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Learning about Godliness

and the Word Today

John started his Gospel in the Beginning, just like Genesis started.
John wrote every word under the inspiration of God, Who breathed out those
words. As we read through the Gospel of John we will see what it means to
live Godly in the family of God.

Only people who have been born from above will ever sedhe kingdom
of God and enter the kingdom of God. No matter how many nice things you
believe about Jesus, unless a day came in your life where you were born
again, then you missed everything God has to say to you. He loves you and
wants you to receive the fee gift of eternal life today.

As we pass through the Gospel of John, we will see that Jesus is the
Word, Who is God, and made all things. We will also see John the Baptist
who prepared the way for Jesus. We will also see Jesus go to a wedding with
His disciples and work a cool miracle. We will also meet the Woman at the
Well, Pallet Man, Man Born Blind, Lazarus, Mary, Martha, and the disciples.
But most of all, we will learn more about Jesus, the Son of God, and His great
love for all people. Yet, He warns everyone that if you disobey the Son of God,
then the wrath of God abides upon you.

Jesus will explain in detail what it means to have eternal life, through
eating His flesh and drinking His blood. Jesus meant that we must spiritually
partake of Him, so that He becomes our life. He teaches us and leads uss
the Great Shepherd, Who laid down His life for the sheep, so that He may
take it up again.
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We will also see Jesus crucified, after preparing His disciples for His
death with explicit prophecies of things to come. Jesus loved His own and
never stops loving His children.

After three days, Jesus arose from the dead. His ministry after His
resurrection continued as before, except that Jesus turned the sorrow of the
disciples into joy, which no one could take away from them.

The Gospel of John closes with Jesus talking to Peter and the other
disciples. He commanded Peter to shepherd His sheep, because Peter loved
Jesus, even after his notorious failures in triplicate. John did not write down
everything Jesus did and said, but John did include every word God wanted
us to know so that we would love Him more.

Two parts of the Gospel of John appearing in many English Bibles have
extremely weak textual support: John 5:4 and John 7:53-8:11. God inspired
only the original autograph of the Bible. Therefore, we have an obligation to
compare manuscripts (copies of the autograph) to see which manuscripts
actually have the text of the original autograph. The textual evidence
indicates those verses were not inthe autograph, but added later. Therefore,
they are not inspired and | omitted them from this work.

As you read through the daily messages, | suggest you ask Jesus to open
your mind so that you will understand each verse in John, one day at a time.
Having understood the verse, | pray that you will love God more and put into
practice the truth He teaches us. May God bless you and may you read and
heed His word.

HALLELUJAH!
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Day One
The Word Today

e Et~he peginning:was:the WWord,

oy —— L

and:the\WWord-was-with-God,

and the Word was God.

Why did John begin his Gospel with A
us to see Jesus as eternal God who took flesh and dwelt among us. While
Matthew, Mark and Luke each wrote just what God inspired them to do, each
of them began their Gospels at different points in time.

John wants us to know several things about the Word. First, in the
beginning was the Word. No matter how far back you go, Jesus will always
be there, because He is eternal ®@d. Therefore John said in the beginning
was the Word.

Second the Word was with God. John reveals the Trinitarian nature of
God in that Jesuswas God and with God at the same time.
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The Word was God. John had this remarkable way ofputting the truth
in simple terms. In this case he proclaimed that Jesus was God, full deity,
just like God the Father.

In The Beginning

1.In the Beginning . As we begin our study of the Gospel of John, we
note that John opened his Gospel byreferencing "In the beginning." John
intended to focus upon the eternality and deity of the Word of God.

2. Genesis . Just as the Book of Genesis opened with the words "In the
beginning,” so also the Holy Spirit moved John to open his Gospel the same
way.

3. Eternal Truth . John revealed three truths about the Word: (a) the
Word was in the beginning--meaning the Word was eternal, without a
starting point and the Word was not created; (b) the Word was with God --
meaning that the one God eternally exists in more than one Person: Father,
Son, Holy Spirit; and (c) the Word was God--declaring the deity of the Word.

4. Shine Forth . John revealed the Word and the Word will shine
forth in glory throughout the Gospel of John.

5.Took Flesh . The Word took flesh and dwelt among men. The Word,
as we will see in John 1:14ff., glorified God by accomplishing the entire plan
of God for His life, death and resurrection.

6. By Faith Alone . Living Godly in the Family of God means the
Word of God has come into our lives because we received Him by faith alone.

7. Eternal Glory . We rejoice today because the Word left His eternal
glory to humble Himself and live among men, giving His life a ransom for
many, like us.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God knowing that in the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we think of
Jesus as the eternal Word.

0 We live mutually Godly in the family o f God when know that
Jesus left the glories of eternity and heaven to die on earth
for us.

Application for Today

Today, we can look back at the beginning to gain insight into today. We
will see Jesus back there, here today, and with us for all eternity. He has
always been God, and He lives with each believer today. Will you live Godly
today by remembering that Jesus has dways been there, and will always be
with us for eternity?

HALLELUJAH !



Day Two
With God Today

We know that the Word was in the beginning with God, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
John started his gospel in the beginning, but not the beginning of God, nor
the beginning of the Word, because neither God nor the Word had a
beginning.

John opened his Gospel with a description of the beginning. The Word
was in the beginning with God. John us
Word, so that we know the Word was aPerson. John will use many words as
symbols of deeper truths. He wrote with simple language to express lofty
concepts.

God revealed toJohn that the Word was already there with God in the
beginning, and was with God, and was God. We have a very nice, simple way
of looking at one God, with three distinct divine Persons. Each Person isGod,
and was with God, all at the same time. Notice that the Bible does not present
three Gods, but one God eternally existing as three Persons: Father, Son,
Holy Spirit.

10



He Was

1.A Person. Writing as God moved him, John revealed that the Word
in John 1:1 was a "He" in John 1:2. In this case, the masculine pronoun
indicates the Word was a Person.

2. Eternal Existence. The Word was in the beginning, existing from
eternity past as "He."

3. Not Created. The Word was not created. God always existed and
God was never created.

4. Created All Things.  The Word created all things. All things except
God were created by God the Word.

5. Elohim.  As God, the Word created all things on earth. Genesis
reveals the creation by Elohim of the heavens and earth. So, we know that
Jesus was included in the term Elohim, because Jesus is God and Creator of
the heavens and earth.

6. We Bow. Living Godly in the family of God means that we bow
before the Word, our Creator, and delight in Jesus our Savior, because they
are One and the same Person.

7. He Took Flesh.  We rejoice today in Jesus, the Word of God. He
always existed, yet took flesh to be our Savior, laying aside His glory.

11



Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God knowing that Jesus
created all things.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we trust Jesus
to keep us, just as He always has been God and with God.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God when we ponder
tha t Jesus was in the beginning with God, and loved us even
then.

Application for Today

Today, tomorrow, and the next day, Jesus will be there. He was in the
beginning with God, and remains with God today. As God, Jesus takes good
care of us each day. Will you live Godly today in the family of God by
remembering that Jesus was in the beginning with God?

HALLELUJAH!

12



Day Three
All Things Today

Have you ever wondered where all the stars came from? Astronomers
discover new galaxies, black holes, and all kinds of new things in space. Other
people talk about string theory, folding time and space, and moving faster
than light.

When | look into the night sky, | see more stars than | can count. The
more | look, the more stars | see. Depending on where you are on our planet,
you can see even more stars with clear air. In the daytime, the sky looks bluer
and the stars at night look more plentiful. You may be able to see the
Northern Lights, the Southern Cross, the North Star, or many other
constellations.

13
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God said He created everything, including the farthest galaxies and the
earth around us. All things came into being through Him, and apart from
Him nothing came into being. So, we know for sure that God had a plan for
all creation, and He created everything just the way He wanted it to be.

All Things

1. The Word C reated All.  The Word created all things. Take a
moment and consider the height, width and depth of that truth.

2. Came Into Being. All things came into being through Him. We
know God created angels, which cannot die. Yet, some of them fell into sin.

3. Power. In my life, when | see how complicated things, people and
life may be, | can always rest in the power of Jesus Christ.

4. Absolute Authority. When | encounter difficult people, | know
that the Word created them all and has absolute authority over every living
being as Creator.

5. Heals. When my friends go in for surgery, | know who created that
body and He knows just how to heal it, according to His good pleasure.

6. Loves. Living Godly in the family of God means that we know the
Word, the Creator of all things, and He loves every member of the family of
God.

7. Worship, Serve, Rejoice. We rejoice today in the Word, God in
the flesh, who made all things, including me, so that | might worship, serve
and rejoice in Him for all eternity.

14



Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God knowing that Jesus
created all things.

U We li ve more Godly in the family of God when we trust Jesus
to keep us, just as He always has been God and with God.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God when we ponder
that Jesus was in the beginning with God, and came to earth
for us.

Applicati on for Today

Today we may look around us and see many things God has created.
We know that all things came into being through God. Will you live Godly in
the family of God today by worshipping God as Creator of all things?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Four
The Light of Men Today

John 1:4

= Himawas life anadhadie
WEE the Light*otamenm=s==

In Jesus was life. As God, He has life in Himself. No one gave life to God. He
gave life to all people who received the life from Him.

Jesus was also the light of men. As the light of men, Jesus was already shining
before He created the earth and before God created the first man, Adam. In Jesus
was the life. He existed before the earth and the first man. Because Jesus is God, He
was theife when He walked in the flesh among men.

| like to use the title for Jesus, Light of Men. He alone provides the words of
eternal life, and He enlightens every man coming into the world. When Jesus took
flesh and dwelt among men, He shone with the gidi@od before them.

As God, Jesus is the spiritual light of men. He is not like the moon that reflects
the light of the sun. Jesus is like the sun, that burns with light from within. The

16
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unlimited light of Jesus shines upon all men. The light of Jesussegpmen and
their deeds. God linked life in Jesus and Jesus as the light of men. Jesus will proclaim
those wonderful truths throughout the Gospel of John.

In HIm Was Life

1. The Word was Life . In the Word was life. As we know, Jesus is
the Word. Jesusdeclared that He had life in Himself.

2. Life in Himself. Jesus created all things and gave life to every
living being. Take a moment and meditate upon the depth of the truth that
Jesus has life in Himself.

3. Light of Men. _ The life in Jesus was the light of men. Jesus directly
connected the life in Himself with the light of men.

4. Life and Light.  We know that God is light, and in Him there is no
darkness at all. Therefore, Jesus gives both life and light to all men.

5. Divine, Supernatural Life. Jesusalso emphasized "the life." The
word "the" here marks the life in Jesus as divine and supernatural. Jesus
makes people alive, and shines light upon every man He created.

6. His Light.  Living Godly in the family of God means that we know
that Jesus gave @ach one of us life, and He shines His light upon our lives.

7.His Life.  We rejoice today in knowing about the life within us. Jesus
gave it to us as a special gift. He put His life in us and shines from within the
believer. Happy Day!

17
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Summary for Toda v

U We live Godly in the family of God because we know that
Jesus was Light and He is the Light of men.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we walk in the
light with Jesus and enjoy the free qift of eternal life in
knowing God.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God when we share
the life and Light of Jesus with other people.

Application for Today

Today see the Light of Jesus shining all around us. He provides life to
all things and sustains our lives with His Light, life and love. Will you live
Godly in the family of God today as you walk in the light and life of Jesus in
you?

HALLELUJAH !

18



Day Five
The Light Shines Today

The Light shife==n the darkness,
and.the darkness.did not
comprehend it.

| have seen attorneys in court completely fail to comprehend what was
happening. One time | saw three appellate justices ask an attorney if he said
a certain phrase during the trial in the lower court. Three times the justices
asked specific questions about what the attorney said and each time the
attorney denied saying such things. The attorney never realized that the
justices were reading to him from the transcripts of the trial, which recorded
his own words verbatim. By the third time, the attorney should have realized
that the justices had the transcript and were reading it to him. That appeal
went very badly for that attorney and the client. My client had a good day on
appeal.

19
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People tend to think that they can live in darkness and tell lies, hoping
other people will believe those lies. They fail to comprehend the truth, even
when it shines upon them.

Jesus said He was the Light shining in the darkness. He shone perfectly
before people. Even so, the people He created did not comprehend the light,
just like the attorney did not comprehend that the justices were reading fro m
the transcript.

The Light Shines

1.The Light was in Jesus. The glorious truth shines. In this case,
the light was in Jesus. The light shines in the darkness.

2. The Light Shines. The darkness here continues the spiritual
theme in the passage. Jesus shines in the darkness.

3. Light Exposes Sins.  Jesus brought light and life to the world in
creation and manifested the light as a man walking on earth. Most people
rejected Jesus because their deeds were evil and they feared the light. The
light of Jesus exposes our sins and shines the way to salvation in Jesus alee.
Jesus loves to forgive sins by faith alone.

4. Darkness did not Comprehend. The darkness did not
comprehend the light. Just because the light from Jesus shines upon a
person does not mean that person comprehends the light.

5. Jesus Brings Light. Jesusloves to bring light into darkness. His
very presence in our lives brings both light and life to all that we are.

6. We Comprehend. Living Godly in the family of God means that
we comprehend the light of Jesus by faith alone. Without saving faith in
Jesus, we live in darkness.

20
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7. We Know Jesus. We rejoice today because we comprehend the
light of Jesus in our lives. By faith alone we know Jesus and enjoy His
presence each day.

Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God knowing that Jesus
created all things.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we trust Jesus
to keep us, just as He always has been God and with God.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God when we ponder
tha t Jesus was in the beginning with God, and has always
been there for us.

Application for Today

Today, the Light still shines in the darkness and the darkness still does
not comprehend it. Will you live Godly in the family of God today by letting
the Light of Jesus shine forth from your words and actions?

HALLELUJAH !

21
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Learning about Godliness

And the Light Today

God sent John the Baptist to testify about the Light. God intended that
all believe through John. John was not the Light, but God sent him to testify
about the Light. The true Light comes into the world and enlightens every
man. The Light made the world, and the Light came into the world. His own
did not receive Him. As many as did receive the Light, God gave them the
power to become the children of God, even to those who believe in His name.
They were born of the will of God. Jesus is the Light.

When the Light came into Cana of Galilee, Jesus attended a wedding.
Mary, His mother, came and told Him that they had run out of wine. J esus
transformed water into wine. Only the servants and a few others knew what
Jesus had done. This work of power was the first sign Jesus performed in
Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.
He then went to Capernaum, along with His mother and His brothers and
His disciples and stayed there a few days.

When the Light went into Jerusalem, Jesus cleansed the temple of
business. He drove out the money changes, along with their oxen, sheep and
doves. He poured aut their coins and overturned their tables. Zeal for His
Fat her 6snsimedhine. Hepoophesied that when the Jews destroy
this temple, in three days He would raise it up. He spoke about the temple of
His body. Many believed in the signs Jesus performed, but they did not all
have saving faith, because they had not been born from above.

22



Day Six
Sent from God Today

There-:cameza.man-sent-from-God.
Wi’*’immﬁ name was John.

John wrote the Gospel of John, but mentioned John the Baptist as
being sent from God. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all mentioned John the
Baptist in their Gospels. Matthew wrote that John the Baptist came,
preaching repentance, for the kingdom of God was at hand. Mark quoted
Isaiah the prophet to introduce John the Baptist as the prophesied one who
would prepare the way for the Messiah. Luke introduced John the Baptist
through his parents, Zacharias and Elizabeth. Only John introduced John
the Baptist as having been sent from (
emphasis upon Godbés activity.

John was not God in the flesh like Jesus, but only aman. The word of
God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. He came into all
the district around the Jordan preaching a baptism of repentance for the

23
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forgiveness of sins. Crowds went out to hear him and be baptized. People
began to wonderif John the Baptist was the Christ, but he denied it and said
that the Messiah was coming, but he was unworthy to untie the thong of His
sandal.

John

1.God Sent. God sent a man. Those words convey great purpose and
meaning.

2. A Man. Not only did Jesus bring life and light into the world, but
God also sent a man.

3. John. The name of the man sent from God was John. Later Jesus
will tell His disciples that He was sending them just as the Father sent Jesus
into the world.

4.Right Time.  As God unfolded His plan of salvation in Jesus by faith
alone, God put the right people in exactly the right places at precisely the
right time.

5. Specific Mission. God sent John on a specific mission for God.

6. He Still Sends.  Living Godly in the family of God means that we
appreciate all the people God sent as part of His plan to bring salvation in
Jesus by faith alone. He still sends people today.

7. His Purposes.  We rejoice today as we meditate upon the wide and
deep plans of God. He sends peop for His purposes, to accomplish His will,
and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and share His love for the world.

24



Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God when we know that God
sends people to prepare hearts to listen to Jesus.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we proclaim
repentance and forgiveness from sins only through Jesus
Christ.

U We live mutually Godly i n the family of God when we know
that God sent every believer to earth for a specific purpose,
including doing the works God prepared beforehand.

Application for Today

Today, we live with purpose, knowing that God sent us to use our
spiritual gifts to His glory. Will you live Godly in the family of God today by
fulfilling Godds purpose in sending you

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Seven
Walk in the Light Today

John the Baptist came as a withess. God sent Him to testifyabout the
Light, so that all might believe through Him. Faith makes all the difference,
but not just any kind of faith about anything you choose to believe. Your faith
must be in the Light, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus came to earth and took flesh for a vey specific purpose. He came
to give His soul a ransom for many. Jesus certainly healed many people and
cast out many demons. He also fed people, and proclaimed the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to the poor.

Jesus died because we are all sinners. The wages ofrsis death, so that
we all deserve the death penalty. Yet, God loves us and offers us the free gift
of eternal life. We receive that free gift by faith alone. We believe that Jesus
died for our sins, and He forgave us. We now have peace with God having
been justified by faith alone.

26



All Might Believe

1.God6s Pdocadhas a plan for all to believe. What a wonderful
plan.

2. God Sent John.  As part of that plan, God sent John to testify about
the Light (Jesus Christ).

3. Independent Witness. John served as an independent withess
to the Light. Not only would Jesus Himself proclaim that He was the Light,
but John would bear identical testimony even before Jesus began His public
ministry.

4. Preparing the Way. John would testify to the Light by preparing
the way for the Light. People must be spiritually prepared by God for the
Light.

5. All Might Believe. Notice that the withess bears testimony about
the Light so that all might believe. The plan of God remains the same today.
As believers, we serve as witesses to the Light by bearing testimony to the
Light so that all might believe in Him.

6. Bearing Testimony. Living Godly in the family of God means that
we serve as witnesses bearing testimony to the Light so that all might believe.

7. Faithful Testimon y. We rejoice today because God uses faithful
witnesses to bear faithful testimony concerning the Light so that all might be
saved.

27
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Summary for Today

U Welive Godly in the family of God whe
for everyone to believe in Jesus for salvation and life.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we seek
opportunities to be a witness to testify about the Light.

0 We live mutually Godly in the family of God when both our
actions and our words testify about the Light and people
believe because of our Godly testimony.

Application for Today

Today, we are living testimonies to the grace and love of God. At times
our testimony shines brightly for Christ Jesus, and other times we bring
shame upon His name. But each day we have a new opportunity to walk and
testify. Will you live Godly in the family of God today by testifying with your
actions and words about the forgiveness of sins and salation in Jesus Christ?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Eight
Not the Light Today

John 1:8

Claz15 O (12 Ele|rlE= o E flek ezlpmle

toMEStiyabputtherltight:

John the Baptist never got too big for his britches. He knew he was not
the Light, but that he came to testify about the Light. Even so, Jesus said that
no one born of women was greater than John the Baptist. By fulfilling the life

mission that God gave to each one we complete the work He has given us to
do.

Jesus now abides in each believer. Indeed, we have been sealed with
the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption. God has empowered us to use our
spiritual gifts to accomplish the life mission given by God to each one of us.
Only when we keep the perspective that we are not the Light, but withnesses
of the Light can we live Godly in the family of God.

| have seen people vino seem confused about who § the Light. Jesus is
the only Light and Life of Men. His Father sanctified Him and sent Him into

29
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the world to save people by grace through faith. We will never be the Light,
nor the Savior, nor Jesus. We are His servants, messegers, children, and
friends, but we must never forget He is our Lord, Master, Savior, King, Priest,
Word, and eternal God. Being great in the eyes of God means we are the
servant of all.

Testify about The Light

1.Johnds Rlbha'space in the plan of God was to be clearly
distinguished from the Light (Jesus Christ).

2.Goddos | reven sof God intended that John testify about the
Light.

3. John Came into Beinag. John 1:3 and John 1:6 contain the Greek
word for "came into being." John "came into being" so that God could send
him into the world on a mission.

4. John Recognized Jesus. John never claimed to be the Light, but
exalted the Light (Jesus Christ) above himself because John recognized
Jesus as the Messiah, the Bmb of God Who takes away the sin of the world,
God in the flesh.

5. John Testified. Testifying means we speak the truth about what
we know. We can only testify to facts we know; otherwise, our testimony may
be false.

6.1 Testify. Living Godly in the fa mily of God means that | have been
sent by God to testify about the Light, Jesus Christ.

7. The Light Appeared. We rejoice today because the Light
appeared and shines in the darkness; Jesus shines always as the only Savior
of all mankind. As believers, we know Him and can testify about the Light.

30
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Sum mary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God as we testify to others that
we are not the Light, but we testify to the Light.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we are not
confused about who is the Master and who is the servant of
the Master.

U We live m utually Godly in the family of God when we present
powerful, clear testimony to the Light, emphasizing Jesus
the Light, without putting the spotlight on ourselves.

Application for Today

Today, we can testify to the Light, while making it clear we are not the
Light. Will you live Godly in the family of God by letting the Light shine in
your life, without any selfish ambitions?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Nine

The True Light Today

Thara was ine irue Liojplyilicaaee ngligle
Into the worldiFemiigntens every man.

As the Light, Jesus enlightens every man. Although the Light shone
perfectly in the world, the darkness did not comprehend it. In fact, Jesus
created all things and the majority of His human creations did not recognize
Him, worship, and turn to Him for salvati on. John will spend time
developing this theme of people rejecting Jesus. In our verse for today, John
emphasized that Jesus was the true light.

The true Light has a particular purpose: to enlighten every man. We
know that light travels as waves with photons. When light falls upon an
object, we see colors and shapes. Only some light waves are visible to the
human eye. When the Light of Jesus falls upon a person, it enlightens every
man.
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When Jesus shone as Light upon the earth, men loved darknessather
than Light, for their deeds were evil. Other people may claim to be light from
God, but the devil disguises himself as an angel of light. Indeed, even now
many anti-Christs have gone out into the world. Yet, Jesus was the true Light,
and He enlightens every man. In God there is no darkness at all.

Enlightens Every Man

1. The True Light. The true Light enlightens every man. We have
already seen that the Light shines in the darkness.

2. llluminates. Notice the word "true." The Holy Spirit chose that
word "true" as a special designation of the Light. God is truth, speaks the
truth, and never lies, just as there is no darkness in God at all. Jesus is God.
This Light shines the truth everywhere. It illuminates humans with the truth
shining forth from God Who is truth.

3. Enlightens.  Now we see God draw a special relationship between
the true Light and humans. The true Light enlightens all humans.

4. Shines. In other verses, this same Greek word translated
"enlightens” means to shine upon. As we see here in John 1:9, the true Light
shines upon all men, but it does not mean all men go to heaven. Salvation
always rests upon faith in Christ alone.

5. Exposes Sin.  As the true Light shines upon all men, men will
decide what happens next and how they will respond to the truth. The Light
exposes our sins, but also blazes the path of salvation by gree alone through
faith.

6. Shines Forth.  Living Godly in the family of God means that we
enjoy the true Light that shines upon us, because the true light came to shine
forth upon men.

7.We Know. We rejoice today in the true Light because Jesus Christ
came into the world to shine truth upon all men. By His grace, He saved us
in truth so that we know the true Light and love Him forever.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God as we know that the true
Light enlightens every man.

U We live mo re Godly in the family of God when we let the true
Light shine from our lives.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of the God when we see
Jesus enlighten lives around us.

Application for Today

Today, Jesus enlightens all men. Will you live Godly in the family of
God today by seeing Jesus enlighten people around you?

HALLELUJAH !

34



Day Ten
In the World Today

Have you ever failed to recognize someone? For many years | sat at a
beach every day and talked with people from all over the world. As | met
people, | knew that many of them were just visitors and | would never see
them again.

At other times, | met people and we became friends for years. At times,
when | had not seen someone for a long time, that person would walk up to
me and greet me by name. As | searched my mind to put a name to the face
before me, | came up blank. At times, | am sure that it showed on my face,
because they would remind me of how | knew them. My mind forgets more
and more as | get older and older.

Jesus came to earth and took human flesh. The Creator of the world,
and all things in it, was Jesus. When He walked through Israel, the very
people He created did not know Him. Those same people claimed to be the
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people of God, and worshipped God in the temple in Jerusalem and attended
feasts, offered sacrifices, and tried to keep the OldTestament Law. Even so,
the vast majority of those people never knew the God of the Old Testament,
Who was Jesus.

Did Not Know Him

1. Inthe World . Did the world know Jesus? No, Jesus came into the
world, but the world did not know Him. Jesus was in the wo rld, having taken
flesh and walked among men.

2. Jesus Made the World . Jesus made all things that came into
existence. He was before all things and created all things, except God. God
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit all participated in creation.

3. Only Jesus Took Flesh . God the Father and God the Holy Spirit
did not die on the cross. Only Jesus took flesh and gave His soul on the cross
so that He might redeem sinners like us. No one took the life of Jesus away
from Him; He laid it down and He took it up again by His authority.

4. Did Not Know Him . Jesus described eternal life as knowing God,
and Jesus Christ Whom He sent. When Jesus came into the world, having
created the people of Israel, they did not know Him.

5. Knowing God . Knowing Jesus means that you know God the
Father Who sanctified Jesus and sent Him into the world. If you know God
the Father, then you will know God the Son. You cannot know one without
knowing the other.

6. Loving God . Living Godly in the family of God me ans if you know
God the Father, then God the Father will reveal God the Son to you. God the
Father and God the Son love you, and created the plan of salvation based
upon that love for sinners like us.
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7. Creator . We rejoice today because Jesus created all thgs, and
gave His life so that we would not go to the Lake of Fire for all eternity. He
bore all our sins on the cross, so that we might live for Him and know Him.

Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God as we walk with the
Creator each day

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we know our
Creator better each day.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God when know that
God created us to live with Him forever, as the family of God.

Application for Today

Today, we know the Creator by faith. He opened our hearts to
understand His sacrificial love for us. Will you live Godly today as you walk
in the love of your Creator?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Eleven

Did Not Receive Him Today

John 1:11

recejive Him.

Have you ever beenreally disappointed by someone? We expect a
person to be nice to us, and then they act very badly. We expect someone to
be glad to see us, and they could not care less about us. We have all kinds of
expectations and hopes about people, but they often failus in one way or
another. Except we are all the kind of people who let other people down from
time to time.

Jesus knows all things. He knows the thought in every heart, and He
knows how people will react to Him. At times, when people disappoint us,
we give up on them and decide not to go any further with them. Yet, Jesus
knew exactly that the very people He created would reject Him. The people
He loved hated Him.
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Jesus came to His own people on earth. God called the Jews a people
for His own possession. He gave them the Law, the Temple, Covenants, and
many other blessings, but they rejected Him. Even so, He loved them and
gave His life on the cross for everyone on earth. But only those people who
accept become the children of God who live in the family of God.

His Own

1.God -Man. John presented Jesus as the eternal Word, Who clothed
Himself with flesh through the womb of Mary, and lived among men as a
man. Jesus is the Godman.

2. Creator.  Jesus, however, never ceased from being God, the Creator
of all things.

3. Savior.  As the Creator of all men, He walked among men, teaching
with amazing authority, healing the sick, casting out demons, and bringing
salvation to everyone who received Him as Savior by faith alone, according
to the Scriptures.

4. His Ow n. His own creations, and particularly His own chosen
people of Israel, did not receive Him.

5. Unbelief.  The tragedy of unbelief lies with people who never knew
God, but consider themselves children of God by birth or works or both.

6. Rejected. Living Godly in the family of God means that we
recognize that the Jews as a group rejected Jesus, even though He was a Jew
and the Creator of all people and the One and Only Messiah of Israel. Because
of their unbelief, we as Gentiles were grated into the program of God; one
day, by faith, Israel too will look upon Jesus Whom they pierced and will
mourn. Then they will receive salvation by faith alone.

7.We Receive Him.  We rejoice today in the plans of God, saturated
with grace poured out upon sinners like us. By grace we receive Jesus, and
know Him as God our Savior.
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Summary for  Today

U We live Godly in the family of God when we understand that
many people will not receive Jesus, their Creator.

U We live more Godly in the family of God as we share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ with unbelievers.

u We live mutually Godly in the family of God as we remember

that we all rejected Jesus before He adopted us into His
family by His love, grace and mercy.

Application for Today

Today, we know that God loves the people who reject Him today and
Jesus died for their sins. Will you live Godly today as you share the love of
Jesus Christ with the people around you who reject Him as Savior?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Twelve
Children of God Today

IV s rs e ‘_."j" &8 W

Why would Jesus let you into heaven? Many people have many
answers to that question. One woman told me that she loved animals and
that would be the reason God would let her into heaven. Most often | hear
people say that they have been pretty good and so God should let them into
heaven.

Jesus gave very clear teaching regarding getting into heaven. He said
you must believe in His name. He meant that you must be born again, so that
you become a child of God. Only by believing in His nhame can you become a
child of God.

Therefore, we know that without being born into the family of God, you
have no hope of getting into heaven. But Jesus loves you and wats you to
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receive the free gift of eternal life right now. You can always trust Jesus to
tell you the truth and never lie to you. He said if you receive Him today, then

you will be born again into the family of God. If you confess Jesus as Lord
with your mouth and believe in your heart that Jesus died on the cross to pay
the death penalty for your sins, and that God raised Him from the dead, you

will be saved, right now.

The Free Gift

1. Free Gift. Salvation has always been a free gift of God. Salvation
has many aspects and many wonderful blessings.

2. The Right.  One blessing of salvation brings the right to become the
children of God. Notice the word "right.” The Greek word means power,
authority , military power to command, power in teaching, just to name a few.
Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth.

3. Children of God. Therefore, we know that Jesus gives the power
and legal right to be children of God. We tend to overlook the full and varied
blessings of being a child in the family of God. We love to see the promises of
Jesus for all believers.

4. Only Believers.  Only believers receive the gift of the right to join
the family of God. Jesus preached that most people enter into the broadgate
leading to destruction. Few have faith to receive the free gift of God.

5. His Name. Finally, "the Name" ("hashem" OT Hebrew) identifies
Jesus as Yahweh of the Old Testament, and the only Savior sent from God as
God in the flesh.

6. Worship.  Living Godly in the family of God means that we bow our
hearts in worship that God gave us the free gift of the right to become
children of God, with all the attendant blessings of living in His family.

7. Christ of God.  We rejoice today because we live in thefamily of
God, because we believe in the name of Jesus, the Christ of God, and received
the free gift, with all its blessings and powers.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God because we received Jesus
as Savior by faith alone.

u We live mo re Godly when we praise God for the free gift of
salvation in Jesus alone.

U We live mutually Godly as we know that God has adopted
all born -again believers into the family of God.

Application for Today

Today, we know that we are members of the family of God by faith,
because we received Jesus as Savior. Will you live Godly in the family of God
today knowing that you are part of the family of God that spans millennia
and includes people from all over the world who share the same family with
you?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Thirteen
Born Today

nor of eIl of the flesh
norrofithe will"of man.
butef*(God.

How are we born into the family of God? Jesus explained that no one
entered the family of God by the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man. Jesus
declared that only by the will of God can a person enter the family of God.

Every born-again believer enters the family of God at the moment of
spiritual birth. They become a child of God and members of the family of
God. Only by the will of God do peopleenter the family of God.

God does not will for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance
and receive His Son, Jesus, as Savior. If God is not willing for any to perish,
then will everyone go heaven? No, Jesus said that we must receive Him as
Savior in order to go to heaven.
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The Will of God
1.The Children of God. John has revealed that God gives believers

the right to become children of God, and such we are.

2. Will of God.  Next, John linked (a) being born into the family of
God with (b) the will of God.

3. Not Born of Blood. John emphasized that we are not born of
blood. It appears he meant that human bloodlines (genealogy) had nothing
to do with being born into the famil y of God. Being a Jewish descendant by
the blood of Abraham never brings salvation.

4. Not Born of Flesh. John also declared that we were not born by
an act of the flesh. The Holy Spirit made the point here that your fleshly birth
had nothing to do with being born into the family of God.

5. Family of God.  John also proclaimed that human will had nothing
to do with being born into the family of God.

6. Selected. Living Godly in the family of God means that we know
that only the will of God caused us to be born into the family of God. He
selected me to be born into His family.

7. Gracious Love.  We rejoice today in knowing that God chose each
child in His family. Not one of us deserved to be chosen by God, but He
lavished His gracious love upon us and gave us the right to become children
of God by faith alone. Even our faith is a gift of God, so that no one mg boast.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God by the will of God.

U We live more Godly in the family of God as we act like the
children of God.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God as look upon
other believers as born of t he will of God, just as we were.

Application for Today

Today, we know that we are in the family of God by His will, not our

own. Will you live Godly in the family of God today by treating all other
believers as children of God?

HALLELUJAH !
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Learning about Godliness

and Flesh Today

God opened the Gospel of John with the revelation that the Word was
in the beginning with God and was God. God then described the Light, who
came into the world. God then revealed how the Word became flesh and
dwelt among people.

The Word is Jesus, and He was full of grace and truth. The disciples
testified that they saw the glory of the only begotten of the Father in Jesus,
the Word.

God sent John the Baptist and he testified about Jesus. John the
Baptist proclaimed that Jesus was the One who came after Him, but has a
higher rank than John, because Jesus existed before John, even though he
was born of Mary after John was born of Elizabeth. When the religious
establishment asked John about who he was, John saidhe was the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, fAMake str
Isaiah the prophet. John baptized with water, but declared that he was
unworthy to loosen the thongs on the sandals of Jesus.

John saw Jesus and sa d : ABehold, the Lamb of C
the sin of the world!o John said he di
baptizing with water so that Jesus may be manifested to Israel. John said he
saw the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven and He remined on Jesus.

God said, AHe upon whom you see the Spi
t

Hi m, He i s the one Who baptizes with h
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Day Fourteen

We Saw His Glory Today

Have you seen the glory of God? Jesus explained that if you hadeen
Him, then you had seen God the Father. Jesus also said that God is spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.

John explained that the Word that was with God, and was God, became
flesh. Therefore, we know that Jesus was Godwho became flesh and lived
among men. He did not shine with the visible glory of God, but He glorified
God in all that He did. He did not seek His own glory, but the glory of God
the Father Who sent Jesus into the world.

When Jesus took flesh, He was bornof the virgin Mary. The Holy Spirit
caused Mary to conceive Jesus in her womb. Jesus grew up in size and
wisdom. He was truly a man, and also God at the same time. He was the God
Man. As the God-Man, Jesus was unique, like no other before Him or after
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Him. Although all believers are children of God, God the Father called Jesus
His unique Son, because He had always been Gadlnever born, never
created, but always God.

The Word Became Flesh

1.Took Flesh. This verse revealed the identity of the Word in John
1:1. Only Jesus was God Who took flesh and was born, lived and died, as a
human. He is also the first fruit of the resurrection.

2. Dwelt among Men. Jesus, the Word, also dwelt among men. The
Word actually means He "tabernacled" among men, similar to God's
presence in the Old Testament tabernacle.

3. We Beheld. John revealed many things about the glory of God.
Here, the Holy Spirit revealed that the disciples and others beheld the glory
of the Word, even when the Word was clothed with real human flesh.

4. Only Begotten.  The glory they saw was the glory of God, shining
through the only begotten from the Father, as He did the works of His Father.
This term "only begotten" means unique, one of a kind, and does not mean
the Word was born of the Father; the Word always existed, with God and as
God.

5. Grace and Truth. The Word, dwelling among men, was full of
grace and truth, just like you would expect God to be. By grace Jesus took
flesh to give His soul a ransom for many. Jesus proclaimed that He was the
way, the truth and the life, the only way to the Father.

6. Glory of God. Living Godly in the family of God means that we
worship Jesus because He is God, Who took flesh, dwelt among men, and
displayed the glory of God, full of grace and truth.

7. Faith in _Him. We rejoice today because Jesus laid aside the
majesty of heaven to live and die for lowly people, sinners, condemned by
sin, so that by faith in Him, we might enjoy eternity with Him, living in peace.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God when we see the glory of
Jesus.

U We live more Godly in the family of God as we see Jesus full
of grace and truth in our lives.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God as we see the
glory, grace and truth of Jesus in the lives of other members
of the family of God.

Application for Today

Today, we may see the glory of Jesus in the lives of people born again
by the will of God. Will you live Godly in the family of God today by living in
the grace and truth of Jesus in your life?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Fifteen
Higher Rank Today

--"*‘-"’John test' j Him and Tred*out, saying,
= N EYWE ffissaid,. He who comes
SReYyime has asigher rank than [,
forrHeexisted before me.”

When was Jesus born? As God, Jesus was never born, but has always
existed. As man, Jesuswas born in Bethlehem about 2000 years ago. Eternal
God, Jesus, took flesh and lived among people on earth.

John the Baptist testified that Jesus existed before him. John meant
that even though his mother gave birth to him before Mary gave birth to
Jesus, Jesus existed before John. As God, Jesus always existed and John
knew that fact.

John also testified that Jesus had a higher rank than John. In other
words, because Jesus was God, John knew that Jesus was infinitely higher in
rank that John. You may recall that Jesus said that among those born of
women, no one was greater than John the Baptist. Therefore, we understand
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that John meant that Jesus was truly God in the flesh, the God-Man, fully
God and fully human.

Grace upon Grace

1. Spiritual __Activity.  John then continued his revelation of Jesus
dwelling among men. The Holy Spirit used John to reveal more than the
physical acts of Jesus. John saw the spiritual activity of God in the Person
and works of Jesus.

2. Fullness.  John first described the "fullness" of Jesus. This term
"fullness” was used in Colossians 2:9 to describe the fullness of deity dwelling
in bodily form in Jesus. John meant that the disciples and others received
the presence and blessing of God by receiving Jesus as Savior ¢hn 1:12).
We become partakers of His divine nature (2 Peter 1:4).

3. We Received. We must not overlook the importance of receiving
Jesus into our spiritual lives. We "received" emphasized a completed act,
with nothing left behind or omitted. When we rece ive Jesus by faith alone,
Jesus, the fullness of God, comes into our lives.

4. Grace Upon Grace.  John also revealed that we received "grace
upon grace." The word "upon" is literally "anti" here. | think of ocean waves
rolling to the beach. | am seeing them as | write this study. One wave follows
the next wave. So grace comes from Jesus. He bestows one blessing of grace
after another. We receive one free gift of grace after another. Consider also
Barnabas who had spiritual eyes to see the grace of Goat work in Antioch
(Acts 11:23).
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5. Gifts of Grace.  In my life today, | have seen many wonderful gifts
of grace from God. He helps me with His grace all day, every day.

6. Presence of Jesus.  Living Godly in the family of God means that
| have received the fullness of Jesus as God and | enjoy grace upon grace in
my life every day. Every member of the family of God enjoys the same
presence of Jesus and grace upon grace.

7.He Lives in Me.  We rejoice today as people who have received the
fullness of Jesus Christ. He lives in me and | receive grace after grace, wave
upon wave, gift after gift all day long--all from Jesus.

Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God when we recognize that
Jesus has a higher rank than we do and that He existed
before us.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we honor Jesus
as God with our lives.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God knowing that
Jesus outranks all of us, and we should always listen to Him.

Application for Today

Today, we may humble ourselves before Jesus, our God and Savior,
who existed before us. Will you live Godly in the family of God today knowing
Jesus who «isted before all of us?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Sixteen
As He Walked Today

Do you love to do things your way? Many people love freedom to do
their own thing in their own way. They want to kill babies in the womb, have
sex with anyone at any time they want, and worship anyone or anything at
any time. They want to say whatever theyfeel like saying and earn money
doing anything that pays.

Jesus completely rejected lifestyles that reject Him. He offered
freedom based upon eternal truths. If a person says that they abide in Jesus,
then that person ought to walk in the same manner that Jesus walked. In
other words, if Jesus lives in you by faith, then Jesus ought to control you.
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So many people today hate the idea of control. They think that someone
Acontrollingo them means they no | ongel
such ideas. Jesus commanded every believer to let Him control the life of
every believer. He promised an abundant life for doing so.

The Same Manner

1. Walk Equals Talk . Do we say we love Jesus but do not walk like
Jesus? We ought to walk like Jesus each day.John taught us about love
perfected. He also taught us aout the importance of matching walk with
talk.

2. Ought To Walk . Jesus expects us to do what He commaned us.
We "ought" to walk in the same manner He walked. Ought implies an
obligation or duty.

3. Power and Obedience . God commanded us to do many things.
Yet, God never commanded us to do things we are incapable of doing. With
every command, God also provides the spiritual power to fulfill that
command. So, when God says walk like Jesus, He promises the power to walk
like Jesus all day, every day. What we do with the infinite power of God
remains our choice. We can obey amd | i\
own thing, and reject His power and purpose for our lives. Power and
obedience go hand in hand.

4. Learning . In order to walk like Jesus, | need to learn from the Bible
how Jesus walked through life. | can read about His life in the Old Testament
and the New Testament.

5. Bible Truth . I frequently hear my friends tell me about things in
the Bible, but those things are not in the Bible. Most often my friends saw a
movie or a video and never realized many things in the movie or video were
never in the Bible. They know so little about the Bible that they have no idea
when movies or other things add to or subtract from the Bible. Remember
that the devil wants to tell us what Jesus was like, but he lies about Jesus. We
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should never accept movies or videos at fae value, but compare them to the
Bible to see if they are true.

6. Bible Study . Living joyfully in the family of God means that we
walk like Jesus. We spend time reading the Bible and talking with Jesus.
Praying while you read the Bible really helps youunderstand what Jesus says
in the Bible.

7. Ought To Rejoice . We rejoice today because Jesus promised us
joy when we walk with Him. He did not exclude times of sorrow, suffering
and pain, but He promised joy. We live in joy by walking as Jesus walked.
Walking like Jesus brings me peace and joy, because | ought to walk like Him.
| abide in Him as | talk like Him and | walk like Him.

Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God because we have all
received the fullness of Jesus.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we live in grace
upon grace.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God when we

recognize that all believers have received grace upon grace,
because we have all received the fullness of Jesus.

Application for Today

Today, we can live in the fullness of Jesus abiding in us. Will you live
Godly in the family of God today by walking in grace upon grace?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Seventeen

Grace and Truth Realized Today

e

tE) e e SN LSS GBS T OUOVIOSES,
grace andtruthveresealized
throughdesuas Christ.

Why did God give the Law to Moses? The sacrifices under the Law
served as a reminder year by year of how sinful people were. The Law is holy,
righteous and good. Yet, by the works of the Law no one would be justified.

What the Law could not do, Jesus did. Grace and truth were realized
through Him. When He died on the cross, the Just for the unjust, He laid
down His soul as a ransom for many. No one took His life from Him, but He
laid it down on His own initiative.

In the Old Testament and in the New Testament, salvation was always
by faith in God alone. Abraham rejoiced to see the day of Jesus, and saw it
and was glad. Yet, before Abraham was, Jesus existed as God from eternity
past.

In the fullness of time Jesus was born of a virgin and grace and truth
came to fulfilment in Him. John saw His glory, full of grace of truth. Jesus
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walked among men as a real man, but totally God as well. Jesus brought
Godbs | ove for His creations to earth
and for all, so that all the requirements of the Law were fulfilled in Him. He

Who knew no sin become sin for us, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him. We have died to sin, and now live to
righteousness, all because of Jesus f ol
by the Holy Spirit.

The Law Was Given

1. Contrast . John contrasted: (a) the Law given through Moses and
(b) grace and truth realized through Jesus Christ.

2. Law Through Moses. Notice the Law "was given" through Moses.
Moses received the Law ordainedthrough angels by the agency of a mediator
(Moses himself). The Law was added because of transgressions and could
never make anyone righteous.

3. Direct Revelation. Moses did not create the Law. Moses received
the Law as a direct revelation from God.

4. Holy, Righteous, Good. So, the Law could never bring
righteousness and salvation, although it was holy, righteous and good.

5. Grace and Truth Realized. Notice that grace and truth were
"realized" through Jesus Christ. The same root word for "came into being"
appears here as "realized." We could translate the verse as "grace and truth
came into being through Jesus Christ." He is the promised Savior, the
Redeemer. Please recall that John 1:14 revealed Jesus the Word was full of
grace and truth, and John 1:16 revealed that we have all received of His
fullness.

6. Saved from Sins.  Living Godly in the family of God means that
we worship and praise Jesus because He manifested grace and truth in the
flesh and fulfilled the requirements of the Law. Jesus saved us from our sins
by grace through faith. He is the truth, the way and the life.
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7. Every Scripture Fulfilled. We rejoice today because Jesus
fulfilled every Scripture regarding His death, burial and resurrection. He
brought grace and truth into our lives as only He could. What a wonderful
Savior, full of grace and truth.

Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God as we enjoy the grace and
truth of Jesus Christ each day.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we no longer
live under the Law, but in the freedom of the perfect law of
liberty in Jesus our Lord.

U  We live mutually Godly in the family of God as we extend

the grace and truth of Jesus to every other member of the
family of God.

Application for Today

Today, we may cal l our siblings
you live Godly in the family of God today by sharing the grace and truth of
Jesus with other people today?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Eighteen
The Bosom of the Father Today

e e ean God at

No one has seen God at any time. In the physical world, we see things
as light reflects from the object into our eyes. Inside our eyes, cells interpret
the light waves striking our retinas inside our eyes. We have rods in our eyes
that help us see small things and details. The cones in our eyes help us see
colors. Neither rods nor cones, created by God, help us see God with our
physical eyes.

God is spirit. You cannot see spirits with your physical eyes, but it does
not mean they are not there. God is everywhee, all the time. You cannot go
somewhere and escape the Spirit of God.

When Jesus took flesh and lived among men, God revealed to some
people that Jesus was God, the Word in flesh. God became a man, but
without sin. Because Jesus was really God and reaill man, when people
looked at Jesus with their physical eyes, they saw God in Jesus, and Jesus as
God, whether they knew it or not.
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Jesus explained the Father. Jesus has always been in the bosom of the
Father. For all eternity, Jesus and the Father have alvays been supremely
close. The Father sanctified Jesus and sent Him into the world. The Father
used Jesus to explain Himself to the world. Jesus was the only begotten,
unique Son of God.

He Has Explained Him Today

1.Not Seen. No one has seen God. You might pause and ponder that
idea. Because God is spirit, our physical eyes cannot perceive Him. Because
of His holy, radiant glory, we cannot look upon Him.

2. God Seeks. Yet, God seeks people to know Him and worship Him.
Becaus we cannot see Him, He must reveal Himself to us.

3. Jesus Reveals. God has revealed Himself in many ways. In these
last days, He has revealed Himself through Jesus. Jesus, in turn, reveals the
Father to us.

4. Jesus Manifests.  Jesus has explained the Rther. The root idea is
to lead out, to manifest openly. Jesus perfectly revealed the Father.

5. Only Begotten.  Jesus perfectly revealed the Father because: (a)
Jesus is the only begotten (unique, not born) God; and (2) Jesus is in the
bosom of the Father. Only Jesus could reveal the Father in the way Jesus did.
The Father and Son enjoy a unique, eternal, loving relationship, with no
fighting between them, ever.

6. We See God. Living Godly in the family of God means that we see
the unseeable God, becausdesus, the only begotten God, has explained the
Father, and He did so from the bosom of His Father.

7. We Know Jesus and the Father. We rejoice today because we
know Jesus and the Father by faith alone. We believe the truth about Jesus
Who explained the Father to us. They both love us dearly.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God when we hear Jesus
explaining the Father to us.

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we see Jesus
in the bosom of the Father.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God when we all hear
Jesus, see Jesus, and walk with Jesus each day.

Application for Today

Today, we may see Jesus, hear Jesus and walk with Jesus. Will you live
Godly in the family of God today by walking with Jesus, fixing your gaze upon
the author and perfector of our faith, and listening to Him because He has
the words of eternal life?

HALLELUJAH !
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Day Nineteen

The Testimony of John Today

ETfio ask him,
\he=are:you?”

Testimony in court makes all the difference. Much of what people say
outside of court amounts to hearsay and cannot be admitted in court.
Witnesses in court can be crossexamined and probed for the truth.
Therefore, witnesses available for crossexamination in court may provide a
better view of the truth.

One day the Jews in Jerusalem sent a man to inquire of John the
Baptist. They knew that first -hand testimony would be important. They had
taken notice of the all the things John was doing, and the crowds coming out
to see him.

They started with a simple question: AWho are you?0 God
that question because it is important for everyone bearing witness to Jesus.
We must always remember that people want to know who we are so that they
can evaluate our testimony to them. If we are talking about Jesus as Savio,
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then we can expect people to be aski

ready to give an answer from Scripture.

Who Are You?

1. Simple Questions. Simple words can plumb the depths of our
lives. Simple questions evoke searching inquiries within us.

2. Who Are You? John the Baptist faced a simple question, with
simple words, "Who are you?" John knew precisely who he was, what answer
to give, and how to present testimony for Jesus Christ.

3. Priests and Levites.  We can always learn great things by reading
the Bible. John the Baptist understood that the Jews in Jerusalem had sent
priests and Levites to ask that simple question.

4. Who Asked and Why. Before we answer a question, we often do
well to consider who asked and why. Motives behind questions dten matter.

5. More Questions.  John the Baptist will provide an answer that will
only provoke more questions. Questions always deserve our attention, even
if we do not answer them. You may recall that Jesus declined to answer more
than once.

6. Truthful Answer. Living Godly in the family of God means that
we expect people to ask questions. We can also expect people to ask us, "Who
are you?" We should be ready with just the right, truthful answer.

7. Children of God.  We rejoice today because every beliger knows
we are children of God, and permanent members of His family. We know
how to let people know we are in the family of God and they too can be
adopted into it by faith alone.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God as we expect people to ask
us fAWho are you?o0

U We live more Godly in the family of God when we have a clear
understanding of why people would ask us that question.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God as we remember
that everyone in the family of God must live as if people are
answering questions about Jesus by looking at our lives and
the way we live before them.

Application for Today

Today, we expect people to ask wus:

those exact words, but they will want to know why we are proclaiming Jesus
to them. Will you live Godly in the family of God today by letting people know
who you are by the way you live for Jesus each day?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Twenty
| Am Not the Christ Today

John the Baptist confessed Jesus.Confession means that you say the
same words that God says. You tell the truth. You obey God because He
commands us to always tell the truth. When we do not tell the truth, we lie,
whether we know it or not.

The Jews in Jerusalem sent priests andLevites to John to question him
and his ministry preparing the way for the Messiah. Those Jews were very
concerned about their own position and the crowds going out to hear Jesus.
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Jesus did not choose the priests and the Levites to proclaim thearrival
of Messiah in the flesh. In fact, God rejected those groups because they
claimed to know God, but never knew God at all. If they had known God, then
they would have recognized Jesus and accepted Him as the Messiah sent by
God to the world and honored Him. They also would have loved Jesus if they
loved the Father who sent Him.

When the Jews asked John, AWho are vy
not deny Jesus. During the course of church history, many people have
denied Jesus over the centuries. In fact, Jesus predicted that Peter would
deny Him three times in one night. Peter later swore and cursed that he did
not know Jesus. Even so, Jesus still loved Peter and put him right back into
service to tend the lambs of Jesus. In contrast, John the Baptist did not deny
Jesus, but confessed Jesus.

Confessed and Did Not Deny

1.John Confessed.  John the Baptist confessed to priests and Levites
asking, "Who are you?" This same root word for "confessed" means to say
the same words.

2. Not The Christ.  So, hereJohn the Baptist says the truth, the same
words, that God says. John had perfect clarity about himself. He was not the
Christ and confessed the same.

3. Did Not Deny. Notice also that John the Baptist did not deny
anything. Confessing Christ stands opposie of denying Christ. At many
points, we must make an immediate decision about confessing the truth or
denying the truth.

4. The Truth.  Notice too that John the Baptist told the truth about
himself, to the very people who sought him to answer about the Christ.
People are still seeking Jesus today. It matters what we say to them.
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5. Messenger.  Confessing that we are not the Christ remains vitally
important. No matter how large our ministry in geography or numbers, we
are never the Christ, but a messenger 6 Christ, testifying about Him.

6. Confess, Not Deny.  Living Godly in the family of God means that
we confess Christ and never deny Him. We always confess that we are not
the Christ.

7. Jesus, The Christ.  We rejoice today because we love to confess
Jesusas the Christ, never denying Him, but always denying ourselves.

Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God as we confess Jesus before
people.

U We live more Godly in the family of God as we do not deny

Him.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God as we confess
Jesus as one family living before people as the children of
God.

Application for Today

Today, we may confess Jesus and not deny Him. Will you live Godly in
the family of God today while you confess Jesus to the peoplearound with
your words and actions? You confess Jesus and walk in the Light and not
cause my family members in Christ to stumble. What we do today will affect
them for good or for bad. Our choices today ripple into other lives. Will you
rejoice today with choices you make?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Twenty One
Are You Elijah Today

John the Baptist faced questions from the religious establishment in
Jerusalem. They wanted to know if he wasElijah, or the Prophet. They were
expecting Elijah to come and prepare the way for Messiah. They wanted to
know if John was Elijah.

John answered them, No, | am not Elijjah or The Prophet. Jesus said
that John was Elijah (Matthew 11:14). So, how could Jesussay that John was
really Elijah? Jesus said that all the prophets and the Law prophesied until
John the Baptist came. Jesus said that if the crowd could accept it, John
himself was Elijah. Jesus meant that spiritually John the Baptist was Elijah,
and fulfilled the prophecy in Malachi 4:5 -6.
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The Prophet Today

1. Who? The priests and Levites wanted to know who John the
Baptist was. They had some choices in mind from the Old Testament.

2. Restoration . In Malachi 4:5 -6, the Old Testament closes with a
prophecy about Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible
day of the LORD. He will restore the hearts of the children to their fathers,
so that God will not come and smite the land. John the Baptist did not see all
the hearts turned to Jesus. The people crucified Jesus.

3. Elijah? Therefore, we can understand the specific questions of the
priests and the Levites. They wanted to know if John the Baptist was actually
Elijah. In fact, the Holy Spirit specifically applied the Malachi passage to
John the Baptist in Luke 1:17. Jesus also applied the Malachi pasage to John
the Baptist in Mark 9:11-13 and Jesus declared that John the Baptist was
Elijah in Matthew 11:14.

4. Denial . So, how could John the Baptist deny that he was Elijah?
Jesus said the people did to John whatever they wished, just as it is written
in Mark 9:13.

5. Isaiah . The answer lies in John 1:23, where John the Baptist
applied Isaiah 40:3 to himself, and, quite significantly, not the Malachi
passage about the great and terrible day of the Lord. John did not stir up the
unbelieving Jews to expect the great and terrible day of the Lord, with Jesus
bringing the kingdom of God physically to earth and vanquishing His
enemies. Instead, John the Baptist was preparing the way of the Lord, Who
appeared as the Lamb of God, to take away the sin of the world.

6. Best Answer . Living Godly in the family of God means that we
know how to trust God to provide the best, truthful answer to the audience
before us.
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7. Truth About Jesus. We rejoice today that God loves to use people
who will testify to the great love of Jesus by telling the truth about Jesus and
about yourself. Jesus is the Lamb of God!

Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God as we tell the truth.

U We live more Godly in the family of God as we testify about
Jesus by not focusing upon ourselves.

U We live mutually Godly in the family of God as we all testify
about Jesus and tell the truth about Him to the world.

Application for Today

Today, we may live as testimonies to Jesus. Will you live Godly in the
family of God today by recognizing the people around you seeking Jesus?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Twenty Two

Who Are You Today

John 1 :22

o V\/ho S you,
S0 TRz s [RzhY guve an AMSWEeT

(O thoSEIWHBG, SETItIs 2 I
VVhgatido 'youisay. '
about yourself2#

Who are you? The religious establishment sent messengers to John the
Baptist because they wanted to know who John the Baptist was. He
confessed that he was not the Christ, nor Elijjah. Even so, the messengers
pressed John the Baptist. They needed to give aranswer to the people who
sent them.

At times in our lives, people will really want to know who we are. In
fact, when people ask us questions like that, then we can share Jesus with
them. Often, people watch people who live for Jesus.

For many years | sat a a beach park most afternoons. | propped up a
Bible and sat at a table, waiting for the Lord Jesus to send people to hear
about Jesus and read the Bible. | met many kinds of people from all over
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the world. Many people came up and asked me whol was and what | was
doing. Some people told me they had seen me there for years, but never
stopped before to talk. | really enjoy talking with people and reading the Bible
with them. | always brought two Bibles with me to the beach.

Sent Us

1. Who Are You? John the Baptist told the messengers who he was
not. They asked him specific questions and he denied he was Elijah or the
prophet.

2. Persistence. The messengers knew they had to give an answer to
the religious leaders who sent them. They wanted to learn more about John
the Baptist.

3. Mission . You may recall that God sent John the Baptist with a
particular mission & to prepare the way of the Lord and to turn hearts.

4. What Do You Say? When people ask us to talk about ourselves,
we have an excellent opportunity to speak up for God. It really matters what
we say to them.

5. Yourself . The entire ministry of John the Baptist was about
promoting Jesus and preparing hearts to receive Him as Savior. Therefore,
when asked about himself, John the Baptist would direct attention to Jesus.

6. Sent Us . Living Godly in the family of God means that we know
that God sends us on missions for Him each day. He intends for us to talk
about Him and confess Him before men.

7. Answer . We rejoice today because we know the answer to the
guestion about who we really ared we are the children of God, bought with
the blood of Jesus Christ, and commissioned to make disciples in all the
world to everyone who will receive Jesus as Savior.
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Summary for Today

U We live Godly in the family of God when we expect people to
ask us who we are.

U We live more Godly in the family of God as we give answers
about ourselves that focus upon Jesus, Who is our life.

U We live mutually Godl vy in the family of God as we all testify
of the love and grace of Jesus Christ to people seeking to
know who we are.

Application for Today

Today someone may ask you who you are. Will you live Godly
in the family of God today by testifying about Jesus, in Whom our
lives are hidden today?

HALLELUJAH!
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Day Twenty Three
Crying in the Wilderness Today

Why did John the Baptist quote Isaiah the prophet? He quoted Isaiah
because he fulfilled that prophecy and conducted his ministry in the
wilderness. God sent John the Baptist to bear witness to the Light, Jesus
Christ.

Imagine the Lord leading you out into the wilderness to meet many
people. Usually, people do not go out into the wilderness and draw many
crowds to them. People usually go where the crowds are and then minister
to the crowds.

John the Baptist had a clear mission from God, and he knew that
God had already described that mission in the Old Testament. Isaiah
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