bread which came down out
of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live
into the age. o ("6 U d " aUs9s s } Usd
G 00U 3 0d 20 2 dUses3L Uy 308 eU.Uag

(John 6:58). As Jesus described "age life," He revealed that He is the Bread
of Life, and He came down from heaven. The Bread of Life is unlike the bread
given to the fathers who ate and died, emphasizing the temporal quality of
that bread, but Jesus is spiritual bread that changes the believer so they will
enter into the age of the Millennial Kingdom.

2.6 The Son Remains . Jesus said that the slave does not remain in
the house into the age ("U g U 3 U 3 U
int o the age ("U d U 3 U 3U") (John 8:
people will enter into the Millennial Age, but only the Son of Man, who will
come receive the kingdom from His Father, the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:1-
22).

2.7 Keeps My Word . "Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps My
word, he will not see death iIinto the ag
~¢ 3 o 263 Udy & , d 3U0U0e3--doublesegativéU¥) 0
with subjunctive) (John 8:51). Using the double negative with the subjunctive
again, Jesus promised that people who keep His word will not see death into
the age. Jesus did not mean that they die after the age of the Millennial
Kingdom, but promised they would have spiritual life to enter into the
Millennial Kingdom.

28TheJewsSaid. John wrote: The Jews said t
that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say,
0l f anyone keeps tMgstweordf deatwh |l intnhott!l
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[ 3] U U G 8 g U W Usssel: 339 833 ““a63Usagle Usb j L
a U G "3yelG UUs, aU ¥ > oUsdlL - 3 Usgd
dUs Ueg U g U 3 U 3U.") (John 8:52). J
with the subjunctive to explain that saved believers will not taste death for

the period of time stretching from the time of His words into the age of His

Millennial Kingdom.

291Agelife. Jesus promised: | give to the
Y 3 lg”ve.s”es")v, and they shall not be
2~ a2¥y3UUWs U 3 U 3 U) (John 10:28). Jes

negative with the subjunctive to stress that "age life" does not mean
destruction, when the ungodly are destroyed in Hades (see Afterlife for the

use of the term "destroyed.") The adje
("e¥y 3").

2.9.2 Age Life Defined . Jesus defined "age life" as the life "all who live
andbel i eve in Me shall not die into the
~ g G £ >~ 6 d -sdoubl&neghtivélwith sulbjunctive"P(John
11:26). Jesus again used the double negative with the subjunctive to define
the phrase "age life" and contrasted it with "resurrection." Believers do not
need to worry about dying before the Millennial Kingdom arrives, because
Jesus guarantees they have "age life," which means they will live into the
Millennial Kingdom. Of course, Jesus means spiritual life, with bodily
resurrection to enter the Millennial Age. The time of that resurrection occurs
for saints at the Clouds Resurrection of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and Daniel
12:2, and for others who died during the Tribulation at the beginning of the
Millennial Reign.

fal)

2.10 Messiah Remains . The crowd said to Jesus that according to
the Law, "the Christ abides into the a
(John 12:34). The crowd read or heard the Old Testament prophecies about
Christ and understood He would abide into the age. This verse helps us
understand the crowd had an expectation that Messiah would come and stay
into the new age. They did not understand that Messiah would suffer first,
and then enter His glory in the new age (Luke 24:6). Until then, He would be
spiritually present with His believers (Matthew 28:20).

211 Peter'sFeet. Peter said to Him, Alnto t
my feet!o Jesus answered him, Alf 1 do
Me. 0 ("e& o2Us U U  Ujedlk B deU 8 Y d
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2 " Uay) dd dqée d U U L ~ 3 ¢ 3 y¥r 00, o«
13:8) Jesus again used the double negative with the subjunctive to describe

age life. In this case, Jesus meant that He would wash the feet of Peter so

that he would have age life, not by foot washing, but by faith; Jesus washed

the feet of the disciples indicating the service of the Suffering Servant from

then until He serves them in the Millennial Kingdom (Luke 12:37).

2.12 The Helper. Jesus promised another Helper: "l will ask the
Father, and He will glve you another Helper, that He may be with you into
the age" ("a2 2 ;xU gy U 3 “~UU0U ;U0 »aU 6 3G 3
eUdo e 3 U 'y dbn 11:16) As Jesus neared His crucifixion
and ascension, He promised that the Father would send the Helper to be
with the disciples. Jesus again makes a kingdom promise that the Helper
ministry would start then and continue into the Millennial Kingdom. Jesus did
not deny the eternal ministry of the Holy Spirit, but emphasized His ministry
from then into the Millennial Kingdom.

2.13 No Meat. "Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, | will
not eat meat into the age, so that | will not cause my brother to stumble.”
("us ~U; U by ¢U LuealeeucUg}, sd)lo & 302 AP o
U 3 U, 3 U ¢ U 3 2 0 U&liConnthians §13)Rall3 u U o
used the same double negative with the subjunctive to describe action
beginning then and continuing into the Millennial Kingdom. Paul was not
focused upon eternity, but upon the specific period of time until Jesus reigns

in the Millennial Kingdom.

2.14 God's Righteousness . As it is written,i H SCATTERED
ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES

INTO THE AGE. 0o Ud" d o 3540 gUmEvals Ue d ~ 3«
UsaUsel 3d U Us "% (2 €dlisthialls 99) (duioting P&aIm 3 U .
112:9--His righteousness endures forever--" | - ;7 xW.")..As méntibned

above, the kingdom of God dominates the Scriptures. Some t r ans | at or
render the ! Hadr éwr dver . The Psal mi sts

"1 T ;1" Ma refer. to the praise of God (Psalm 111:10) and the
righteousness of God (Psalm 111:3, 112:3, 112:9). Based upon the other

uses of the phrase " '": .7 1"Mn_t he Psalms, the trans
forever righteousness seems sound®"i.n (Rs
by itself does not always reference ete

s wha24)o neL ihkoepwei ds ¢

ends when the one see 3
i ght eous WwWi"l)bjutdwwee |

Psalm 37: 29, t he r i
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know that the entire earth will be burned up and destroyed with fire (2 Peter
3:10). In Psalm 61:8, the Psalmist declares he will sing praise to the name
of God " for dvébiutco(h'e qualifies it with pa\y
( "r *x° ) lnPdalrh 148, the Psalmist praised God for the creation of sun,
moon, heavenly host, angels and others; He established them "forever and

ever" (" T MY M ABy. using ‘the *phrase “forever and ever"
(G \4(I->1-V1A f!)1,LtH1e Psalmist ihtroduced some doubt in my mind that
S Psvelm 112:9 is the same period of time described by "forever
and ever' (" +  JMXV L M)Min Psalim .148; 6X(see also Isaiah 30:8).

Therefore, t he phrase "U d U 3 U 3uU"
the end of the age. A fuller discussion of the Hebrew terms for eternity would

be helpful to decide the matter finally. Based upon New Testament usage of

the phrase "U dg U 3 U sU0," | stildl proe
New Testament context and Psalm 148:6, but | appreciate the strong

argument against such a translation. Context must decide each usage.

2.15 Priesthood of Christ . Christ is a priest into the age according to

the order of Melchizedek (" Uquatingga U d
Melchizedek passage from Psalm 110:4--(" " & "0 % LS T B oo
o "D T.he t evbt er fdescribes the |l engt

t hat priesthood.

2.16 Jesus Has Entered . Hebrews provides: "where Jesus has
entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest into the age
according to the order ofesMejlchlqed'eek
U & oadUs dqte d, oaUU U 3 U 393 zUacsal
U 3U") (Hebrews 6:20). The time fr ame
writer may have intended a reference to the Millennial Kingdom. In the
alternative, the writer may have stressed the eternality of the high priestly
work of Jesus. By translating the phrase "into the age" literally, the reader
can understand the semantic range of the phrase, which includes both a
reference to the Millennial Kingdom and eternity beyond.

2.17 Witnessed . Hebrews provides: For it is withessed of Him, i ®©U
ARE A PRIEST INTO THE AGE ACCORDING TO THE ORDER
OF MELCHIZEDEKO (" u; Ugy U UWle Ug Uy g Wed U s U
U 393 zUaecsl uUs- qu)otlng( d—ll\deb:mzedeals pasgagel flom

Psalm 110:4--(~ ! -4 37 4 &2 T8N NTshe . iHebrew te
"+ "diexsscritbes the Iength of time of th:
phrase "into the age "ndelstartdé&e serhantictange he r e
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of the phrase, which includes both a reference to the Millennial Kingdom and
eternity beyond.

2.18 Sworn. Hebrews provides: For they indeed became priests
without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him,
ArHE LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, 6 ®U ARE
APRIESTI NTO THE (ABGEOGO; 3 o2 J} 6¥) d ] 8YE

oUoe3 Uld, £UC yJaxeal Ud s eldUa oe
o J9a8d oaU G e UUWe W adf| dU G U eedvs 1R1-- 3 U. ")
quoting a Melchizedek passage from Psalm 110:4--(" ~ t+. LM LS 1T B -

o T DT.he t Hebr eew ‘tdeersnt r'i bes the | engt
that priesthood. By trans/| allyithegeadeh e phr
can understand the semantic range of the phrase, which includes both a
reference to the Millennial Kingdom and eternity beyond.

2.19 Christ Appointed Son . For the Law appoints men as high
priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, a
Son, made perfect forever (" 3 €6d o |
“6e3U0U0d 20d 3UsUs, > 26d U U d ] 8¢
U s U 3 U U U (Hemews 728). 8herstHe phrase "into the age"
("0 d U 3 U 3U") is applied to God, |
eternity as a good translation.

2.20 The Word of the Lord . firthe word of the Lord abides into the
age. 0 " U eU o293 6g ¢ 3Us-trahslagfingyU 3 U
Isaiah 40: 8-—and the word of our God will stand to olam-- ~ . , * 1~
Foo XYM én «t he phraseU "d nG ositdh @ malli"e)e c
t o t he wo ratkomakes &strahg claimtto eternity.

2.21 Priesthood . The writer of Hebrews explained: "but Jesus, on the
other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood to the age"
("UusUssUssUU3Ug’U30
(Hebrews 7:24). When t he phrase "into the age"
to God, | believe it makes the strongest claim to eternity as a good
translation.

2.22 Doing the Will of God . John wrote that "the one who does the

will of God abides into the age" ( " 89 3 U d adeU Us
U 3U") (1 John 2:17). I n 1 John 2, the
passing away (" U; o2U00Us"). |l n that <coi
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phrase into the age" (" Weydndtiemssity 3 U"
away of the worl d. Il n | ight of the wuse
in 1 Corinthians 2:6, 7:31, and 1 John 2:8, the passing away has already

begun and so a reference to the destruction of the world by fire may not be

in view. In 1 John 2, the world is tied to the lusts of the world, indicating a link

to the time of evil men, and the shining forth of the light of Jesus Christ (1

John 2:8--remember Daniel 12:3 and the Parable of the Wheat and Tares on

believers shlnlng in the Millennial Klngdom——Matthew 13:43). Therefore, the
translatonof”" i nt o t he age'’ ("0 d U 3 U 3 uU")
but to a more definite time.

2.23 The Truth . John wrote that the truth "will be with us into the age”
("eUdo e 30 apUB)YU(E Uobn 1:2). As wit
U 3U") applied to God, when the phras:¢
applied to the truth from God, it also makes a strong claim to eternity.

2.24 The Age of His Glory . Peter wrote: "After you have suffered for
a little while, the God of all grace, Who called you into the age of His glory in

Christ, will Himself confirm, strengthen establish you." (" a dU d
¢ 3 sUesd, aUa GUd e d U g U 3 U 39¢
" 0d 300@ BUO0OU; U aUs, aUdy 3Us, GadUs aUs
The phrase "into the age of His glory"

a clear reference to the glory of the Millennial Reign of Christ, as the saints
shine forth in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:43; see also Jesus
comes with glory --1 Peter 1:11; Luke 21:27).

2.25 Kingdom Age . Peter wrote: "For in this way entrance into the age

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to

you" ("6 U¥xd o } “~ae6gl0 ¥d ~ 966} dodd VY|
bUGsalU Uz Us 9g) 6g ¢ 3 aU GxyU je6d
phrase "into the age kingdom" refers to entrance of saints into the kingdom

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which is the Millennial Kingdom, which

will be abundant, as believers must be all the more diligent to be sure of their

calling and choosing by God (2 Peter 1:10).
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Section Three

The Phrase "Into the Ages"

"into the ages
notice the plural of ages, describes a period of time spanning more than one
age.

3.1 Into the Ages. The phrase

3.1.1 Reign of Christ into the Ages . Luke wrote: And He will reign
over the house of Jacob into the ages, and His kingdo m wi | | have nc
(" aU bUGsalU GUs ~° U 3 6 o83 Us b U
@ o ~ 0UUg9Luke 1:833. The kingdom of God here has no end, and
the period of time may be eternal. Therefore, we should take special note
that the phrase "into the ages" when applied to God may mean eternity, and
certainly a period beyond a single age.
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3.1.2 Blessed into the Ages.

3.1.2.1 Blessed into the Ages . Paul wrote: For they exchanged the
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed into the ages. Amen. ("6 Us3Ud eUU oo
2 dUsUs Us dUa ~3 U yU uUs aU ~ G Ul
" Uy U 3 o0 GUsUU, d “~aGUss U a80odU d
1:25). This use of the phrase "into the ages" tends to confirm the meaning
that eternity may in view, particularly when the phrase references God.

3.1.2.2 Blessed into the Ages . Paul wrote: Whose are the fathers,
and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God
bl essed into the ages. Amen ("U a262dqU ¢
9:5). Paul often added an amen after his praise. Like other New Testament
writers, Paul used the phrase "into the ages" to describe God, and often
meant eternity.

3.1.3 Glor\()to God_into the Ages . Paul ascribed glory to God into the
ages ("U d Ue d U 3uUd, =2¢ 3") (Romans
phrase "into the ages" when applied to God means eternity, or a period of

ages beyond the Millennial Age.

3.1.4 Glory to Jesus into the Ages . Paul ascribed glory to Jesus into
the ages: to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory into the
ages. Amen (" e 3 0ed dU , Us dide }
2 € 3") (Romans 16: 27) . askhntosheagssdwhem nf i r n
applied to God, means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial
Age.

3.1.5 Blessed God and Father _into the Ages . Paul declared that the
God and Father of the Lord Jesus is bl e
(2 Corinthians 11:31). This use confirms the phrase "into the ages," when
applied to God means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age.

3.1.6 Throne of God . Hebrews provides: But of the
Son, A Y OUTRRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE

RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OFHI S KI NGDOM™" (" }
loJ 3 Lg &) 3ed Uegqg d@ dUUaUEﬁeld Bued 8U
U d Ud U e d Uu d ud)gdquomlr@U Bsgilm 45:6

- CEOWS IMYME W duxxs "\)HEe(brewsThle 8writer
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-

Hebr ews transl at ed"wihteh stihned | pgh rtlaessemU'” 3 U

U 3" @herefore, we know that the phrase "0 d U 3 U 3"U Uags
when applied to God, may+ ¥,rdavnesn attheo utghhe t
plural”and .Lother phrases were availabl

wWriters.

3.1.7 Jesus Christ the Same _into the Ages . Hebrews provides:
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and the same One also into the ages
(" QUegj;suug"GdgeU 8 eUy) g3
13:8). This use confirms the phrase "into the ages," when applied to God,
means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age. This verse
divides time into three periods. First,
and Acts 17:23 to refer to the day befo
describes the current day. Third,itdes cr i bes t he future as
Us d &JUd" ). Therefore, the past and pre
not ages. The writer intends to make the point that time can be viewed by
day or by the age, or by combinations of those times. In this case, we have
another indication that the phrase "into the ages," when applied to God,
means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age.

Ce

3.1.8 God Our Savior_into all the Ages . Jude wrote: To the only God
our Savior be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all the age and

now and into al | the ages, amen (" | "Us U0 ¢
sUUd Ue d U sUd, 2¢ 3.") (Jude 1:25)

di vision of time. First, Jude wrote abo

"UsU d Us U 3 8 dne or moré agesb precaded the greser a t

age. The "all" describes the length of the present age, and suggests an

expansive period of ti me. Second, Jude

that the implication is that mowois part of the present age. Three, Jude wrote

about "into all the ages" ("U d ~ 3U0U0(d

to come. This verse provides great help in understanding time and ages in
the New Testament. As above, when the term fagesoapplies to God, it could
mean either eternity or a period of time beyond the future age.

3.1.9 Power to God into the Ages . Peter ascribed to Him the power
into the ages, amen (" U U "{lPeter5:1lficd U
As above, when the term fagesoapplies to God, it could mean either eternity
or a period of time beyond the future age. Notice the amen, again.
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3.1.10 The Ages Dwellings . Luke wrote: They will receive you into
the ages dwelUUsngse (U agy U d U +~¥3
understand this parable to authorize believers to use unrighteous wealth to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ so that more people believe and have
heavenly residences prepared for them. So, when believers die, the saved
people receive them into their heavenly residences. Therefore, | understand
the phrase "
heavenly dwellings that last beyond the present age and into future ages,

apparentlytoet erni ty. Notice the adjective

dwellings. These are dwellings for the ages.

24
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Section Four

The Phrase filnto t he Ages of the Ages 0

4.1 The Ages of the Ages . The phrase fthe ages of the ageso( " Us d
U sUd U 3 U 3¥3") most often applies
as well. | have included some verses with textual variants. When applied to
God, it appears to mean eternity, like the phrase above, "into the ages."

4.2 Glory and Honor . Paul wrote: to Whom the glory to the ages of 5
the ages. Amen. (" 7 0 33U U") @aldtisns d U
1:5) Paul ascribed honor and glory to God: to Whom be the glory into the
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ages of the ages. Amen. ( " 7 u 30U U g Ue dg U 3
2 ¢ 3(Galatians 1:5). The phrase "into I
U sUdg U 3 U 3several hgesd Ehe plural "ages' indicates

many ages, probably speaking of eternity, particularly when applied to God.

This praise phrase is often completed with Amen.

4.3 Glory to Our God and Father . Paul wrote: Now to our God and
Father be the glory intot he ages of the ages. Amen.
¢ 3 7 U 33U U d Ue d U (Phiippigns 41208 Agtin, 3 ¥ 3 ,
Paul praised our God and Father, ascribing to Him glory into the ages of the
ages ("Ues d U 3Ud U 3 U aimhkethd otherNot i c
plurals of "ages," when referring to God, eternity often seems to fit the
context best.

4.4 The Only God . Paul wrote: Now to the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory into the ages of the ages. Amen.
("¢ u bUUGOsaU U s U s3¥3, =20d 3 U0 2 B}
Us d U sUd U 3 U 3¥3, 2¢ 3.") (1 Timo
the contrast of Galatians 1: 4, "rescue
7e d "8 Us U 3 seg3 dU esmge s”ingul'&n‘idléscrlﬁiegg‘the ’
present time) with Galatians 1:5, “to whom the glory to the ages of the ages”
(" 7 4 30 0O d Ue d U sUd U 3 U 3Y¥3")
age with eternal age, he used the phrase "the ages of the ages," which
always, or almost always, meant eternity in the Old and New Testament
usage.

4.5 Glory To God . Paul wrote: The Lord will rescue me from every evil
deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly klngdom to Him be the glory
to the ages of the ages. Amen (" VRVISRY e U 9 Joed
"83d) @ a U 8 aUs U g U 3 pUGsaU Us U
Us d U 3 Ud U 3 (ATimothyw#:48). Likeghe ather'plurals of
"ages," when referring to God, eternity often seems to fit the context best.

4.6 Glory to Jesus Christ . The writer of Hebrews ascribed glory to
Jesus Chri st to the ages of t he ages
U 3¥3], 2¢ 3.") (Hebrews 13:21). 1 f tFt
"ages of the ages" refers to the eternity of Jesus Christ. The presence of the
well-attested "amen" with the plural "ages" favors (somewhat) the longer
reading.
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4.7 Glory and Power to Jesus Christ . Peter ascribed the glory and
thepowert o Jesus Christ to thes agec{sueof jt)hsel
“aUss3 3 U 33U oaU U a; Ued U d Ue d
4:11). The plural "the ages of the ages" emphasized the eternal glory and

power of Jesus Christ.

4.8 Glory and Power to God . John recorded: fto God the glory and
the power to the ages [of the agesjo( " U U 7 0 33U aU U g
U sUd [U 3 U 3¥3] L2 3.") (Revelatior
to Hebrews 13:21, above.

4.9 | Am Living . John recorded: fand the living One; and | was dead,
and behold, | am alive into the ages of the ages, and | have the keys of death
and of Hadeso (" a U e 3, a U ~o2Us ed3 3Usay} ¢
U sUdg U 3 U 3¥3 aU “6v U d 22U d Us
1:18). John emphasized the eternal life of Christ using the phrase of "into the
ages of the ages, in keeping with other uses of the plurals of "ages" to
describe Jesus and His eternal attributes. In this context, He was dead, but
now lives to eternity.

4.10 Worship Him . John wrote: fil he twenty-four elders will fall down
before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives into
the ages of the ages, and will cast their crowns before the throne, sayingo
(" Ute 3UUs @ U acgls U GGUyUg "3 060 UU
d 3e6g oU "180ags3 UGegloes U s 3Us U ¢
bUae Gs3 Use d GUUG 36gd U U 3 “3 “se63 U
4:10). The plurals of "ages" described the eternal life of God.

4.11 The Living One . fAnd when the living creatures give glory and
honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives into the
agesoftheageso(TU UU3 U Gegloes U c U 0 3Us
U aUdde 3 ~ U dj 3 U s 3Us U
(Revelation 4:9). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe the eternal life
of God.

4.12 Blessing, Honor, Glory, Power . John recorded: fthe One
seated on the throne and to the Lamb the blessing and the honor and the
glory and the dominion to the ages of the ageso( " U aUddeUs dj "3
a U U 2 } 3 7 U @269 U aUd W WselUas U U
U 3 U (Rewemtion 5:13). The plurals of "ages" were used to ascribe
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eternal blessing and honor and glory and dominion to God the Father and
the Lamb.

4.13 The Bles sing, the Honor and the Glory and the  Power . John
recorded: ito Him Who created heaven and all the things in it, and the earth
and all the things in it, and the sea and all things in it | heard saying: to the
One sitting upon the throne and to the Lamb the blessing and the honor and

the glory and the power to the ages of the ageso( " o U "3 aU GeU
e 4 Us soU 77 U d o d aU "8 Ux U d
U Us d ~ 3UU NeesglU & o063UUdLU saUdde 3

U acaUU 7 Usce a U 7 U0 30 80U U a; Us
(Revelation 5:13). The plurals of fagesowere used to describe the eternity of
God the Father and the Lamb.

4.14 Blessing, Glory, Wisdom, Thanksgiving, Honor, Power and
Strength . John recorded: fto our God be blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength to the ages of the ages
("2¢ 3, 7 U ao U aU 7 U 33U aU 7 08
U 3Uegsd oaU g G d U d U ek 32 ¢U 3d ) U
(Revelation 7:12). The plurals of fagesowere used to describe the eternity of
God.

4.15 He Who Lives. John wrote: fAnd swore by Him who lives to the
ages of the ages, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND
THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS
IN IT, that there will be delay no longero( " o U eeuUs ~3 U 6
U 3Ud U 3 U 3Y3, d “eUsaUs U 3 6 4 Us
U ~3 U U a U U 3 d a200GU3 oU U " 3
(Revelation 10:6). The plurals of fagesowere used to describe the eternal life
of God.

4.16 Christ Will Reign __. John wrote: fiThen the seventh angel sounded;
and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 'The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign to the

ages of the ages'o( " ¥ U “bileesd s oo0Uasd "0 o o
elUo aUs "3 U e J Us  aU ols3lWeUdLs ~loe a3gU Use
17¢e aU Uea ) o0Us U Us , auU bud%aU OU

(Revelation 11:15). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe the eternity
of the reign of Jesus Christ.
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4.17 God Who Lives. frhen one of the four living creatures gave to
the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives to
the ages of the ages. ¢ " a U 3 "9 U 3 UUVGG §j¥3 6
2020 a69d ~ U s a2Ud 63g0 d o2U0Ueas GUJ Ua
Us d U sUd U 3 U 3¥3") ORefiaggaausedon 15
to describe the eternal life of God.

4.18 Other References . The phrase "ages of the ages" also applied
to other things.

4.19 The Smoke of Their Torment. _ John recorded: And the smoke
of their torment goes up into the ages of the ages; they have no rest day and
night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the
mar k of his name.o(neU oU 3 d Us b U
> 30pU 3U0s, oU 8 o “e6eglsas 23 "~Uglsa 9e¢
U ddy; 63 aU U 3 U 30 U Us W e gU ¢
U U e (Revelation 14:11). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe the
eternal torment of the wicked, and the phrase "no rest day and night" speaks
of the continual, daily suffering.

4.20 Revelation 19:3 . John recorded: nBaby |l on,smokeh os e
ascends into the ages of the ageso( " T U g0 UUje3 U jdoaUsl
o0 3 g U U g 23UpU 3Us U g Ue d U s Ud
The plural of "ages" emphasized the eternal smoke ascending, suggesting
something beyond the physical Babylon.

4.21 Beast and False Prophet Tormented . John recorded: fAnd the
devil who deceived them was thrown into the Lake of Fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented

-~

day and night into the ages of the ageso( " a U s beaasgd “aUs
“bo ddq U d U 3 & e3ds Us gy d aU 0
yUgue 366G Udd, oaU bUGUsslGd Ge3UUs e |
U s U 3¥3") (Revelation 20:10). Like R
were used to describe the eternal torment of the wicked, and the phrase "no

rest day and night" speaks of the continual, daily suffering.

4.22 Saints Reign . John recorded: fAnd there will no longer be any
night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the
sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign to the ages
of the ages.oTherefore, we know that the saints reign in the New Jerusalem
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aslongas Godlivesint o the future, into the ages
" GUUs " Us aU 6 ® ~6eglss 6y U Us dGyU d
duU d GyU aGUs ~ "6 U Ue d, auU bUGsaU 0@

(Revelation 22:5). The plurals were used to describe the eternal life of God.

4.23 Summary of the Use of Ages of the Ages . The phrase "the ages
of the ages" generally refers to God and His eternal life, and describes
eternal praise to God and the glory of His eternal attributes. Therefore, the
other uses of same term "the ages of the ages" often means eternity as well,
which fits the context and the limited uses of the phrase "the ages of the
ages." Furthermore, the phrase "into the ages of the ages" proves that the
wicked suffer eternally and the righteous reign with God for eternity. Finally,
the phrase "the ages of the ages" emphasized the eternality of God and His
attributes and often refers to His praise and worship.
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Section Five

The Age of Ages

5.1 Age of Ages . Paul wrote: fito Him the glory in the church and in

Christ Jesus to all the generations of the age of the ages, ameno( " U U B

ua U0 ~3 U “ao9adl a U ~3 4900 diae
U s U 3¥3, 2 ¢ 3321l)(EpfPeadsi ased the prep
he also used in the phrase "into the ages of the ages" to describe the period

“to all the generations of the age of the ages."” In this case, the generations

extend into a prolonged future, perhaps even eternity, but thecombination of

the church and the generations seems to focus upon a definite period of time,

the Millennial Kingdom.

5.2 Your Throne . But of the Son, i Y O UTIRRONE, O GOD, ISINTO
THE AGE OF THE AGES THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER

OF HIS KINGDOM® § ™ d U U 3dyg sed dag d U
U ®& U, amg biedg U (d Mudgudug@m@peau
(Hebr ews -¢uolt:i8ng Psalm - -

S LM A Y Rekx 9) WOt i ce the! Tpirarxge |
i ndicating an emphasis upon "age" or a
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"1 T smocxc urr b oxnd y i B, 4B:34a52:9n 89236, 1045, ant n:
Jeremiah 7:7 and 25:5. In Psalm 45:7, 48:14, 52:9, the phrase describes
God. In Psalm 52:9, the phrase described David's trust in God. In Psalm
89:36, the throne of David will be established like the moon, and the witness
in the sky is faithful (this reference may be more limited than eternity, and
emphasized the Millennial Reign). In Jeremiah 7:7, he wrote: then I will let
you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers from age and
unto ageo ("7 LT T X b M e X A T T LT e M T A e x X
F-" M. Jeremiah 7: 7, the phrase descrilct
fat herst . ™and meaits.La. period. of ti me
than the | i fe of the eart h.aclkedhatttheer mor
phrases " f rom agk"t A'™d” "unt o -apb.tiif"déscrib
specific periods of tlme, and so do nof
phrases described a period of time that
an Jeremiah 7:7, Jeremiah used a uni qui
7 and 25:5) to desenri.b"¢mnd i"men'd "umrtoan

M o™ ).n "Jeremiah 25: 5, Jeremiah wrote:
om hi s e womthe ewlafyouradeeds, and dwell on the land which

L RD has given to you and your forefathers from age and unto age;
4 Y, xS .. . . o\ . s N . I + M s T
F L X 1T ™) LirKle L deremiaht 7677 1N % Joe
p h r a'sf g om rag e a0t " and unt.oa"x@dggsltr ((bed t |
period of time the Lord gave | sramrl the
the period of time may mean eternity, but the land itself will certainly be
destroyed by fire in the future (2 Peter 3:10). In fact, the people of Israel will
not inherit that land in perpetuity, because of the destruction of the earth with
fire (2 Peter 3:10).
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Section Six

Into Age Life

6.1 Righteous to Age Life . Matthew wrote: iThese will go away into.

age punishment, but the righteous to age lifeo( "2 ~ UaU Ge3UUs @

o aUlGss U 3963, @ U U 228:463. 3his Wersg
provides a nice explanation of the

the prepositi on The'cdhtragthere inzalves tha movemen .

into age punishment for the wicked versus the movement into age life for the
righteous. Compare John 5:24-29 with resurrection to judgment opposed to
the resurrection of life. The believers do not go to a judgment regarding life,
because they already have life at the moment of
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salvation (John 5:24). The punishment age concerns time in Hades awaiting

the final judgment at the Great White Throne of Revelation 20:11ff. The
contrast is not between punishment and eternal life, but age punishment and
age life. Therefore, the age life in view here is Jesus sitting upon His
Millennial Throne on earth and separating the sheep from the goats. Jesus
separates the sheep from the goats, sending the wicked (goats) to age
punishment in Hades and the righteous (the sheep) to age life in the
Millennial Kingdom where they will shine forth. Neither Hades nor the
Millennial Kingdom is the final destination for either the wicked or the
righteous. The wicked will end up in the Lake of Fire and the Righteous will
end up in the New Jerusalem. As a side note, when the adjective "age"
appears in the predicative position with "life," | have chosen to translate the
phrase as simply age life, instead of age is life, or some variation thereof.

6.2 Well of Water . John wrote: fi bt whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him shall never thirst; but the water that | will give him will become

in him a well of water springing up into age lifeo( " d 06 4+ 3 ° i
e 70 a 4Gy U U , e ¢ sy GUs U d U
u U oUs GUUUs "3 U U “do tuued 3 aoa

4:14). As Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well, He offered her
the water which would become a well springing up to age life. The age life in
view here seems to fit best with age life in the Millennial Kingdom because
of the other uses of the phrase "age life" and the immediate context. In John
4, the woman was thinking about the coming Messiah, and Jesus identified
Himself as the Messiah of Israel, and the Messiah for Samaria (John 4:25-
26).

6.3 Gathering Fruit . MAlready he who reaps is receiving wages and is

gathering fruit for age lifed( " dU; e¥3 e950d a2UalUst;3Us
U d er 3 (Johmoaatz™8)6). The adjective "ag
term "life" ("ey 3"). When the disciple

home of the woman at the well), Jesus explained the reapers are gathering
fruit for age life. In light of the promise of age life to the woman at the well, it
seems that age life means life into the age of the Millennial Kingdom.

6.4 Food Which Abides . John wrote: Do not work for the food which
destroys (see the Afterlife on destruction), but for the food which abides into
age life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God,
has setHisseal. 0"~ ;o sU00dU ¢ U 3 by Goasz U 3
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The Concept oAges in the New Testament

o

by Gss U 3 & 36glUs U d v 3 U 39

G
Us Uss o | 00 3 ~“8dy o990GUs ga'U
e

(" U 3963") modifies the term "1 if
John 6, Jesus described Himself as the Bread of Life. The crowds gathered
are around Jesus in this passage not because of His signs, but because they
ate the physical bread He gave to them (John 6:26). Jesus taught that people
should not work for the food which destroys, but for the food which abides to
age life. In John 6:39-40, Jesus explained that age life meant that Jesus
would raise believers up on the last day, and He would lose not even one of
them. Therefore, Jesus spoke about believers in Him having "age life" and

Jesus wil |l raise them up on the | as

U 3963, oaU 3000 ay U U 3 "~ o [~
Therefore, the link to the resurrection and age life becomes explicit in John
6:40. The saints are raised up into life in the age of the Millennial Kingdom.

6.5 Age Life . iHe who loves his soul loses it, and he who hate§ his
soul in this world will keep it into age life. ¢ " tea 3 U 3

o 822 Us U U 3, a U esal0 3 U 3 yge

-~

modi fies the term "Ilife" ("e¥y 3").

6.6 Hates His Life . John wrote: iHe who loves his soul will lose it, and
he who hates his soul in this world will keep it to age lifeo( " doa 3
U Us 2 g od UsUU3, a U eol 3
sy 3 U 3983 (Ggea 3Us U U 3") (John
age life in the context of the hour for the Son of Man to be glorified, by dying
like a grain of wheat falling into the ground and then bringing forth much fruit
(John 12:24). Jesus then spoke about serving Him and being with Him. Jesus
also spoke about the coming judgment and saving the world (John 12:47-
48). Again, the Millennial Kingdom seems in view, although in this context is
not as clear.

6.7 Appointed . Luke wrote: iWhen the Gentiles heard this, they
rejoicing and glorifying the word of’ the Lord; and as many as had been
appointed to age life believed. 6"~ a6 83 UU U U Y ds
U 3 & 2063 Us agy 6g oaU ~ 7 40U0g¢g
U 3963") (Acts 13:48). The adject
(" e ¥ 3 'aylpreadhed inPhe synagogue at Pisidian Antioch, many Jews

there rejected the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Paul moved on to the Gentiles.
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The Concept oAges in the New Testament

As Paul preached to the Gentiles, as many as were appointed to age life
believed. In this context, | did not find a clear indication that "age life" referred
to eternal life or life into the Millennial Age. Therefore, | submit that "age life"
means life into the Millennium because of the predominant usage elsewhere.

6.8 Grace. Paul wrote: 50 that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace
would reign through righteousness to age life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 0

(" 30 80y “pUG &aUglGUs 7 seU0; U0 U -3
bUGsal Us UosaUsaell 3dd U d ¥ 3 U &
1€ 3") ( Romahnes aXd:j2elc)t.i v " age" (" U 394
"I i f e IQthiscentest,'Paul spoke of sin reigning in death. In contrast,

grace would reign through righteousness into age life through Jesus Christ.
Notice the contrast between the two reigns. Although not clear, this contrast
fits perfectly with age life referring to the Millennial Kingdom, when the earth
Is restored under the Millennial Reign of Christ and believers live resurrected
in that kingdom with Jesus.

6.9 Believe . Paul wrote: iJesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect
patience as an example for those who would believe in Him into age lifeo

(""" 300 3dqUU>s j;qu d qée d U 3 - " 0GUs
U 3 egUeaa 3Uy3 “s0U0 Ussz ~ "6 U U U d s
adjective " age" (" U 3963") modi fies the te
1:17, Paul described the King, in the context of reigning and dominion.
Although not clear, the context lends some support for into age life meaning
into the Millennial Kingdom.

6.10 Keep Yourselves . fKeep yourselves in love of God, waiting the
mercy of the Lord of us Jesus Christ into age ife. "~ UgUe d "3 29
Ud; GU0OU " e0uUc eUsaess U *aUed Us 30}
U 39863") (Jude 1:21) .e63"h)e madiefcite sy et Hea
("e¥ 3"). Notice here that the saints

indicating they do not have it yet. This future reference supports life into the
Millennial Kingdom, when He reigns as Lord and King.
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Section Seven

From the Age and Ages

7.1 Bring to Light . Paul wrote: "and to bring to light what is the
administration of the mystvery which for ages has been hidden in God who
created all thingso( " a U a¥ LU dgd] U sU [d 73 s a@636¢ U Ua

o

o " eoaUajgee 38Qg -2 U s U »P3 (Lwticld " d U
preposition as moving away from being hidden) (Ephesians 3:9). In this
context, The term "from the ageséfer (":

to eternity, but to the period of time before God revealed the administration
of the mystery which has been hidden in God who created all things.
Therefore, the phrase "from the ages" refers to a specific period of past time.

7.2 Hidden . Paul wrote: ithe mystery which has been hidden from the
ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saintsd ( " U
sguU;se3 U z’eeUe;gse 363 2 i3 Us 30 U
~GU3U0); dd Ues ¢notice prepasition & mbving dway from
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being hidden) (Colossians 1:26). In this verse, we see that the mystery has
been hidden both "from the ages" and "from the generations.”" Some people
argue that certain powers rule over each age. In Ephesians 2:1-2, Paul
wrote: And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly
walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the power

of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedienceo( " 7 U

e d 3UUd 3Uej;ae d Ues d ~ UyeU30 €30
"Uys0" 00 aUOUU oU0U U s U 3U Us

~38g0 Ud Us > 3e68d, Us "3U eU0Uesd
>~ U s d UNotige the) phrase "according to the age of this world" and its
relationshipto fandac cor di ng to the ruler of
U 3 ¢36630U U d “38gl Ud Us 2 ] @
(Matthew 9:34-~ 3 U s Je3Us U 3 uUsegas ¥

dJ3 g’eU

S] ueaea

Ue

t he
d") .

3 " ot

12:31-3 3 93 UGsod ~aU 3 Ugs 3 lﬁJBGgeUmjsldcgch

“ebadd GUUUs ° &+0y; Jiohns i 6dlvd, U
Us Usg o o8} sUUs). The dhmasblindedthamsindg of
the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of Godo ( " “3 @68 d dU d
~U GeavGUs U 3@ ¢UUU U 3 2" (GU~rs
U UooUa g U d U 3dd Use j 19006
4:4). In 1 Corinthians 2:6, Paul wrote: fiYet we do speak wisdom among
those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers
of this age, who are passing awayo( " Ee (i U3z a>Uaga
GedG Us G Us U 3ed Ue Uesg 6 U
a UUU} o 6 g.sPauscordrdsted God's wisdom in a mystery with wisdom
not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age (suggesting again the work of the
devil and his minions). Therefore, with that background of a spiritual ruler of
the world being the devil, we may understand that the "age of this world" and
the "ruler of this world" go hand in hand. Therefore, the phrase "hidden from
the ages" refers to the ages ruled by the devil and his slaves. So, with the
next phrase focused upon "from the generations," we know that phrase has
strong Old Testament roots and describes human generations (e.g., Genesis
9:12; Exodus 16:33; 1 Chronicles 16:15).

7.3 Age of His Prophets . Luke observed: fAs He spoke by the mouth
of His holy prophets from age of His prophetso ( " o Ud d U3z e

5] 6
e god

Ueg B
U g U
g -

U e¢UUesd U 3 392 ¥3 =2 06 -boticeprepgsitionjas Gd U 3

moving away from the prophets") (Luke 1:70). In this verse, Luke made a
more specific reference to the age of His prophets.
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7.4 Holy Ones and Age of Prophets . "whom heaven must receive
until period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth
of the holy ones from age of His proph
s G} 9 G6) 3¥3 2 @8a0U00GU aUxd - 3U~xs 3
U 3 392 ¥3 2 6 U Us-endticelihe Prepositionjas rioging
away from the prophets"”) (Acts 3:21). Notice the phrase "the age of
restoration of al | t hings" ("e GJ 9 G )
describing a future time when all things would be restored. Peter used the
wor d 3"¥es}" (ribe tlohetime, not "age.” Peter then said that God has
used the mouths of the saints from the age of the prophets to describe the
time of restoration. It appears that time of restoration of all things occurs
during the Millennial Reign (Isaiah 11:7; Isaiah 65:25; see also Matthew
17:11 and Romans 8:18-22).

7.5 Known from Age . Luke wrote: SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES
THESETHINGSKNOWNFROMAGE("a~ oUs @spP®edgU o3xvaU
2 6 U ) (Aetss16p:18). James was speaking at the Jerusalem Council
about the rebuilding of the tabernacle
rest of mankind may seek the Lord and a
nameuo ting Amos 7 9% A4 Ne XU 7o ¥ URHLo
e sao T3 Y x s A S M )When” coupled with the
prophets above, we know how God made kn
known through the Ol d Tnessahdalsaieahndnd Her o p h e
did so from the age of those prophets.
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Section Eight

Before the Age s

8.1 Before the Ages . Paul wrote: b ut we speak Godds w
mystery, the hidden which God predestined before the ages to our glory
("2 2o oUaa c¢la dde e¢g@iody U 3 2 @
16 3 o0Us3 dU0 d U 3 U 3vys U d u
Paul developed the revelation of God's wisdom in a mystery, he explained
that he spoke that wisdom to the mature. He also said that wisdom was not
of this age, nor the rulers of this age, who are passing away. Therefore, the
phrase "before the ages" means God had already fixed the time of revelation
of the mystery before the ages. In 1 Corinthians, Paul spoke of the rulers of
this age and the wisdom not of this age. So Paul means that God predestined
the revelation of the mystery at the time of Paul, but God made the promise
of that revelation date before the present age with its rulers, and before other
ages. The scope of the term "ages" here certainly includes the present age,
and at least one more age, but the scope cannot be certain as to starting
point of the promise based only on this verse.
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8.2 Before Time s of Age s. Paul wrote: fin the hope of age life, which

God, who cannot lie, promlsed before times of ageso ( "~ "6 "~ & U9
U ¥3 6g, N3 ~ " dooU aUUs > yUgti d dU d
Paul wrote about the hope of “age ti me
modi fies the term "life" (" ey dHhope Paul

for things already seen (Romans 8:24). Therefore, Paul was speaking of age

life as something yet future, and hoped for as yet unseen which argues

strongly against present eternal life. Regarding age life, Paul wrote that God

promised "age life" before® ages of times" (" "} G}J] 3%
to the passage of time over the course of multiple ages. The adjective "age"

(" U 396863") modi fi es tAygan,theestartng point ome " ("
that promise cannot be pinpointed in time, except that it was before more

than one age ago, and the times associated with those ages. It seems likely

the prophets, in their age, revealed such promises, but the date God made

the promise may not be the date of revelation.
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Section Nine

The Now Age

9.1 Conformed . Paul wrote: fAnd do not be conformed to this age, but

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.o( " & U

GgledeUU gUOGdU U U 3s Us U , 2 a8

o

3e d U g U Geose sUs3 e d U U
a U U aUse63.") (Romans 12:2). Paul
conformed to this age. Therefore, we know that saints may be conformed to
the age they live in, but God commands them to avoid such conformity
because of the evils of the present age, and its evil rulers. Paul also revealed
the means for avoiding the conformity through the transformation and
renewing of your mind.

9.2 The Rich . Paul wrote: finstruct those who are rich in this now age
not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on

42



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

God, who richly supplies us with all thlngs to enjoy o("éeedgl e&sd ~ 3
3 3 U 39 “"Uy o292U0eaal0 ¢ yc{e»eu;eslj 3
2 Udea UdUs 2 aa2d ~° d U U "Uy 663U 7€
(1 Timothy 6:17). Notice that the "now'
but functions as an adjective her e modi fying "age" (" U
about |iving "in the now age" ("3 U

the world as a series of ages: past ages, now age, and future ages. Each

age has its own characteristics. For example the now age has rich people,

but they must not fix their hope upon such riches, but on God, who provides

the riches for present enjoyment. Paul also revealed we are" i n" ("~ 3 ")
now age, and look forward to future ages, which we are not in the now age.
Therefore, we know ages follow one another, and things change with each

age, according to that particular age's characteristics and God's sovereign

plans for each age.

9.3 The Now Age . Paul wrote: ifor Demas, having loved this now age,
has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to
Dalmatiad ( " pde d 9 3 €U ~“o20aU0UU a5 Us 220"
~"83 U dd U g UUGGUead®aUddds, Tg UWasdig UUJJ c
Timothy 4:10). The phrase "the now age" describes the current age, with its
rulers and temptations. Paul certainly implied that loving this now age caused
Demas to stumble. Paul described the present age as evil (Galatians 1:4).

9.4 To Live. Paul wrote: finstructing us to deny ungodliness and
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the now age, 0

(" UsuU egU 93¢ d, 3U 2433d80 eUses U
~“"o9dge Ud GGy 3rd o0 tsalU vd aU U
U 3(oT,i"t)us 2:12). Notice that the "now"
but functionsasanadj ecti ve here modifying "age
that living "in the now age" ("3 U 3

instruction about righteous living in the now age.

9.5 Wise in This Age . Paul wrote: fi.et no man deceive himself. If any
man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish,
so that he may become wise.o( " z d U g "UgU0 3 "20"00 Uxl
U s3Us "~ 3 e 3 3 U U 3o WUe We,d g¥y )d
Corinthians 3:18). Paul continued his warnings about the life in this now age
with a command: Let no man deceive himself. In this case, self-deception
occurs when a man thinks himself wise in this age. The remedy is to become
foolish according to this age, so that he may become wise with God's
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wisdom, which comes down from above, and is not the wisdom of this world,
which is earthly, natural and demonic (James 3:15).
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Section Ten

The Coming Age

10.1 The Coming Age_. The New Testament provides insight into "the

age to come" using various Greek phrases. They also expand our
understanding of the terms "age" and "ages" in the New Testament.

10.2 Blasphemy against The Holy Spirit . Matthew wrote: AWhoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever
speaks against the Holy Splrlt it shall not be forglven h|m either in this age
or in the age to come. 0" a U d ~ 3 U > 283 »aU0U
> 0d GUU0Us U U L de U6 3:U3 e UUsd ©&U

U

zt’ijd G00Us U U s UU ~3 Ue U U
12:32). Jesus warned that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be
forgiven in the present age nor 1in the

e UU "3 U0e UOU 39 6 UU ~3 U e oaa83Us ")
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indicates that attributing the works of Jesus to the devil means people reject
Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit in drawing people to Jesus as Savior.
Therefore, when anyone says Jesus works for the devil, they have committed
the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Such sin without repentance

and salvation cannot be forgiven in thi
the coming age ("6 UU ~3 U e aa63Us" ).
10.3 Everyone . Matthew wrote: fAnd everyone who has left houses

or brothers or sisters or father or mot
sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit age life.6 ("a U d

GUsd 206G aU3 6 o Ud N 2u0U0alGe dU ‘w300 KN
2023686 d “3UsaUsz Us 3 ¢UU d ea6g, aUUg 3
U 39683 ooY Masce hews 19: 29) . The adject
modi fies the term "life" ("e6¥y 3"). n M

will sit on His glorious throne, the disciples will sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. This judgment will take place in the regeneration
(""" 3 U " Usee Ttus B:5 for the washing of regeneration, which is
a requirement to enter age life). Believers shall receive their inheritance of
age life and shall simultaneously enjoy age life in the Millennial Kingdom.
Because age life will be received in the future age, it does not seem to fit the
meaning of eternal life now.

10.4 Hundred Times . Mark wrote: fbut that he will receive a hundred
times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to

come, age lifeo( "~ 3 ¢ > b eUUesUUspUuUesU
8 o Ud oaU o UU0alae g oaU o 0l0al d oU £ 0
Gevyoe 3, alU ~3 U U 3s U "1 G66¢ G
adjective "age" ("U 396863") modifies t
Mark recorded promises of reward (a hundred times as much) and
persecutions in the present age, but also age life, referencing life in the age
to come. Because age life will be received in the future age, it does not seem
to fit the meaning of eternal life now.

10.5 Age Life. Luke wrote: i to will not receive many times as much
at this time and in the age to come, age | i f(e'"?0od 6 ¢ € [ 2
"gaaU aUG 63U ~3 U aUsy Ue U a U al:
U 39683; ") (Luke 18:30). The adijrencti ve
"life" ("e¥y 3"). Li ke the other synopt.i

46



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

Luke recorded the promise of inheriting age life, which Matthew and Mark
specify as life in the coming age.

10.6 Worthy . Luke wrote: d esus sai d to them, AThe

marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered worthy to

attain to that age and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are

given in marriage; @ U U "Us U Ue d dqie dL @
oUegae G933 aU o8 UllaexdUa DU Us U 3e(d
U d 23000 aUyd U d “a 3Usay} 3)(ake®dB4-0 Uce @
35). Jesus explained that the sons of this age marry and are given in

marriage, but the ones considered worthy to attain to that age and the
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Notice

"that age" refers to the time of resurrection, meaning a future age.

10.7 Supremely Exalted Jesus . Paul wrote: fiivhich He brought about
in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenlies, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named not onIy in this age but also in the

one tocome.o( " 3 7 3 ;oq ~3 U j 1 oaU ~ o U
aUdUdd ~3 uUszs»s U Ue "3 Ue d ~“"egjUs @
“~3egl Ud o0 igs eUrd oaU 994 9 Uo[Ueg’ a
G e 363 ~3 U U 39 Ue Ephesians1:20-21)) 3

Paul described God's extreme power demonstrated by raising Christ from
the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies. Therefore,
Christ was exalted in the present age above all rule and authority and power
and lordships and all names which are named, and remains so exalted into
the coming age. The continuity of Christ's exaltation remains the same, while
many other things change in the coming age, with all earthly rule, authority
and power and lordship changed on earth in the coming age.

10.8 Tasted the Word and Powers . Hebrews provides: ifor in the
case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the
heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, end have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to comeo(A 3 UUg 3
o 3 Ue dg 7  Us uuvuJaeusdegngULg’U LJ)U@ Gry U d |
a U eUU0 6egd oUsdd sUUd "sU eUUsd =0 &

eU Ugs eUsd UU ¢ aoa630%.dntHb passage " ) ( +
some people have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age
to come. Therefore we know that the coming age will be characterized by

the active power of the word of God in the lives of saints, but that same power
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Is at work in the lives of believers today, and some unbelievers also receive
a taste of such powers today (see Hebrews 6). No doubt believers have
eternal life because passages like Revelation 22:5 describe believers as
shining in the New Jerusalem for the ages of the ages, just like God has life

to the ages of the ages.
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Section Eleven

Out of the Age and Ages

11.1 Out of the Age . John wrote: "Out of the age not has been heard

that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind." ("~ o Use U 3
96 Gdd Us 73 3 Usgd idUscee g Ugilea
When Jesus healed a man born blind, people admitted that "out of the age"

(""" o Us U 3ed ") it healingrofoatmab®a@n he a
blind. Therefore, we know that the phrase "out of the age" refers to all the

ages, including the present age, when people lived on earth.

11.2 Out of This Present Evil Age . Paul wrote: iwho gave Himself
for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according
to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen. 0
(" Us GsUeg’“UgUs S| U338U;U93
U sed Us ~30400 Usd “~683d} 6 a UU U
7 € 3(Ga)atians 1:4). Notice God characterized the present age as evil.
Paul selected the phrase: "the presentevil." The t er m " desctibés) Ug g
the present age (see Romans 8:38 and Colossians 3:2 where Paul spoke of
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present things). This stands in contrast to the now age, referring not to things,
but to the now age itself. So, when Paul said "now evil age," he was focusing
upon the evil things in the now age. God the Father did not remove saints
from this physical age, but transferred the saints out of the dominion of the
evil one and into the kingdom of His beloved Son (Colossians 1:13-14).
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Section Twelve

Into Day Age

12.1 Day of Age . Peter wrote: fbut grow in the grace and knowledge

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him the glory, both now and into the

day of age. Amen.o( " U 3 3U0UU0 u ~3 6 JoUs aU 9
GgyU je6d dquae jyJe90Ue . U U 7 U 33U aU
Peter 3:18). Peter described the present age as "now" and then described

the future as "into the day age." The term "day" appears frequently on the
prophetic calendar of God, and frequently refers to the day of the Millennial

Reign of Christ (e.g, Jeremiah 46:10; Ezekiel 29:21, 30:3; Joel 2:31, 3:14;

Amos 5:8; Obadiah 1:15; Zechariah 14:3; 1Corinthians 5:5; 1 Thessalonians

5:2). In this context, the day age seems to refer to the Millennial Reign of

Christ.

3
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Section Thirteen

Age Life

13.1 Translations . Many transl ations equate t
with eternal l' i fe. I n some verses they
it means eternal when applied to life. As you read the verses below, ask
yourself if the context suggests eternity, or is the promise more about a
specific age and life therein. | am not suggesting saints do not have eternal
life, for all saints surely do. Likewise, the unsaved wicked suffer for eternity.
| am also not denying that a single word may have a broad semantic range,
but context must decide the meaning. The grammar also makes a difference
her e. The term "y 3" is a noun and t|
Therefore, the adjective "age" describes the noun "life."

13.2 A Man Ran. Mark wrote: &s He was setting out on a journey, a
man ran up to Him and knelt before Him

what shall | do 6(b¥Unhepit) dges ladge?0
"yetltuyUe 3 U g aU 563g UU aUg U U 3 -~
U 69 Uw UsUs®w3 o9adyes3ee G¥") (Mark
"age" ("U 39863") modifies the term "1
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asked about doing future works to inherit age life in the future. This term
“Inherit" meant to receive at the death of something, referring to be a
beneficiary of some bequest. In this context, the man wanted to know how

he "may i nheri t-futul acive thgicatees-p age |ife
U 39863"). The man wanted to know-what

-aorist participle) so that in the future he would inherit age life (see 1
Corinthians 6:9 and Galatians 5:21 on the saints inheriting the kingdom of
God). Jesus also spoke of doing things now so one would be considered
worthy to have life in the age to come, and be resurrected to live in that age
in the Kingdom of God (Luke 20:34-35; Matthew 22:8). Therefore, the idea
of inheriting age life connected with the concept of resurrection to life seems
to indicate the Millennial Kingdom is in view, just as Jesus discussed the
Kingdom of God in the immediate context (Mark 10:23-31), with an emphasis
upon receiving an inheritance both now and in the age to come, age life
(Mark 10:30). Therefore, eternal life does not fit the context very well here,
but the concept of life in the coming age and resurrection to life fits very well
(John 5:29).

13.3Ruler. Mark wrote:@® r ul er guestioned

Teacher, what shall | do to inherit age life?®( " 7 U Tdy Ud a

(Luke 18:18). This passage appears parallel to Mark 10:17. See the remarks
above about Mark 10:17.

13.4 Do To Inherit_. Luke wrote: &And behold a certain lawyer stood up

and tempted Him, saying, @Teaceh@pr 7 Uw

Ua s3eeosa d Usd 23 GUd "o Usy srs
ey 3 U 3983 9ad)Jes3ee U¥") (Luke 10:
modi fies the term "Ilife" ("e¥y 3").

inheriting age life, so also a lawyer. When the lawyer said he had kept the
commandments and questioned who was his neighbor, Jesus told the lawyer
the story of the Good Samaritan. In light of the other passages described
above about inheriting age life in the kingdom of God, translating the phrase
here as eternal life does not seem as accurate as age life, referring to the
Millennial Kingdom in the next age.

13.5 | Give. John wrote: fand | give age life to them, and they will
never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hando( " a2 9

Hi

m,

3
6 ] G¥3 o o¥3lL UsU GaUaU 2 odld 9ad) 63 e W

Jus

u
U U d ey 3 U 396863 aU ] € 2 7% 3

U U ~9 U d eUsy d e€6g") (John 10:
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

modi fies the term "Ilife" ("e¥y 3"). Jes
sheep and they will not be destroyed. Because of the verses above dealing

with age life, it seems that Jesus promised here that He would shepherd His

flock through the present age and then they would be safe in the Millennial

Kingdom, because they have age life and both Jesus and His Father protect

them so that they reach the Millennial Kingdom. Compare the use of

"3} GUs" here with the devil plucking
hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ (see The Kingdom of Heaven Suffers

Violence, but do not understand it or believe it (Luke 16:16)) and with Jesus

coming to pluck believers out of the world (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

13.6 | Know . John wrote: fl know that His command is age lifeo( " o U
e uU Us 7 “3Usa U Us c ¥ TheUadJective d =
"age" ("U 39 d") modifies the term "I

eternal life makes a nice sounding translation of "age life". In this context,
however, Jesus has been speaking of the last day and being judged by the
words Jesus spoke. Therefore, in the context of judgment and the last day,
the context favors the translation "age life," meaning life in the Millennial
Kingdom, when people will be judged about entering the Millennial Kingdom.

13.7 Authority . John wrote: fiYou gave Him authority over all flesh, that
to all whom You have given Him, He may give to them age lifeo( " a Ud d

“dws U U “3egl Us °~ Gdd @U0ys d, 3 U
U Ue d ¥ 3 U 3963") (John 17:2). The
the term "life" ("e¥ 3"). Jesus said t

flesh, and so to all the ones given to Him by the Father, He may give them
age life. In this context, age life refers to the future time when they will be
with Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom, although this passage emphasizes
Jesus' work on earth concluding, but praying that the Father will continue to
keep them from the evil one, while they remain in the world, but not of the
world. Jesus did emphasize that He has the authority to give them age life,
which apparently remained future, as signified by the verb "He may give"
(" U -;oristactive subjunctive) in contrast to the action of the Father who
gave (" --adristadlivk indicative) them to the Son and the action of
the Father having given them to the Son ( " U --perfeet Ladtive
indicative). Although the subjunctive mood is not dispositive here, it suggests
a potential event, in contrast to the completed acts described with the aorist
active and perfect active verbs.
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13.8 Age Life Defined . John wrote: fiThis is the age life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom you havesent. ©" U U(d

u ”Qljesv?] U 3sed ¥  3U o093 Ularlos
2~ (GUUsaU(d de 3 j3yo20U 3") (John 17:3
modi fies the term "I|life" ("ex "). Jes

apparently referring to the present age. The Greek construction here places
the article before the adjective (age) followed by the noun (life). This
construction differs from the usual construction "age life" because it has the
article. In this case, however, Jesus is not contradicting the usual phrase
"age life," but emphasizing what life in any age consists of, namely to know
God the Father, the only true God and Jesus Christ, Whom the Father sent.

13.9 Unworthy . Luke wrote: iiSince you judge yourselves unworthy of

the age life, behold, we are turning to the Gentileso ( " " 0 su 27 dU
O 0 3 »aU 8 9 23 69gd o) 300U » UgUe ¢ U
U ~ds3d") (Acts 13:46). The adjective "

("e¥ d" ). Paul sigao Andoch wiho rédjectedsthe iIGospePof s

Jesus Christ, and so Paul turned to the Gentiles who were eager to hear

about Jesus. In that context, we see a similar construction to John 17:3. Paul
described "the | ife o-fgenitivg article followedgy U 3
genitive adjective followed by genitive noun) so that the adjective describes

“the age of life." Therefore, this construction supports the view that age life
frequently references life in the Millennial Kingdom.

13.10 Appointed . Luke wrote: iWhen the Gentiles heard this,
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been

appointed to age life believed.o( "~ a6 63 UU U U “dsd * 6U
U 3 & 263 Us 29g) 6g oaU ~ gU0U0gaUs Ve
U 396é6AEtt>» 13:48). The adjective "age"
"life" ("e¥ 3"). Based upon other wusage

the Millennial Kingdom.

13.11 Perseverance . Paul wrote: ito those who by perseverance in
doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, age lifeo( " Ue d & 3 &

~"eee3 3 “ 4089 209Udas g 3Us a0 Use 3
U 39863,") (Romans 2:7). The adjective
i fe” ("e¥ 3"). Wi t h t hitg, adgeilife lseemiso h on

appropriate here, in light of other usage. In the context of Romans 2 about
judgment and the statement that God will render to each person according
to their deeds and the outcomes of either age life or wrath and indignation,
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the meaning of age life when connected with the Millennial Kingdom, and the
time of judgment is in view.

13.12 Qutcome . Paul wrote: iBut now having been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the
outcome, age lifed( " 3 g 3 U “~aUgdUy vd 3U00d 2~ U
l‘jUdU"GUUUU3eD;'3 e 3 U d s 09
(Romans 6:22). In this context, Paul contrasted the outcome of death with
the outcome of age life. This age life seems to be the product of
sanctification, which seems inconsistent with present eternal life. The
translation makes more sense to me to describe final outcomes of death and
age life, referring to life in the Millennial Reign of Christ.

13.13 Free Gift of God . Paul wrote: ior the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of the God is age life in Christ Jesus our Lordo( " U 2 y @
U d se¢U; 0 Ud d 3U0Uesg, U U ¢ Jo0eU Us
U 30} 1€ 3") ( Romans 6: 23) .modifitse ad)|]
the term "life" ("6 "). I n this contex
eternal life was certainly promised as a free gift to all believers, but here the
idea of age life also fits the context of the contrasting outcomes of death and

age life.

13.14 Reap. Paul wrote: for the one who sows to his own flesh will
reap corruptlon but the one who sows to the Splrlt will from the Spirit reap
age life. § * Us G'U;YS Ug’Us g 1 o
Gdey 3, Y 0 U gyUr 3™ eU We U ~3Us @ U
U 3963") (Galatians 6:8). The ad|j
"Iife" ("e¥y 3"). Il n this context o
the Spirit will reap age life. The phrase we will reap inone'sownti me ("
9 U dU; GeeUs"), if we we do
The life described is in the future, but may come in one's lifetime. But true
age life comes in the Millennial Kingdom for all the weary who come to Jesus
and find rest for their souls.

13.15 Take Hold . Paul wrote: fFight the good fight of faith, take hold
of age life to which you were called, and you made confession in the
presence of many withnesses. > 2 ¥3 6@ g U 3 aUa 3 229 3l
~ " 9saUbae O d U ¢s3 \Yag odde dape odqald U
£eea6o Us 7 3 ~ 963 ")(BEmeths6:12).UThe adjeative
("U ¥ 3") modjfies the term "life" ("e ¥ ")dIn this case, eternal life makes

56



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

sense because of the reference to taking hold of that life right away. Yet, just
as one may take hold of eternal life now, so also one may take hold of age
life, referring to the kind of life one will live in the Millennial Kingdom.

13.16 Justified . Paul wrote: 5o that being justified by His grace we
would be made heirs according to the hope of age lifeo('s U U soa Usyd 3 Ul
“9U 38g 6 JoUs oadyes 69 oUszygqlissUs o
3:7). The adjective ("U ¥ 3") modjfies the term "life" ("s ¥ ")dIn this verse
the future lies in view, with saints made heirs according to the hope of age
life. Here the age life remains the object of hope and unseen (see Romans
8:24) and fits well with age life referring to the future Millennial Reign.

13.17 Manifested To Us . John wrote: iWWe have seen and proclaim to
you the age life, which was with the Father and was manifested to uso e(U"
~ ¥} aUeUs oU sU;Ug;e elUs oaU 2" Uoo oo
SUsd N3 3 d U 3 ~U0 ;U0 sU ~GUsUy dd
(" U 39683") modi fies" )t hand esmands feh {
position. In this context, the phrase means that the apostles saw Jesus
firsthand, and the age life was with the Father and was manifested to them
(see John 17:3). In this case, eternal life fits the context, but so does a
foretaste of the Millennial Reign of Christ with His presence among the
saints.

13.18 The Promise . John wrote: firhis is the promlse which He
Himself made to us: the age life. ¢ " a U U Ud ~a0 3 7 ~ " U
~ " dooU aUUs ¢ 3, U (BJom¥2%. Thé adjectidle 3 98 :
(" U moedsaf)es the term "life" ("e¥ 3 "
position. Jesus promised eternal life, and that promise sounds future. If so,
then it supports the translation age life, with a view towards life in the age of
the Millennial Kingdom. The context in 1 John 2:28 specifically references
the Millennial Kingdom with the phrase fiwhen He appearsa Otherwise, the
translation eternal life has merit.

13.19 Testimony . John wrote: fThis is the testimony, that God has 5
given to us, age life, and this life is in His Son.o( " U Ud “a0 3 3 ¢ U
U

o

sy 3 U 3963 ~UroelUs 7& 3 dU0 d, oaU
John 5:11). Here without the article, t
the noun'life" (" ey 3"). The age | ife here has

has given age life to us, and it does not seem to be a future gift here, but a
present gift. Second, the age life is in His Son. Eternal life may be a good
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translation here because to have the Son is to have life, because that life is
in the Son. In the alternative, because the age life is a present gift, and only
the life is in Jesus (notice the word "age" was dropped), it could refer to the
promise of age life realized in Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom. 1 John 5:12
provides further proof that if you have Jesus, you have life. Likewise, 1 John
5:13 shows that John wrote that we might know we have age life, to those
who believe in the name of the Son of God. Therefore, taking the verses
together, this passage supports the translation eternal life.

13.20 In the Truth . John wrote: iWWe are in the truth, in the Son of Him
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and age lifeo( ~ ¢ 3 ~ 3 U 2 addo
g U Ue qd0a j j29adddas ed U g s s 6 ¥
John 5:20). The adjective "age" ("U 3 ¢
In this context, Jesus Christ is the the true God and age life. As above,
eternal life may be a good translation here, because age life is in Jesus
Christ, and we have Him now. Age life in many other passages seems to
speak of a future age, the Millennial Kingdom.
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Section Fourteen

Has Age Life

14.1 Someone . Matthew wrote: fAnd someone came to Him and said,
iTeacher, what good thing sha('170 doidal
U d "3ebGUad 3 U U U " Uslk udUsu GaUaU, U
U 3oédMatyhew 19:16). The adjective "a

noun | i f en'this €cohtexty someone.askdd Jesus about the works
necessary to obtain age life. Because the Bible recorded the very words of
Jesus (John 14:26--see the Theology of Bible Translations), we know people
were seeking "age life" ("e¥ 3 U 3963
what did that term age life mean? Did it mean here eternal life, or life in the
age to come? In Matthew 19:23 and following, Jesus talked about rich people
entering the kingdom of heaven, which includes the Millennial Kingdom.
People are not good, and only God is good. Therefore, it is impossible for
people to work their way into heaven. With God, however, all things are
possible. Therefore, we know that people were seeking age life, and Jesus
discussed age life in the context of the kingdom of heaven. The term "obtain”
( " 0 eaorist subjunctive) means may have. Jesus also spoke about the
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sons of this age in contrast to those of this coming age and the resurrection
of the dead. Therefore, people thought about what they had to do during their
present life to be considered worthy to have life in the age to come, and be
resurrected to live in that age in the Kingdom of God (Luke 20:35; Mathew
22:8).

14.2 Believes . John wrote: fAs Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever

believes will in Him have age life. @7 U soUd d z¥hd dis sy ¥ 303
U "y e , 6 Uxd yrd 3Us 00U U s g 3 U
3 U U TG "B(Iohn33:14J15). Thesagljective "age" ("U 3% 6 3

modifies the noun "life" ("e ¥ ")3 In this context, Jesus was speaking about
earthly and heavenly things, including the judgment. While "eternal life" may
be a fine translation here, the other uses of "age" ("U 3")ssBggest that
Jesus may have been focusing upon believers who may have (¥ G"--present
active subjunctive) age life now, in the present age and the coming age by
implication.

14.3 Not Perish . John wrote: i F o r God so | dhatedé t he
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish,

buthaveagelifeo( " @ Uxd o2 3 392 ~dqGUs dU g U
U 8636003 “UrveUs, 30U ° d " U0 v3 |
sy 3 U 3963") (John 3:16). The adject
noun "life" ("e¥y 3"). The verb "have"
voice, present tense. In this context, Jesus spoke about deliverance from

judgment and destruction. Notice -the pl

negative plus aorist middle subjunctive--see Afterlife for the use of the term
"destroyed.") In this case, the text concerns faith in Jesus as Savior.
Whoever does not believe in Him has been judged already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only unique Son of God. The judgment is that
the Light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than the
Light, for their deeds were evil. Jesus came to give His life so that believers
may have age life. Because the judgment here has already been rendered,
but the perishing remains future, strong arguments could be made for eternal
life, or in the alternative, age life. Because of the term destruction used so
often in terms of the destruction of souls in the afterlife, and the subjunctive
"may have," and the adjectival use of "age," the text favors age life here, but
either translation fits the context.
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14.4 Believes in the Son . John wrote: iHe who believes in the Son
has age life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath

of God abides on him.o( " 900U v3 U d U 3 ¢ 3 7
2 " Usd 3 U g 8 9 yuuUs ex 3, 22320 17
(John 3:36) . The adjective "age" (" U

( " e ¥ Jshh )inked present faith in the Son with having present age life.
Notice, however, that the next phrase "shall not see life" looks to the future
and the disobedient will not see life. Therefore, we have strong evidence that
the phrase "age life" refers to a future age of life, the Millennial Kingdom. The
life they will see in the future is life with King Jesus in His kingdom come to
earth.

14.5 Does Not Come into Judgment . John wrote: filruly, truly, | say
to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal
life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.0
("A832838~O“&‘ € 3 Us U 3 > 02683
" ey UsU el “6Us ¥ 3 U 3o963 oaU U d
adjective "age" ("U "s$dé@™) (thedi BI'?
two resurrections here: the righteous come forth to a resurrection of life, and
the wicked come forth to a resurrection of judgment. In this context of
resurrection, "age life" makes sense because time of resurrection dominates
the passage, and believers come forth to the resurrection of life, which
describes life in the Millennial Reign of Christ on earth. The Clouds
Resurrection of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 shows that the resurrection may
occur seven years before Jesus sets foot on earth, but the resurrected saints
return with Jesus to reign with Him on earth (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation
20:6).

tJ ko

14.6 Search the Scriptures . Jesus said: fiYyou search the Scriptures
because you think that in them you have age life; it is these that testify about

Meo( "~y Ug s U0 U g o300 g, Us eU d Uaoal
a U ~aU0 30 U dess3 U eUy Ugy e aUs Uy -
(" U 3963") modi fies the noun "Ilife" ("

that Moses will accuse them before God the Father (John 5:45-47).
Therefore, while the Jews search the Law of Moses, thinking they have life
by obedience to that Law, in fact, Moses will accuse them of unbelief in the
Son of God standing right before them. The translation "age life" fits well with
the context of future trial with witnesses and judgment to follow. Those things
will take place in the future (probably the Great White Throne Judgment).
Even so, Jesus reveals to unbelievers trusting in the Law of Moses that they
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are unwilling to come to the Son of God so that they may have life. If they
would believe now, they would have life now and avoid future judgement.
Instead of being resurrected to judgment, they will not come into judgment
because of faith in Jesus, and so would go to a resurrection of life. Based
upon the context of judgment, age life seems the best translation, but eternal
life cannot be ruled out here.

14.7 Believes in Him . John wrote: fFor this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him has age life, and | )
Myself will raise him up on the last day. 6 " Us Ue o “0Us3 U

00y d ecg, 30 ~ dUvyy 3 U 3 g 3
U 3963, oaU 2 3UO0U Gy U U 3 ~ ajectivg ™ 3] L
"age" (" U 396863") modifies the noun "1

who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have age life and | Myself will
raise him up on the last day (John 6:40). Several parts of this verse provide
insight into John's use of "age life." First, John described "age life" as a
present r eal iotpgesent Activa subjlnctife-tiedsto the will of
God the Father). Second, John linked that present reality with two present
active participles, beholding and believing. The force of the construction is
that believers have age life now. Third, John joined that present reality with
the benefit of being raised up on the last day by Jesus Himself (the
resurrection to life in the Millennial Kingdom). Therefore, the translation of
age life fits the context well.

14.8 He Who Believes . Jesus promised: flruly, truly | say to you, he

who believes has age life. 6 " “e 3 2¢& 3 & 9% e 3,
U 39863") (John 6:47). The adjnemec"'tfe"ve " a
(" 3"). Jesus explai hedUt-presentécive who b

partici pl e-)reshna active ihdicatiigp dge life. Because of the
context connecting age life to being resurrected on the last day, the
translation of "age life" fits the context well.

14.9 My Flesh and My Blood . John wrote: iHe who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has age life and | will raise him up on the last day. 6 "

o

uy o2¥3 e€e6g U 3 u 38U »sU " 33 ¢e€6g U
2 30U Gy UU U dse U e 1 ") (John 6:54)
(" U 39663") modifies the noun "Ilife" ("

life" with being raised up on the last day. Therefore, because of the
connection between age life and resurrection on the last day, the translation
"age life" fits the context well.

62



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

14.10 Words of Life . Johnwrote: &1 mon Pet er answered

to whom shall we go? You have words of age life. "> "~ Usay dd U U
g Uyedlk o 39U, "y d U 30U z’CJaCJg’g"G) e(Wdolh; n
6:68). The adjective "age" ("U ¥3ae6g")
ver se, Peter said that "You have" ("% 6l

of the context here about resurrection on the last day, the translation "age
life" fits well here.

14.11 In Him Abiding . John wrote: fiYou know that no murderer has
age life in him abidingo ( " VRVAVAY) Us ~ d 23djy ¥ 6aU
U 3saes ~“3 U U e 36g0Us") (1 John 3: 1
modi fies the doun J'olhinf e"™x p(l"agdme3d t hat n
“-present active indicative) a-gpesentt i f e
active participle). This verse shows that believers have age life now, but
unbelievers do not have age life now. The verb and participle are present
tense, conveying the present lack of age life. The context here supports the
translation "eternal life," but other uses of the same phrase by the same
writer cannot rule out "age life."

14.12 You May Know . John wrote: il hese things | have written to you,
that you may know that life you have age life, to those who believe in the

name of the Sonof God. 6" ¢ U UU ‘OJU\(U e 3, 30 U
U 3963, U d “~908UU0 glss U d U 3ee U
The adjective "age" ( " U 395683") modi fi es t he nou
construction describes the kind of T

The verb "you have" (i & @{prdsent active indicative) separates the
accusative noun "life" from the accusative adjective "age." Taking the context
and other matters into consideration, the translation of "eternal life" fits here,
but the translation "age life" also fits well by emphasizing the life believers
have in the Millennial Age. John emphasized the present knowledge of age
life.
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Section Fifteen

Temporary Things Seen and Age Things Not Seen

15.1 Look Not . Paul wrote: fiwhile we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the thlngs which are not seen are ageo( " Gae 6 3Uvs
U baU" eU3U0 2 ao U £ ba~U eUsU0OL U \
balU" eUs3U U 3oU") (2 Corinthians ¢

£

("} GoUsndl ) witthh "age" (" U 3oU") thi
(") GoaUs }U") only occurs here in the
term ") GaUsj U" makes a difference hel
"pros" (" ; Gg") is joiné&d wiot H otrime "t gr n

The preposition "pros" means to the border of something. | like to use the
illustration of a bucket filled with water. If you only move your hand "pros" to
the bucket, you never touched the water inside. If you moved your hand "eis"
to the bucket, your hand got wet, because you went inside the bucket. So,
recall all the phrases above using the "eis" construction about into the age,
or into the ages, or into the ages of the ages. The movement is into the ages,
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Co
(¢b)

and your hand gotwet. Now consi der the term " "}
not always accurate to assume that the preposition always retains its
meaning when joined to a noun, it makes sense here to keep the meaning.
Similar terms occur in three other passages: (a) Matthew wrote: fiyet he has

no root in himself, but is temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he falls awayo( " a “eUs U 6
2 o "] ueUs; d “aUss, :)U3es 3dd d &
U d d 0o U3 (Mdtthews18t21)) é)'Mark wrote: "they have no root

in themselves, but are temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises

because of the word, immediately they fall awayo( " s U 8 ® ~6eglU93
“UgUe d 2 oo "} GoaUsy e vaﬁsé{ Ueybbe ol
> 283 U d g GeaUsuUea e63U0Us") (Mark 4:1
read: fichoosing rather to endure ill- treatment with the people of God than to

enjoy the temporary pleasures of sino( " 2283 ~ o eUsasd Ggo:
U U dOBe N 7} ueUs;es U933 s e¢U0U; U Ug
passages, wWe see "pros joined to the |
helped us understand the concept of "kairos." Jesus said that "My time is not

yet here, but your time is always ready"( aUsy d "¢ d @

U aUs) d e UUyed °~ 3 UsedMatthewid28 ~ Ua
and Luke 22:33 for the term "ready."). Therefore, the term "kairos" describes

a time of decision and opportunity, which stands in contrast to another term
"chronos ("6} 36d") used to describe
8:27; John 14:9; Acts 1:21).

A good illustration of "chronos" tim
has this been happening to him?06 And
"q°lje[03'0U;UUUel;'ueg’ G} 36d

U U " Uslk ~ o UsThetimd &t3ds8up hag Déenrskice 9 : 2 1)

childhood. So, the main point here is that when Paul chose the word "to the
ti me of opportunity"rstgndthg hewasthettaliing) , we
about normal time, but special spiritual time. Therefore, the translation of
things seen are "to time of opportunity things" and stand in contrast with
unseen "age" things. The opportunity to choose eternal life exists on earth,
during one's lifetime on earth. Therefore we know that temporary time used
in Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17 and Hebrews 11:25 not only means earthly
time, but a special earthly time to decide before it is too late. So the term
"temporary" in those verses means more than just a limited time period, but
a time period with an opportunity to make an important decision regarding
eternal life. Likewise in Hebrews 11:25, the "temporary pleasures of sin"
come at the expense to the time to live for Jesus doing His will and enjoying
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eternal life in Him. With all that background, Paul meant that the things we
see are not going to last to the age, but they are important times to make
decisions while we live on earth. In contrast, we do not see the age things,
but they concern a time apart from the things we see on earth during our
normal lives. The contrast is between qualities (earthly and age) to time and
quantities (lifetime on earth and marked periods of spiritual time) of time in 2
Corinthians 4:18.
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Section Sixteen

Age as a Specific Period of Time

16.1 Specific Time . The New Testament writers also mentioned

specific periods of time related to the term "age."

16.2 House of Jacob . Luke wrote: iHe will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob to the age, and His
kingdom willhavenoend. " 6 Used “~ GUUs & oUd oaU g
aU GWs U U o Jsa6d dU0 g U 3 d; 363
bUGsalU GUs -~ U 3 @8 o263 Us b U d Ues d
“GU0Us U o6 d:393). THetewdrses ptovid help in understanding
how the term "age" differs from "eternity." Here, Jesus will reign over the
house of Jacob to the age ("U d Us d U
("6 o “aUUs U a26d"). I f the phrase "to
adding fit shall have no endoseems unnecessary. But, because Jesus will
reign over the house of Jacob to the age, then adding His reign will have no
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end makes perfect sense. Therefore, the phrase "to the age" describes the
Millennial Reign and it will have no end in the sense that His reign continues,
even after the earth is destroyed later.

16.3 Age of Prophets . Luke wrote: filzod spoke through the mouth of
the saints, from age of His prophetso( " oaUd d ~ & aoadaUs us
30 ¥3 2 6 U 3ed “460GdU 3 U Ues ") (Luke
age of prophets through whose mouths God spoke.

16.4 The Ages To Come . Paul wrote: iso that in the ages to come He
might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesuso(" 30U ~“ 36U 3qUUs "3 Us d U o3 Us
"a28 dUsU d 6 3 9sUsd U Us “3 63 dqaU UdUs
(Ephesians 2:7). This verse shows that after the present age, more ages
come. In at least some of those future ages, God will show the surpassing
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. In a sense,
believers will be trophies in the coming ages to the riches of the grace of
God.

16.5 The Age of This World . Paul wrote: fin which you formerly
walked according to the age of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, of the spirit that is now worklng in the sons of disobedienceo

("3 U g "eU0 "~U;ye0 U0 GUU0O 20U U 3 U
s Jce3UU U d “3e8gll Ud Us o 368d, Us "3 U
g 6 d U g 2 UsdU Ud" )arly dstnpuesised 'dhe age"2 : 2 ) .
from "the world" in this verse. Some tr

"world" in some places in the New Testament, but as this article shows, "age"
should not be translated as "world," particularly because they are carefully
distinguished in verses like Ephesians 2:2. Here, the age of this world refers
to the age in which Paul lived, and that age continues today. We also know
that the devil is the prince of the power of the air, and his spirit works in the
sons of disobedience.

16.6 The Last Days . Hebrews provides: fin these last days has
spoken to us in His Son, Whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom
also He made the ages. 6 " 6 “ 06 Uesg U 3 ']sU; 3 Us
~ 3 g , 3 “ddoUs o@dd)sead ec®d ~ ~306@vyd.0
U 3 (Hgbrews 1:2). God the Father made the ages through the Son of
God. Some translators translate "age" as "world." Such translations seem

inconsistent with other uses in Hebrews. In Hebrews 1:6, some translators
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again chose the phrase "into the world" to translate the Greek phrase " U
U 3 8 8a6ge 3ds3." The term "8 964gc¢
world. In Hebrews 4:3 and 9:26. we read about the foundation of the world

("2~ saUUUBeBa d o (¢ ag'ylranslafiohserendefingr e ,

three different Greek words with the same English word "world" seem less
than ideal. Furthermore in Hebrews 10:5, we read about "when He comes
into the world" ("U GQUje eUsed U

d

3ds"”

d

movementoftheSon of God was "into the worl

phrase "into the age" in Section Two above). Likewise, in Hebrews 11:3 by
faith we understand that the ages were made ready by the word of Godo
(""Y GUUs 366 eUs aU0U0d) U (diniHebréivs 11g,

U

G

d n

3

3

l

Noah fcondemned the worldo( " @ U U 9493U3 U 3 o Gegags3") .

€

we read: iwhom the world was not worthyo( " 3 8 © N3 6 396 (d
Therefore, the writer of Hebrews was v
"8 @6g¢ 3d3," and " U 3Ud" and wused the

in Hebrews 1:2, God emphasized His creation of the ages, which are more

than just the earth, and the phrase iJe d U sUd" is plural

more obvious that "world" is a poor translation.

16.7 Made Ready . By faith we understand that the ages were made
ready by the word of God so that what is seen was not made out of things

which are visible.o (" 600Us 366 eUs a8Udy U
U g U > "e iUssee 3v3 U balU"
above, the translation of "Ue d U

difference in the terms used in Hebrews. In this verse, God made ready the
ages by His word, so that we know those ages were not made out of things
which are visible, but out of things which are not visible. Indeed, the rulers of
the age are not visible to human eyes, and neither are the powers of those
ages or the rulers of those ages. God made all things related to those ages
ready for His plans and purposes. Some of those ages were very evil.
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Section Seventeen

Age Salvation

P - TR RS
S S 1 Mg e N SN SR

17.1 Age_ Salvation . Hebrews provides: fAnd having been made
perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of age salvationo
(" aU UUaUsydU d ~o 3U0UUe ~ Gss Us d
U ¥3 e6g") (Hebr ews 5:9). Because ever )
adj ect i v e--génitive casel means 4ge, so also hereflJ ¥ 30referg
to "age" and should not be translated as eternity. In Hebrews 6:2, we read:
fof instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection
ofthedeadandagejudgmento( "pU UslGe 3 UsuUec d ~  od
3000 G0 g UUeapUspPUsd a0 ¥3 e8g") . The
resurrection of the dead and age judgment, referring to the age when
judgment occurs. In Hebrews 9:14, we read: ihow much more will the blood
of Christ, Who through the age Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?o( " =~ U
e oa63 U U €U Us j 19006 |, d us 3
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seveas U dU , aUdUy sU U 3 GgsU Uddoes
a2UU} U Uss3 dU 6 3 Upe”) . ("TW ey 3a dg ge"c)t i meed i
"Spirit" ("TTha ¥ eulblaegk” )o.f t he term "U ¥3

strongest case for the translation "eternal,” because the term applies to the

Holy Spirit. Even so, the phrase "of age Spirit" may refer to the Holy Spirit's

ministry in that age, at that time in the life of Jesus, helping Him offer Himself

as a perfect, once for all, sacrifice for sin. In Hebrews 9:15, we read: ffor

this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has

taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first

covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the age
inheritanceo ( "TU us Us Ue lsUd add aUss d =
oUsese 38g U d 2 6o PJypWaisdsiaUdsa~  ~ UUD

" UooUes U3z & byilss a aUsade 3695 U d U
"age" ("U ¥3 @69g") appearing in the att
(inheritance) ("o®adjJes3ee UJd"). The mear

inheritance received in the age. See the discussion of inheritance above. In

Hebrews 13:20, we read: MNow the God of peace, who brought up from the

dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of age covenant,

Jesus our Lordo( " U dU0 d U gU®Uy 3dds 3Usay 3

U 3 “3e6b Uy¥ys U 3 ¢ oUs3 "3 U eUUs iuUoUd
die 3"). h adjective "age" ("U ¥3 a

("tsUd add"). The blood sacrifice relat

not saying just any age or any covenant will do, but rather under this age

covenant He brought up Jesus from the dead. Therefore, the predominant

usage of "age" refers to an adjective modifying a noun related to a particular

age, not eternity. So, the age salvation at issue in Hebrews 5:9 follows that

same general pattern describing a particular age, not eternity, although the

evidence is not conclusive.
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Section Eighteen

Age Covenant

18.1 Age Covenant . Hebrews provides: iNow the God of peace, who

brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood

of age covenant, Jesus our Lordo( " d0 d U0 d U 3 s3dd
3Usay 3 U 3 "e8oe 3U U 3 "jJelbBdUxdd UUsxy =z o
U 3 © } 963 71¢ 3 dide 3"). The adject.i

n ~

Vv
covenant" ("UsUd odd") (Hebrews ¢3:20
to the age covenant. God is not saying just any age or any covenant will do,

but rather under this age covenant He brought up Jesus from the dead.

e
)
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Section Nineteen

Age Sin

19.1 Age Sin . Mark wrote: fbut whoever blasphemes against the Holy

Spirit not has forgiveness to the age, buti s gui |ty ofd am®d age
baUlldiaedld U380 boc3a’c@diUlogs aU B (hoad
38 0Usasslgse UpslUUG d" ) ( Mark 3:29). The

("vbeg") modifies 3tsh"J¢sl'mel}1>GJq1" )'.si e (phras
forgiveness t o t he'c &g &0 sg "dd) B U foljows the same
pattern described above in Sectdi dh Two
UsU"). That phrase has a particular ag
that age. The Millennial Kingdom will include judgment. Nothing about that

phrase suggests that forgiveness will ever come to the blasphemer of the

Holy Spirit. Regarding age sin, the person who blasphemes the Holy Spirit

Is guilty of age sin, meaning that this sin will have special consequences

resulting in judgment for ascribing the works of Jesus to the devil. These
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sinners have seen the work of Jesus up close and personal, and ascribed
those works to the devil.
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Section Twenty

Times Ages

F" W\;@m“xyﬁ"\f h e

20.1 To Times Ages . Paul wrote: iNow to Him who is able to establish

you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according

revelation of mystery has been silenced to times ageso( @ a GgsUe
e d aUdy 3Us aU0ULU0UU UU QoygaaU3 g ég J

2 "898 ogys3 egulUdy e6g 6} 3 eRohandd16®®. 6o d

The adjective "ages" ("U ¥ 3") neodifigs the noun "times" ("¢ }  3")e Raug

meant that to times ages, periods of time over multiple ages, the mystery

(see The New Testament Mysteries) has been silenced, but now revealed

through his preaching. Because God controls the revelation of mysteries

over many ages, but now revealed them, He now will establish believers

according to the Gospel preached by both Paul and Jesus Christ,

demonstrating the harmony of their preaching.
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20.2 Before Ages of Times . Paul wrote: fbut according to His own
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus before ages of
timeso (2 & & aUU g Us 3 dUGss oaU G

duidae ! G} "3 23 Timbathy ¥139). ¥lze adjective "ages"
("U ¥ 3 ") madifies the noun "times" ("¢ }  3")¥The preposition"" } " with
the genitive case means before ages times. Therefore, God granted
believers grace, according to His own purpose, before ages of times.
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Section Twenty One

The Age of God

F"‘* i |

21.1 Age of God. Paul wrote: fbut now is manifested, and by the

Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the age of

God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faitho
("GUsBUsd 3a UBU opUG jelgUedoUto Us
Urseg ed0d ~Ues GUUxd ®UU “dsd osszfPdsdtl)
(Romans 16:26) . Therzag'jecmodief "aget hd"
( " d'Ul én this verse, the idea of translating "age" as eternity seems very
appealing, and may be best. In the alternative, however, the age of God

could refer to the age that God has made, and would fit well with the other

uses of "age" in the New Testament.
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Section Twenty Two

Age Judgment

22.1 Age Judgment . Hebrews provides: fof instruction about

washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and age
judgment ("bU UslGe 3 UsulUec d ~  sd aU
3Usay 3 oaU a) eUUesd U ¥3 6g") (Hebr ev
("U ¥3 6g") modifies t helnthiwcase, ifjmatdrg me n t
believers have not come to know the basic doctrines of the faith, including

the concepts of resurrection of the dead and judgment in that age (John

5:29). The context of resurrection and judgment support the translation as

age judgmenhal bpudfmeeat 0o cannot be rul e
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Section Twenty Three

Age Spirit

23.1 Age Spirit . Hebrews provides: how much more the blood of
Christ Who through the age Spirit offered Himself without blemish to Godo
("0 e€o263U0sll0 (g s06,Ud uss@UUecygssgUgh
"1 e8Uoa8xee3 dO" (Hebrews 9:14). The adjective "age"
("¥lBag") modifies t hee Unlosugn' )".Splinr itth'i s( "c a
best to translate the phrase as "eternal Spirit." In the alternative, the idea
could be the work of the Holy Spirit in this age concerning the offering of
Christ, which happened only once and for all time in this age. Of course the
Holy Spirit is eternal, but the text emphasized Jesus offering Himself through
the Spirit in this age to sacrifice Himself, with blood and without blemish
(see Why Has God Forsaken Me?), Even so, when applied to God, the term
"B@368g" s houl tlanstated "eamnall e
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Section Twenty Four

Age Inheritance

24.1 Age Inheritance . Hebrews provides: ithose who have been called may

receive the promise of the age mherltanceo( "TU us Us Us tlsU
eUa Uddg ~ a0 3;)U3ng’36’U3UUg’gz’ea~ Uy vrdos
GtoUd o 'U;Ub GU¥3s U 3 ~  UooUa Uz & br
a9adjJesee Ud") (Hebrews Q" W53 d@®) amp @ ic
nounfii nher('tasged®secees UJd"). Therefiothee, t he

next age, the believer will receive the inheritance. This inheritance comes in

the future age, not right now. Yet, at times in the New Testament, believers

have fiage | ifedo right now. Therefore,
translation, but t he context of i nheri tance s uf(
translation, because of the emphasis upon that future time.
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Section Twenty Five

The Ends of Ages

25.1 The Ends of the Ages . Paul wrote: fand they were written for our
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have comeo( " W g ~ ¢ o
GgbUs3add@edalid Ujd 3edd¥is,d U Uad 30
Usys alUfoaUs") (1 Corinthians 10:11).
that some English translations choose the term "world" to translate the term
"ages"s3¥(3"Yy as in Hebr ews  ThrekialsoceuThis e d
verse helps us understand that God through Jesus made the ages, distinct
periods of time with their own evils and administrations.
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