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Introduction

In this study, | will lay out some of the usages of the term "age" in the
New Testament. Different translations render the term "age" in its various
forms world, forever, eternal and other things. In this brief overview, perhaps
the terms related to "age" may be clarified and some confusion reduced.
Although many people believe that the term "age" denies eternity, the writers
of the New Testament used the term as a period of time with specific events
occurring during that time period. When used alone, the term age does not
necessarily affirm or deny eternity, but often focuses upon the present time
and the events happening during that period of time, until another age comes
into view.

Things may continue or things may change in the new age. God
revealed various ages and the substantial change differences between the
ages. People who claim that "age" never means eternity and people who
claim it always means eternity often grind particular theological axes at the
expense of the text. General usage and specific context must decide the
meaning. We will review the evidence below and you can reach your own
conclusions with careful prayer and thought. | will share my understandings,
although the text must speak for itself. Please do not confuse what God
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The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

revealed in the text with what some saint says. | urge all saints to read the

word for themselves, study what you read by comparing Scripture with
Scripture, invite and consider feedback from other saints, and then examine
everything carefully, and hold on to the good. Be sure to heed what you read
in the Scriptures and remember that God loves to express His love in us and
through us.

Many of the New Testament writers had a Hebrew background which
influenced their writing styles. Of course, God superintended the entire
process of recording His revelation in the New Testament, so that the words
of God were recorded to perfection. In other words, verbal and plenary
inspiration characterized both the Old Testament and the New Testament
autographs. Therefore, a few verses in Daniel may provide some
background for the New Testament concepts of age and periods of time.

Daniel wrote that the Son of Man "was given dominion, glory and a
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away;
and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed (Daniel 7:14). In Aramaic,
Daniel wrote His dominion is (a) an everlasting dominion ("b7v |u7¢ nivp'7y");
(b) which will not pass away ("anid'mi Ty X7 7"--peal certainty) and will not
be destroyed ("7annn X7~1"--hitpaal causitive negative). The point is that
nothing shall interfere with His kingdom or His reign. Consider Daniel writing
from a perspective that he has seen Jerusalem fall, as well as many nations
and empires fall to the Babylonians, Medes, and Persians; such would not
be the case with dominion received from the Ancient of Days. The context of
"everlasting dominion" relates directly to rule in the Son of Man's kingdom.
Therefore, we should be careful when terms like "everlasting”" ("b'7y") have
been tied to a specific period of time--the duration of the Son of Man's
kingdom on earth. In no way does this passage suggest that the Son of Man
dies or stops ruling in that kingdom, but making too much of "everlasting"
should cause us to notice the tie to the kingdom of the Son of Man. This
same tie to the dominion of the Son of Man occurs in Daniel 7:27: "Then the
sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One;
His kingdom an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and
obey Him" ("-'72 nIDA NR'M T RN KIYTYI ADD'7NI
HYRADY! HN79! AP NIW7Y™DL iy TR DYy Nyl king"). Notice that His
dominion is dominion age ("n'?2y"--singular). If you translate it as everlasting,
then you confront an issue in Daniel 9:24, where we read that seventy weeks

6



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

have been decreed to bring in, among other things, righteousness ages
("omf7y 71y x2An'M"). In this verse, however, Daniel used a plural form
"om4y", intending to convey a longer period of time than the singular.
Consider Psalm 145:13, where the Psalmist described "your dominion" to all
ages ("om7u-73 N and'n"). Because the Old Testament writers also
used the term "ages" ("nm4y"), translators should be careful not to equate
the singular "age" with the plural "ages." If the singular "age" ever means
"eternity," then were the Old Testament writers speaking of multiple
eternities? The same issues appear in the New Testament between "age"
and "age of the ages." Daniel also wrote that "Many of those who sleep in
the dust of the ground will awake, these to age life, but the others to disgrace
and contempt age" ("nid1N7 N7XI DIV “NY DX NP N9V TNNTR QYN 0|
D721y 1x077") (Daniel 12:2). Daniel contrasted the phrase "age life" ("+n%
n'721v") with "to contempt age" ("D'71v k1 T1"). If one chooses to translate "nY1v"
in Daniel 12:2 as "eternal," as many translators do, then the contrast with
"om-n" in Psalm 145:13 describing the kingdom seems hard to
harmonize, because the force of "all ages" would be changed to merely
"everlasting kingdom," losing all sense of the plural phrase. Furthermore, the
time of rescue seems coordinate with the inauguration of the Millennial
Kingdom in Daniel 12:1-2. Therefore, the Old Testament presents the same
uses of the singular and plural rendered "ages" or eternity. In my mind, the
Old Testament influenced the New Testament writer as God spoke through
them for our benefit.



Section One

The End of the Age Defined

1.1 The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares. Matthew 24-25 relates

directly to The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares in Matthew 13:36-43 and
other parables. The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares provides great help
in understanding other prophecies in the Bible. In that parable, Jesus
explained that God sowed seed (wheat) into the world, and then the deuvil
sowed evil seed (tares) into the world. Until the end of the age, God allowed
both to grow in the world until the harvest. At harvest, God will send forth His
angels and will gather the wicked out of His kingdom, bundle them together,
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then God will gather the sons of the kingdom (wheat) into
His barn, where they will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Careful examination of the details of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
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helps us understand Matthew 24-25. At the outset, please notice that the
time span of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares begins in the Garden
of Eden and ends with Harvest at the consummation of the age. The scope
of the parable alone should alert us to its significance for understanding
prophecy. Therefore, we may begin with a look at the phrase "consummation
of the age" to understand its usage in Matthew 24-25 and The Parable of the
Wheat and the Tares.

1.2.1 The Phrase "the consummation of the age" ("ouvreAciag 100
aiwvoc"). The phrase "consummation of the age" ("ouvteAciag 100 aitvoc")
appears in several places in the New Testament. The difference between the
singular "age" and the plural "ages" makes a very big difference in the New
Testament. Confusing the term "age" with the term "ages" often leads
to great confusion. | also considered a discussion of predicative and
attributive positions of nouns, but the for sake of time and brevity, mainly
avoided it. | hope that further study of all parts of the syntax regarding "age"
would produce valuable exegesis.

1.2.1.1. The Harvest. And the harvest is consummation of age ("0 6¢
BepIouog ouvTéAeia aivog €aTiv') (Matthew 13:39).

1.2.1.2 The Tares. So just as the tares are gathered up and burned
with fire, so shall it be at the consummation of the age" (GoTrep olv
oUMAéyeTal Ta (1ICavia Kai TTupi [KaTalkaieTal, oUTwG EoTal év TA auvTeAgia To0
ai®vog") (Matthew 13:40).

1.2.1.3 The Angels. "So it will be in the consummation of the age," the
angels will come forth and take the wicked from among the righteous"
("oUTwg Eotal év TR ouvteAeia To0 aidvog: &€eheloovtal oi AyyeAol Kai
a@oplolacIv TOUG TToVNPOUG £k péaou TV dikaiwv") (Matthew 13:49).

1.2.1.4 The Great Commission. Jesus promised to be with His
disciples until the end of the age: "and lo, | am with you all the days until the
consummation of the age.” ("kai idou £yw WeB’ PV €ipl TTGoag TAG AUEPAS
€wg TG ouvTeAciag To0 aivog") (Matthew 28:20).

1.2.1.5 The Consummation of the Ages. The phrase "consummation
of the ages" (notice the plural "ages") describes the time when Jesus has
been manifested to put away sin: "Otherwise, He would have needed to
suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the
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consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself” ("émrei €€l aUTOV TTOAAGKIC TTOBElV ATTO KATABOARS
KOOMOU- vuvi 8¢ atrag £1mi ouvTeAeia TV aiwvwy i aBETNOIV [TRHG] duapTiag
di1a Tfi¢ Buaiag auTol TreavépwTtal") (Hebrews 9:26). This verse helps us
understand that more than one age has taken place from the foundation of
the world until Christ manifested. Please keep in mind the Matthew verses
dealing with the consummation of the age (singular age) describe the age
when the harvest occurs. We will give further attention to the plural "the ages"
below.

1.2.1.6 Summary of Usage of Consummation of the Age.
Therefore, we know that the phrase "consummation of the age" in Matthew
described a specific period of time related to one specific age with specific
events designated. Let us look at those events.

1.3 The Links between Matthew 24-25 and the Parable of the
Wheat and Tares. The link between Matthew 24:3 and The Parable of the
Wheat and the Tares in Matthew 13 seems explicit based upon the phrase
"consummation of the age" ("ouvteAeiag 100 ai®vog"), which occurs three
times in Matthew 13 describing the harvest and the time of burning the tares,
where the angels take the wicked from among the righteous at "the
consummation of the age." We can pinpoint this time on the timeline of
prophecy because Matthew 24 presents a precise chronology of events.

1.3.1 The Harvest at the End of the Age. In the Parable of the Wheat
and the Tares, God declined to pull up the tares from the world because He
did not want to uproot the wheat with the tares, so He left both to grow
together until the harvest, the special time He set. When is the harvest?
Several events mark the harvest.

1.3.1.1 The Gathering Out of the Wicked (Tares). The harvest
occurs when the Son of Man sends forth His angels to gather the wicked
(tares) out of His kingdom for judgment (Matthew 13:41). This harvest comes
without notice and happens suddenly. Having gathered up the wicked, they
are bundled together, and cast into the furnace of fire, where there is
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Notice that they do not appear for detailed
judgment, but rather Jesus emphasized their quick removal from the earth
and delivery to the furnace of fire.
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1.3.1.2 The Shining Forth of the Righteous. At harvest, the righteous
(wheat) are gathered into the barn of Jesus. After the wicked (the stumbling
blocks and those who commit lawlessness) are gathered out of the kingdom
of the Son of Man come to earth, then the righteous will shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Therefore, the barn appears to be the
kingdom of Jesus and His Father on earth. Compare the resurrection of
Daniel 12:2 and the saints there shining in Daniel 12:3 after their
resurrection.

1.3.2 Summary of the Harvest as the End of the Age. The harvest
describes the removal of the wicked from the kingdom of God and the shining
forth of the sons of the kingdom in the kingdom of their Father and the Son
of Man. The harvest comes at the end of the age, when Jesus establishes
His Millennial Reign on earth. The order of events in Matthew 24-25 also
clarifies the phrase "the consummation of the age" and amplifies the events
described in The Parable of the Wheat and Tares. In a sense, they interact
with each other. The order of events in a passage often provides details
clarifying the meaning the passage. Such is the case in Matthew 24-25.

1.4 The Order of Events. To be specific, the third question of the disciples
in Matthew 24:3 concerns the sign of the end of the age. Based upon the
order of events in Matthew 24, the "end of the age" occurs after the sign of
the Son of Man appears in the sky, and after the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and after Jesus sends forth His angels with a great trumpet and to gather His
elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other (Matthew
24:30-31). The Parable of the Wheat and Tares provides explicit detail here.
In Matthew 13:43, we know that first the wicked ("tares") are pulled up from
the earth when the angels gather them out of the field, which is the world.
Then sons of the kingdom ("wheat") are left in the world to enjoy the reign of
the Son of Man (Jesus) in the Millennial Kingdom. The righteous left upon
the earth shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew
13:43). Therefore, the end of the age refers to the inauguration of the
Millennial Reign of Christ when He sets up His kingdom on earth, when the
righteous upon the earth shine forth. The wicked have been removed by the
angels taking them away from the earth. The terms "age," "ages," and related
uses of those terms help us expand our knowledge of the New Testament
concept of time events, not just the chronology of time. Time events mean
special events on the time line, similar to the use of "kaipog" in the New
Testament.
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Section Two

The Phrase "Into the Age"

2.1 To the Age. The phrase "to the age" describes a single age.

Reviewing the New Testament usage of the phrase "into the age" ("€ig TOv
ai®va") provides further insight for Matthew 24-25. Please keep in mind the
singular "age" here. We will look at the plural "ages" in the next section. Many
translators take the phrase "into the age" ("ei¢ TOv ait®va") to mean eternity.
In my mind, based upon the usage below, the phrase "into the age" ("cig TOv
ai®ova") does not deny eternity, but focuses instead upon a particular age.
Focusing upon an age draws attention to something happening now and
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continuing into the age in view (not necessarily eternity). If we ignore the
concept of the age, and always think eternity, then we miss the point at issue
stressing present action within the present time continuing (not necessarily
ending) into the age.

The preposition "into" ("€i¢") always occurs with the accusative case. It
means often reaching a destination, and often means into the destination. In
the context of age, the phrase "into the age" ("cic TOv ai®ova") does not mean
reaching the border of the age, but arrival into the age. The New Testament
writers had a particular phrase to describe eternity: the ages of the ages
("ToUg aitvag TV aiwvwv"). If a writer wanted to express eternity, he could
use that phrase; if he did not use that phrase, then we should ask why use
another "age" phrase? The "age life" often means the age of the Son of Man
reigning as King on earth in the Kingdom of His Father and His own kingdom
come to earth. Jesus frequently referred to the Kingdom of God and therefore
also described age life that begins at the moment of salvation and
guarantees happy entrance into the Millennial Kingdom and continued life
therein. At other times, age life appears future. The context of each usage
must decide.

2.1.2 The Barren Fig Tree. Jesus commanded a fig tree so that it
would not bear fruit.

2.1.2.1 The Withered Fig Tree. Matthew wrote: Seeing a lone fig tree
by the road, Jesus came to it and found nothing on it except leaves only; and
He said to it, “No longer from you fruit shall be born into the age. And at once
the fig tree withered.” ("kai idwv oukiv piav & TA¢ 6800 AABEV T AUTAV KO
oUBEv eUpev &v aUTH €i A UAAG povov, kai Aéyel alTh: UNKETI K GO0 KapTrog
vévntai €ic TOV aitva. Kkai €Enpaven Tapaxpfiua f ouki") (Matthew 21:19).
We know that the fig tree will not live to eternity, so the reference seems
strained to extend the time frame to eternity. Here, the tree withers
immediately and will not bear fruit from that time forward, unless it is restored
in the Millennial Kingdom.

2.1.2.2 The Fig Tree. Mark wrote: “He having answered, He said to it,
'No longer to the age no one to eat fruit of you!™ And His disciples were
listening. ("kai ATTOKPIOEIC eiTev AUTA: PNKETI €iC TOV Qiva ék 0ol undEiC
KapTTOv @ayol. Kai fikouov oi padntai autod") (Mark 11:14). In this case, it
seems unlikely that the fig tree would live thousands of years or to eternity.
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It emphasizes the present bareness of the fig tree in the present age and
continuing into the age.

2.1.3 Blasphemy Against The Holy Spirit. The one who blasphemes
the Holy Spirit shall not have forgiveness into the age ("€ig Tov aitva"), but
guilty is of age sin ("aAN Evoxoc €oTiv aiwviou apaptiuartoc”) (Mark 3:29).
We will see the comparison to "age life" below. By focusing upon age here,
Mark did not suggest forgiveness later, but doom now and continuing into
the end of the present age, when judgment would come. Notice that the
adjective age ("aiwviou"--genitive) modifies "life" here. In this case, the class
of sin is age sin, an unforgivable sin in the age.

2.1.4 Abraham and His Descendants. God gives help to Abraham
and his descendants into the age ("ci¢ TOv ai®va.") (Luke 1:55). Abraham
and his descendants received help until they enter into the coming age. In
fact, the new age will bring the fulfillment of the New Covenant for Abraham
and his descendants (Jeremiah 31:31; Hebrews 8:8).

2.2 Well of Water. John wrote: "But whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him shall not thirst into the age; but the water that | will give him will
become in him a well of water springing up to age life.” ("06g & av Tin ¢k 100
Udato¢ ol éyk dwow alT®, ou uf dIYRAOE €i¢ TOV aiva, GAAG TO Udwp O
dWow auT® yevnoeTal €V aut® TTnyn Udatog dAAopévou eic wnv aiwviov")
(John 4:14). Jesus meant that He would give the water of life that (a)
removed all thirst (double negative with subjunctive verb) from now into the
age (Millennial Reign of Christ); and (b) the well of water He gives will spring
up into age life (life in the Millennial Kingdom, the new age to come,
consisting of the reign of Christ on earth for a thousand years (Revelation
20:1-7)); remember that the term "€i¢" means into, not just stop at the border
of the destination, so the age life means life into the Millennial Reign of Christ
on earth; and (c) age life does not end when the Millennium ends.

2.3 Bread of Life. Jesus said He is the Bread of Life. In the Bread of
Life Discourse (John 6:26-58), Jesus described "age life," a term that often
means new spiritual life starting at the moment of salvation, and continues
into the next age, which is the Millennial Reign of Christ upon earth. The
focus upon age life does not deny eternal life, but instead focuses upon new
spiritual life starting today by grace through faith and continues into the
Millennial Kingdom. It guarantees that the person with "age life" shall be
raised up on the last day to be with Jesus bodily in the Millennial Kingdom
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where Jesus reigns on earth for a thousand years, after He vanquishes His
enemies.

2.4 Live into the Age. Jesus said: "l am the living bread that came
down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live into the age;
and the bread also which | will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” ("éyw
gigl 6 apTog O CWv O €k ToU oUpavol kataBac: av TIG eayn €k ToUTou TOD
aptou {nael €ig TOV aitva, Kai O apTog 0¢ OV Eyw dwow 1 oap Pou £aTIv
utrép TAG ToU KOopou (wic") (John 6:51). As above, the promise of Jesus
was the believer would live from now into the Millennial Kingdom.

2.5 Living Bread. Jesus said: "This is the bread which came down out
of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live
into the age.” ("oUTOC €0TIv O &pTOC O €€ OUPAVOD KATARAC, 0U KABWC Epayov
oi TTaTéPEG Kai atmédavov: O Tpwywv TodTov TOV apTov {Noel €ig TOV aitva.")
(John 6:58). As Jesus described "age life," He revealed that He is the Bread
of Life, and He came down from heaven. The Bread of Life is unlike the bread
given to the fathers who ate and died, emphasizing the temporal quality of
that bread, but Jesus is spiritual bread that changes the believer so they will
enter into the age of the Millennial Kingdom.

2.6 The Son Remains. Jesus said that the slave does not remain in
the house into the age ("cig TOv ai®va"), but the son remains in the house
into the age ("ei¢ TOv ai®va") (John 8:35). Jesus emphasized that not all
people will enter into the Millennial Age, but only the Son of Man, who will
come receive the kingdom from His Father, the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:1-
22).

2.7 Keeps My Word. "Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps My
word, he will not see death into the age.” ("aunv aunv Aéyw Uuiv, €av TIG TOV
EMOV Adyov TnpnRon, BavaTov ou un Bewpnon €ig Tov aikva"--double negative
with subjunctive) (John 8:51). Using the double negative with the subjunctive
again, Jesus promised that people who keep His word will not see death into
the age. Jesus did not mean that they die after the age of the Millennial
Kingdom, but promised they would have spiritual life to enter into the
Millennial Kingdom.

2.8 The Jews Said. John wrote: The Jews said to Him, “Now we know
that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say,
‘If anyone keeps My word, he will not taste of death into the age.™ ("Eimov
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[00v] aUTG) oi loudaior- vOv éyviokapev 6T daipdviov Exelc. ABpady dmmédavey
Kai oi TTpo@iTal, Kai aU AEyelg- €av TIG TOV AGyov Jou TnPRaon, ou un yeuonTal
Bavarou €ig TOv aiva.") (John 8:52). Jesus again used the double negative
with the subjunctive to explain that saved believers will not taste death for
the period of time stretching from the time of His words into the age of His
Millennial Kingdom.

2.9.1 Age Life. Jesus promised: | give to them age life ("0idwu1 auToig
(wnv aiwviov"), and they shall not be destroyed into the age ("oU pn
amméAwvTal €ic TOv aiva) (John 10:28). Jesus again used the double
negative with the subjunctive to stress that "age life" does not mean
destruction, when the ungodly are destroyed in Hades (see Atfterlife for the
use of the term "destroyed.") The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies "life"

(qAv).

2.9.2 Age Life Defined. Jesus defined "age life" as the life "all who live
and believe in Me shall not die into the age" ("kai a¢ 6 (v Kai ToTeUWV €ig
EME oU un atmmobavn €ig Tov aikva--double negative with subjunctive") (John
11:26). Jesus again used the double negative with the subjunctive to define
the phrase "age life" and contrasted it with "resurrection." Believers do not
need to worry about dying before the Millennial Kingdom arrives, because
Jesus guarantees they have "age life," which means they will live into the
Millennial Kingdom. Of course, Jesus means spiritual life, with bodily
resurrection to enter the Millennial Age. The time of that resurrection occurs
for saints at the Clouds Resurrection of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and Daniel
12:2, and for others who died during the Tribulation at the beginning of the
Millennial Reign.

2.10 Messiah Remains. The crowd said to Jesus that according to
the Law, "the Christ abides into the age" ("0 xp10TOG pével €ic TOV aiva")
(John 12:34). The crowd read or heard the Old Testament prophecies about
Christ and understood He would abide into the age. This verse helps us
understand the crowd had an expectation that Messiah would come and stay
into the new age. They did not understand that Messiah would suffer first,
and then enter His glory in the new age (Luke 24:6). Until then, He would be
spiritually present with His believers (Matthew 28:20).

2.11 Peter's Feet. Peter said to Him, “Into the age you shall not wash
my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If | do not wash you, you have no part with
Me.” ("Aéyel auTt® METPOG: OU WA viwng pou Toug TTOdag €i¢ TOV aitva.
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aTrekpidn Incolc alT®- €av PR vigw o€, oUK EXEIC NEPOC WET £uol.") (John
13:8) Jesus again used the double negative with the subjunctive to describe
age life. In this case, Jesus meant that He would wash the feet of Peter so
that he would have age life, not by foot washing, but by faith; Jesus washed
the feet of the disciples indicating the service of the Suffering Servant from
then until He serves them in the Millennial Kingdom (Luke 12:37).

2.12 The Helper. Jesus promised another Helper: "I will ask the
Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you into
the age" ("kayw £EpwTACW TOV TTATEPA Kai GAAOV TTapakAnTov dwael UiV, iva
ued’ UV eic TOV aitva f,") (John 14:16). As Jesus neared His crucifixion
and ascension, He promised that the Father would send the Helper to be
with the disciples. Jesus again makes a kingdom promise that the Helper
ministry would start then and continue into the Millennial Kingdom. Jesus did
not deny the eternal ministry of the Holy Spirit, but emphasized His ministry
from then into the Millennial Kingdom.

2.13 No Meat. "Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, | will
not eat meat into the age, so that | will not cause my brother to stumble."
("016TTEP €i Pppa okavdaAilel TOV AdeA@OV Pou, ou N @ayw Kpéa €ig TOV
aiva, iva pn 1oV adeA@ov pou okavdaAiow.") (1 Corinthians 8:13). Paul
used the same double negative with the subjunctive to describe action
beginning then and continuing into the Millennial Kingdom. Paul was not
focused upon eternity, but upon the specific period of time until Jesus reigns
in the Millennial Kingdom.

214 God's Righteousness. As it is written, “HE SCATTERED
ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES
INTO THE AGE.” ("kaBwg yéypatrtal: £0KOPTTIOEV, EDWKEV TOIG TTEVNOIV, N
dikalooUvn autol pével €ig Tov aiwva.") (2 Corinthians 9:9) (quoting Psalm

.....

above, the kingdom of God dominates the Scriptures. Some translators
render the Hebrew "Ty%?" as forever. The Psalmists used the phrase
"Tv? nTnV" to refer to the praise of God (Psalm 111:10) and the
righteousness of God (Psalm 111:3, 112:3, 112:9). Based upon the other
forever righteousness seems sound in Psalm 112:9. Even so, the term "Ty%"
by itself does not always reference eternity, because the hope of Psalm 9:18
ends when the one sees what one hoped for (Romans 8:24). Likewise, in
Psalm 37:29, the righteous will dwell in the land "forever" ("T1y7"), but we
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know that the entire earth will be burned up and destroyed with fire (2 Peter
3:10). In Psalm 61:8, the Psalmist declares he will sing praise to the name
of God "forever" ("Ty?"), but he qualifies it with paying his vows day by day
("oif Ioif). In Psalm 148, the Psalmist praised God for the creation of sun,
moon, heavenly host, angels and others; He established them "forever and
ever" ("nzivy Tv7 oTy"). By using the phrase "forever and ever"
("Dl21v7 TV DT MY4"), the Psalmist introduced some doubt in my mind that
"Tu7 nv" in Psalm 112:9 is the same period of time described by "forever
and ever" ("Dziv7 TY7 0oTy")" in Psalm 148:6 (see also Isaiah 30:8).
Therefore, the phrase "ci¢c TOv aiva" may refer to eternity, and not merely
the end of the age. A fuller discussion of the Hebrew terms for eternity would
be helpful to decide the matter finally. Based upon New Testament usage of
the phrase "ei¢ TOv aitva," | still prefer the translation "age" because of the
New Testament context and Psalm 148:6, but | appreciate the strong
argument against such a translation. Context must decide each usage.

2.15 Priesthood of Christ. Christ is a priest into the age according to
the order of Melchizedek ("iepeug €ic 1OV aitva"™) (Hebrews 5:6--quoting a
Melchizedek passage from Psalm 110:4--("-2y D71V |nd>~nRX DNY!
71X 'm 'naT"). The Hebrew term "nlzivy" describes the length of time of
that priesthood.

2.16 Jesus Has Entered. Hebrews provides: "where Jesus has
entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest into the age
according to the order of Melchizedek." ("01Tou TTPOOPOUOG UTTEP MUV
€iofjABev ‘Incolc, katd TRV TAEIV MeAxIoEdeK APXIEPEUC YEVOUEVOS EiC TOV
ai®va") (Hebrews 6:20). The time frame in view could be eternity, but the
writer may have intended a reference to the Millennial Kingdom. In the
alternative, the writer may have stressed the eternality of the high priestly
work of Jesus. By translating the phrase "into the age" literally, the reader
can understand the semantic range of the phrase, which includes both a
reference to the Millennial Kingdom and eternity beyond.

2.17 Witnessed. Hebrews provides: For it is withessed of Him, “YOU
ARE A PRIEST INTO THE AGE ACCORDING TO THE ORDER
OF MELCHIZEDEK” ("uapTupgital yap OTI GU iEpeUg €ig TOV aidva KaATa TAV
TaEIVv MeAx10€0ek") (Hebrews 7:17--quoting a Melchizedek passage from
Psalm 110:4--("pT1¥2'm M2 7w D21vY7 |nd>-nhx ona'"). The Hebrew term
"D721v7" describes the length of time of that priesthood. By translating the
phrase "into the age" literally, the reader can understand the semantic range
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of the phrase, which includes both a reference to the Millennial Kingdom and
eternity beyond.

2.18 Sworn. Hebrews provides: For they indeed became priests
without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him,
“THE LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, ‘YOU ARE
A PRIEST INTO THE AGE”; ("oi pév yap Xwpic opKwuoaiag eioiv iepeig
YEYOVOTEG, O O& HETA OpKwuoaiag dia Tol Aéyoviog TTPOG aUTOV: (WUOCEV
KUpIOG Kai oU peTapeANBAoETal- OU iepelg €ig TOV aitva.") (Hebrews 7:21--
quoting a Melchizedek passage from Psalm 110:4--("-7v D71V%7 [n>~nHx DNY*
that priesthood. By translating the phrase "into the age" literally, the reader
can understand the semantic range of the phrase, which includes both a
reference to the Millennial Kingdom and eternity beyond.

2.19 Christ Appointed Son. For the Law appoints men as high
priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, a
Son, made perfect forever ("0 vouog yap avBpwtToug KabioTnaolv apxXIEPEIS
ExovTtag aagbéveiav, 0 Adyog 0¢ TG OpKWHOTIag TAG META TOV VOUOV UiV Eig
TOV aitva TeTeAeiwpévov”) (Hebrews 7:28). When the phrase "into the age”
("eig TOV aiova") is applied to God, | believe it makes the strongest claim to
eternity as a good translation.

2.20 The Word of the Lord. “The word of the Lord abides into the

age.” ("10 0¢ pRApa kKupiou pével €ic Tov aitva") (1 Peter 1:25--translating
|Isaiah 40:8--and the word of our God will stand to olam--aT

to the word of God, it also makes a strong claim to eternity.

2.21 Priesthood. The writer of Hebrews explained: "but Jesus, on the
other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood to the age"
("0 O& 01 TO pévelv alToV €i¢ TOV ailova atrapapartov £xel TV iepwalivnv")
(Hebrews 7:24). When the phrase "into the age" ("cic Tov aitva") is applied
to God, | believe it makes the strongest claim to eternity as a good
translation.

2.22 Doing the Will of God. John wrote that "the one who does the
will of God abides into the age" ("6 oIV 10 BéANua ToU B0l pével €ig TOV
ai®va") (1 John 2:17). In 1 John 2, the context there is the world ("6 k6opog")
passing away ("mrapayetar”). In that context, the contrast suggests that the
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phrase "into the age" ("ci¢c TOv ai®va") refers to a time beyond the passing
away of the world. In light of the use of the term passing away ("mrapayetai")
in 1 Corinthians 2:6, 7:31, and 1 John 2:8, the passing away has already
begun and so a reference to the destruction of the world by fire may not be
in view. In 1 John 2, the world is tied to the lusts of the world, indicating a link
to the time of evil men, and the shining forth of the light of Jesus Christ (1
John 2:8--remember Daniel 12:3 and the Parable of the Wheat and Tares on
believers shining in the Millennial Kingdom--Matthew 13:43). Therefore, the
translation of "into the age" ("cic TOv aitva") may not refer to eternity here,
but to a more definite time.

2.23 The Truth. John wrote that the truth "will be with us into the age"
("ue®’ AUV EoTal ig TOV aiva") (2 John 1:2). As with "into the age" ("cig TOv
ai®va") applied to God, when the phrase "into the age" ("cig¢ Tov aitva") is
applied to the truth from God, it also makes a strong claim to eternity.

2.24 The Age of His Glory. Peter wrote: "After you have suffered for
a little while, the God of all grace, Who called you into the age of His glory in
Christ, will Himself confirm, strengthen establish you." ("0 8¢ 8ed¢ Tréong
XapIToG, 0 KaAéoag UMAG €ic THV aiwviov autol d6&av é&v XpIoT® OAiyov
TTaBévTag auTOG KaTapTioel, oTnpitel, oBevwael, Bepehiwael”) (1 Peter 5:10).
The phrase "into the age of His glory" ("€ig Tv aiwviov autol 66¢av") seems
a clear reference to the glory of the Millennial Reign of Christ, as the saints
shine forth in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:43; see also Jesus
comes with glory --1 Peter 1:11; Luke 21:27).

2.25 Kingdom Age. Peter wrote: "For in this way entrance into the age
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to
you" ("oUTwg yap TTAouadiwg ETTixopnyndnoeTal UV I €i0080¢ €ig TAV aiwviov
BaaolAgiav 100 Kupiou UGV Kai cwThpog Incol XpioTold") (2 Peter 1:11). The
phrase "into the age kingdom" refers to entrance of saints into the kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which is the Millennial Kingdom, which
will be abundant, as believers must be all the more diligent to be sure of their
calling and choosing by God (2 Peter 1:10).
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Section Three

The Phrase "Into the Ages™

3.1 Into the Ages. The phrase "into the ages" ("ci¢ ToU¢ aitvag"),

notice the plural of ages, describes a period of time spanning more than one
age.

3.1.1 Reign of Christ into the Ages. Luke wrote: And He will reign
over the house of Jacob into the ages, and His kingdom will have no end”
("kai BaoiAeUoel i TOV oikov lakwp €i¢ TOUC aivag kai TA¢ BaoiAgiag auTol
oUk €otal TEA0G.") (Luke 1:33). The kingdom of God here has no end, and
the period of time may be eternal. Therefore, we should take special note
that the phrase "into the ages" when applied to God may mean eternity, and
certainly a period beyond a single age.
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3.1.2 Blessed into the Ages.

3.1.2.1 Blessed into the Ages. Paul wrote: For they exchanged the
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed into the ages. Amen. ("oiTiveg peTAAAaav TRV
aAnBeiav To0 Beol £v T Weudel Kai EéoeBaaBnaoav Kai EAGTpeucav TH KTioEl
TTapd TOV KTioavTa, O¢ €0TIV eUAOYNTOC €ic TOUC aitvag, apnv") (Romans
1:25). This use of the phrase "into the ages" tends to confirm the meaning
that eternity may in view, particularly when the phrase references God.

3.1.2.2 Blessed into the Ages. Paul wrote: Whose are the fathers,
and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God
blessed into the ages. Amen ("eUAoynTdg €ic Toug aivag, aunv") (Romans
9:5). Paul often added an amen after his praise. Like other New Testament
writers, Paul used the phrase "into the ages" to describe God, and often
meant eternity.

3.1.3 Glory to God into the Ages. Paul ascribed glory to God into the
ages ("ei¢ Toug aitvag, aunv") (Romans 11:36). Another use confirming the
phrase "into the ages" when applied to God means eternity, or a period of
ages beyond the Millennial Age.

3.1.4 Glory to Jesus into the Ages. Paul ascribed glory to Jesus into
the ages: to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory into the
ages. Amen ("uévw coP® Be®, 1t Incol XpioTol, W A 86Ea €i¢ TOUS aidvac,
aunv") (Romans 16:27). This use confirms the phrase "into the ages," when
applied to God, means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial
Age.

3.1.5 Blessed God and Father into the Ages. Paul declared that the
God and Father of the Lord Jesus is blessed into the ages ("¢€ig Toug aitvag")
(2 Corinthians 11:31). This use confirms the phrase "into the ages," when
applied to God means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age.

3.1.6 Throne of God. Hebrews provides: But of the
Son, “YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE
RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM" ("1mrpog 6¢
TOV Ui6V-0 Bpdvog oou 6 BedC €ic TOV aiva To0 aivog kai i paRdog TAG
£00UTNTOC PARSOC TAC BaaiAgiag oou"--quoting Psalm 45:6

vvvvvv
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Hebrews translated the single term "n'21v" with the phrase "ei¢ 1dv ai®va 100
aivoc." Therefore, we know that the phrase "ei¢ 10v_ai®va 100 ai®vog,"
when applied to God, may translate the Hebrew term "n'21v," even though the
plural "om7y" and other phrases were available to the Old Testament
writers.

3.1.7 Jesus Christ the Same into the Ages. Hebrews provides:
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and the same One also into the ages
("Inool¢ XpI1oTOG £XOEC Kai aruePOV O aUTOG Kai €i¢ ToUg aitvac") (Hebrews
13:8). This use confirms the phrase "into the ages," when applied to God,
means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age. This verse
divides time into three periods. First, yesterday ("¢éx0¢¢") is used in John 4:52
and Acts 17:23 to refer to the day before today. Second, "today" ("ofuepov")
describes the current day. Third, it describes the future as into the ages ("€ig
TOUG aivag"). Therefore, the past and present are described here as days,
not ages. The writer intends to make the point that time can be viewed by
day or by the age, or by combinations of those times. In this case, we have
another indication that the phrase "into the ages," when applied to God,
means eternity, or a period of ages beyond the Millennial Age.

3.1.8 God Our Savior into all the Ages. Jude wrote: To the only God
our Savior be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all the age and
now and into all the ages, amen ("mTpd TavTog 100 aitvog Kai viv Kai €ig
TTavTag Toug aivag, aunv.") (Jude 1:25). This verse provides insight into the
division of time. First, Jude wrote about the period "before all the age" ("mTpod
TTavTog 1ol aitvog"), indicating that one or more ages preceded the present
age. The "all" describes the length of the present age, and suggests an
expansive period of time. Second, Jude wrote about "now" ("viv"). Notice
that the implication is that “now” is part of the present age. Three, Jude wrote
about "into all the ages" ("ci¢ ravtag Toug aivac"), referring to all the ages
to come. This verse provides great help in understanding time and ages in
the New Testament. As above, when the term “ages” applies to God, it could
mean either eternity or a period of time beyond the future age.

3.1.9 Power to God into the Ages. Peter ascribed to Him the power
into the ages, amen ("a0T® 10 KPATOC €ig TOUG aitvag, aunv.") (1 Peter 5:11).
As above, when the term “ages” applies to God, it could mean either eternity
or a period of time beyond the future age. Notice the amen, again.

23



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

3.1.10 The Ages Dwellings. Luke wrote: They will receive you into
the ages dwellings ("dé€wvTal VA €ig Ta¢ aiwvioug oknvac") (Luke 16:9). |
understand this parable to authorize believers to use unrighteous wealth to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ so that more people believe and have
heavenly residences prepared for them. So, when believers die, the saved
people receive them into their heavenly residences. Therefore, | understand
the phrase "into the ages dwellings" ("€i¢ Ta¢ aiwviouc oknvag") to refer to
heavenly dwellings that last beyond the present age and into future ages,
apparently to eternity. Notice the adjective "ages" ("aiwviouc") describing the
dwellings. These are dwellings for the ages.
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Section Four

The Phrase “Into the Ages of the Ages”

4.1 The Ages of the Ages. The phrase “the ages of the ages” ("Toug

ai®vag TV aiwvwy") most often applies to God, but has several other uses
as well. | have included some verses with textual variants. When applied to
God, it appears to mean eternity, like the phrase above, "into the ages."

4.2 Glory and Honor. Paul wrote: to Whom the glory to the ages of
the ages. Amen. ("W ) 86€a gic TOUC aidvag TRV aiwvwy, dunv.") (Galatians
1:5) Paul ascribed honor and glory to God: to Whom be the glory into the
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ages of the ages. Amen. ("W 1 86fa €i¢ TOUC QiVAC TOV aivwy,
auiv.") (Galatians 1:5). The phrase "into the ages of the ages" ("ei¢ ToUG
ai®vac TV aiwvwyv") describes several ages. The plural "ages" indicates
many ages, probably speaking of eternity, particularly when applied to God.
This praise phrase is often completed with Amen.

4.3 Glory to Our God and Father. Paul wrote: Now to our God and
Father be the glory into the ages of the ages. Amen. ("1 &¢ Be® Kai TTaTpi
AWV 1 06&a €ig ToUG aivag TV aiwvwy, aunv.") (Philippians 4:20). Again,
Paul praised our God and Father, ascribing to Him glory into the ages of the
ages ("Toug aivag Twv aiwvwv"). Notice the Amen, again. Like the other
plurals of "ages," when referring to God, eternity often seems to fit the
context best.

4.4 The Only God. Paul wrote: Now to the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory into the ages of the ages. Amen.
("T@ O BaoIAET TV aiwvwy, AEBAPTW AOPATW POVW BeW, TIUN Kai dOEa E&ig
TOUG aitvag TV aiwvwy, aunv.") (1 Timothy 1:17). Notice the interplay with
the contrast of Galatians 1:4, "rescue from the present evil age" ("¢€éAnTal
AMGC €k ToU aivog ToU éveoTWTog TTovnpol'--age singular describing the
present time) with Galatians 1:5, "to whom the glory to the ages of the ages”
("w ) 86Ea €i¢ TOUC aivVaC TGOV aiwvwy"). When Paul contrasted the present
age with eternal age, he used the phrase "the ages of the ages," which
always, or almost always, meant eternity in the Old and New Testament
usage.

4.5 Glory To God. Paul wrote: The Lord will rescue me from every evil
deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory
to the ages of the ages. Amen. ("pUoeTai pe 6 KUPIOG ATTO TTAVTOG EPyoU
TTovnpol Kai owaoel gic TV BadiAgiav auTol TAV £moupaviov: B A BOEa €i¢
TOUG aitvag TV aiwvwy, aunv.") (2 Timothy 4:18). Like the other plurals of
"ages," when referring to God, eternity often seems to fit the context best.

4.6 Glory to Jesus Christ. The writer of Hebrews ascribed glory to
Jesus Christ to the ages of the ages ("W i 84a €i¢ TOUC QIDVAS [TV
aiwvwyv], apnv.") (Hebrews 13:21). If the longer reading is original, then the
"ages of the ages" refers to the eternity of Jesus Christ. The presence of the
well-attested "amen" with the plural "ages" favors (somewhat) the longer
reading.
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4.7 Glory and Power to Jesus Christ. Peter ascribed the glory and
the power to Jesus Christ to the ages of the ages ("6 6£6¢ d1& Incol XpioT1ol
W €0TIv 1) 86Ea Kai TO KPATOC EiC TOUC aivac TRV aiwvwy, duiv") (1 Peter
4:11). The plural "the ages of the ages" emphasized the eternal glory and
power of Jesus Christ.

4.8 Glory and Power to God. John recorded: “to God the glory and
the power to the ages [of the ages]” ("aUuT® 1 06&a Kai TO0 KPATOG €i¢ TOUG
ai®vag [Tov aiwvwv]-aunv.") (Revelation 1:6). This variant appears similar
to Hebrews 13:21, above.

4.9 | Am Living. John recorded: “and the living One; and | was dead,
and behold, | am alive into the ages of the ages, and | have the keys of death
and of Hades” ("kai 0 (v, Kai &yevounv vekpog Kai idou v eipl €i¢ TOUG
ai®vacg TV aiwvwy Kai £xw TaG KAEIC ToU BavaTou kai To0 adou") (Revelation
1:18). John emphasized the eternal life of Christ using the phrase of "into the
ages of the ages, in keeping with other uses of the plurals of "ages" to
describe Jesus and His eternal attributes. In this context, He was dead, but
now lives to eternity.

4.10 Worship Him. John wrote: “The twenty-four elders will fall down
before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives into
the ages of the ages, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying”
("1recolvTal oi eikoal TEcoapeg TTPECRUTEPOI EVWTTIOV TOU KaBnuévou £1Ti TOO
Opovou Kai TTPOCKUVACGOUCIV TW CWVTI €iC TOUC aitivag TV aiwvwyv Kai
BaAolaolv TOUG oTE@AVOUG auTwV EvwTriov ToU Bpdvou Aéyovtec") (Revelation
4:10). The plurals of "ages" described the eternal life of God.

4.11 The Living One. “And when the living creatures give glory and
honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives into the
ages of the ages” (Kai 6tav dwaoouaoiv 1a {a dOEav Kai TINAV Kai EUXapIoTiav
T KoBNuévw £TTi T Bpovw TW COVTI €i¢ TOUC ailivag TV aiwvwv")
(Revelation 4:9). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe the eternal life
of God.

4.12 Blessing, Honor, Glory, Power. John recorded: “the One
seated on the throne and to the Lamb the blessing and the honor and the
glory and the dominion to the ages of the ages” ("1 kaBnuévw £1Ti TR BpOVW
Kai TQ apviw i eUAoyia kai 1 TiA Kai i 86&a Kai 10 KPATOG €ig TOUG aitvag
TV aiwvwv") (Revelation 5:13). The plurals of "ages" were used to ascribe
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eternal blessing and honor and glory and dominion to God the Father and
the Lamb.

4.13 The Blessing, the Honor and the Glory and the Power. John
recorded: “to Him Who created heaven and all the things in it, and the earth
and all the things in it, and the sea and all things in it | heard saying: to the
One sitting upon the throne and to the Lamb the blessing and the honor and
the glory and the power to the ages of the ages” ("kai TTGv KTiopa O €V T
oUpav® Kai €T TAG YAG Kai UTTOKATW TAG YAC Kai £TTi TS BaAdoong Kai Ta €v
auToi¢ TTvTa ffkouoa AEyovTag T KaBnuévw £TTi T Bpdvw Kai TW apviw N
gUAoyia kai A TIuR Kai 1 06&a Kai TO0 KPATOG €i¢ TOUG aivag v aiwvwv")
(Revelation 5:13). The plurals of “ages” were used to describe the eternity of
God the Father and the Lamb.

4.14 Blessing, Glory, Wisdom, Thanksgiving, Honor, Power _and
Strength. John recorded: “to our God be blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength to the ages of the ages
("aunAv, N evAoyia kai i 66&a Kai N cogia Kai | euxapIoTia Kai 1 TIUA Kai n
dUvaUIC Kai 1) ioxUg T Be® AUV €i¢ TOUG aivag TWV aiwvwy: aunv")
(Revelation 7:12). The plurals of “ages” were used to describe the eternity of
God.

4.15 He Who Lives. John wrote: “And swore by Him who lives to the
ages of the ages, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND
THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS
IN IT, that there will be delay no longer” ("kai (uooev &v T CWVTI €ig TOUG
ai®vag TV aiwvwy, 0G EKTIOEV TOV oUPavoV Kai Ta €V aUT® Kai TRV yiv Kai
TG €v QUTA Kai TRV BaAacoav kai Ta &v auTh, OTI XPOVOG OUKETI £aTal")
(Revelation 10:6). The plurals of “ages” were used to describe the eternal life
of God.

4.16 Christ Will Reign. John wrote: “Then the seventh angel sounded;
and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 'The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign to the
ages of the ages” ("Kai 6 €Bdopog ayyeAog EGAATTIOEV- Kai £YEVOVTO QwVal
heyaAal £v T oUpav Aéyovteg: EyéveTo 1) BaaiAcia To0 k6ouou 1ol Kupiou
AWV Kai To0 XpioTod auTod, kai BacIAeUael €i¢ TOUG aitvag TV aiwvwy.")
(Revelation 11:15). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe the eternity
of the reign of Jesus Christ.
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4.17 God Who Lives. “Then one of the four living creatures gave to
the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives to
the ages of the ages.” ("kai &v ék TV TEOOAPWY CWWV EOWKEV TOIC ETTITA
ayyéAoIg ETTTa QIGAAG Xpuadc yepuouoag To0 Bupold 1ol 8ol To0 (VTG i
TOUG aivag Tv aiwvwv") (Revelation 15:7). The plurals of “ages” were used
to describe the eternal life of God.

4.18 Other References. The phrase "ages of the ages" also applied
to other things.

4.19 The Smoke of Their Torment. John recorded: “And the smoke
of their torment goes up into the ages of the ages; they have no rest day and
night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the
mark of his name.”(“kai 6 katrvog To0 Bacaviopol alTwy €ig ailvag aiwvwy
avapaivel, Kai oUK Exouaiv AvAaTTauaIv NPEPOAS Kai VUKTOC Oi TTIPOCKUVOUVTEG
10 Bnpiov kai TV eikdva auTol Kai &1 TIg AapBavel 10 xapayua 100 OvOuaTog
autol") (Revelation 14:11). The plurals of "ages" were used to describe the
eternal torment of the wicked, and the phrase "no rest day and night" speaks
of the continual, daily suffering.

4.20 Revelation 19:3. John recorded: “Babylon, whose smoke
ascends into the ages of the ages” ("Kai deUtepov gipnkav: GAAnAouia: kai O
KaTTVOG aUTAG avapaivel €ig Toug aivag TWv aiwvwv") (Revelation 19:3).
The plural of "ages" emphasized the eternal smoke ascending, suggesting
something beyond the physical Babylon.

4.21 Beast and False Prophet Tormented. John recorded: “And the
devil who deceived them was thrown into the Lake of Fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented
day and night into the ages of the ages” ("kai 6 di1GBoAog 6 TTAavV auToug
EBAABN eic v Aiyvnv 100 TTUPOG Kai Begiou OtTOU Kai TO OBnpiov Kai O
WeUdOTTPOPATNG, Kai BacavioBrnoovTal NUEPAC Kai VUKTOG €i¢ TOUG aitvag
TV aiwvwv") (Revelation 20:10). Like Revelation 14:11, the plurals of "ages"
were used to describe the eternal torment of the wicked, and the phrase "no
rest day and night" speaks of the continual, daily suffering.

4.22 Saints Reign. John recorded: “And there will no longer be any
night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the
sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign to the ages
of the ages.” Therefore, we know that the saints reign in the New Jerusalem
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as long as God lives into the future, into the ages of the ages ("kai vug ouk
E0Tal £TI KOI OUK £XOUCIV XpEiav @wTOS AUXVOU Kai pwTog fAiou, 0TI KUPIOG O
0ed¢ pwTioel £ aUToUC, Kai BaciAeUoouaiv €i¢ TOUG aivag TV aiwvwv")
(Revelation 22:5). The plurals were used to describe the eternal life of God.

4.23 Summary of the Use of Ages of the Ages. The phrase "the ages
of the ages" generally refers to God and His eternal life, and describes
eternal praise to God and the glory of His eternal attributes. Therefore, the
other uses of same term "the ages of the ages" often means eternity as well,
which fits the context and the limited uses of the phrase "the ages of the
ages." Furthermore, the phrase "into the ages of the ages" proves that the
wicked suffer eternally and the righteous reign with God for eternity. Finally,
the phrase "the ages of the ages" emphasized the eternality of God and His
attributes and often refers to His praise and worship.
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Section Five

The Age of Ages

5.1 Age of Ages. Paul wrote: “to Him the glory in the church and in

Christ Jesus to all the generations of the age of the ages, amen” ("auT® n
06&a €v TR €kkANGia Kai &v Xp1oT® ‘Incol ei¢ TToag T1a¢ yevedg 1ol aitivog
TV aiwvwy, aunv") (Ephesians 3:21). Paul used the preposition ("€i¢") which
he also used in the phrase "into the ages of the ages" to describe the period
"to all the generations of the age of the ages." In this case, the generations
extend into a prolonged future, perhaps even eternity, but thecombination of
the church and the generations seems to focus upon a definite period of time,
the Millennial Kingdom.

5.2 Your Throne. ‘But of the Son, “YOUR THRONE, O GOD, ISINTO
THE AGE OF THE AGES THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER
OF HIS KINGDOM” ("mmpog 8¢ 1OV Uuidv: O Bpodvog cou O BedC eic TOV
ai®va To0 aitvog , kai ) papdog Tig eUBUTNTOC PARdOC THSC BaaiAeiag oou)
(Hebrews 1:8--quoting Psalm 45:6--
AN LAY N LAY TYI DIV D'N7X X02). Notice the phrase "Ty) D'2v"
indicating an emphasis upon "age" or a time beyond "age." That phrase
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"Ty1 D'71V" occurs only in Psalm 21:4, 45:6, 48:14, 52:9, 89:36, 104:5, and in
Jeremiah 7:7 and 25:5. In Psalm 45:7, 48:14, 52:9, the phrase describes
God. In Psalm 52:9, the phrase described David's trust in God. In Psalm
89:36, the throne of David will be established like the moon, and the witness
in the sky is faithful (this reference may be more limited than eternity, and
emphasized the Millennial Reign). In Jeremiah 7:7, he wrote: “then | will let
you dwell in this place, in the land that | gave to your fathers from age and
unto age” ("~Tyl DZIY7NY7 DINIAX7 'ANI WK YIXD DD DIPRI DINK 'DIVYI
n21v"). In Jeremiah 7:7, the phrase described land on earth given to the
fathers "n'uv-Ty1 D72Iv-NY" and means a period of time extending no longer
than the life of the earth. Furthermore, this verse provides a clue that the
phrases "from age" ("D71v-n%") and "unto age" ("n71v-TY") both described
specific periods of time, and so do not always mean eternity; both of those
phrases described a period of time that starts and finishes. In Jeremiah 25:5
and Jeremiah 7:7, Jeremiah used a unique phrase (found only in Jeremiah
7:7 and 25:5) to described time: "from age" ("p21v-n7") and "and unto age"
("Dv-nY"). In Jeremiah 25:5, Jeremiah wrote: "saying, ‘Turn now everyone
from his evil way and from the evil of your deeds, and dwell on the land which
the LORD has given to you and your forefathers from age and unto age;"
("D27 NUN! (DI WK DNTRDTY QWA DR'77UN0 Y DYIR 17T WK RIT21Y 0KY
D7IV-TY] D7ZIVT N7 D'nIax7"). Like Jeremiah 7:7, in Jeremiah 25:5 the
phrase "from age" ("D71v-n7") and "and unto age" ("n71v-N%") described the
period of time the Lord gave Israel the land which they should inhabit. Again,
the period of time may mean eternity, but the land itself will certainly be
destroyed by fire in the future (2 Peter 3:10). In fact, the people of Israel will
not inherit that land in perpetuity, because of the destruction of the earth with
fire (2 Peter 3:10).
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Section Six

Into Age Life

6.1 Righteous to Age Life. Matthew wrote: “These will go away into

age punishment, but the righteous to age life” ("admreAedcovTal ouTol E€ig
KOAQCIV aiwviov, oi 8¢ dikaiol i Cwhyv aiwviov") (Matthew 25:46). This verse
provides a nice explanation of the adjective "age" ("aiwviov") when used with
the preposition ("€i¢") and a noun. The contrast here involves the movement
into age punishment for the wicked versus the movement into age life for the
righteous. Compare John 5:24-29 with resurrection to judgment opposed to
the resurrection of life. The believers do not go to a judgment regarding life,
because they already have life at the moment of
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salvation (John 5:24). The punishment age concerns time in Hades awaiting

the final judgment at the Great White Throne of Revelation 20:11ff. The
contrast is not between punishment and eternal life, but age punishment and
age life. Therefore, the age life in view here is Jesus sitting upon Hls
Millennial Throne on earth and separating the sheep from the goats. Jesus
separates the sheep from the goats, sending the wicked (goats) to age
punishment in Hades and the righteous (the sheep) to age life in the
Millennial Kingdom where they will shine forth. Neither Hades nor the
Millennial Kingdom is the final destination for either the wicked or the
righteous. The wicked will end up in the Lake of Fire and the Righteous will
end up in the New Jerusalem. As a side note, when the adjective "age"
appears in the predicative position with "life," | have chosen to translate the
phrase as simply age life, instead of age is life, or some variation thereof.

6.2 Well of Water. John wrote: “but whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him shall never thirst; but the water that | will give him will become
in him a well of water springing up into age life” ("og &' av Trin ¢k To0 UdaTOG
oU éyw BWOowW auT®, ol Wi BIYACE! €i¢ TOV aiva, GAAG TO Udwp & dow
aUT® yevAoeTal €v aut® TTNyn Udatog aAlopévou eic Cwnv aiwviov") (John
4:14). As Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well, He offered her
the water which would become a well springing up to age life. The age life in
view here seems to fit best with age life in the Millennial Kingdom because
of the other uses of the phrase "age life" and the immediate context. In John
4, the woman was thinking about the coming Messiah, and Jesus identified
Himself as the Messiah of Israel, and the Messiah for Samaria (John 4:25-
26).

6.3 Gathering Fruit. “Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is
gathering fruit for age life” ("0 Bepiwv uIcBOV AauBavel Kai cuvayel KapTTOvV
gic Cwnyv aiwviov") (John 4:36). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the
term "life" ("Cwnv"). When the disciples returned from the City of Sychar (the
home of the woman at the well), Jesus explained the reapers are gathering
fruit for age life. In light of the promise of age life to the woman at the well, it
seems that age life means life into the age of the Millennial Kingdom.

6.4 Food Which Abides. John wrote: “Do not work for the food which
destroys (see the Afterlife on destruction), but for the food which abides into
age life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God,
has set His seal.” ("épyaleaBe un thv Bpwaiv TRV atroAAupévny GAAG THV
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Bpwaliv THv yévouaav €ig Cwnyv aiwviov, (v 0 uidg Tol avBpwTrou UPiv dwael:
ToUTOV YAp O TTaThpP £0@payioev O Bedc") (John 6:27). The adjective "age”
("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). In the Bread of Life Discourse in
John 6, Jesus described Himself as the Bread of Life. The crowds gathered
are around Jesus in this passage not because of His signs, but because they
ate the physical bread He gave to them (John 6:26). Jesus taught that people
should not work for the food which destroys, but for the food which abides to
age life. In John 6:39-40, Jesus explained that age life meant that Jesus
would raise believers up on the last day, and He would lose not even one of
them. Therefore, Jesus spoke about believers in Him having "age life" and
Jesus will raise them up on the last day ("moTelwv €i¢ autov Exn Cwnv
aiwviov, Kai avacTow auTtov eyw [eév] TA €oxartn nuépain) (John 6:40).
Therefore, the link to the resurrection and age life becomes explicit in John
6:40. The saints are raised up into life in the age of the Millennial Kingdom.

6.5 Age Life. “He who loves his soul loses it, and he who hates his
soul in this world will keep it into age life.” ("0 @IAQV TV Wuxnv altod
AaT1ToAAUEl aUTHYV, Kai 6 MIoWV TAV WuxXnV auTol €v T KOOUW ToUTw €ig (whv
aiwviov QUAGEel autAv") (John 12:25). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv").

6.6 Hates His Life. John wrote: “He who loves his soul will lose it, and
he who hates his soul in this world will keep it to age life” ("0 @IAQV TAV Yuxnv
auTo0 ATToAAUEl QUTAY, Kai O MICWV TAV WUXNV auTod &v TQ KOOUW ToUTW E€ig
Cwnv aiwviov QUAGEel autAv") (John 12:25). In John 12, Jesus spoke about
age life in the context of the hour for the Son of Man to be glorified, by dying
like a grain of wheat falling into the ground and then bringing forth much fruit
(John 12:24). Jesus then spoke about serving Him and being with Him. Jesus
also spoke about the coming judgment and saving the world (John 12:47-
48). Again, the Millennial Kingdom seems in view, although in this context is
not as clear.

6.7 Appointed. Luke wrote: “When the Gentiles heard this, they
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been
appointed to age life believed.” ("AkoUovTa &¢ Ta £€0vn £xalpov Kai £d6Ealov
TOV Adyov TOU Kupiou Kai émioTeucav &ool Aoav TeTaypévol €ic Cwhv
aiwviov") (Acts 13:48). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life"
("CwnVv"). As Paul preached in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch, many Jews
there rejected the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Paul moved on to the Gentiles.

35



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

As Paul preached to the Gentiles, as many as were appointed to age life
believed. In this context, | did not find a clear indication that "age life" referred
to eternal life or life into the Millennial Age. Therefore, | submit that "age life"
means life into the Millennium because of the predominant usage elsewhere.

6.8 Grace. Paul wrote: “So that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace
would reign through righteousness to age life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
("iva woTtrep £Baciheuocev 1 auaptia €v T BavaTtw, oUTwG Kai n Xapig
BaaiAeuon O1& dikaloouvng €ic wnv aiwviov d1a Incol Xpiotold To0 Kupiou
nuMWV") (Romans 5:21). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("CwnVv"). Inthis context, Paul spoke of sin reigning in death. In contrast,
grace would reign through righteousness into age life through Jesus Christ.
Notice the contrast between the two reigns. Although not clear, this contrast
fits perfectly with age life referring to the Millennial Kingdom, when the earth
is restored under the Millennial Reign of Christ and believers live resurrected
in that kingdom with Jesus.

6.9 Believe. Paul wrote: “Jesus Christ might demonstrate Hls perfect
patience as an example for those who would believe in Him into age life”
("evoeitnTar Xpio1og ‘Incolcg v amacav pakpoBuuiav TTPOG UTTOTUTTWGIV
TV HEANOVTWYV TTIOTEVEIV 1T aUTW €ig Cwnv aiwviov") (1 Timothy 1:16). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwrv"). In 1 Timothy
1:17, Paul described the King, in the context of reigning and dominion.
Although not clear, the context lends some support for into age life meaning
into the Millennial Kingdom.

6.10 Keep Yourselves. “Keep yourselves in love of God, waiting the
mercy of the Lord of us Jesus Christ into age life.” ("¢éauTtoug €v ayarm 6ol
TnEAoATE TTPOCOEXOUEVOI TO EAEOC TOU Kupiou AUV Incol XpioTod €ic Cwhv
aiwviov") (Jude 1:21). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life"
("Cwnv"). Notice here that the saints are waiting to receive "age life,"
indicating they do not have it yet. This future reference supports life into the
Millennial Kingdom, when He reigns as Lord and King.
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Section Seven

From the Age and Ages

7.1 Bring to Light. Paul wrote: "and to bring to light what is the

administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who
created all things” ("kai ewTical [TravTag] Ti¢ ] oikovopia To0 puoTnpiou T00
ATTOKEKPUMMEVOU ATTO TV aiwvwy &v T Be® TG TG TTAvTa KTioavT"--notice
preposition as moving away from being hidden) (Ephesians 3:9). In this
context, The term "from the ages" ("amd T@Wv aiwvwv") clearly does not refer
to eternity, but to the period of time before God revealed the administration
of the mystery which has been hidden in God who created all things.
Therefore, the phrase "from the ages" refers to a specific period of past time.

7.2 Hidden. Paul wrote: “the mystery which has been hidden from the
ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints” ("10
MUOTAPIOV TO ATTOKEKPUUMEVOV ATTO TV QiWVWY Kai ATTd TV Yeve@v—viv O
£pavepwBn Toi¢ ayiolig auTol"--notice preposition as moving away from
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being hidden) (Colossians 1:26). In this verse, we see that the mystery has
been hidden both "from the ages" and "from the generations." Some people
argue that certain powers rule over each age. In Ephesians 2:1-2, Paul
wrote: “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly
walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the power
of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience” ("Kai
UNBIC BVTOC VEKPOUC TOIC TTAPATITWHACIV KAl TAIC GuapTialg UuGv, év aic TToTe
TTEPIETTATAOATE KATA TOV aiOva To0 KOGPOU ToUToU, KaTA TOV ApxXovTa TAG
e€ouaiac 100 agpog, 1ol TrveupaTog To0 viv €vepyolvTog v TOIG UioiG TAG
atrelBeiag"). Notice the phrase "according to the age of this world" and its
relationship to "and according to the ruler of the authority of the air" ("kata
TOV GpxovTta TG €¢ouaiag ToU aépog”). The ruler of this world is the devil
(Matthew 9:34--év 10 GpxovTl TV daipoviwy EKBaAAel Ta daipdvia; John
12:31--viv Kpioi¢ €aTiv TOU KGGPOU ToUTOU, ViV 0 GpXwV ToU KOGHOU ToUTOU
EKBANBNoeTal £EEw-; John 16:11--repi ¢ Kpioewg, OTI 6 dpXwv ToU KOTHUOU
ToUuTOU KéKpITal). The devil, as the god of this age, “has blinded the minds of
the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God” ("év oic 6 Bed¢ TOU aiGvog ToUTOU
ETOPAWOEV TA voruaTa TV ATTIOTWY €ig TO YN auydoal TOV QwTICUOV ToD
gvayyeAiou TAG d6ENC 10U XpiaTod, O¢ €aTiv eikwv Tod Beol") (2 Corinthians
4:4). In 1 Corinthians 2:6, Paul wrote: “Yet we do speak wisdom among
those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers
of this age, who are passing away” ("Zo@iav 8¢ AaAoUuev v TOIG TeAEIOIG,
gogiav 6¢ oU 1o aitvog ToUTOU 0UdE TV apXovTwy Tol ailvog ToUTou TV
katapyoupévwy"). Paul contrasted God's wisdom in a mystery with wisdom
not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age (suggesting again the work of the
devil and his minions). Therefore, with that background of a spiritual ruler of
the world being the devil, we may understand that the "age of this world" and
the "ruler of this world" go hand in hand. Therefore, the phrase "hidden from
the ages" refers to the ages ruled by the devil and his slaves. So, with the
next phrase focused upon "from the generations," we know that phrase has
strong Old Testament roots and describes human generations (e.g., Genesis
9:12; Exodus 16:33; 1 Chronicles 16:15).

7.3 Age of His Prophets. Luke observed: “As He spoke by the mouth
of His holy prophets from age of His prophets” ("kaBwg éAGAncev dia
oTéMaTOG TV Ayiwv AT’ aildvog TTpoPnTV auTol--notice preposition as
moving away from the prophets") (Luke 1:70). In this verse, Luke made a
more specific reference to the age of His prophets.
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7.4 Holy Ones and Age of Prophets. "whom heaven must receive
until period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth
of the holy ones from age of His prophets" ("Ov &€l oUpavov pév dé€acBal
Gxp!l XPOVWV ATTOKOTACTACEWS TTAVIWY WV EAGANCEV O BEdC BIX OTOPATOC
TV ayiwv a1’ aivog autol TTpoPnTv--notice the preposition as moving
away from the prophets") (Acts 3:21). Notice the phrase "the age of
restoration of all things" ("Gxpi Xpévwv ATTOKATOOTACEWS TIAVTWV"),
describing a future time when all things would be restored. Peter used the
word "xpovwv" to describe that time, not "age." Peter then said that God has
used the mouths of the saints from the age of the prophets to describe the
time of restoration. It appears that time of restoration of all things occurs
during the Millennial Reign (Isaiah 11:7; Isaiah 65:25; see also Matthew
17:11 and Romans 8:18-22).

7.5 Known from Age. Luke wrote: SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES
THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM AGE ("Aéyel KUpIOG TTOIQV TaUTA YyVWOTA
atr’ aivoc") (Acts 15:18). James was speaking at the Jerusalem Council
about the rebuilding of the tabernacle of David which had fallen, so that the
rest of mankind may seek the Lord and all the Gentiles who are called by His
name--quoting  Amos  9:11. ("X DHADT7)] DITX NMRY NN YA |JVAY
NINT NWY NIN'-DX) DR™Y MY Xn"). When coupled with the age of His
prophets above, we know how God made known the restoration of all things
known through the Old Testament prophets like Amos and Isaiah, and He

did so from the age of those prophets.
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Section Eight
Before the Ages

8.1 Before the Ages. Paul wrote: “but we speak God’s wisdom in a

mystery, the hidden which God predestined before the ages to our glory
("aAAG AaAolpev Beol ocogiav év puoTnpiw TRV ATTOKEKPUUMEVNV, RV
TTPOWPICEV O BEOS TTPO TWV aiwvwy €ig d6¢av AuV") (1 Corinthians 2:7). As
Paul developed the revelation of God's wisdom in a mystery, he explained
that he spoke that wisdom to the mature. He also said that wisdom was not
of this age, nor the rulers of this age, who are passing away. Therefore, the
phrase "before the ages" means God had already fixed the time of revelation
of the mystery before the ages. In 1 Corinthians, Paul spoke of the rulers of
this age and the wisdom not of this age. So Paul means that God predestined
the revelation of the mystery at the time of Paul, but God made the promise
of that revelation date before the present age with its rulers, and before other
ages. The scope of the term "ages" here certainly includes the present age,
and at least one more age, but the scope cannot be certain as to starting
point of the promise based only on this verse.

40



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

8.2 Before Times of Ages. Paul wrote: “in the hope of age life, which
God, who cannot lie, promised before times of ages” ("émm’ €Amidl CwAg
aiwviou, NV £TTNyyeiAaTo 0 AYeudng BedC TTPO Xpovwy aiwviwv") (Titus 1:2).
Paul wrote about the hope of "age time." The adjective "age" ("aiwviou"
modifies the term "life" ("CwA¢"). Paul also told us that people do not hope
for things already seen (Romans 8:24). Therefore, Paul was speaking of age
life as something yet future, and hoped for as yet unseen which argues
strongly against present eternal life. Regarding age life, Paul wrote that God
promised "age life" before "ages of times" ("11pd xpovwv aiwviwv"), referring
to the passage of time over the course of multiple ages. The adjective "age"
("aiwviov") modifies the term "time" ("xpovwv"). Again, the starting point of
that promise cannot be pinpointed in time, except that it was before more
than one age ago, and the times associated with those ages. It seems likely
the prophets, in their age, revealed such promises, but the date God made
the promise may not be the date of revelation.
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Section Nine

The Now Age

9.1 Conformed. Paul wrote: “And do not be conformed to this age, but

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” ("kai un
ouoxnuaTiCeoBe T aitvi TOUTW, AAAG peTapopolacbe Tf) dvakaivwael Tol
vOOC €ig TO SoKIpadlelv UPAG Ti TO BéEAnua 1ol Beod, TO dyabov kai elapeaToV
Kai TéEAelov.") (Romans 12:2). Paul revealed the command of God not to be
conformed to this age. Therefore, we know that saints may be conformed to
the age they live in, but God commands them to avoid such conformity
because of the evils of the present age, and its evil rulers. Paul also revealed
the means for avoiding the conformity through the transformation and
renewing of your mind.

9.2 The Rich. Paul wrote: “Instruct those who are rich in this now age
not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on
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”

God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.” ("Toi¢ TTAougioIG &V TQ
vOv ai@vi TTapayyeAAe un uwnAogpoveiv undé NATIKEVaI €1Ti TTAOUTOU
adnNASTNTI AAN’ £TTi B TQ TTAPEXOVTI AUV TTAVTA TTAOUCIWG €i¢ aTTdAQUCIV")
(1 Timothy 6:17). Notice that the "now" ("vOv") appears as an adverb here,
but functions as an adjective here modifying "age" ("ai®vi"). Paul spoke
about living "in the now age" ("év 1@ vOv ai®vi"), indicating that he viewed
the world as a series of ages: past ages, now age, and future ages. Each
age has its own characteristics. For example the now age has rich people,
but they must not fix their hope upon such riches, but on God, who provides
the riches for present enjoyment. Paul also revealed we are "in" ("év") the
now age, and look forward to future ages, which we are not in the now age.
Therefore, we know ages follow one another, and things change with each
age, according to that particular age's characteristics and God's sovereign
plans for each age.

9.3 The Now Age. Paul wrote: “for Demas, having loved this now age,
has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to
Dalmatia” ("Anuég yap Me &ykatéAirev ayatioag Tov vOv aiva Kai
£TTOpelBN €ic @cooaloviknv, Kpnokng i MaAartiav, Titog €ic AaAuartiav") (2
Timothy 4:10). The phrase "the now age" describes the current age, with its
rulers and temptations. Paul certainly implied that loving this now age caused
Demas to stumble. Paul described the present age as evil (Galatians 1:4).

9.4 To Live. Paul wrote: “instructing us to deny ungodliness and
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the now age,”
("rraidelouca nuag, iva apvnoauevol TRV Aacéfeiav Kai TAG KOOMIKAG
€mMOupiog cwepdvwg Kai diKaiwg kai €0oeBW¢ (Rowuev &v TW VOV
aicv,") (Titus 2:12). Notice that the "now" ("vOv") appears as an adverb here,
but functions as an adjective here modifying "age" ("ai®vi"). Paul revealed
that living "in the now age" ("év T viv aitvi") means that believers need
instruction about righteous living in the now age.

9.5 Wise in This Age. Paul wrote: “Let no man deceive himself. If any
man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish,
so that he may become wise.” ("Mnd¢ic £éauTov EEQTTaTATW: € TIC OOKET TOPOS
gival év Upiv év T aivi TouTw, JwpoC yevéoBw, fva yévntal coedc.") (1
Corinthians 3:18). Paul continued his warnings about the life in this now age
with a command: Let no man deceive himself. In this case, self-deception
occurs when a man thinks himself wise in this age. The remedy is to become
foolish according to this age, so that he may become wise with God's
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wisdom, which comes down from above, and is not the wisdom of this world,
which is earthly, natural and demonic (James 3:15).
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Section Ten

The Coming Age

10.1 The Coming Age. The New Testament provides insight into "the

age to come" using various Greek phrases. They also expand our
understanding of the terms "age" and "ages" in the New Testament.

10.2 Blasphemy against The Holy Spirit. Matthew wrote: “Whoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever
speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age
or in the age to come.” ("kai 0¢ £€av €iTrn Adyov katd 1ol viod Tol avBpwTTou,
agednoeTal auT®: 0¢ & av €imn kata To0 TTveUpaTog ToU Qyiou, OUK
agednaetal alT® olTe &v TOUTW TW aivi oUTe €v T PéEAAovTI") (Matthew
12:32). Jesus warned that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be
forgiven in the present age nor in the age to come ("ouk agebAoeTal AUTH
o0Te &v TOUTW TW aitvi oUTE v T YEAAOvVTI ") (Matthew 12:32). The context
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indicates that attributing the works of Jesus to the devil means people reject
Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit in drawing people to Jesus as Savior.
Therefore, when anyone says Jesus works for the devil, they have committed
the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Such sin without repentance
and salvation cannot be forgiven in this the age ("év ToUTW TG @i®vI") nor in
the coming age ("oU1e &v T PEAAOVTI"Y).

10.3 Everyone. Matthew wrote: “And everyone who has left houses
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s
sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit age life.” ("kai 1&g
00TIC APiKev oiKiag i AdeAPOUC | AdEAPAC N TTaTépa A uNTEPA A TéKva
Aypoug &vekev To0 OVOUATOG Mou, €kaTovTattAaciova AfuyeTal Kai {whnv
aiwviov kKAnpovounael") (Matthew 19:29). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). In Matthew 19:28, we know that when Jesus
will sit on His glorious throne, the disciples will sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. This judgment will take place in the regeneration
("ev TR TTahiyyeveaia'--see Titus 3:5 for the washing of regeneration, which is
a requirement to enter age life). Believers shall receive their inheritance of
age life and shall simultaneously enjoy age life in the Millennial Kingdom.
Because age life will be received in the future age, it does not seem to fit the
meaning of eternal life now.

10.4 Hundred Times. Mark wrote: “but that he will receive a hundred
times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to
come, age life” ("éav pn AGPn ekartovramAaciova viv &v T Kalp® TOUTW
oiKiag Kai AadeAQOUC Kai AdEAQAC Kai uNTEPAG Kai TEKVA Kai Aypoug META
SIWYHQV, Kai &v T aitvi T Epxopévw Cwnv aiwviov") (Mark 10:30). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). Like Matthew,
Mark recorded promises of reward (a hundred times as much) and
persecutions in the present age, but also age life, referencing life in the age
to come. Because age life will be received in the future age, it does not seem
to fit the meaning of eternal life now.

10.5 Age Life. Luke wrote: “who will not receive many times as much
at this time and in the age to come, age life?” ("og ouxi un [&TO]AGRN
TTOAAaTTAQGIOVa €V TG KAIPW TOUTW Kai €&v T aitvi T® €pXopévw Cwhv
aiwviov;") (Luke 18:30). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("Cwnv"). Like the other synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke),
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Luke recorded the promise of inheriting age life, which Matthew and Mark
specify as life in the coming age.

10.6 Worthy. Luke wrote: ‘Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age
marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered worthy to
attain to that age and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are
given in marriage;’ ("kai girev auToic O ‘Incolc: oi uioi To0 aidvog ToUToU
yapoUdaolv kai yapiokovTal, oi 6¢ KaTtaglwBévTeg ToU aitivog EKEIVOU TUXEIV Kali
TAG avaoTaoewd TAG €K vekpWv oUTe yapoUalv oUTe yapifovtal") (Luke 20:34-
35). Jesus explained that the sons of this age marry and are given in
marriage, but the ones considered worthy to attain to that age and the
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Notice
"that age" refers to the time of resurrection, meaning a future age.

10.7 Supremely Exalted Jesus. Paul wrote: “which He brought about
in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenlies, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
one to come.” ("Hv &vipynoev &v T XpIoTW &yeipag auTov €K VEKPWV Kai
KaBicag €v Oe€Id auTol &v TOIG €TToupaviolg UTTepdvw TTAONG APXAG Kali
£¢ouaiag Kai SUVAMEWGS Kai KUPIOTNTOG Kai TTavTOg OVOUATOS Ovopalouévou,
oU Povov &v TQ) aitvi TOUTW AAAG Kai €v TQ PéAovTI-") (Ephesians 1:20-21).
Paul described God's extreme power demonstrated by raising Christ from
the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies. Therefore,
Christ was exalted in the present age above all rule and authority and power
and lordships and all names which are named, and remains so exalted into
the coming age. The continuity of Christ's exaltation remains the same, while
many other things change in the coming age, with all earthly rule, authority
and power and lordship changed on earth in the coming age.

10.8 Tasted the Word and Powers. Hebrews provides: “For in the
case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the
heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come” ("Aduvartov
yap TOUG ama ewTioBévTag, yeuoauévoug Te TG dwpedg TAG ETToupaviou
Kai METOXOUG yevnBEVTaG TTVEUNATOG Ayiou Kai KOAOV yeuoauévoug Beol
pAua duvauelg T péAovTog aivog") (Hebrews 6:4-5). In this passage,
some people have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age
to come. Therefore we know that the coming age will be characterized by
the active power of the word of God in the lives of saints, but that same power
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is at work in the lives of believers today, and some unbelievers also receive
a taste of such powers today (see Hebrews 6). No doubt believers have
eternal life because passages like Revelation 22:5 describe believers as
shining in the New Jerusalem for the ages of the ages, just like God has life

to the ages of the ages.
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Section Eleven

Out of the Age and Ages

11.1 Out of the Age. John wrote: "Out of the age not has been heard

that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind." ("éx 100 ai®vog ouk
AKOUOoBON OTI AVEWEEV TIGC OPOAAUOUG TuPAOD yeyevvnuévou") (John 9:32).
When Jesus healed a man born blind, people admitted that "out of the age"
("ék 100 aiovog ") it has not been heard of such a healing of a man born
blind. Therefore, we know that the phrase "out of the age" refers to all the
ages, including the present age, when people lived on earth.

11.2 Qut of This Present Evil Age. Paul wrote: “who gave Himself
for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according
to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.”
("to0 66vTOC £aUTOV UTTEP TV APAPTIOV AUQYV, OTTWGS £EEANTAI NUAS €K TOU
ai®ovog 100 €veaT®WTOG TOovNPEOoU KOt TO BéAnua TO0U B0l Kai TTATPOG
AUOV") (Galatians 1:4). Notice God characterized the present age as evil.
Paul selected the phrase: "the present evil." The term "éveotT0¢" describes
the present age (see Romans 8:38 and Colossians 3:2 where Paul spoke of
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present things). This stands in contrast to the now age, referring not to things,
but to the now age itself. So, when Paul said "now evil age," he was focusing
upon the evil things in the now age. God the Father did not remove saints
from this physical age, but transferred the saints out of the dominion of the
evil one and into the kingdom of His beloved Son (Colossians 1:13-14).
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Section Twelve

Into Day Age

12.1 Day of Age. Peter wrote: “but grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him the glory, both now and into the
day of age. Amen.” ("aufavete O €v XAPITI Kai yvwaoel To0 Kupiou ANV Kai
owTfpog Incold XpioTol. alt®w f d6&a kai viv Kai €ic AUépav aitvoc") (2
Peter 3:18). Peter described the present age as "now" and then described
the future as "into the day age." The term "day" appears frequently on the
prophetic calendar of God, and frequently refers to the day of the Millennial
Reign of Christ (e.g, Jeremiah 46:10; Ezekiel 29:21, 30:3; Joel 2:31, 3:14;
Amos 5:8; Obadiah 1:15; Zechariah 14:3; 1Corinthians 5:5; 1 Thessalonians
5:2). In this context, the day age seems to refer to the Millennial Reign of
Christ.
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Section Thirteen

Age Life

13.1 Translations. Many translations equate the term "Cwnv aiwviov"

with eternal life. In some verses they translate "aiwviov" as age, but then say
it means eternal when applied to life. As you read the verses below, ask
yourself if the context suggests eternity, or is the promise more about a
specific age and life therein. | am not suggesting saints do not have eternal
life, for all saints surely do. Likewise, the unsaved wicked suffer for eternity.
| am also not denying that a single word may have a broad semantic range,
but context must decide the meaning. The grammar also makes a difference
here. The term "Cwnv" is a noun and the term "aiwviov" is an adjective.
Therefore, the adjective "age" describes the noun "life."

13.2 A Man Ran. Mark wrote: ‘As He was setting out on a journey, a
man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher,
what shall | do to inherit age life?” ("Kai ékmmopguopévou auTol €ig 6doV
TTPOCBPANWY EIC KAI YOVUTTETAOAC aUTOV £TTNPWTA aUTOV: SISACKOAE ayabs,
Ti TToIow iva {wniv aiwviov kKAnpovounow") (Mark 10:17). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). In this case, the man
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asked about doing future works to inherit age life in the future. This term
"inherit" meant to receive at the death of something, referring to be a
beneficiary of some bequest. In this context, the man wanted to know how
he "may inherit" ("kKAnpovopnow"--future active indicative--) age life ("Cwnv
aiwviov"). The man wanted to know what he must do in the future ("moijow"-
-aorist participle) so that in the future he would inherit age life (see 1
Corinthians 6:9 and Galatians 5:21 on the saints inheriting the kingdom of
God). Jesus also spoke of doing things now so one would be considered
worthy to have life in the age to come, and be resurrected to live in that age
in the Kingdom of God (Luke 20:34-35; Matthew 22:8). Therefore, the idea
of inheriting age life connected with the concept of resurrection to life seems
to indicate the Millennial Kingdom is in view, just as Jesus discussed the
Kingdom of God in the immediate context (Mark 10:23-31), with an emphasis
upon receiving an inheritance both now and in the age to come, age life
(Mark 10:30). Therefore, eternal life does not fit the context very well here,
but the concept of life in the coming age and resurrection to life fits very well
(John 5:29).

13.3 Ruler. Mark wrote: ‘A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good
Teacher, what shall | do to inherit age life?” ("Kai émnpwtnoév TI¢ autov
apxwv Aéywv- didaokaAe ayabé, Ti Toioag wnv aiwviov kKAnpovounow")
(Luke 18:18). This passage appears parallel to Mark 10:17. See the remarks
above about Mark 10:17.

13.4 Do To Inherit. Luke wrote: ‘And behold a certain lawyer stood up
and tempted Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit age life?” ("Kai
iDOU VOUIKOG TIC AvéaTn EKTTEIPAlWY auTOV Aéywv- OIOACKAAE, Ti TTOINOAG
Cwnv aiwviov kKAnpovounow") (Luke 10:25). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the term "life" ("Cwrv"). Just as the ruler questioned Jesus about
inheriting age life, so also a lawyer. When the lawyer said he had kept the
commandments and questioned who was his neighbor, Jesus told the lawyer
the story of the Good Samaritan. In light of the other passages described
above about inheriting age life in the kingdom of God, translating the phrase
here as eternal life does not seem as accurate as age life, referring to the
Millennial Kingdom in the next age.

13.5 | Give. John wrote: “and | give age life to them, and they will
never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand” ("kayw didwp
auToig CwNV aiwviov Kai oU P aréAwvTal €ig TOV aitva Kai ouy apTraael TIG
auTa €Kk TAC XeIpdg upou") (John 10:28). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
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modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv"). Jesus said that He gives age life to His
sheep and they will not be destroyed. Because of the verses above dealing
with age life, it seems that Jesus promised here that He would shepherd His
flock through the present age and then they would be safe in the Millennial
Kingdom, because they have age life and both Jesus and His Father protect
them so that they reach the Millennial Kingdom. Compare the use of
"aptracel” here with the devil plucking the gospel out of the people who only
hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ (see The Kingdom of Heaven Suffers
Violence, but do not understand it or believe it (Luke 16:16)) and with Jesus
coming to pluck believers out of the world (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

13.6 | Know. John wrote: “I know that His command is age life” ("kai
oioa 6T 1) &vToAR auTol Jwh aividg éomiv') (John 12:50). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviog") modifies the term "life" ("Cwn"). In some cases, the phrase
eternal life makes a nice sounding translation of "age life". In this context,
however, Jesus has been speaking of the last day and being judged by the
words Jesus spoke. Therefore, in the context of judgment and the last day,
the context favors the translation "age life," meaning life in the Millennial
Kingdom, when people will be judged about entering the Millennial Kingdom.

13.7 Authority. John wrote: “You gave Him authority over all flesh, that
to all whom You have given Him, He may give to them age life” ("kaBwg
EOWKOG auT® £€ouaiav TTaoNG oapkog, iva Tav 0 0EdwKaAG auT® dwon
auToig Cwnyv aiwviov") (John 17:2). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies
the term "life" ("Cwnv"). Jesus said the Father gave Him authority over all
flesh, and so to all the ones given to Him by the Father, He may give them
age life. In this context, age life refers to the future time when they will be
with Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom, although this passage emphasizes
Jesus' work on earth concluding, but praying that the Father will continue to
keep them from the evil one, while they remain in the world, but not of the
world. Jesus did emphasize that He has the authority to give them age life,
which apparently remained future, as signified by the verb "He may give"
("dwaon"--aorist active subjunctive) in contrast to the action of the Father who
gave ("€dwkag"--aorist active indicative) them to the Son and the action of
the Father having given them to the Son ("0¢€dwkag"--perfect active
indicative). Although the subjunctive mood is not dispositive here, it suggests
a potential event, in contrast to the completed acts described with the aorist
active and perfect active verbs.
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13.8 Age Life Defined. John wrote: “This is the age life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom you have sent.” ("aUtn
O€ €oTiv 1) aiwviog (wN) iva YIVWOKWOIV ¢ TOV JOvov aAnBivov Bedv kai ov
atréoTelhag Incolv Xpiotév") (John 17:3). The adjective "age" ("aiwviog")
modifies the term "life" ("Cwn"). Jesus spoke about the age being life,
apparently referring to the present age. The Greek construction here places
the article before the adjective (age) followed by the noun (life). This
construction differs from the usual construction "age life" because it has the
article. In this case, however, Jesus is not contradicting the usual phrase
"age life," but emphasizing what life in any age consists of, namely to know
God the Father, the only true God and Jesus Christ, Whom the Father sent.

13.9 Unworthy. Luke wrote: “Since you judge yourselves unworthy of
the age life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles” ("émeidn amTwOeioOE
aUTOV Kai oUK a&ioug KpiveTe €auToUg TG aiwviou (wig, idoU aTpe@ouEDda €ig
10 £€BvN") (Acts 13:46). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the term "life"
("Cwiic"). Paul spoke to Jews in Pisidian Antioch who rejected the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and so Paul turned to the Gentiles who were eager to hear
about Jesus. In that context, we see a similar construction to John 17:3. Paul
described "the life of age" ("Tfii¢ aiwviou (wAc"--genitive article followed by
genitive adjective followed by genitive noun) so that the adjective describes
"the age of life." Therefore, this construction supports the view that age life
frequently references life in the Millennial Kingdom.

13.10 Appointed. Luke wrote: “When the Gentiles heard this,
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been
appointed to age life believed.” ("AkoUovTa 6¢ Ta £€Bvn Exaipov Kai €d6¢alov
1OV Adyov 1ol Kupiou Kkai émmioTeucav 600l Aoav TETAYHEVO! €iC CWRV
aiwviov-") (Acts 13:48). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("Cwnv"). Based upon other usage, the best translation may be life in
the Millennial Kingdom.

13.11 Perseverance. Paul wrote: “to those who by perseverance in
doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, age life” ("1oi¢ pev kad’
UTTodoVvAV €pyou ayaBol O6&av kai TiuAv Kai aeBapaiav {nTolaoiv {wnv
aiwviov,") (Romans 2:7). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("Cwnv"). With the link to honor and immortality, age life seems
appropriate here, in light of other usage. In the context of Romans 2 about
judgment and the statement that God will render to each person according
to their deeds and the outcomes of either age life or wrath and indignation,
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the meaning of age life when connected with the Millennial Kingdom, and the
time of judgment is in view.

13.12 Qutcome. Paul wrote: “But now having been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the
outcome, age life” ("vuvi 8¢ EAeuBepwBEVTEG ATTO TG GuaPTIag SOUAWBEVTES
O& T BeW EXETE TOV KAPTTOV UPMV €ig aylaouov, TO 8¢ TEAOG Cwnv aiwviov")
(Romans 6:22). In this context, Paul contrasted the outcome of death with
the outcome of age life. This age life seems to be the product of
sanctification, which seems inconsistent with present eternal life. The
translation makes more sense to me to describe final outcomes of death and
age life, referring to life in the Millennial Reign of Christ.

13.13 Free Gift of God. Paul wrote: “For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of the God is age life in Christ Jesus our Lord” ("1a yap opwvia
TAG apapTiag Bavarog, 10 6¢ Xapiopa 100 60l wr) aiwviog £v Xp1oT® Incol
T Kupiw AUOV") (Romans 6:23). The adjective "age" ("aiwviog") modifies
the term "life" ("Cwn"). In this context of the free qift of the Lord Jesus Christ,
eternal life was certainly promised as a free gift to all believers, but here the
idea of age life also fits the context of the contrasting outcomes of death and
age life.

13.14 Reap. Paul wrote: “For the one who sows to his own flesh will
reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
age life.” ("OTI 6 omeipwv €ic TAV odpka €autol €K TAC OapKOG Bepioel
@Bopav, 0 Ot omeipwv €i¢ 10 Tvedua ¢k 10U TrveUuartog Bepioel (whv
aiwviov") (Galatians 6:8). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the term
"life" ("Cwnv"). In this context of sowing and reaping, the one who sows to
the Spirit will reap age life. The phrase we will reap in one's own time ("kaip®
yap idiw Bepicopev"), if we we do not grow weary, could refer to eternal life.
The life described is in the future, but may come in one's lifetime. But true
age life comes in the Millennial Kingdom for all the weary who come to Jesus
and find rest for their souls.

13.15 Take Hold. Paul wrote: “Fight the good fight of faith, take hold
of age life to which you were called, and you made confession in the
presence of many witnesses.” ("aywvifou TOV KaAOv ayva TAC TTOTEWG,
¢mAaBold TAC aiwviou Cwig, €ic v €KANBNG Kai WHOAOYNCAG TAV KAARV
OdoAoyiav évwTriov TTOAM®@V paptUpwv") (1 Timothy 6:12). The adjective
("aiwviou") modifies the term "life" ("Cwifg"). In this case, eternal life makes
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sense because of the reference to taking hold of that life right away. Yet, just
as one may take hold of eternal life now, so also one may take hold of age
life, referring to the kind of life one will live in the Millennial Kingdom.

13.16 Justified. Paul wrote: “So that being justified by His grace we
would be made heirs according to the hope of age life” ("va dikaiwBévTeg TR
Ekeivou xapITi KAnpovouol yevnBwuev kat eAida (whc aiwviou") (Titus
3:7). The adjective ("aiwviou") modifies the term "life" ("Cwig"). In this verse
the future lies in view, with saints made heirs according to the hope of age
life. Here the age life remains the object of hope and unseen (see Romans
8:24) and fits well with age life referring to the future Millennial Reign.

13.17 Manifested To Us. John wrote: “We have seen and proclaim to
you the age life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us” ("kai
EWPAKaUEV Kai papTupolpev Kai atrayyEAAopeV UMV TAV Cwhyv TAV aiwviov
AT Av TTPOC TOV TTaTéPa Kai Epavepwdn AUiv") (1 John 1:2). The adjective
("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwnv") and stands in the attributive
position. In this context, the phrase means that the apostles saw Jesus
firsthand, and the age life was with the Father and was manifested to them
(see John 17:3). In this case, eternal life fits the context, but so does a
foretaste of the Millennial Reign of Christ with His presence among the
saints.

13.18 The Promise. John wrote: “This is the promise which He
Himself made to us: the age life.” ("kai aUtn €oTiv | £TayyeAia Qv auTog
grnyyeidato Auiv, TV Cwnv 1AV aiwviov") (1 John 2:25). The adjective
("aiwviov") modifies the term "life" ("Cwryv ") and stands in the attributive
position. Jesus promised eternal life, and that promise sounds future. If so,
then it supports the translation age life, with a view towards life in the age of
the Millennial Kingdom. The context in 1 John 2:28 specifically references
the Millennial Kingdom with the phrase “when He appears”. Otherwise, the
translation eternal life has merit.

13.19 Testimony. John wrote: “This is the testimony, that God has
given to us, age life, and this life is in His Son.” ("aUTtn £€oTiv | yapTupia, OTI
(wnVv aiwviov EdwWKeV NUIV 0 BedC, kai altn 1 (wn &v TG Uiw auTtod €éomiv") (1
John 5:11). Here without the article, the adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies
the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). The age life here has two characteristics. First, God
has given age life to us, and it does not seem to be a future gift here, but a
present gift. Second, the age life is in His Son. Eternal life may be a good
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translation here because to have the Son is to have life, because that life is
in the Son. In the alternative, because the age life is a present gift, and only
the life is in Jesus (notice the word "age" was dropped), it could refer to the
promise of age life realized in Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom. 1 John 5:12
provides further proof that if you have Jesus, you have life. Likewise, 1 John
5:13 shows that John wrote that we might know we have age life, to those
who believe in the name of the Son of God. Therefore, taking the verses
together, this passage supports the translation eternal life.

13.20 In the Truth. John wrote: “We are in the truth, in the Son of Him
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and age life” (€ouév €v T aAnBIVQ, &V TR
UiG auTol Incod XpIoT®. oUTéC 0TIV & GANBIVOS BedC Kai {wh aiwviog.") (1
John 5:20). The adjective "age" ("aiwvioc") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwn").
In this context, Jesus Christ is the the true God and age life. As above,
eternal life may be a good translation here, because age life is in Jesus
Christ, and we have Him now. Age life in many other passages seems to
speak of a future age, the Millennial Kingdom.
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Section Fourteen

Has Age Life

14.1 Someone. Matthew wrote: “And someone came to Him and said,
“Teacher, what good thing shall | do that | may obtain age life?” ("Kai idou
£ic TTPooeABRIV aUTR €Tev: BIBACKAAE, Ti AyaBdv TroIow va ox® {whv
aiwviov;") (Matthew 19:16). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the
noun "life" ("Cwnv"). In this context, someone asked Jesus about the works
necessary to obtain age life. Because the Bible recorded the very words of
Jesus (John 14:26--see the Theology of Bible Translations), we know people

were seeking "age life" ("Cwnv aiwviov"). Of course, not to beg the question,
what did that term age life mean? Did it mean here eternal life, or life in the
age to come? In Matthew 19:23 and following, Jesus talked about rich people
entering the kingdom of heaven, which includes the Millennial Kingdom.
People are not good, and only God is good. Therefore, it is impossible for
people to work their way into heaven. With God, however, all things are
possible. Therefore, we know that people were seeking age life, and Jesus
discussed age life in the context of the kingdom of heaven. The term "obtain"
("oxw"--aorist subjunctive) means may have. Jesus also spoke about the
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sons of this age in contrast to those of this coming age and the resurrection
of the dead. Therefore, people thought about what they had to do during their
present life to be considered worthy to have life in the age to come, and be
resurrected to live in that age in the Kingdom of God (Luke 20:35; Mathew
22:8).

14.2 Believes. John wrote: “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever
believes will in Him have age life.” ("Kai kaBw¢ Mwiofic Uywaev 1oV OQIv €v
A £€pAMW, oUTWG UYWwORval Oel TOV uidv ToU avBpwTTou, iva TTAg O ToTEUWV
£V auT® £xn Cwnv aiwviov") (John 3:14-15). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). In this context, Jesus was speaking about
earthly and heavenly things, including the judgment. While "eternal life" may
be a fine translation here, the other uses of "age" ("aiwviov") suggest that
Jesus may have been focusing upon believers who may have ("&€xn"--present
active subjunctive) age life now, in the present age and the coming age by
implication.

14.3 Not Perish. John wrote: “For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish,
but have age life.” ("ioUTwg yap Nyatmnoev 6 B£0¢ TOV KOOUOV, WATE TOV UidV
TOV Povoyevi £DwKeY, iva TTAG O MOTEUWV €ig aUTOV W ATTOANTAl GAN £XN
Cwnv aiwviov") (John 3:16). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the
noun "life" ("Cwnv"). The verb "have" occurs in the subjunctive mood, active
voice, present tense. In this context, Jesus spoke about deliverance from
judgment and destruction. Notice the phrase "not perish" ("uf amoéAnTar"--
negative plus aorist middle subjunctive--see Afterlife for the use of the term
"destroyed.") In this case, the text concerns faith in Jesus as Savior.
Whoever does not believe in Him has been judged already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only unique Son of God. The judgment is that
the Light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than the
Light, for their deeds were evil. Jesus came to give His life so that believers
may have age life. Because the judgment here has already been rendered,
but the perishing remains future, strong arguments could be made for eternal
life, or in the alternative, age life. Because of the term destruction used so
often in terms of the destruction of souls in the afterlife, and the subjunctive
"may have," and the adjectival use of "age," the text favors age life here, but
either translation fits the context.
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14.4 Believes in the Son. John wrote: “He who believes in the Son
has age life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath
of God abides on him.” ("0 moTelwv €ig¢ TOV IOV Exel wnyv aiwviov: 6 O¢
ATTEIBOV T Ui ouk Owetal (wrv, aAN' 1 opyn 100 B0l pével £ alTov")
(John 3:36). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life"
("Cwnv"). John linked present faith in the Son with having present age life.
Notice, however, that the next phrase "shall not see life" looks to the future
and the disobedient will not see life. Therefore, we have strong evidence that
the phrase "age life" refers to a future age of life, the Millennial Kingdom. The
life they will see in the future is life with King Jesus in His kingdom come to
earth.

14.5 Does Not Come into Judgment. John wrote: “Truly, truly, | say
to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal
life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”
("AuAv aunv Aéyw UPiv OTI 0 TOV AGyov pou akoUwv Kai ToTelwv 1M
TTEPWavTi he Exel (wnv aiwviov Kai €ig kpialv oUk £pxetal”) (John 5:24). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). John explained
two resurrections here: the righteous come forth to a resurrection of life, and
the wicked come forth to a resurrection of judgment. In this context of
resurrection, "age life" makes sense because time of resurrection dominates
the passage, and believers come forth to the resurrection of life, which
describes life in the Millennial Reign of Christ on earth. The Clouds
Resurrection of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 shows that the resurrection may
occur seven years before Jesus sets foot on earth, but the resurrected saints
return with Jesus to reign with Him on earth (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation
20:6).

14.6 Search the Scriptures. Jesus said: “You search the Scriptures
because you think that in them you have age life; it is these that testify about
Me” ("épauvarTe TaG ypagdg, OTI UUEIC DOKEITE £v aUTAiG WAV aiwviov EXEIV:
Kai ékeivai giov ai papTupoloal Trepi €uod") (John 5:39). The adjective "age"
("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). In this context, Jesus explained
that Moses will accuse them before God the Father (John 5:45-47).
Therefore, while the Jews search the Law of Moses, thinking they have life
by obedience to that Law, in fact, Moses will accuse them of unbelief in the
Son of God standing right before them. The translation "age life" fits well with
the context of future trial with withesses and judgment to follow. Those things
will take place in the future (probably the Great White Throne Judgment).
Even so, Jesus reveals to unbelievers trusting in the Law of Moses that they
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are unwilling to come to the Son of God so that they may have life. If they
would believe now, they would have life now and avoid future judgement.
Instead of being resurrected to judgment, they will not come into judgment
because of faith in Jesus, and so would go to a resurrection of life. Based
upon the context of judgment, age life seems the best translation, but eternal
life cannot be ruled out here.

14.7 Believes in Him. John wrote: “For this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him has age life, and |
Myself will raise him up on the last day.” ("To01o yép £oTiv 10 BéAnua 100
TTaTPOG You, iva TTa¢ O Bewpv TOV IOV Kai ToTelwV €i¢ auTov £xn Cwhv
aiwviov, Kai GvacTAow auTov &yw [€v] TH €oxartn nuépa"). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwniv"). Jesus said that everyone
who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have age life and | Myself will
raise him up on the last day (John 6:40). Several parts of this verse provide
insight into John's use of "age life." First, John described "age life" as a
present reality, "have" ("&€xn’--present active subjunctive--tied to the will of
God the Father). Second, John linked that present reality with two present
active participles, beholding and believing. The force of the construction is
that believers have age life now. Third, John joined that present reality with
the benefit of being raised up on the last day by Jesus Himself (the
resurrection to life in the Millennial Kingdom). Therefore, the translation of
age life fits the context well.

14.8 He Who Believes. Jesus promised: “Truly, truly | say to you, he
who believes has age life.” ("Aunv aunv Aéyw Upiv, 6 moTelwy Exel (whv
aiwviov") (John 6:47). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life"
("Cwnv"). Jesus explained that he who believes ("fmoTetwv"--present active
participle) has ("€éxel"--present active indicative) age life. Because of the
context connecting age life to being resurrected on the last day, the
translation of "age life" fits the context well.

14.9 My Flesh and My Blood. John wrote: “He who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has age life and | will raise him up on the last day.” ("6
TPWYWV HOU TAV OAPKA Kai TTivwy Pou TO aiua £xel Jwhv aitvIov, Kayw
avaoTAow auTtov TR €oxatn Nuépa") (John 6:54). The adjective "age"
("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). Jesus directly connected "age
life" with being raised up on the last day. Therefore, because of the
connection between age life and resurrection on the last day, the translation
"age life" fits the context well.
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14.10 Words of Life. John wrote: ‘Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord,
to whom shall we go? You have words of age life.” ("a1rekpitn aut® Zipywv
METPOG: KUpIE, TTPOGC Tiva atTeAeucoueda; priuata (wiig aiwviou £xeic") (John
6:68). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwig"). In this
verse, Peter said that "You have" ("€xeig") the words of "age life." Because
of the context here about resurrection on the last day, the translation "age
life" fits well here.

14.11 In_ Him Abiding. John wrote: “You know that no murderer has
age life in him abiding” ("oidate o1 TAC AVOPWTTOKTOVOG OUK Exel CwhVv
aiwviov &v alt®w pévouoav") (1 John 3:15). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). John explained that no murderer has ("Exel
"--present active indicative) age life in him abiding ("pévouoav"--present
active participle). This verse shows that believers have age life now, but
unbelievers do not have age life now. The verb and participle are present
tense, conveying the present lack of age life. The context here supports the
translation "eternal life," but other uses of the same phrase by the same
writer cannot rule out "age life."

14.12 You May Know. John wrote: “These things | have written to you,
that you may know that life you have age life, to those who believe in the
name of the Son of God.” ("Tadta &ypawa Uiv, iva €idfjte OTI {WhV EXETE
aiwviov, TOiG TMOTEUOUTIV €i¢ TO Ovoua Tod uiol ToU B€0l"). (1 John 5:13).
The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). This
construction describes the kind of life, with the adjective "age" ("aiwviov").
The verb "you have" (“Exete”--present active indicative) separates the
accusative noun "life" from the accusative adjective "age." Taking the context
and other matters into consideration, the translation of "eternal life" fits here,
but the translation "age life" also fits well by emphasizing the life believers
have in the Millennial Age. John emphasized the present knowledge of age
life.




Section Fifteen

Temporary Things Seen and Age Things Not Seen

15.1 Look Not. Paul wrote: “while we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are age” ("urn okommoUvTwyv ULV
Ta BAETTOMEVA GAAG TG P BAETTOPEVA: TA YapP PAeTTOMEVA TTPOCKAIPA, TO OE
bR BAemméueva aiwvia") (2 Corinthians 4:18). Paul contrasted "temporal"
("mmpbéokaipa”) things with "age" ("aiwvia") things. The term "temporal"
("rpdokaipa”) only occurs here in the New Testament. The prepositional
term "mrpookaipa” makes a difference here. In this context, the preposition
"pros" ("1rpoo") is joined with the term "kaira" ("kaipa") to form "rpoéokaipa.”
The preposition "pros" means to the border of something. | like to use the
illustration of a bucket filled with water. If you only move your hand "pros" to
the bucket, you never touched the water inside. If you moved your hand "eis"
to the bucket, your hand got wet, because you went inside the bucket. So,
recall all the phrases above using the "eis" construction about into the age,
or into the ages, or into the ages of the ages. The movement is into the ages,
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and your hand got wet. Now consider the term "mrpookaipa.” Although it is
not always accurate to assume that the preposition always retains its
meaning when joined to a noun, it makes sense here to keep the meaning.
Similar terms occur in three other passages: (a) Matthew wrote: “yet he has
no root in himself, but is temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he falls away” ("ouk £xel 6¢ pifav £v EQUT®
GAAG TTPOOKaIPOG £0TIV, yevouévng O¢ BAIwews N diwypold did 1OV Adyov
guBuc okavdaAiCetal") (Matthew 13:21); (b) Mark wrote: "they have no root
in themselves, but are temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately they fall away” ("kai oUk £xouaiv pifav €v
£auToiC AAAG TTPOOKaIPOi giolv, eiTa yevouévng BAIwewe 1 Siwyuold Sid TOv
Aéyov €uBUg okavdaAifovtal") (Mark 4:17); and (c) in Hebrews 11:25, we
read: “choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to
enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin” ("u@AAov EAOUEVOG CUYKOKOUXEIOBaI
T Aa® 100 B€00 N TTpdOoKaIpoV EXEIV auapTiag amméAauaiv'). In those three
passages, we see "pros" joined to the the word for "time" ("kaipdg"). Jesus
helped us understand the concept of "kairos." Jesus said that "My time is not
yet here, but your time is always ready" ("6 kaipdg 0 €udG oUTIW TTAPETTIV, O
O¢ KaIPOG O UPETEPOG TTAVTOTE £0TIV ETOINOC") (John 7:6--see Matthew 22:8
and Luke 22:33 for the term "ready."). Therefore, the term "kairos" describes
a time of decision and opportunity, which stands in contrast to another term
"chronos" ("xpovog") used to describe the normal passage of time (Luke
8:27; John 14:9; Acts 1:21).

A good illustration of "chronos" time is found in Mark 9:21: “How long
has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood" ("kai
ETTNPWTNOEV TOV TTATEPA AUTOT- TTOOOG XPOVOGS £0TIV WG TOUTO Yéyovev auTw;
6 8¢ eimrev- ék TTaud160ev") (Mark 9:21). The time at issue has been since
childhood. So, the main point here is that when Paul chose the word "to the
time of opportunity" ("mmpdokaipa”), we understand that he was not talking
about normal time, but special spiritual time. Therefore, the translation of
things seen are "to time of opportunity things" and stand in contrast with
unseen "age" things. The opportunity to choose eternal life exists on earth,
during one's lifetime on earth. Therefore we know that temporary time used
in Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17 and Hebrews 11:25 not only means earthly
time, but a special earthly time to decide before it is too late. So the term
"temporary" in those verses means more than just a limited time period, but
a time period with an opportunity to make an important decision regarding
eternal life. Likewise in Hebrews 11:25, the "temporary pleasures of sin"
come at the expense to the time to live for Jesus doing His will and enjoying

65



The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

eternal life in Him. With all that background, Paul meant that the things we
see are not going to last to the age, but they are important times to make
decisions while we live on earth. In contrast, we do not see the age things,
but they concern a time apart from the things we see on earth during our
normal lives. The contrast is between qualities (earthly and age) to time and
quantities (lifetime on earth and marked periods of spiritual time) of time in 2
Corinthians 4:18.
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Section Sixteen

Age as a Specific Period of Time

16.1 Specific Time. The New Testament writers also mentioned

specific periods of time related to the term "age."

16.2 House of Jacob. Luke wrote: “He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob to the age, and His
kingdom will have no end.” ("oUto¢ éoTal péyac Kai uidg UyioTou KANBroETal
Kai dwaoel auT® KUplog 6 Bedg TOV Bpdvov Aauid Tol TTatpdg auTtod, Kai
BaaoiAeUoel 1mi TOV oikov lakwp €i¢ Touc aitvac kai TAS BaoiAciag auTold oUk
gotal T€Aog") (Luke 1:32-33). These verses provide help in understanding
how the term "age" differs from "eternity." Here, Jesus will reign over the
house of Jacob to the age ("ci¢ ToU¢ aitvacg") and His kingdom is not "telos"
("oUk £oTal TEAOG"). If the phrase "to the age" simply meant eternity, then
adding “it shall have no end” seems unnecessary. But, because Jesus will
reign over the house of Jacob to the age, then adding His reign will have no
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end makes perfect sense. Therefore, the phrase "to the age" describes the
Millennial Reign and it will have no end in the sense that His reign continues,
even after the earth is destroyed later.

16.3 Age of Prophets. Luke wrote: “God spoke through the mouth of
the saints, from age of His prophets” ( "kaBwg éAGAncev di& oTONATOG TV
ayiwv atr’ aivog Tpo@nTyv autol") (Luke 1:70). This verse references an
age of prophets through whose mouths God spoke.

16.4 The Ages To Come. Paul wrote: “so that in the ages to come He
might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.” ("iva &voeifnTal €v TOIC QiOIV TOIG ETTEPXOMEVOIC TO UTTEPPAAAOV
TA0UTOG TAC XAGpITOoG autol €v XpnoTétnm £ QUGG &v XpioT® ‘Incod")
(Ephesians 2:7). This verse shows that after the present age, more ages
come. In at least some of those future ages, God will show the surpassing
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. In a sense,
believers will be trophies in the coming ages to the riches of the grace of
God.

16.5 The Age of This World. Paul wrote: “in which you formerly
walked according to the age of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience”
("&v aic TTOTE TTEPIETTATAOATE KATA TOV aiiva ToU KOOPOU TOUTOU, KATd TOV
apxovta TAC £€ouaiag ToU aépog, ToU TTvelpaTog ToU VOV EvepyolvTog €V TOIG
uioig TAg ameiBeiag") (Ephesians 2:2). Paul clearly distinguished "the age"
from "the world" in this verse. Some translators translate "age" ("aitGva") as
"world" in some places in the New Testament, but as this article shows, "age"
should not be translated as "world," particularly because they are carefully
distinguished in verses like Ephesians 2:2. Here, the age of this world refers
to the age in which Paul lived, and that age continues today. We also know
that the devil is the prince of the power of the air, and his spirit works in the
sons of disobedience.

16.6 The Last Days. Hebrews provides: “in these last days has
spoken to us in His Son, Whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom
also He made the ages.” ("¢’ éoxaTou TV APEPWV TOUTWV EAGANCEV MUV
év Ui®, Ov £Bnkev kAnpovopov TAvTwy, O oU Kai £TToinoev TOUC
ai®vag") (Hebrews 1:2). God the Father made the ages through the Son of
God. Some translators translate "age" as "world." Such translations seem
inconsistent with other uses in Hebrews. In Hebrews 1.6, some translators
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again chose the phrase "into the world" to translate the Greek phrase "tig
TRV oikoupévny." The term "oikoupévnv" means in Hebrews 2:5 the inhabited
world. In Hebrews 4:3 and 9:26. we read about the foundation of the world
("ammd kataBoAfjc kéouou"). Therefore, the clumsy translations rendering
three different Greek words with the same English word "world" seem less
than ideal. Furthermore in Hebrews 10:5, we read about "when He comes
into the world" ("eioepxduevog €i¢ TOv K6ouov"), again showing that the
movement of the Son of God was "into the world" ("€i¢ TOv k6auov) (compare
phrase "into the age" in Section Two above). Likewise, in Hebrews 11:3 “by
faith we understand that the ages were made ready by the word of God”
("MioTel vooUuev kKatnpTioBal Toug aivag prpat 6€00"). In Hebrews 11:7,
Noah “condemned the world” ("katékpivev 1OV kO6auov"). In Hebrews 11:38,
we read: “whom the world was not worthy” ("wv oUk Qv G€i0¢ 6 Kéouog").
Therefore, the writer of Hebrews was very familiar with the terms "k6opov,"
"oikoupévnv," and "ai®vag" and used them to convey distinct concepts. So,
in Hebrews 1:2, God emphasized His creation of the ages, which are more
than just the earth, and the phrase “Touc¢ aitvacg" is plural, making it even
more obvious that "world" is a poor translation.

16.7 Made Ready. “By faith we understand that the ages were made
ready by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things
which are visible.” ("MioTel vooluev katnpTioBal ToUg ai®vag pruaT €0,
g€ic TO YN ék Qaivopévwy 10 BAeTTopevov yeyovéval") (Hebrews 11:3) As
above, the translation of "toug ai®vag" as "the worlds" does not reflect the
difference in the terms used in Hebrews. In this verse, God made ready the
ages by His word, so that we know those ages were not made out of things
which are visible, but out of things which are not visible. Indeed, the rulers of
the age are not visible to human eyes, and neither are the powers of those
ages or the rulers of those ages. God made all things related to those ages
ready for His plans and purposes. Some of those ages were very evil.
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Age Salvation
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17.1 Age Salvation. Hebrews provides: “And having been made
perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of age salvation”
("kai TeAElwOEIC €yéveTo TIACIV TOIC UTTOKOUOUGIV aUT®) aiTIOG OwTnpiag
aiwviou") (Hebrews 5:9). Because every other use in Hebrews of the
adjective ("aiwviou"--genitive case) means age, so also here “aiwviou” refers
to "age" and should not be translated as eternity. In Hebrews 6:2, we read:
“of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection
of the dead and age judgment” ("BamTiop@V O10aXAG ETTIOECEWGS TE XEIPOIV,
AvaoTAoEWG Te VeEKPWV Kai KpipgaTtog aiwviou"). The verse speaks of
resurrection of the dead and age judgment, referring to the age when
judgment occurs. In Hebrews 9:14, we read: “how much more will the blood
of Christ, Who through the age Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” ("rtoow
paAAov 1O aipa Tol Xp1oTod, 8¢ dI& TTVEUHATOC QiWVIoU £€AUTOV TTIPOCTVEYKEV

70




The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

Auwpov T Be®, KaBapIET THV ouveidNCIV NPV ATIO VEKPWV EPYWV EiG TO
Aatpevelv Be@ CvTi"). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun
"Spirit" ("mrvelpaTog"). This usage of the term "aiwviou" here presents the
strongest case for the translation "eternal," because the term applies to the
Holy Spirit. Even so, the phrase "of age Spirit" may refer to the Holy Spirit's
ministry in that age, at that time in the life of Jesus, helping Him offer Himself
as a perfect, once for all, sacrifice for sin. In Hebrews 9:15, we read: “For
this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has
taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the age
inheritance” ("Kai d1& To0T0 8106MKNG KAIVAG PETITNG £0Tiv, OTTWG BavaTou
YEVOUEVOU €i¢ ATTOAUTPWOIV TV £TTi TH TTPpWTN d1aBAKN TTapaBaccwv TAV
emrayyeAiav AaBwaolv oi kekAnuévol TAg aiwviou kKAnpovopiag"). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviou") appearing in the attributive position, modifies the noun
(inheritance) ("kAnpovopiag"). The meaning seems to be a reference to the
inheritance received in the age. See the discussion of inheritance above. In
Hebrews 13:20, we read: “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the
dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of age covenant,
Jesus our Lord” (O 6¢ Bed¢ TAC €iprivng, 0 avayaywyv €K VEKPWV TOV TTOIUEVA
TOV TTpoRatwyv TOV péyav €v aiyatt dlaBnkng aiwviou, TOV KUPIOV MUV
'Incodv"). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun "covenant"
("01a6AKNc"). The blood sacrifice related directly to the age covenant. God is
not saying just any age or any covenant will do, but rather under this age
covenant He brought up Jesus from the dead. Therefore, the predominant
usage of "age" refers to an adjective modifying a noun related to a particular
age, not eternity. So, the age salvation at issue in Hebrews 5:9 follows that
same general pattern describing a particular age, not eternity, although the
evidence is not conclusive.

71



Section Eighteen

Age Covenant

18.1 Age Covenant. Hebrews provides: “Now the God of peace, who

brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood
of age covenant, Jesus our Lord” ("O &¢ 8ed¢ TAG €ipAvng, 0 dvayaywv €K
VEKPQV TOV TTOIPEVA TV TTPORATWY TOV PEyav €v dipaTi dIaBAkng aiwviou,
TOV KUpIov NUAV Incodv"). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun
"covenant" ("010081kn¢") (Hebrews 13:20). The blood sacrifice related directly
to the age covenant. God is not saying just any age or any covenant will do,
but rather under this age covenant He brought up Jesus from the dead.
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Section Nineteen

Age Sin

19.1 Age Sin. Mark wrote: “but whoever blasphemes against the Holy
Spirit not has forgiveness to the age, but is guilty of an age sin” ("0¢ & av
BAaopnunon €ic 10 Trvedpa 1O Ayiov, oUK EXEl APETIV €i¢ TOV aidva, AAN
Evoxoc €oTiv aiwviou apapthpatog”) (Mark 3:29). The adjective "age"
("aiwviou") modifies the noun "sin" ("aGuaptAuartog"). The phrase "not has
forgiveness to the age" ("ouk &xel ageaiv €ig Tov aiva") follows the same
pattern described above in Section Two regarding "to the age" ("cig TOV
ai®va"). That phrase has a particular age in mind, and the sin will carry into
that age. The Millennial Kingdom will include judgment. Nothing about that
phrase suggests that forgiveness will ever come to the blasphemer of the
Holy Spirit. Regarding age sin, the person who blasphemes the Holy Spirit
is guilty of age sin, meaning that this sin will have special consequences
resulting in judgment for ascribing the works of Jesus to the devil. These
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sinners have seen the work of Jesus up close and personal, and ascribed
those works to the devil.
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Section Twenty

Times Ages
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20.1 To Times Ages. Paul wrote: “Now to Him who is able to establish

you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according
revelation of mystery has been silenced to times ages” ("T® &¢& duvauévw
UMGG oTnpiCal kata TO evayyéAIGV pou kai 1O KApuypa Incol XpioTol, kKata
atToKGAUYIV JuoTnpiou Xpovolg aiwviolg aealynuévou,”) (Romans 16:25).
The adjective "ages" ("aiwviolc") modifies the noun "times" ("xpdévoig"). Paul
meant that to times ages, periods of time over multiple ages, the mystery
(see The New Testament Mysteries) has been silenced, but now revealed
through his preaching. Because God controls the revelation of mysteries
over many ages, but now revealed them, He now will establish believers
according to the Gospel preached by both Paul and Jesus Christ,
demonstrating the harmony of their preaching.
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20.2 Before Ages of Times. Paul wrote: “but according to His own
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus before ages of
times” ("GAAG kaTtd idiav TTPOBeCIV Kai xaplv, TAv dobgicav Nuiv &v XpIoT®
Incol mpd xpoévwv aiwviwv") (2 Timothy 1:9). The adjective "ages"
("aiwviwv") modifies the noun "times" ("xpovwv"). The preposition "rpd" with
the genitive case means before ages times. Therefore, God granted
believers grace, according to His own purpose, before ages of times.
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Section Twenty One

The Age of God
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21.1 Age of God. Paul wrote: “but now is manifested, and by the

Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the age of
God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith”
("pavepwBéviog &€ viv O TE ypa@®Vv TTPOPNTIKOV KaT EmITayAv TOoU
aiwviou Beol €i¢ uTTaKONV TTOTEWG €i¢ TTaGvtTa TG £€0vn yvwpioBévToc")
(Romans 16:26). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun "God"
("Be0U"). In this verse, the idea of translating "age" as eternity seems very
appealing, and may be best. In the alternative, however, the age of God
could refer to the age that God has made, and would fit well with the other
uses of "age" in the New Testament.
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Section Twenty Two

Age Judgment

221 Age Judgment. Hebrews provides: “of instruction about
washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and age
judgment ("Bammioy@v O10axAG EMBECEWS TE XEIPWV, AVAOTACEWS TE
VEKPWV Kai KpigaTtog aiwviou") (Hebrews 6:2). The adjective "age"
("aiwviou") modifies the noun judgment ("kpiyaTtog"). In this case, immature
believers have not come to know the basic doctrines of the faith, including
the concepts of resurrection of the dead and judgment in that age (John
5:29). The context of resurrection and judgment support the translation as
age judgment, but “eternal judgment” cannot be ruled out.
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Section Twenty Three

Age Spirit

23.1 Age Spirit. Hebrews provides: “how much more the blood of
Christ Who through the age Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God”
("Toow pdANov TO aipa Tol XpioTol, 6¢ Bitt TTveUpaToC aiwviou £auTtdv
TIPOCTVEYKEV AUwuov T Be®") (Hebrews 9:14). The adjective "age"
("aiwviou") modifies the noun "Spirit" ("mrvetpaTog”). In this case, it may be
best to translate the phrase as "eternal Spirit." In the alternative, the idea
could be the work of the Holy Spirit in this age concerning the offering of
Christ, which happened only once and for all time in this age. Of course the
Holy Spirit is eternal, but the text emphasized Jesus offering Himself through
the Spirit in this age to sacrifice Himself, with blood and without blemish
(see Why Has God Forsaken Me?), Even so, when applied to God, the term
"aiwviou" should often be translated "eternal."

79


https://christassembly.org/why-have-you-forsaken-me)

Section Twenty Four

Age Inheritance

24.1 Age Inheritance. Hebrews provides: “those who have been called may
receive the promise of the age inheritance” ("Kai d1a To0Tt0 d108rKNng KaIvijg
MEDITNG £aTiv, OTTWG BavATOU YEVOUEVOU €i¢ ATTOAUTPWAIV TV ETTI TH TTPWTN
d1a0nkn TTapaBaocwyv TRV EmmayyeAiav AGBwaolv oi KekAnpévol TAG aiwviou
kAnpovouiag") (Hebrews 9:15). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the
noun “inheritance” ("kAnpovouiag"). Therefore, the promise means that in the
next age, the believer will receive the inheritance. This inheritance comes in
the future age, not right now. Yet, at times in the New Testament, believers
have “age life” right now. Therefore, “eternal life” cannot be ruled out as a
translation, but the context of inheritance suggests “age life” as the better
translation, because of the emphasis upon that future time.
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Section Twenty Five

The Ends of Ages

25.1 The Ends of the Ages. Paul wrote: “and they were written for our
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come” ("TalTta &8¢ TUTTIK(G
ouvéBaivev Ekeivolg, Eypapn & TTPOG voubeaiav AUV, €i¢ oUg Ta TEAN TV
aiwvwy katAvtnkev") (1 Corinthians 10:11). This verse helps us understand
that some English translations choose the term "world" to translate the term
"ages" ("aiwwvwv") as in Hebrews, discussed in Section Three above. This
verse helps us understand that God through Jesus made the ages, distinct
periods of time with their own evils and administrations.
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Section Twenty Six

The Last Days

26.1 Last Days. Hebrews provides: "in these last days has spoken to
us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He
made the ages" ("¢’ €o0xaTOU TV APEPWV TOUTWY EAGANCEV NIV €V UIW, OV
£0nkev kKAnpovopov TTaviwy, &' ol kai éroinoev Toug aitvac") (Hebrews
1:2). God the Father made the ages through the Son of God. Some
translators translate "age" as "world". Such translations seem inconsistent
with other uses in Hebrews. In Hebrews 1.6, some translators again chose
the phrase "into the world" to translate the Greek phrase "eic TAv
oikoupévnv." The term "oikoupévnv" in Hebrews 2:5 means the inhabited
world. In Hebrews 4:3 and 9:26, we read about the foundation of the world
("amo kaTtaBoAic kéouou"). Therefore, the translations rendering three
different Greek words with the same English word "world" seem less than
ideal. Furthermore in Hebrews 10:5, we read about "when He comes into the
world" ("eiogpxOuevog €ig TOV k6apov"), again showing that the movement of
the Son of God was "into the world" ("€ig TOv k6ouov") (compare phrase "into
the age" in Section Two above). Likewise, in Hebrews 11:3 by faith we
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understand that the ages were made ready by the word of God ("MMioTel
vooUuev katnpTioBal Toug aitvag pAuaT Bgol"). In Hebrews 11:7, Noah
condemned the world ("kaTékpivev TOv kGopov"). In Hebrews 11:38, we read:
“whom the world was not worthy” ("wv oUk Av &&lo¢ & kdopoc"). Therefore,
the writer of Hebrews was very familiar with the terms "kéouov,"
"oikoupévny," and "ai®vac" and used them to convey distinct concepts. So,
in Hebrews 1:2, God emphasized His creation of the ages, which are more
than just the earth, and the phrase "toug aitvac" is plural, making it even
more obvious that singular "world" is a poor translation. This verse helps us
understand that God through Jesus made the ages, distinct periods of time
with their own evils and administrations.



Section Twenty Seven

Age Punishment

27.1 Age Fire. Matthew wrote: “If your hand or your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life crippled
or lame, than to have two hands or two feet and be cast into the age fire" ("Ei
O¢ N xeip oou f 6 ToUG oou okavOaAilel o€, EKKOWov auTov Kai BaAe aTTO
ooU: KaAOv ooi £0TIveioeABETV €ig THV CwV KUAOV 1 XWAOV, i dUo xEipag A
dUo Tédag £xovra BAnBRAval gic 10 TTip 10 aiwviov") (Matthew 18:8). No one
doubts that unbelievers suffer eternal fire, because of Revelation 14:11,
19:3, and 20:10. Even so, in this verse, the adjective "age" ("aiwviov"),
appearing in the attributive position, modifies the noun "fire" ("TOp").
Therefore, in this case, Matthew emphasized that the fire is age fire, meaning
the fire which burns in the next age, and it is not like regular fire on earth,
because age fire burns both souls and bodies (see Afterlife).

27.2 The Age Fire. Matthew wrote: “Then He will also say to those on
His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the age fire which has been
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prepared for the devil and his angels" ("ToTe £pel kai TOIG €€ €UWVUPWY-
TTopeUeaBe atr €uol [oi] kaTnpauévol €ic 1O TP TO AiWVIOV TO NTOINATHEVOV
T dlaBOAwW Kai Toig ayyéAloig auTol") (Matthew 25:41). The adjective "age"
("aiwviov"), appearing in the attributive position, modifies the noun "fire"
("m0p"). Unbelievers are removed from Jesus as He sits on His glorious
throne in the Millennium and they depart at His command into the age fire,
emphasizing that this fire is unlike normal fire on earth, because it burns both
souls and bodies, which was prepared for the devil and his angels, which are
non-corporeal beings. Also please note that the age fire described here
burns in Hades, and the Lake of Fire. The unbelievers in view in Matthew
25:41 are departing to Hades, because the Great White Throne judgment is
more than a thousand years in the future and only then do unbelievers join
the devil and his minions in the Lake of Fire (see Afterlife).

27.3 Age Punishment. Matthew wrote: "These will go away into age
punishment, but the righteous into age life" ("kai &mreAeUoovTtal oUTOI E€iC
KOAaolv aiwviov, oi 6¢ dikaiol €ic Cwnv aiwviov") (Matthew 25:46). The
adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "punishment" ("k6Aaciv"). As
Jesus concluded His Olivet discourse, He described the destiny of the
wicked as going away "into age punishment." Jesus made a specific
reference to the age, because the wicked were being sent to Hades, where
they will suffer as they await final judgment. After more than a thousand
years in Hades, the unbelievers will then appear at the Great White Throne
for final judgment, where they will be sentenced according to their deeds,
and then thrown into the Lake of Fire, where they suffer to the degree
required by their acts (see Afterlife). In contrast, the righteous do not come
into judgment regarding salvation, because, at the moment of salvation, they
passed out of death into life (John 5:24). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov")
modifies the noun "life" ("Cwnv"). Jesus meant that the righteous will join Him
in the Millennial Kingdom and live there during His Millennial reign, which is
a limited period of time, hence the term "age." After the Millennial Reign of
Christ, and after the Final Rebellion of Revelation 20, heaven and earth will
have fled away, and a new heavens and earth will come. The righteous will
inhabit the New Jerusalem in that future age. We know that believers have
eternal life there, because of Revelation 22:5, describing their lives there as
to the ages of the ages, a clear reference to eternity.

27.4 Age Destruction. Paul wrote: "These will pay the penalty of age
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power" ("oiTiveg diknv Tiooualv OAeBpov aiwviov atrd TTPocwTToU Tod KUupiou
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Kai a1rd TAG 06ENG TiA¢ ioxUog auTol") (2 Thessalonians 1:9). The adjective
"age" ("aiwviov") modifies "destruction" ("0AeBpov"). In this context, age
describes the time of destruction in Hades. Of course, the wicked suffer
destruction in the Lake of Fire after Hades is thrown into the Lake of Fire and
after the Great White Throne Judgment (see Afterlife).

27.5 Age Fire. Jude wrote: "just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the
cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross
immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in
undergoing the punishment of age fire" ("'w¢ Zd6dopa kai Féouoppa Kai ai Tepi
auTag TTOAEIC TOV Opolov TpoéTTOV ToUTOIG éKTTopveUTacal kai atreABoloal
OTTioWw 0apPKOG ETEPAG, TTPOKEIVTAI OETYUa TTUPOG aiwviou diknv Utréxouaal™)
(Jude 1:7). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the noun "fire" ("TTupog").
Notice that Sodom and Gomorrah are presently experiencing age fire now.
This age fire burns in both Hades and the Lake of Fire. The wicked first go
to Hades after death on earth, and then after the Millennial Reign of Christ
and the Final Rebellion, they appear at the Great White Throne Judgment
and are sentenced to the Lake of Fire (see Afterlife).
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Section Twenty Eight
Other Uses of Age and Ages

28.1 Reserved to Age. Jude wrote: "wild waves of the sea, casting

up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness
has been reserved to age" ("kUuata aypia BaAdoong émagpifovia TAG
¢autiVv aioxivag, aoTépec TTAaviTal oic 6 {opo¢ Tol OKATOUC €ic aitva
TepnTal") (Jude 1:13). Evil men infiltrated local assemblies and the black
darkness has been reserved for them into age. The phrase "into age" ("eic
ai®ova") describes a period of time and it lacks the definite article. The
immediate destination of these evil men is Hades, and later the Lake of Fire.
In Jude 1:21, believers are commanded to wait anxiously for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ to age life. Notice that the believers are waiting for
"age life," which is something they do not have yet. Yet, the unbelievers will
be going into "age darkness," reserved for them at their death.

28.2 Made the Ages. Hebrews provides: "in these last days has
spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom
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also He made the ages" ("¢’ €oxaTOU TV ANEPV TOUTWYV EAGANCEV NUIV &V
ui®, Bv £Bnkev KAnpovopov TTaviwy, 8 oU Kai €Tmoinoev ToUC aivac")
(Hebrews 1:2). As discussed above, God made each age, and in the present
age God has spoken to us in His Son.

28.3 Worries of the Age. Jesus warned of the worries of the age.

28.3.1 Worries of the Age. Matthew wrote: "And the one on whom
seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and
the worry of the age and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful" ("6 &¢ €ic T AkAVOAC OTTAPEIC, OUTAC £0TIV O TOV AGyOV
akouwv, kKai A yépiuva 100 aivog kai i atréTn To0 TTAOUTOU GUUTIVIYEI TOV
Abéyov Kkai akapTrog yivetar") (Matthew 13:22). Each age has its own worries.
Jesus emphasized in this passage why some seed grows some, but then the
"the worry of the age" (" pépipva 100 ai®voc") and the deceitfulness of
wealth choke the word, rendering it unfruitful. The translation of "age"
("aitovocg") here refers to the age which began with Christ appearing in the
flesh (see Galatians 4:4, God sent forth His Son in “the fullness of time” ("1
TTAApwPa ToU xpodvou"), referring to the present age).

28.3.2 Worries of the Age. Mark wrote: "But the worries of the age,
and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful”. ("kai ai yépiuval To0 aivog Kai
N amarn 100 TTAOUTOU Kai ai TTepi T Aoimta €mBupial eioTropeudueval
oupuTiviyouaiv T0v Adyov kai dkaptrog yiverar") (Mark 4:19). Like Matthew
13:22, Jesus talked about "the worries" ("ai yépipvai”--notice the plural here)
of the age ("100 aitvog"). The age beginning with the incarnation of Jesus
had its particular worries.

28.4 Sons of the Age. Luke wrote: "And his master praised the
unrighteous manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the sons of this
age are more shrewd in relation to their own kind than the sons of light" ("kai
ETTAVETEV O KUPIOG TOV oikovouov TG adikiag 0TI gpovidwg Emoinoev: OTI Oi
vioi To0 aivog ToUTOU PPOVIMWTEPOI UTTEP TOUG UioUG ToU QwTOG €ig TRV
yveveav 1AV €autv €iov") (Luke 16:8). "The sons of this age" ("oi uioi 100
ai®vog ToUTOU") stand in contrast to "the sons of light" ("Toug uioug 100
QewTOC"). Jesus encouraged the sons of light to be shrewd about money, and
put all money to work for the kingdom of God, even the wealth of
unrighteousness. The age of the sons of light includes the present age,
beginning with the incarnation of Jesus.
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28.5 Debater of This Age. Paul wrote: "Where is the wise man?
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world?" ("1To0 co@dg; o0 ypaupaTtelg; ol
oulntnTA¢ 100 aitdvog ToUTOU; OUXI €uwpavev O Bed¢ THV cogiav TOU
koouou") (1 Corinthians 1:20). In Corinth, steeped in Greek culture, the
present age includes the "debater of this age" ("oulntnTng 100 @itvog
TouTou"). The present age, therefore, started with the incarnation of Jesus,
and includes the debaters of this age. God has made foolish the wisdom of
the world, because in the wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom did
not come to know God (1 Corinthians 1:21).

28.6 Not of This Age. Paul wrote: "Yet we do speak wisdom among
those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers
of this age, who are passing away" ("Zogiav 8¢ AaAoUuev £v TOIG TeEAEIOIG,
goiav 6¢ oU ToU aitvog ToUTOU 0UdE TV apXOvTwy Tol aitvog ToUTou TV
katapyoupévwy") (1 Corinthians 2:6). To the mature, Paul spoke wisdom not
of this age (see James 3:15), nor of the rulers of this age. The wisdom of
God differs sharply from the wisdom of this age. Apparently, earthly wisdom
may change with the age, but the wisdom of God does not change, in the
sense that Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians
1:24).

28.7 Rulers of This Age. Paul wrote: "which none of the rulers of this
age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory" ("fjv oudeic TV apxoviwv 100 aivog ToUuTou
EyVwKev: €i yap €yvwoav, ouK av Tov Kupiov TAG 86&ng €éoTaupwaav") (1
Corinthians 2:8). Notice that this age has its own rulers, and powers and
authorities in heavenly places also exercise control over people in the age
(Ephesians 2:2, Ephesians 6:12).

28.8 God of This Age. Paul wrote: "in whose case the god of this age
has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God." ("év oi¢ 6 Bgd¢
100 aivog ToUTou ETUPAWOEV TA VorUaTa TWV ATTIOTWY €i¢ TO PR auyaoal
TOV QWTIONOV TOoO elayyeAiou TAC 06&nNG 100 XploTol, OG £0TIV iKWV TOU
Be00") (2 Corinthians 4:4) The god of this age refers to the devil, because he
"has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, so that they may not see the light
of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God" ("0 6g6g T00
aivog TouTou £TUPAWaeV Ta vorjuata”) (2 Corinthians 4:4--see also (John
12:31, 16:11; Ephesians 2:2, 6:12). Therefore, the present age, which began
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with the incarnation of Jesus, has its own god, the devil, which blinds the
minds of people so that they do not see the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
(2 Corinthians 3:13-4:3--compare Luke 8:12).

28.9 Age Weight. Paul wrote: "For the momentary, the lightness of our
tribulation, according to beyond and into age beyond produces in us a weight
of glory;" ("10 yap TrapauTika EAa@pov THS BAIPewc UV Kad’ UTTEPPBOANV €ig
utrepBoAnv aiwviov Bapog d6&ng katepyadletal NUiv') (2 Corinthians 4:17).
The Greek here may also be translated as "For momentary, light affliction is
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison"
(NASB), but it misses the play on words of "ka8’ UTTepBoARV €ig UTTEPBOANV,"
hence my translation trying to capture that phrase. The point is that the saints
suffer tribulation in the present age, and in the age of the Tribulation to come,
and the suffering of saints in each age produces a weight of glory.

28.10 The Ages Prepared by the Word of God. Hebrews provides:
"By faith we understand that the ages were prepared by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible" ("lMioTel
vooUuev KatnpTioBal Toug aivag prApaT 8o, €ig TO PR €K QAIVOUEVWY TO
BAetropevov yeyovéval') (Hebrews 11:3). Some translations prefer "the
worlds were prepared,” but | prefer "the ages were prepared" because of the
use of other terms in Hebrews related to the world and the ages. In Hebrews
1:6, some translators again chose the phrase "into the world" to translate the
Greek phrase "eic v oikoupévnv." The term "oikoupévnv" means in
Hebrews 2:5 the inhabited world. In Hebrews 4:3 and 9:26, we read about
the foundation of the world ("m0 kaTtaBoAfic kéauou"). Therefore, the
translations rendering three different Greek words with the same English
word "world" seem less than ideal. Furthermore in Hebrews 10:5, we read
about "when He comes into the world" ("cioepxduevog €ic TOv kKdouov"),
again showing that the movement of the Son of God was "into the world"
("eic TOV KO6opoVv") (compare phrase "into the age" in Section Two above).
Likewise, in Hebrews 11:3 by faith we understand that the ages were made
ready by the word of God ("MMioTel vooUpev katnpTioBal ToUg aitvag pAUATI
0e00"). In Hebrews 11:7, Noah condemned the world ("kaTékpivev TOV
k6opov"). In Hebrews 11:38, we read: "whom the world was not worthy" ("Gv
oUk v &&ioc & kdouoc"). Therefore, the writer of Hebrews was very familiar
with the terms "kéopov," "oikoupévny," and "ai®vag" and used them to
convey distinct concepts. Therefore, we know that God made ready all the
ages, each with its own characteristics and inhabitants, revelations, rulers,
earthly forms of wisdom, and evil forces at work. In passing, some people
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find support in this verse for the idea that God created heaven and earth out
of nothing, meaning no pre-existent matter. Actually, the verse affirms that
God made the ages, spiritual periods of time, and it does not concern the
creation of the heaven and earth directly, but the ages, including the age of
creation. Even if the translation is "worlds," the verse still would not support
creation from nothing (creatio ex nihilo), because it only compares the things
seen with the things unseen, whereas the idea of creatio ex nihilo concerns
itself with preexistent things versus non-preexistent things, which are not
addressed in Hebrews 11:3.

28.11 Hidden. Paul wrote: "and to bring to light what is the
administration of the mystery which from the ages has been hidden in God
who created all things" ("kai QwrTioal [Travtag] Ti¢ i oikovopia ToU yuaTnpiou
TO0U QATTOKEKPUUMEVOU ATTO TV aiwvwy &v T Be® T® Ta TavTa KTioavT")
(Ephesians 3:9). Paul explained the Mystery of Christ and how God had
revealed that mystery through the apostles and prophets of the New
Testament. Those mysteries have been hidden in God from the ages (see
The New Testament Mysteries). Therefore, Paul recognized a series of ages
before the present age.

28.12 Purpose of the Ages. "This was in accordance with the purpose
of the ages which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Savior" ("kata TTp68eaIv
TV aiwvwy NV €toinoev &v T XpIoT® Incol T Kupiw AUWV") (Ephesians
3:11). God revealed the Mystery of Christ through the church to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenlies (Ephesians 3:10). Therefore, God
controlled the ages according to His purpose to reveal the Mystery of Christ
in the present age, according to His manifold wisdom.

28.13 Age Glory. Paul wrote: "For this reason | endure all things for
the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain salvation
which is in Christ Jesus of age glory" ("01& ToUT10 TT@VTa UTTOPEVW BIG TOUG
EKAEKTOUG, iva Kai auToi owTnpiag TUXwaolv TG &v XpIoT® Incol petd d6¢ng
aiwviou") (2 Timothy 2:10). The adjective "age" ("aiwviou") modifies the
noun glory ("d6¢ng"). The salvation of Jesus Christ comes with glory in this
age and especially in the glorious age of the Millennial Kingdom.

28.14 Age of Heavens. Paul wrote: "For we know that if the earthly
tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, an age
house not made with hands, in the heavens" ("Oidauev yap 611 €av 1 £TTiyEIOC
AWMV  oikia TO0 OkKAvoug KataAuBif, oikodounv €k Beol Exoupev

01


https://christassembly.org/the-new-testament-mysteries-%e2%94%82-defined-%e2%94%82-explained-%e2%94%82reviewed/
https://christassembly.org/the-new-testament-mysteries-%e2%94%82-defined-%e2%94%82-explained-%e2%94%82reviewed/

The Concept of Ages in the New Testament

oikiavayelpotroinTov aiwviov £v Toi¢ oupavoic") (2 Corinthians 5:1). In my
mind, the adjective "age" (aiwviov--accusative feminine singular) modifies
the nouns "house not made with hands" (oikiav axeipotrointov--accusative
feminine singular) and not "the heavens" (10i¢ oUpavoic--dative plural
masculine). Therefore, Paul was describing the age house not made with
hands, which is in the heavens. That age house could refer to the heavenly
dwelling of John 14:2, which we will inhabit because Jesus prepared it for
the saints and we will be with Him there at death.

28.15 Age Dominion. Paul wrote: "which He will bring about at the
proper time--He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, Whom no man has seen or can see. To Him honor
and age dominion! Amen" ("fiv kaipoig idioig deifel O pakaplog Kai Pévog
6uvdoTng, 0 BaolAeug TV Baol)\eu()wwv Kai Kl’Jplog TV KUPIEUOVTWY, O
Hovog Exwv aBavaaiav, g oiKWV on'rpocmov Ov €idev OUdEIC AVBPWTTWV
oUdE iBeiv duvaral M TIUA Kai kpdTtog aiwviov, auAv") (1 Timothy 6:15-16).
The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun "dominion" ("kp&tocg").
Paul emphasized in his anthem of praise the dominion of Christ over all ages,
and certainly the Millennial Age.

28.16 Age Judgment. Hebrews provides: "of instruction about both
washings and laying on of hands, and resurrection both of dead and age
judgment” ("BamTiop@V OIBOXAC ETTIOECEWG TE XEIPWV, AVOOTACEWS TE
VEKPWV Kai Kpipyatog aiwviou") (Hebrews 6:2). The adjective "age"
("aiwviou") modifies the noun "judgment" ("kpipaToc”). The term "1€" implies
a closer connection here than the term "kai". So the groupings are (1)
washing and laying on of hands; and (2) dead and age judgment. Therefore,
the nouns in each group are more closely related to one another because of
the "1€" joining the items in the group than the nouns are to the other group.
Therefore, the dead and age judgment join closely together. In this verse,
the age judgment in vew concerns the resurrection of the dead who go to
judgment. Believers do not come into judgment of salvation (John 5:24).
Thefore, the judgment at issue concerns the resurrecton of the dead, and
particulary upon the evil dead going to judgment as Jesus sits on His
Millennial Throne and later to final judgment at the Great White Throne
judgment.

28.17 Age Receive Him Back. Paul wrote: "For perhaps he was for
this reason separated from you for an hour, that an age you would have him
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back" ("Taxa yap O T00TO €XWPICON TTPOG Wpeav, iva aiwviov alTov
atréxns”) (Philemon 1:15). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun
"him" ("auTtov"). In this case, the modification of "him" seems difficult to put
into English. If one accepts the translation of "age" ("aiwviov") as "forever,"
then the English flows nicely: "have him back forever." In this context, the
concept of forever may also work with the idea of having Onesimus back as
a brother in Christ forever. In my mind, the problem is that Onesimus would
not be in slavery "forever," but will live as a brother forever. His slavery may
last for an "age," because Paul generally wanted slaves to continue to serve
their masters, if they cannot gain their freedom through lawful means
(Ephesians 6:5-8; 1 Timothy 6:1-2; Colossians 4:1; 1 Corinthians 7:21-24).
Therefore, the best translation will take into account the adjective "age"
modifying the term "him" (both accusative case) in some way that retains the
original meaning without great damage to the text or becoming too stilted in
English. My attempt is "that an age you would have him back."

28.18 Age Gospel. John wrote: "And | saw another angel flying in
midheaven, having an age gospel to preach to those alive on earth, and to
every nation and tribe and tongue and people" ("Kai €idov &AAov dyyeAov
TTETOYEVOV £V JECOUPAVAMATI, EXovTa guayyéAiov aiwviov guayyeAioal £
TOUG KaBnuévoug £1Ti TAG YRS Kai €TTi TV £BvOG Kai QUARV Kai YAOooav Kai
Aadv") (Revelation 14:6). The adjective "age" ("aiwviov") modifies the noun
"gospel" ("evayyéAiov"). The translation of "eternal gospel" sounds nice, but
the term "eternal" should not be an automatic translation of "age." Salvation
from creation forward always involves symbols of God covering sins, with a
view that God promised to send a divine Savior at the proper time to make
final and complete atonement. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, Paul explained that
His Gospel included Christ dying for our sins according to the Scriptures and
that He was raised from the dead, according to the Scriptures. Clearly it is
beyond the scope of this article to explore whether belief in the resurrection
of the Savior was an essential element of Old Testament salvation. Doubt
arises over the twelve disciples having such a hard time with the concept
that Jesus must die and be resurrected, even though the Old Testament
clearly taught the same (Luke 24:25-27; see also Abraham in Hebrews 11:17
and John 8:56). The point is that the "age gospel" will certainly have the
elements of 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, but how will it be presented by the angel
and shared among people all over the world during the Tribulation? The
gospel is always eternal, in the sense it produces eternal salvation by faith,
and faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ (Romans
10:17; Ephesians 2:8-9), and that translation may be best. But, because of
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the delivery by the angel, and the worldwide preaching, God may have
emphasized the "age gospel" for those people on earth at that time.

28.19 Age Comfort. Paul wrote: "Now may our Lord Jesus Christ
Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us age comfort and
good hope by grace," ("AuTdg 6¢ 0 KUpIoG NUWV INcolc XpIoTOS Kai [0] BedG
O TTathp NUWV 6 ayatrhoag AUAG kai oU¢ TTapakANCIv aiwviav kai EATTIOQ
ayabnv &v xapim,") (2 Thessalonians 2:16). The adjective "age"
("aiwviav") modifies the noun "comfort" ("mrapakAnoiv"). Again, the
translation "eternal comfort" fits the text and may be best. Yet, unless
resurrected saints experience affliction, then | find it hard to understand how
they require continuing comfort. The presence of Jesus always provides
strength and encouragement, and Jesus will wipe away every tear, but the
question remains about how much comfort the resurrected saints require?
So, | question in what sense is comfort eternal? The answer to that question
must be related directly to "eternal comfort" or "age comfort." | have no doubt
that in some sense, our salvation by grace alone provides eternal comfort
that we are not in Hades (Luke 16:23-26) or the Lake of Fire, the destinies
all sinners deserve. My concern is that God may be emphasizing a particular
comfort which God pours out upon the people of each age, suffering
particular afflictions in each age. The Tribulation will be the time of most
extreme afflictions ever seen, and no flesh would have survived, except God
cut those days short (Matthew 24:22). Furthermore, the general context of 2
Thessalonians 2 concerns Paul's warning that the Thessalonians not be
shaken by false messages that the day of the Lord had come. Paul corrects
such false teaching by reminding them that the man of lawlessness must
appear first and reign upon the earth, until the Lord slays him with the breath
of His mouth at His coming (2 Thessalonians 2:1-10). Then Paul encouraged
the Thessalonians with the message of strength and standing firm, as they
hold to the traditions they were taught (2 Thessalonians 2:15-16). Paul then
concludes the epistle with the blessing: "Now may our Lord Jesus Christ
Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort
and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good
work and word." The emphasis in that blessing was present action in that
age. Furthermore, the comfort appeared to be tied to their hope. Like there,
in other places Paul linked comfort to hope (Romans 15:4; 2 Corinthians 1:7),
and we no longer hope for what is seen (Romans 8:24). Therefore, the
alternative translation "age comfort" fits the context that describes the saints'
work and words in the present age, as they receive present comfort in this
age, because they still hope for the coming of Jesus.
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28.20 Age Redemption. Hebrews provides: "and not through the
blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy
place once for all, having obtained age redemption" ("o0d¢ &I aipaTog
TPAywv Kai péoxwv did 6¢ 1ol idiou aipatog €iofABev £patTag cic Ta Ayia
aiwviav AUtpwalv eupauevoc") (Hebrews 9:12). The adjective "age"
("aiwviav") modifies the noun "redemption" ("AUtpwaiv"). No doubt the
saints' redemption is eternal and permanent in every way. Yet, is that the
best translation in this context? Yes, it is the best translation here because
through the "eternal Spirit" (Hebrews 9:14) Christ obtained that "eternal
redemption." In this context, the best translation of the term "aiwviav"
matches the use of the same term to describe the offering of Christ through
the "eternal Spirit." See Section Twenty Three above, Age Spirit.
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Conclusion

In this study, | became more convinced that the concept of “age” plays
important roles in many theological revelations. God revealed Himself over
the course of many ages, and He alone determines the scope and activity in
each age. All the ages serve to glorify God. Therefore, because of the uses
of the concept of “age” in the New Testament, translators should be very
careful to avoid the simple translation “eternal” to describe the term “age.” At
times, especially when applied to God, it may be the best translation, but it
should not be accepted blindly. Each context must be examined and then
the translation follows the context. Furthermore, the translation “world” for
age does not seem to fit the context in any New Testament passage as well
as age fits each context. | trust that as you examine the verses for yourself
you will be sanctified in the word, and Jesus said God’s word is truth.

HALLELUJAH'!
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Appendix

Age Verses in the New Testament

For the sake of easy review, | have listed New Testament verses below concerning age
in its various forms.

Matthew 21:19
Mark 3:29
Mark 11:14
Luke 1:55
John 4:14
John 6:51
John 6:58
John 8:35

. John 8:51
10.John 8:52
11.John 10:28
12.John 11:26
13.John 12:34
14.John 13:8
15.John 14:16
16.1 Corinthians 8:13
17.1 Corinthians 9:9
18.Ephesians 2:2
19.2 Timothy 4:10
20.Hebrews 1:8
21.Hebrews 5:6
22.Hebrews 6:20
23.Hebrews 7:17
24 .Hebrews 7:21
25.Hebrews 7:24
26.Hebrews 7:28
27.1 Peter 1:25
28.1 John 2:17
29.2 John 1:2
30.Jude 1:13
31.Luke 1:33
32.Romans 1:25
33.Romans 9:5
34.Romans 11:36
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35.Romans 16:27
36.2 Corinthians 11:31
37.Galatians 1:5
38.Philippians 4:20
39.1 Timothy 1:17
40.2 Timothy 4:18
41.Hebrews 1:2
42.Hebrews 11:3
43.Hebrews 13:8
44 Hebrews 13:21
45.1 Peter 4:11
46.1 Peter 5:11
47.Jude 1:25
48.Revelation 1:6
49.Revelation 1:18
50.Revelation 4:9
51.Revelation 4:10
52.Revelation 5:13
53.Revelation 7:12
54 Revelation 10:6
55.Revelation 11:15
56.Revelation 14:11
57.Revelation 15:7
58.Revelation 19:3
59.Revelation 10:10
60.Revelation 22:5
61.Matthew 12:32
62.Mark 10:30
63.Luke 18:30
64.Romans 12:2
65.1 Corinthians 3:18
66.Ephesians 1:21
67.1 Timothy 6:17
68.Titus 2:12

69.2 Corinthians 4:18
70.2 Thessalonians 2:16
71.Hebrews 9:12
72.Romans 16:25
73.Matthew 18:8
74.Matthew 19:16
75.Matthew 19:29
76.Matthew 25:41
77.Matthew 25:46
78.Mark 10:17
79.Mark 10:30
80.Luke 10:25
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81.Luke 18:18
82.Luke 18:30
83.John 3:15
84.John 3:16
85.John 3:36
86.John 4:14
87.John 4:36
88.John 5:24
89.John 5:39
90.John 6:27
91.John 6:40
92.John 6:47
93.John 6:54
94.John 10:28
95.John 12:25
96.John 17:2
97.Acts 13:48
98.Romans 2:7
99.Romans 5:21
100. Romans 6:22
101. 2 Corinthians 4:17
102. 2 Corinthians 5:1
103. Galatians 6:8
104. 2 Thessalonians 1:9
105. 1Timothy 6:16
106. Philemon 1:15
107. 1 Peter 5:10
108. 2 Peter 1:1
109. 1 John 1:2
110. 1 John 2:25
111. 1 John 3:15
112. 1 John 5:11
113. 1 John 5:13
114. Jude 1:21
115. Revelation 14:6
116. John 12:50
117. John 17:3
118. Romans 6:23
119. 1 John 5:20
120. Mark 3:29
121. Mark 16:8
122. John 6:68
123. Acts 13:46
124. Romans 16:26
125. 1 Timothy 6:12
126. 2 Timothy 2:10
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127. Titus 1:2

128. Titus 3:7

129. Hebrews

130. Hebrews

131. Hebrews 9:14
132. Hebrews 9:15
133. Hebrews 13:20
134. Jude 1:7

135. Luke 16:9

136. 2 Timothy 1:9
137. Titus 1:2

138. Matthew 13:22
139. Matthew 13:39
140. Matthew 13:40
141. Matthew 13:49
142. Mathew 24:3
143. Matthew 28:20
144. Mark 4:19

145. Luke 1:70

146. Luke 16:8

147. Luke 20:34

148. Luke 20:35

149. John 9:32

150. Acts 3:21

151. Acts 15:18

152. 1 Corinthians 1:20
153. 1 Corinthians 2:6
154. 1 Corinthians 2:8
155. 2 Corinthians 4:4
156. Galatians 1:4
157. Ephesians 3:21
158. Hebrews 1:8
159. Hebrews 6:5
160. 2 Peter 3:18
161. Jude 1:25

162. 1 Corinthians 2:7
163. 1 Corinthians 10:11
164. Galatians 1:5
165. Ephesians 3:9
166. Ephesians 3:11
167. Ephesians 3:21
168. Philippians 4:20
169. Colossians 1:26
170. 1 Timothy 1:17
171. 2 Timothy 4:18
172. Hebrews 9:26
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173. Hebrews 13:21
174. 1 Peter 4:11
175. Revelation 1:6
176. Revelation 1:18
177. Revelation 4:9
178. Revelation 4:10
179. Revelation 5:13
180. Revelation 7:12
181. Revelation 10:6
182. Revelation 11:15
183. Revelation 14:11
184. Revelation 15:7
185. Revelation 19:3
186. Revelation 20:10
187. Revelation 22:5
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