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Introduction

Paul wrote a second letter to the Thessalonians. The second letter
concerns the intense persecution and affliction suffered by the
Thessalonians. Paul reminded them that their persecution was a plain
i ndication of Godods c¢omi nfgrthe pedsgcotiem t  u p
of the family of God.

Paul also addressed the return of JesusChrist to earth and living
worthy of the calling of Christ until then. The Thessalonians had been
disturbed by people saying that Jesus Christ had returned and they had
missed it. Paul explained in detail the signs that occur before Jesus returns
to earth. Because tlose signs hadnot yet occurred, the Thessalonians may
rest assured that they had not missed the return of Christ to earth.

Some saints at Thessalonica had given up work and become
busybodies, doing no work at all. The ministry team at Thessalonica,
consisting of Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, had set the example of hard work
so that they could purchase their own bread. They were never a burden to
anyone.

Paul directed the Thessalonians to stay away from people who
disobeyed his instructions in his letters to the Thessalonians. Paul described
a form of church discipline of not associating with the disobedient. Even so,
the saints were not to treat the disobedient as an enemy.

Paul concluded his epistle by adding his distinguishing mark. Paul
wanted the Thessalonians and others to identify his letters as original. He
understood the counterfeits had already disturbed the Thessalonians. Paul
wanted the Thessalonians to remember his letters and to be able to
distinguish them from the work of imposters.
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1

Worth
Ministr
Team

The ministry team to Thessalonica included Paul, Sylvanus and
Timothy. Those men joined Paul in sharing the Gospelthere and encouraging
the disciples converted by Paul 6s perso

Paul frequently traveled with ot her men and ministered with other
men. The Lord Jesus used ministry teamsto spread His Gospelfar and wide.
The team blessd the churches with grace and peace from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The ministry team and other believers should always give thanks to
God for the Thessalonians. Their faith had been greatly enlarged and their
love grew greater and greater. The ministry team spoke proudly of them
among the churches of God because of their perseverance in the faith in the
midst of all kind s of persecutions and afflictions.

Paul also wrote about the theology of persecution. The Thessalonians
endured persecution, so that they will be considered worthy of the kingdom

6
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of God, for which they suffered. God will justly repay with affliction all th e
people who afflicted the Thessalonians. When the Lord Jesus will be revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, He will give relief to His
afflicted children. He will deal out retribution to those who do not know God
and to those who donot obey the Gospelof the Lord Jesus. They will pay the
penalty of eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord, Who will
be glorified in His saints. The ministry team prayed that God would count
the Thessalonians worthy of their calling, and ful fill every desire for goodness
and the work of faith with power, so that the name of the Lord Jesus would
be glorified in them and they in Him, according to the grace of our God and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

HALLELUJAH!



Day One
The Church Today

PaulandiSivanus and Timothy-to the church
ofithe - lihessalonians in God our Father
and the Lord Jesus-GChrist

Where is the church of the Thessalonians? The church of the
Thessalonians is in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy formed a ministry team at Thessalonica.
They met stiff opposition there, particularly from the Jews. Even after Paul
left Thessalonica, some of the Jews from Thessalonica chased him.

Paul sent his letter to the church of the Thessalonians. He was not
referring to a building, because he said the church was in God ourFather and
the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, we know that Paul waswriting to saints
(people born again by faith in Christ).

Jesus only has one church, spread over the entire world. Only believers
who have been born again are members ofHis church. Each member
received at least one spiritual gift at the moment they were born again. Paul
encouraged people to use their spiritual gifts and so live worthy in the
kingdom of God.
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The church at Thessalonicafaced very stiff opposition from the Jews of
Thessalonica. Paul ha personal experience there and loves the
Thessalonians for their perseverance under fire.

Paul, Silvan us, Timothy

1. Paul, Silvanus, Timothy . Who wrote the second epistle to the
Thessalonians? Paul wrote the epistle, but he included Silvanus and Timothy
in the initial greeting. The ministry team consisted of Paul, Silvanus and
Timothy .

2. Church . The church consists only of born-again believers. The
church at Thessalonica endured a very hostile atmosphere.

3. Thessaloni ans. You may recall that Paul had a very rough visit in
Thessalonica. The Jews there violently opposed Paul and chased him after he
left town. The New Testament contains two letters by Paul to the
Thessalonians.

4. Father . Paul wrote about Godthe Father, Who loves us, and gave
Christ to the church as its Head.

5. Lord . Paul described Jesus as Lord. The Lordship of Christ will be
emphasized in this epistle.

6. Jesus . Living worthy in the family of God means that we are the
church of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul preached Jesus
crucified and resurrected to the Thessalonians. They received Jesus as Savior
and Lord.

7. Christ.  We rejoice today because Jesus was the Messiah, the
Anointed One of God. We worship Him because He is the Head of the church
and the Savior of the body.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by being part of a
ministry team.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by using our
spiritual gifts to build up other believers.

U We live together  worthy inthe family of God by encouraging
ministry teams to continue their ministries for the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by joining a ministry
team to serve Jesus.Will you live worthy in the family of God today by
ministering to other believers undergoing persecution?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Two
Grace to You Today

éhd? the Lord Jesus Christ

How did Paul greet fellow saints? Paul often greeted saints in his letters
with the words grace and peace.

Grace means that God gives us things we dmot deserve and can never
earn. Grace takes many forms and produces a variety of results. Grace brings
us salvation, sanctification, hope, strength and many other wonderful
blessings which we do not deserve and cannot earn. God gives us grace
because He loveaus.

Peace means that God has justified us and so we live in peace that He
gives to us. As we live in His peace, we fear only God and no one else. His
peace surrounds us and indwells us as a gift of grace.

Paul indicated that grace and peace come fromboth God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. God the Father brought peace and grace into our
lives through the Lord Jesus Christ. In turn, the Lord Jesus Christ provides
the only way to the Father, by grace through faith resulting in peace with
God.

11
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We delight in the grace and peace of God the Bther and the Lord Jesus
Christ. We have what we do not deserve and we live in peacé¢hat surpasses
all understanding. Without God , we live in darkness and death. By His grace
and peace, we exult in God.

Peace

1. Grace . How did Paul often start his letters? He started with a
greeting of grace and peace.

2. Forgiven . At the moment we received eternal life by grace through
faith, all our sins were forgiven.

3. Peace. Even so, Paul still greeted people wishing themgrace and
peace, because we need grace and peace in our lives every day.

4. Names . Paul invoked the Names of God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ as the sources of grace and peace.

5. Greeting . When was the last time you greeted somebody in the
Names of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ wishing them peace and
grace?

6. Learn . Living worthy in the family of God means that we learn to
greet people like Paul greeted people.

7. Riches . We rejoice today because God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ will always be pouring the riches of grace and peace into our
lives every day.

12
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by thanking God for the
grace and peace H e brought into our lives.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by greeting saints
with grace and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

U We live together  worthy in the family of God by worshiping
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ for the grace and
peace They pour into our lives daily.

Application fo r Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by walking in the grace
and peace only God provides.Will you live worthy in the family of God today
by delighting in grace and peace and sharing those gifts with someone else?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Three
Give Thanks Today

Ve oughtialways to give thanks to God for you,
prethrensas is only fitting, because your faith is
greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of
you toward one another grows ever greater

What should believers always dd? Believers should always give thanks
for other believers growing up in Christ.

Paul wrote the Thessalonians that Paul, Sylvanus and Timothy ought
always to give thanks to God for the Thessalonians. Paul said it was only
fitting to give thanks. Paul gave thanks for very specific things he saw among
the Thessalonians.

Paul noticed their faith. The faith of the Thessalonians was greatly
enlarged. Many saints feel isolated and alone in their spiritual life. No one
seems to notice when they are doing well and walking with Christ. If they slip
up for just a moment, then many other people are quick to point out their
faults. Paul prayed and thanked God for the growing faith of the
Thessalonians. Please notice, however, that Paul told the Thessalonians that
he noticed their growing faith. We need to give believers positive feedback
when we noticed their faith growing. All believers need to hear that someone
noticed their growing faith.

14
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Paul also noticed their love. The love of the Thessalonians for each
other had been growing ever greater. Paul told the Thessalonians that he
noticed their growing love. Our love for other believers provides an
important measure of our walk with Christ. All believers need to hear that
someone noticed their growing love for one another.

Your Faith

1. Give Thanks . Why did Paul give thanks for the Thessalonians?
Paul gave thanks to Godbecause of their faith and love.

2. Notice . Paul noticed the faith and love of people. We should do
likewise.

3. Tell . Paul told the Thessalonians that he noticed their faith and love.
We should do likewise.

4. Faith Enlarged . Paul told the Thessalonians that their faith was
greatly enlarged.

5. Love Grows . Paul told the Thessalonians that their love toward
one another grows greater and greater.

6. Friends . Living worthy in the family of God means that we notice
the faith and love of our friends in Christ.

7. Development . We rejoice today because we can tell one another
about the growth and development of their love and faith.

15
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by noticing the growing
love and faith of other believers.

U We li ve more worthy in the family of God by telling other
believers that we noticed their growing love and faith.

U We live together  worthy in the family of God by loving one
another more and more and encouraging the faith of each
other to grow more and more.

Ap plication for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by loving one another
and growing our faith. Will you live worthy in the family of God today by
letting someone know you have seen their love growing and theirfaith greatly
enlarged?

HALL ELUJAH!
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Day Four
Speak Proudly Today

-—

" 2 Thessalonians 1:4 _

therefore weseurselvesispeakeproudly of you
amongihecnurehes:ofdsedforyour;
PETSEVETanceanddalthdRENnIdst

. ofallyounpersesutionsand-— -
afflictions which you endure

What confidence did Paul, Silvanus and Timothy have in the
Thessalonians? They spoke proudly among the churches of God for their
perseverance and faith in the midst of persecutions and tribulations which
they endured. The term fpersecutionso refers to being chased by evil. The
term firibulations orefers to being pressed togetter, so that evil pushes upon
you and causes suffering.

The church of Thessalonica lived in a very hostile spiritual
environment. The Jews brought persecutions and tribulations upon the
saints living there. Some believers tend to wither in a hostile spiritu al
environment, while others may prosper.

The ministry team remembered the perseverance and faith of the
Thessalonians. They had received the Gospebnd remained strong.
Perseverance means that they did not give up. Faith means they continued
to believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

17
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The ministry team wanted the Thessalonians to know they were
speaking proudly about them. Saints undergoing tribulations and afflictions
because of their faith need the strength of encouragement knd words bring.

Paul, Silvanus and Timothy all supported the work at Thessalonica and
were known to the Thessalonians. We should always stay in touch with the
family of God, especially those saints undergoing persecutions and
tribulations.

Persecutions and Afflictions

1. We. Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy spoke proudly about the
Thessalonians.

2. Churches . When Paul and Timothy communicated with churches,
they spoke proudly about the Thessalonians.

3. Thessalonians . Paul wanted the Thessalonians to know that he
spoke proudly about them to all the churches.

4. Perseverance . Paul spoke about the perseverance and faith of the
Thessalonians.

5. Persecutions . The Thessalonians lived in the midst of
persecutions andtribulations .

6. Proudly . Living worthy in the family of God we should speak
proudly of believers who demonstrate perseverance and faith in the midst of
afflictions and persecutions which they endure.

7. Sustains . We rejoice today because God sustains us in the midst of
persecutions and afflictions.

18



Living Worthy in the Family of God # EOE OO! OOAIT Al U8

Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by speaking proudly
about the faith and perseverance of other saints.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by letting saints in
the midst of persecutions and tribulations know that we
speak proudly about their faith and perseverance.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by lifting up
other saints with proud words and praise as they undergo
persecutions and tribulations.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by speaking proudly of
the faith and perseveranceof the saints, especially when they live in the midst
of persecutions and tribulations. Will you live worthy in the family of God
today by letting someone know you speak proudly of them to other churches?

HALLELUJAH !

19



Day Five
Worthy of the Kingdom of God Today

judgment so that you will e con3|dered
worthy of the kingdom .ofsed;: for
which indeed'you are suffering

Why do Christians suffer persecution and tribulation? Suffering
Il ndicates Godo6és righteous judgment .

The righteous judgment of God shows that saints who suffer
persecution and tribulation for the kingdom of God are considered worthy of
the kingdom of God. While God does not always imposeHis judgment upon
evil men, God always renders that judgment at the appropriate time. At the
Great White Throne Judgment, every unbeliever will be sentenced to the
Lake of Fire where they will suffer commensurate with their deeds while alive
on earth.

Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to look to the judgment of God for
confirmation of the justice of God. God judges in righteousness, rewarding
the faithful saints and punishing those who inflict persecution and
tribulation upo n them. The saints should always take heart that God never
overlooks their suffering for the kingdom of God.

20
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Suffering

1.Judgment . What is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment?
God's plain judgment revealed itself when the Thessalonians were in the
midst of persecutions and tribulations , enduring them while their faith and
perseverance increasel.

2. Persecution . God never forgets who persecutes His children,
because persecuting the church amounts to persecuting Christ.

3. Endurance . As the Thessalonians endured perseution and
tribulation, they wou Id be considered worthy of the kingdom of God.

4. Suffering . The Thessalonians suffered persecutions and
tribulations for the kingdom of God, not for their own sins.

5. Church . God does not always bring His judgment to bear
immediately upon people who persecute the church, but His judgment will
always come.

6. Considered Worthy . Living worthy in the family of God means
that we endure persecutions and tribulations so that we will be considered
worthy of the kingdom of God.

7.Kingdom . We rejoice today because God's righteous judgment will
always be a blessing for believers who suffer today for the kingdom of God.

21
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by recogniz ing the plain
judgment of God.

U Welive more worthy inthe family of God by taking heart that
God will always render perfect judgments at the perfect time :
rewarding the righteous and punishing the wicked.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by pra ising God
that H e looks upon every saint who suffers persecution and
tribulation

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by recognizing the plain
judgment of God as we endure suffering and persecution for the kingdom of
God. Will you live worthy in the family of God today by praising God for His
righteous judgment?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Six
Just for God Today

What can every persecutor of the church expect to receive? They can
expect to receive the justice of God.

The Thessalonians had experienced persecution and tribulation at the
hands of evil people oppaosed to Jesus and Hisdisciples. Paul told them their
persecution was a plain indication of

Paul brought theology to bear on every dayof suffering. He pointed out
that God is always just. Therefore, every persecutor would be repatl by God
for what they had done to the church of Jesus Christ. Paul himself was a chief
persecutor of the church before God gloriously savedhim on the Damascus
Road. Jesus told him that persecuting the church was the same as
persecuting Jesus Himself.

God will repay the persecutors. God promised that they would not go
unpunished. Therefore, as the Thessalonians suffered, they had the sure
promise of God that their persecutors would answer for their evil actions.

23
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God to Repay

1. Repay . Whom will God repay? God will repay the people who
afflict ed the Thessalonians.

2. Just . Because God is just, He repays the wages due to the
persecutors.

3. Righteous . Many people today forget that God will always repay
the persecutors based on His righteous judgments.

4. Time . God may repay the persecutors today or they may be repaid
later. At the moment of salvation, you are no longer a persecutor of the
church.

5. Future . In the future, all the persecutors will stand at the Great
White Throne Judgment and be sentenced according to their deeds.

6. Affliction . Living worthy in the family of God means that we know
God will always repay those who afflict us with afflicti on.

7. Forgiveness by Belief . We rejoice today because God offers
forgiveness for everyone who believes that Christ took allof the affliction we
deserve and receives Him as Savior by grace through faith.

24
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Summary for Today

U Welive worthy inthefam ilyof God by rememberingthatGod
repays those who persecute the church.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by thanking God
for His grace that saved us while we were enemies of God.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by loving God
more for being a God of grace, mercy and justice.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by remembering that
God never lets persecution and tribulation go without appropriate
punishment. Will you live worthy in the family of God today by remembering
that God knows, marks, and repays the people who persecute His church?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Seven
Relief T oday

and to give relleft., (L]
to us as well when the llord Jesus will be
revealed from-heaven with His mighty
angels in flaming fire

When will God provide relief to the afflicted saints? When the Lord
Jesus will be revealed from heaven.

Many people today do not expect to suffer for their faith. Some even
seemastonished when persecution and tribulation come their way because
of their faith. The Thessalonians knew about persecution and tribulation.
They suffered because of their faith.

Jesus never promised that He would spare us from all persecution and
tribula tion. He did promise that He was coming back to earth. When the Lord
Jesus will be revealed in the future, coming from heaven with His mighty
angels in flaming fire, then He will provide relief to the afflicted saints.
Therefore today, saints should remember that God never overlooks
persecution and tribulation, but has promised relief in the future.

26
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In the meantime, the saints understand that their affliction is a plain
I ndication of Go d 6,sso that theéytwel del sonsifeted g me n t
worthy of the kingdom of God. All saints must strive to live worthy of the
kingdom of God.

Flaming Fire

1. Relief . When will God provide relief to the afflicted saints? When
the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven.

2. Persecution . God did not promise that, while we live on earth, we
will be free from persecution and affliction.

3. Christ . God did promise that the Lord Jesus Christ will be revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire.

4. Reveale d. When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven, then the
saints will be relieved of persecution and affliction.

5. People Judged . When the Lord Jesus is revealed, those people
persecuting the church will be judged.

6. Flaming Fire . Living worthy in the fam ily of God means that we
understand that the Lord Jesus will return from heaven and bring His mighty
angels with Him in flaming fire.

7. EFuture . We rejoice today because we look forward to the day when
the saints will no longer suffer persecution and affli ction because the Lord
Jesus has been revealed from heaven.

27
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Summary for Today

U Welive worthy inthe family of God by looking forward to the
relief of all the persecuted saints.

U We live more worthy inthe family of God by looking forward
to the revela tion of the Lord Jesus Christ coming from
heaven with His angels in flaming fire.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by loving the
Lord Jesus for His promise to return and relieve persecution
and tribulation.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by looking forward to
the return of the Lord Jesus with His angels. Will you live worthy in the
family of God today by looking for Jesus to appear at any moment?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Eight
Retribution  Today

}inow C o .mr.l to ihose who ) do norror
1n-4 fJO_»,J-‘l of our | ord Jesus

What will Jesus do when He returns with His angels? Jesus will deal

out retribution to those who did not know God and who do not obey the
Gospelof our Lord Jesus.

Not everyone will be happy when Jesus returns. Jesus said that many
people will turn into the wide gate that leads to destruction, but few will enter
through the narrow gate and find eternal life. Therefore, most people will not
be happy when Jesus returns to earth.

The justice of God requires payment to satisfy the debt that is due.
When a personsins against God, paymentand blood is required to take away
the debt incurred by sin. Jesus died and paid the sin debt in full with His
precious blood. Even so, for the blood to become effective in your life, you
must have faith that He died for you and was resurrected.

29
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Only people who have received theGospel of Jesus Christand believed
it know God. Only through Jesus Christ can people know God. Without Jesus
Christ, no one comes to the Father. At His return to earth, Jesus deals out
retribution t o everyone who does not know the Father.

Obey the Gospel

1.J es us 6 Rwhatuvil the Lord Jesus do when He returns with
His angels? He will deal out retribution.

2. Retribution . People who persecute Christians do not grasp that
they face the retribution of the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Justice . His justice requires complete payback to those who
persecute His children.

4. Believe . The only way to avoid His justice is to believe in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ

5. Saved . Paul the apostle was a violent aggressor against the church
and yet, Jesus saved him by the grace of God through faith.

6. Obey . Living worthy in the family of God means that we understand
that Jesus will deal out retribu tion to everyone who does not obey theGospel
of Jesus Christ

7. Gospel . We rejoice today because Jesus opened our hearts by His
grace to believe His gospel.

30
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by remembering that
Jesus deals out r etribution to everyone who does not know
God.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by thanking God
that we believed the  Gospel of Jesus Christ by grace through

faith.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by rejoicing
together that we know God because we receive d the Gospel
of Jesus Christ with faith as a gift of God, so that no one may
boast.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by sharing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ so that people may believe and not face the retribution of
Jesus Christ. Will you live worthy in the family of God today by rejoicing in
Jesus that He purchased your salvation with His blood, so that we fear no
retribution from Him when He returns to earth?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Nine
Eternal Destruction Today

These will pay the penally.of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and
from the gl

What happens to people who reject the Gospel of Jesus Chris®? They
spend eternity away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power.

When people persecute the church of Jesus Christ, the justice of God
comes to bear upon them. During their lifetime on earth, they will not face
the full justice of God. They will endure great suffering and eternal
destruction in the future.

Eternal destruction begins the moment after death of the unbeliever.
They suffer in the eternal fire of Hades, awaiting final judgment at the Great
White Throne in heaven. The Lord Jesus will pronounce the appropriate
amount of suffering for each unbeliever. They will also bow their knee and
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Eternal
destruction continues in the Lake of Fire, where they spend eternity away
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.
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Many people believe that God does not hear them or see them, and they
even doubt He exists. They will be sadly and powerfully brought to the reality
that God knows everything they ever did andthey will have to give an account
of their actions and suffer the penalty commensurate with their sin.
Ultimately, the Lake of Fire awaits every unbeliever, where they will suffer
eternal punishment. Therefore the Lake of Fire exists away from the
presence of the Lord and away from the glory of His power.

Away from the Lord

1.Penalty . What penalty will the persecutors of the church face after
death? The penalty of eternal destruction.

2. Consequences . Many people today do not consider the long-term
consequences of their actions on Earth.

3. Eternal . The penalty of eternal destruction takes place away from
the presence of the Lord.

4. Destruction . The penalty of eternal destruction takes place away
from the glory of His power.

5. Power . As saints, we see the power of Jesus at work in our lives
every day.

6. Warn Unsaved . Living worthy in the family of God means that we
must warn our unsaved family, friends, and others about the penalty of
eternal destruction awaiting them.

7. Faith . We rejoice today because Jesus, by grace through faith, saved
us from the penalty of eternal destruction.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by remembering that
eternal destruction awaits every unbeliever.

U We live mo re worthy in the family of God by proclaiming the
Gospel of Jesus Christ  to everyone currently on the path to
eternal destruction.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by encouraging
one another with the truth of Godo
escaped ete rnal destruction, which we deserved, only by the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Application for Today

Today, we may live worthy in the family of God by thanking God the
Father that He graciously rescued us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of His beloved Son, in Whom we have
redemption and the forgiveness of sins. Will you live worthy in the family of
God today bysharing your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ with family, friends,
and others heading towards eternal destruction?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Ten
Marveled at Today
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What will the saints do when Jesus comes back to earth?They will
marvel at the Lord Jesus and He will be glorified in His saints.

When Jesus returns, He will be glorified in the saints. The saints alive
on earth at that time will have endured the greatest tribulation, unlike
anything before it. In fact, the t ribulation will be so bad that no flesh would
have survived, unless the Lord shortened those days.

John wrote in Revelation that Jesus will return to earth with an army
from heaven. The saints in heaven also return with them to rule on the earth
for a thousand years. Some saints in Israel will survive the tribulation on
earth and will be looking up to receive their Messiah when He comes.
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Paul wanted to encourage the Thessalonians as they endure
persecutions and tribulations. He drew their attention f irst to their
persecutors and described the day of judgment awaiting them. He also
revealed to the saints that God would be glorified in them and they would
marvel at His appearance.

Glorified

1. Marvel . What will the saints do when they see Jesus retirning to
Earth? All those who have believed in Him will marvel at Him.

2. Glory . Seeing the glory of Jesus Christ in person will be a marvelous
event for all who have received the testimony that Jesus is our true Savior.

3. Excellencies . Peter reminded us that God chose us so that we
would proclaim the excellenciesof Him who has called us out of darkness
into His marvelous light.

4. Jesus . Jesus will also be glorified in the saints.

5. Enemies . When Jesus returns to earth, His enemies will shudder
in fear and the saints will marvel at Him with great joy.

6. Saints . Living worthy in the family of God means that we will
marvel at Jesus when He returns and He will be glorified in the saints.

7. Euture . We rejoice today because our future in Jesus willbe filled
with marvels and glory.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy inthe family of God by looking forward to the
day when Jesus will come back to earth.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by rejoicing as we

ponder Jesus being glorified in the s aints who marvel at His
appearance.
U We live together worthy in the family of God by remembering

the words of encouragement Paul gave to the Thessalonians
about the return of Jesus.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by looking forward to
the day when Jesus will be glorified in the saints and they marvel at His
appearance.Will you live worthy in the family of God today by delighting in
the certainty of Christ returning to Earth to reign for a thousand years?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Eleven
We Pray Today

O\We pray for you always that
I8Willicount you worthy of your
[iGrenad fulfill every desire for
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faith-with power

What goal did Paul have in mind when he prayed for the
Thessalonians? Paul prayed that God would count them worthy of their
calling.

Paul prayed always for the Thessalonians. He prayed specifically that
our God would count them worthy of their calling. God calls people to
Hi msel f for sal vati on. lifé&athedsaint.Gadicdlls c ont i
us to live for Him and to glorify Him. Because God initiated the call upon our
lives, and fulfilled the call through the death and resurr ection of Jesus Christ,
so now Christ owns us as slave of righteousness, and we ought to walk
worthy of that calling.

Paul also prayed that God would fulfill every desire for Godliness. The
Thessal onians had a desire to do Godods
for Godliness in the Thessalonians would be fulfilled by God.

Paul also prayed that God would fulfill the work of faith with power.
Paul meant that the Thessalonians had been spreading their faith, so that
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all of Achaeabeen exposed to theGospel of Jesus Christ Paul mentioned that
the Thessalonians had a good testimony amongthe saints and their love was
well known.

Worthy of Your Calling

1. Prayer Goal. What goal was Paul seeking in prayer for the
Thessalonians? Paul prayed that God would count the Thessalonians worthy
of their calling.

2. Prayer Content . Paul shared the ontent of his prayers with the
Thessalonians and we should do the same.

3. Goodness . Paul also prayed that God will fulfill every desire for
goodness in the Thessalonians.

4. Eulfill_. Paul also prayed that God would fulfill the work of faith with
power in the Thessalonians.

5. Work of Faith . Paul prayed specifically about the desires for
goodness and the work of faith that the Thessalonians longed to fulfill.

6. Power . Living worthy in the family of God means that we pray for
our friends in Christ that God would count them worthy of their calling and
God would fulfill in them every desire for goodness and the work of faith with
power.

7.Walk Worthy . We rejoice today because we can pray for our friends
in Christ to walk worthy of our calling.
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Summar_y for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by praying that God
would fulfill in the saints the desire for Godliness and works
of faith with power.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by praying for our

friends in Christ and then letting them know what we prayed
for them.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by thanking God
for our desire for G odliness in the works of faith with power
in our lives.

Application for Today

Today, we may live worthy in the family of God by praying that God
would fulfill His plans for our lives. Will you live worthy in the family of God
today by praying that God would fulfill the desires for Godliness and works
of faith with power in the lives of your friends in Chris t?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Twelve
Grace Today
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God and the Lord
Jesus Christ

When Paul prayed, how did he tie together the glory of God and the
grace of God? Paul prayed that the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ would be
glorified in the Thessalonians.

Paul also prayed that the Thessalonians would be glorified in Christ.
Therefore, we see that Paul prayed for glory inall aspects. God wants us ¢
live our lives to the glory of the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul
frequently refers to the Son of God as our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul prayed beautiful, well-constructed prayers with specific goals in
mind. Therefore, Paul could understand if those goals had been met in the
Thessalonians. When we pray specifically for identifiable results, we can
glorify God when we see those results.

Paul wanted to know about the Thessalonians and he also wanted the
Thessalonians to know how he was doing in prison. Paul was prayerfully
focused upon the Thessalonians. Paul was looking to promote the glory of
the Lord Jesus Christ by praying for the Thessalonians. He was not looking
for his own glory.
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Glorified in You

1.Result . What result did Paul pray for th e Thessalonians to achieve?
Paul prayed that the Name of our Lord Jesus would be glorified in them and
they would be glorified in Him, according to the grace of our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Specific . Paul prayed very specific prayers for the Thesslonians.

3. Prayer . Paul prayed that the Name of the Lord Jesus would be
glorified in the Thessalonians. Paul linked the glory of God with the behavior
of the Thessalonians.

4. Saints . Saints can glorify the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ or bring
shame upon His Name.

5. Glory . Paul prayed that the grace of God and the Lord Jesus Christ
would be at work in the Thessalonians to glorify the name of Jesus and the
Thessalonians would be glorified in Jesus, according to grace at work in the
Thessalonians.

6. Grace . Living worthy in the family of God means that we live by
grace to glorify the Name of our Lord Jesus.

7. Worthy . We rejoice today because Jesus called us to live worthy of
His Name and to glorify His Name.
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Summary for  Today

U Welive worthy inthe family of God by praying for our friends
to glorify the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

U Welive more worthy inthe family of God by sharing with our
friends that we pray that they would glorify God.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by  sharing our
prayer lives together in the body of Christ in seeking to
promote the glory of Christ in us and us in Him.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by prayerfully focusing
upon the glory of God in the lives of our friends in Christ. Will you live worthy
in the family of God today by praying that your friends in Christ will glorify
the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ so that He will be glorified in them and
they in Him?

HALLELUJAH !

43



2

Worthy of

the Lord Jesus
Christ

Paul requested the Thessalonians not to be quickly shaken from their
composure or be disturbed by a spirit or a message or letter is from the
ministry team. Paul warned the Thessalonians not to be deceived about the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul provided clear guidance on the timing of the return of the Lord
Jesus Christ and His gathering together of saints to Himself. If the
Thessalonians understood the events precedhg the return of the Lord Jesus
Christ, then they could rest assured that they had not missed the return of
Christ because the preceding events had not occurred.

Therefore, Paul provided a list of events that must precede the coming
of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth. Paul declared that the apostasy must come
first. The man of lawlessness, the son of destruction,will be revealed He
exalts himself and opposes every secalled god or object of worship. He takes
his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as God.
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The Thessalonians, based upon prior conversations with Paul, knew
what restrained the man of lawlessness now, so thatin his time he would be
revealed. The mystery of lawlessness is already at work. In time what
restrained him will be removed so that he will be revealed in his time. Then
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will slay with the breath of
His mouth and bring to an end with His appearance. The man of lawlessness
will come in accord with the activity of satan, with a Il power and signs and
false wonders, with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish,
because they did not love the truth so as to be savedGod will send upon
them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, so that they
may all be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in
wickedness.

Paul wanted the Thessalonians to know that the ministry team should
always give thanks to God for them as beloved brethren, beloved by the Lord,
because God had chosen then from the beginning for salvation through
sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. God called the
Thessalonians through the Gospel of Jesus Christ proclaimed by the
ministry team, that the Thessalonians may gain the glory of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Paul exhorted them to stand firm and hold to the traditions which
they were taught, whether by word of mouth or letter from the ministry team.

Paul blessed the Thessalonians, requesting that our LordJesus Christ
Himself and God our father, Who has loved us and given us eternal comfort
and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen their hearts in every good
work and word. Paul provided this beautiful link between (a) the theology of
the future and th e rise of the man of lawlessness with(b) the need to work
hard today and follow the example of the ministry team , paying for its own
bread while they lived with the Thessalonians, so they were not a burden to
anyone.
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Day Thirteen
We Request Today
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What did Paul request of the Thessalonians? Paul made a request
regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to
Him.

Paul distinguished two separate events in his letters to the
Thessalonians. In First Thessalonians, Paul did not want the Thessalonians
to grieve as those people who have no hope. He revealed that the Lord Jesus
would return in the clouds and the dead in Christ would be raised. Before the
dead in Christ were raised, in the twinkling of an eye, the people who came
with Christ to the clouds would receive their glorified bodies first.

Paul commanded the Thessalonians to comfort one another with those
words. They could look forward to their loved ones who died in Christ
returning with Christ to the clouds where they wou ld be resurrected,
receiving glorified bodies at that moment.
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In Second Thessalonians Paul describedthe Lord Jesus coming back
to Earth. Zechariah in the Old Testament prophesied the Lord Jesus would
return to the Mount of Olives after He vanquished His foes gathered up
against Jerusalem. Paul referredto the time when Jesus st His feet upon
Earth at the same place He had previously ascended to heaven. Paul did not
want the Thessalonians to worry that the Lord Jesus had already returned to
Earth, and somehow they had missed Him.

Gathering Together

1. Request . What request did Paul make of the Thessalonians? Paul
made a request concerning their present response to future events.

2. Coming . Paul looked into the future and wrote concerning the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Clouds . Paul distinguished the second coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ from the Clouds Resurrection.

4. Resurrection . In 1Thessalonians 4:1318, Paul comforted the
Thessalonians with the assurance that Jesus wouldreturn to the clouds and
resurrect the bodies of the saints.

5. Gathered . At the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, all the
saints will be gathered together to Him on earth at Jerusalem.

6. Stand . Living worthy in the family of God means that we st and fast
now in Christ as we look to the future.

7. Millennial . We rejoice today because we look for Jesus to return
first to the clouds and later put His feet upon the Mount of Olives, beginning
His Millennial Reign upon Earth.

47



Living Worthy in the Family of God # EOE OO! OOAIT Al U8

Summary for Today

U Welive worthy inthe family of God by looking forward to the
Lord Jesus Christ returning to Earth.

U We live more worthy inthe family of God by looking forward
to being gathered to the Lord Jesus Christ.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by enco uraging
each other that Jesus will come back and reign upon this
earth and we will be with Him.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by looking forward to
the day when Jesus will return to Earth. Will you live worthy in the family of
God today byreminding your friends in Christ that Jesus will gather all of us
to Him when He returns?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Fourteen
Composure Today

2 Thessalonians 2:2

composure or be disturbed'eitherbya.

spirit ora message or a letter as if
from us, to the effect that the day
of the Lord has come

How does the devil seek to attak us? The devil uses imposters to
spread lies seeking to disturb the saints.

Paul understood the schemes of the devil. Paul understood that the
devil influences people to send messages or write letters, as if they were
written by the ministry team of Paul, Silvanus, or Timothy. Paul also
understood that the devil could use a spirit to spread evil thoughts and lies
about Jesus Christ.

The devil seeks to undermine the teachings of God and the Bible. The
devil wants you to believe that Jesus came bak and forgot all about you. The
devil would love to convince you that you missed the second coming of Jesus
Christ. Of course, when Jesus returns to set His feet upon the Mount of
Olives, all born-again believers will know about it. They will be gathered to
Him and reign with Him for thousand years in His millennial kingdom.
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The devil wants to shake you up and disturb the peace that God gives
to you. The devil does not want you to know a moment of peace, joy, love,
grace, mercy or anything else that God praduces in your life. Thanks be to
Jesus Christ who has set us free to be His slaves of righteousness.

Shaken

1. Composure . Why was Paul concerned about the Thessalonians?
Paul was concerned that their composure may be disturbed.

2. Misled . Paulwarned the Thessalonians not to be misled by a spirit,
or a message, or a letter, supposedly from one of the members of the ministry
team.

3. Day of the Lord . Some deceiver mayhave tried to convince the
Thessalonians that the Day of the Lord had come andthey missed it.

4. Shaken . Paul did not want the Thessalonians to be shaken quickly
from their composure in Christ.

5. False Letter . Paul did not want the Thessalonians to be deceived
by some false letter or other device written to disturb them about th e coming
to the Lord Jesus.

6. Missed . Living worthy in the family of God means that we should
not be shaken quickly from our composure by being deceived by someone
saying or writing that the day of the Lord has come and we missed it.

7. Great Glory . We rejoice today because Jesus will come back with
great glory and with His mighty angels in flaming fire.
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Summary for Today

U Welive worthy inthe family of God by  testing each spirit and
examining each message or letter supposedly written by an
apostle or prophet of God.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by resisting the
schemes of the devil by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Holy Spirit, and God the Father.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by joining our
hearts inlove to stand united against the devil and his attacks
upon us to disturb our peace and destroy our composure.

Application for Today

Today, we may live worthy in the family of God by resisting the
deceptions of the devil. Will you live worthy in the family of God today by
looking forward to Jesus returning to earth to reign for a thousand years?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Fifteen
Revealed Today

lLet-noeoneliniany WwaydEceiVeEN e U e tawill
NOT COMENUNIESSIINENRPOSIASY,COMESHINST,
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How are Christians deceived? The devil uses a variety of schemes to
deceive Christians. People were telling the Thessalonian saints that they had
missed the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth. Paul wanted them to
understand the Lord Jesus and that He would only appear after certain
events took place. Paul did not want the Thessalonians thinking that Jesus
returned, and they were forgotten by Him.

The Thessalonians could rest assured that Christ would appear with
His angels in flaming fire. No saint wo uld miss the return of Jesus Christ on
the earth. Zechariah prophesied that Jesus would setHis feet on the Mount
of Olives, just as He promised when He ascended.

Evil men had sent letters and messengers proclaiming that Christ had
already returned. The devil motivated them to say those lies, so that the
believers would be very disturbed by such reports. Paul lovel the
Thessalonians and provided sound doctrine for them regarding the return of
Christ.
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Before Christ would return, the apostasy must come first. That
apostasy would include the revelation of the man of lawlessness, the son of
destruction. When Christ appears in the future, He will put an end to the man
of lawlessness and his evil ways.

Apostasy

1. Signs . What signs precede the return of the Lord Jesus? Apostasy
precedes the coming of the Lord Jesus.

2. Apostasy . Apostasy means falling away from the faith, not falling
away from the Earth, and the following phrase in the verse confirms that
interpretation.

3. Man of Lawlessness . During the apostasy which comes first, the
man of lawlessness will be revealed.

4. Son of Destruction . He is the son of destruction.

5. Deceived . Therefore, Paul told the Thessalonians not to be deceived
that the Lord Jesus has returned to Earth and they missed it, because the
apostasy had not yet come, and the man of lawlessnesswho is the son of
destruction, had not been revealed.

6. Before . Living worthy in the family of God means that the apostasy
comes before the Lord Jesus returns to earth.

7. Triumph . We rejoice today because Jesus knows the future and
controls the final outcome, where He triumphs and we live with Him forever.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by remembering the
signs of the second coming of Jesus Christ.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by letti ng no one
deceive us, saying that  Christ has already returned.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by staying alert
to the schemes of the devil and holding firm to the sound
doctrine found in the Bible concerning all future events.

Application for Today

Today, we may live worthy in the family of God by studying the
Scriptures to understand the order of events before and after Christ returns
to the earth. Will you live worthy in the family of God today by looking
forward to Jesus returning to earth after the apostasy, in which the son of
destruction will be revealed?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Sixteen
Object of Worship  Today

WHO OPPRESESAlIE R
so-called"ged orT
he takes his seat in the temple of God,
displaying himself-as-being-God

What will the man of lawlessnessdo when he takes power? The man of

lawlessness opposes and exalts himself above every scalled god or object of
worship.

People can identify the man of lawlessness by what he doesThe man
of lawlessness demands the center of attention, particularly in the realm of
religion. He will oppose and exalt himself above every secalled god or object
of worship. The man of lawlessnesswill take his seat in the temple of God,
displaying himself as God.

When you hear false teaching that the day of the Lord has cone, and
you missed it, do not worry. You know the false teachers are wrong, because
the man of lawlessness must be revealed first. If the man of lawlessness has
not taken his seat in the temple, displaying himself as God, then you know
the day of the Lord has not yet come. Likewise, if the man of lawlessness has
not opposed and exalted himself over every secalled god or object of
worship, then you know the day of the Lord has not come.
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In this passage, Paul warns the believers not tobe shaken by false
teachers proclaiming the day of the Lord has come. Paul gives the
Thessalonians proof that the day of the Lord has not come, because the man
of lawlessness has not been revealed.

Seat in the Temple

1.Man of Lawlessness . How does the man of lawlessness pretend to
be God? He opposes ad exalts himself above every sacalled God or object
of worship.

2. Apostasy . Paul said that Jesus would not return to Earth until after
the man of lawlessness was revealed, as part of the apostasy.

3. Seat. The man of lawlessness takes his seat in the temple of God.

4. Display . While sitting on the seat in the temple, the man of
lawlessness displays himself as being God.

5. Pretense . The man of lawlessness will pretend to be God, but the
true and only God will put an end to his reign by appearing in person with
His mighty angels in flaming fire.

6. End . Living worthy in the family of God means that we have no fear
of Christ coming, because we know when Christ comes, He will put an end to
the man of lawlessness and his evil reign.

7. Eternally . We rejoice today because Jesus revealed the future and
He wins eternally.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by understanding the
order of prophetic events leading to the second coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by reminding one
another that prophe  cies matter today.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by encouraging
believers not to worry about the return of Jesus, because His
coming will be unmi  stakable.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by understanding the
value of prophecy for living today. Will you live worthy in the family of God
today by understanding that the man of lawlessness will display himself as
God, until the Lord Jesus comes and puts an end to the man of lawlessness?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Seventeen
Remember Today
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What did Paul think about the prophecies that he had made concerning
the man of lawlessness? Paul thought that the Thessalonians should
remember them.

Paul wrote every word of his epistles in the New Testament under the
inspiration of God. God breathed out the words of the New Testament, using
individual writers with their individual styles. God superintended the
process so that every word in the original autographs of Scripture was the
product of men moved by the Holy Spirit who spoke for God.

The Thessalonians were disturbed because someone had been telling
them that Christ had returned and they had missed His return. Therefore,
Paul wanted to remind the Thessalonians about the prophecies that he had
already made to them. While Paul was physically present with the
Thessalonians, he shared with them prophecies that he later wrote to them.
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You may ask why Paul would remind them of something he said earlier.
Paul wrote those things down so that the saints would have a permanent
record of the revelation of God. We call that permanent record the second
epistle to the Thessalonians. Because God inspired the words and that
epistle, it became a part of the New Testament canon.

God preserved the second epistle to the Thessalonians so that we today
could be reminded of the prophecies given to Paul by God thousands of yars
ago. As we remember the prophecies, we will find courage and strength to
look for Jesus coming back. We will not be deceived by people lying about
Jesus.

Telling You

1.Remember . What did Paul ask the Thessalonians to remember? He
asked them to remember the prophecies that he had made concerning the
future while he was with them.

2. God Breathed . The Holy Spirit moved Paul to speak for God and
God breathed out the words of the Bible through men like Paul.

3. Forget . When we forget what God said in the Bible, then we fall for
the deceptions of the devil.

4. Deceived . Some of the Thessalonians had been deceived by men
saying that Christ had returned and they had missed His second coming.

5. Wrote . Paul wrote down the prophecies after he had told the
Thessalonians in person about the prophecies.

6. Prophecies . Living worthy in the family of God means that we
remember what God said in the Bible, including His prophecies about the
future.

7. Future . We rejoice today because God wrote down prophecies so
that we could take courage knowing that the future turns out just as God
prophesied.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by remembering the
things that Paul wrote previously in the New Testament.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by applying what
Paul wrote about the future so that we have hope and
strength to live in the present, looking forward to the return
of Jesus Christ.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by reminding
each other of the things G~ od preserved in the New Testament
epistles, Gospels, and the other works found in the New
Testament, so that we remember what Jesus said and live
accordingly, abiding in Him.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by thanking God that
He preserved His word in the Bible so that we would benefit from it
generation after generation. Will you live worthy in the family of God today
by remembering what Paul said about the man of lawlessness and the
apostasy to come, knowing that Christ will not return to earth until all those
prophecies are fulfilled first?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Eighteen
Revealed Today

And you know Whatrestrain st eWasse
that i histtimerhewillleerevealed

What did the Thessalonians know about the man of lawlessness? They
knew what restrained him.

Paul asked them if they remembered what he had prophesied
concerning the man of lawlessness. Paul implied that if the Thessalonians
remembered what he had said concerning the man of lawlessnessthen they
would not have been so easily disturbed by people saying that Jesus had
returned to earth and they missed His return.

Many people speculate about what the restrainer is. Paul did not define
what the restrainer is, but he did give us clues. Oneclue is that the restrainer
was well known to the Thessalonians. Another clue is that the restrainer has
been restraining the man of lawlessness for thousands of years and continues
to restrain him even now.

Paul looked into the future and reminded th e Thessalonians to
remember what he had said to them while present with them. In our lives
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we know things about the future, because God revealed them in the Bible.
Problems arise when we do not remember and take heed to the prophecies
in the Bible.

Rest rains

1. When ? When will the man of lawlessness be revealed? When the
restrainer is taken away.

2. Activity . Right now the restrainer actively restrains the man of
lawlessness.

3. Man of Lawlessness . The man of lawlessness exercises great
spiritual power for evil.

4. Indication . Paul did not indicate who the restrainer was, but
indicated that the Thessalonians knew who he was, apparently because Paul
had told them before.

5. Identity . God did not explicitly reveal the identity of the rest rainer.

6. Restrainer . Living worthy in the family of God means that we
know the restrainer actively restrains the man of lawlessness right now.

7. Evil . We rejoice today because the man of lawlessness is restrained
In his evil ways.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by remembering that the
restrainer restrains the man of lawlessness today.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by remembering
the prophecies of God so that we are not disturbed by false
messages a bout the return of Christ.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by encouraging
one another to remember the prophecies so that we live in
confident assurance today.

Application for Today

Today, we may live worthy in the family of God by understanding how
prophecies about the future impact our lives today with strength and
confidence. Will you live worthy in the family of God today by standing on
the prophecies found in the Bible and remembering the work of the
restrainer today?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Nineteen
Mystery of Lawlessness Today

For the mystery.ofdawlessness.is already
at work; only he who now restrains will do
so until he isstakeneutiefithesway

What is a mystery in the New Testament? A mystery described
something that had been hidden in previous generations, but was made
known through the apostles and prophets of the New Testament.

Paul said the mystery of lawlessness was already at work in his day.

Therefore, we know the mystery of lawlessness spans millennia. It was active

I n Paul 6s day and it wil/ C O fatvleseness | nt O
relates directly to the man of lawlessness in his time of power upon the earth.

The power of the man of lawlessness has been restrained for millennia.
Paul described t he restrainer wi t h tr

restrainer appears to be a person or being with the authority from God to
limit the powers of the mystery of lawlessness and the man of lawlessness.
In the future , the man of lawlessness will no longer be restrained and he will
display himself in the Temple as God.
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In the future the restrainer will be taken out of the way. At that time
the man of lawlessness will be able to exercise his powers unrestrained. He
will exercise great dominion up over the whole earth. His dominion will come
to an abrupt end with a return of Jesus Christ to earth.

At Work

1.Mystery .What is the mystery of lawlessness? In the New Testament
a mystery always meant something that was hidden in the past, but now
revealed in the New Testament through the apostles and prophets.

2. Active . The mystery of lawlessness was already active in Paul's day.

3. Restrainer . Paul referred to the one who restrains the man of
lawlessness with the pronoun "he," indicating he is a person.

4. Millennia . We also know that the mystery of lawlessness spans
millennia.

5. Lawlessness . When the man of lawlessness takes his seat in the
temple, his time will be short and his power will be cut off with the coming
of Jesus Christ.

6. Revealed . Living worthy in the family of God means that we
understand the mystery of lawlessnessbecause it has been revealed in the
New Testament.

7. Proper Time . We rejoice today because Jesus understands all
mysteries and reveals them at the proper time.
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Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by remembering the
mystery of lawlessness.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by understanding
that the restrainer will be removed in the future.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by praising God
that th e mystery of lawlessness has been revealed and today
he is restrained.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by understanding the
mystery of lawlessness.Will you live worthy in the family of God today by
worshiping God for His plans which span all ages?

HALLELUJAH !

66



Day Twenty
Lawless One Today

Jihendhatdawlesstone willbe revealedBVho
te1=i Eejfe BYIFS 21 Wite) tn2 or221if) o fElis

rriolir) ziflel oririe) o 21p) 20¢cl OEiflS
APPEAlAIGEIOHH IS COMING

Who has the power to slay the man of lawlessness? The Lord Jesus
Christ has the power to slay the man of lawlessness.

The man of lawlessness ascends to worldwidedomination when the
restrainer is taken away. The man of lawlessness reaches the zenith of power
when he displays himself in the temple, exalting himself as god and opposing
every so-called god and object of worship. The man of lawlessness does signs
and wonders and deceives the nations.

God always wins. At just the right time, the Lord Jesus will return to
earth and put an end to the man of lawlessness and his evil reign upon the
earth. Jesus will come with His armies in flaming fire. He will slay the man
of lawlessness with the breath from His mouth. He will put in an end to the
worldwide empire of the man of lawlessness.

Paul described the future triumph of Christ to help us understand
persecution in this life. Paul indicated that persecution of beli evers is a sign
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of the destruction of unbelievers at the proper time. Therefore, believers
should take heart that God will deal with everyone who persecutes His
children on this earth in due time.

End

1. Reign . Who will end the reign of the lawless one? The Lord Jesus
will end his reign.

2. Power . When the restrainer is taken away, the man of lawlessness
will take his place in the temple and exert his power over the whole world.

3. Days. Unless those days were cut short, no flesh would have
survived.

4. Lawlessness . The Lord Jesus will return to Earth and slay the man
of lawlessness with the breath of His mouth.

5. Supernatural . When the restrainer is taken away, the lawless one
will exercise supernatural power over the world, until Jesus retu rns.

6. Future . Living worthy in the family of God means that we
understand the power of evil at work in the world today, knowing that in the
future it will get worse for a time.

7. Jesus Triumphs . We rejoice today because Jesus triumphs over
all His enemies.

68



Living Worthy in the Family of God # EOE OO! OOAIT Al U8

Summary for Today

U We live worthy in the family of God by remembering that
Jesus will return to earth at the right time.

U We live more worthy in the family of God by understanding
that Jesus has all power over the man of lawlessness.

U We live together worthy in the family of God by encouraging
one another to trust in the power of Jesus Christ to triumph
over all evil and all persecution.

Application for Today

Today, we may liveworthy in the family of God by counting upon Jesus
to slay His enemies at the proper time. Will you live worthy in the family of
God today byremembering that Jesus holds our future in His might y hands?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Twenty One
False Wonders Today

How will the man of lawlessness exercise world domination? He will
come in accord with the activity of Satan.

Paul revealed the activity of Satan. The man of lawlessness will exercise
all power and signs and false wonders. He will do those things through the
power of the devil.

The man of lawlessness will exercise world power because the deuvil
empowers him and deceives people using signs and wonders. Therefore,
when people display signs and wonders, do not automatically conclude they
are from God. Many evil beings have supernatural powers.

God used signs and wonders to authenticate the ministries of His
chosen messengers. Some of those signs and wonders were also great
blessings to the people who received them. Other signs indicated great
destruction was coming.
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