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1
Introduction

1.1 New Testament Offices . The New Testament Church Offices include
Apostle, Overseer and Deacon, and perhaps others.This study concerns only
the Church Office of Overseer. Because God inspired each word in the
original autographs of the Scriptures, we must pay special attention to those
Holy Words to understand God's revelation to us regarding church offices.
We must also ignore traditions outside the Scriptures to avoid those
traditions blinding us to spiritual truth found in the Scriptures. If the
Scriptures confirm common ch urch practices or traditions, then we should
continue those practices and traditions. If the Scriptures contradict those
practices and traditions, the practices and traditions must be changed to
conform to the Scriptures. God revealed the Scriptures, not the traditions
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and practices in the local church. The Scriptures must always be primary in
setting the church in order.
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2
Basics of
Church Offices

2.1 Jesus the Overseer . Jesus descried Himself as the Overseer of our
souls. The believers under persecution had returned to Jesus, the Shepherd
( DOEY &l U) ands0e@gidheiesouls((l Peter 2:25). Please
take notice of the dual role of Jesus as both the Shepherd and Overseer of
souls. Both of those related terms characterize the leaderslip of the church,
functioning under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

2.2 The Epoch of The Overseer of You . Jesus warned the people in
Jerusalem that the city will be leveled, not leaving a stone upon stone, against
which they did not | &WbBjof thehawersight (JdOh
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“0 E 0 e®df them (Luke 19:44). Therefore, because the people did not
know Jesus when He appeared and displayed the grace, glory and truth of
God to those people, a day of divine oversight had come upon them and they
spurned Jesus. Therefore, oversight can also refer to a special time of the
Overseer, referring the personal deacony in the flesh of Jesus Christ as
Overseer of the Israel. Compare the titles of Guardian and Overseer to
describe Jesus in 2 Peter 2:25 and the people eturning to Him. Likewise, see
also the saints glorifying God in the day of oversight (1 Peter 2:12).

2.3 What Is a Church Office? God established offices in both the Old
Testament and the New Testament. At Pentecost following the Ascension of
Jesus, God created the Church when Jesus baptized believers with the Holy
Spirit and those saints became part of His body, the church. At that same
instant, God Created Church Offices. Church Offices referredto a position
God created for leadership of the church. Each Church Office held its own
spiritual qualifications and each Church Office served particular needs of the
church. Saints were sd down into each particular Church Office.

We should be careful to distinguish the Old Testament Office from the
Church Office. Consider the following points about offices. In the points
below, | am using the term Old Testament to refer to the 39 Books of the Old
Testament and the term New Testament to 27 Books of the New Testament.
Please do not confuse the New Testament with the church because the New
Testament covers a period of time greater than the time of the church. Please
keep in mind that the church did not start until Pentecost, and many things
had happened in the New Testament before that date.

! God created the office of overseer in the Old Testament.
¢ In the Old Testament many elders were unbelievers.

t In the Old Testament the term elder did not describe an office and was
never used interchangeably with the term overseers.

t In the Old Testament elders had well defined duties, including guidance,
leadership, and acting as civil magistrates.

¢ In the Old Testament many unbelievers held the office of overseer, just
like Judas Iscariot did in the New Testament.

9
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t God continued the office of overseer in the New Testament.

t In the New Testament Jesus be@n baptizing believers into the Body of
Christ (the Church).

t In the New Testament each Church Office had particular functions.

¢ In the New Testament each Church Office has a plurality of equal
members.

i In the New Testament God created the Church Office of Overseer.

¢ In the New Testament God recognized all old male saints as church
elders, just like all old males in the Old Testament were called elders.

t In the New Testament God never created a Church Office of Elder.
t In the New Testament church elders took on new deaconies
¢ Church Offices should not be confused with spiritual gifts.

¢ Church Overseers perform shepherding duties, but Church Overseers do
not necessarily possess The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Anyone may aspire to be a ChurchOverseer, but only God distributes The
Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds as He sees fit.

¢ Unbelievers like Judas Iscariot may hold an office, but no unbeliever
could meet the spiritual qualifications of Church Overseer.

t Unbelievers never receive aspiritual gift, because Jesus never baptized

unbelievers with the Holy Spirit, and so they never became a member of the
church, the Body of Christ.

10
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3
The Office of Overseer
INn the Old Testament

3.1 Office of Overseer . In Acts 1:20 Peter said theJudas Iscariot held the

Old Testament Office of Overseer {¢ E (0 é1Q) énd he quoted Psalm 109:8
using the Hebrew term (- \).for the Old Testament Office of Overseer.

Therefore, God provided clear evidence that the Office of Overseer was well
known in the Old Testament. For example, Potiphar made Joseph overseer
of his house (Genesis 39:4). In turn, Joseph told Pharaoh to make overseers
(+ 1 )Ylover the lanhd of Egypt (Genesis 41:34). Other people also became
overseers, and the overseer had seduties as part of his position. A few

examples provide insight into the Office of Overseer in the Old Testament.

11
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N )

3.2 Eleazer . Eleazer, the son of Aaron, held the office of overseer ( \-- "
noun feminine singular) and his duties included overseeing other priests
(Numbers 3:32; 1 Chronicles 26:30, 2 Chronicles 24:11).

3.3 Hashabiah . Hashabiah and his relatives, 1,700 capable men, held the
office of overseer ( \--rioun-feminine singular) over Israel west of the

Jordan. fAs for the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his relatives, 1,700 capable
men, oversight over Israel west of the Jordan, for all the work of Yahweh and
to service of the kingd 1 Chronicles 26:30).

3.4 Joash and the Money Chest . In the days of King Joash, the chest
containin g the daily payments of the people of Israel would be brought to
overseer ( \--riounfemihine singular) of the king by hand of the Levites.
fAWhen they saw much silver, then came scribe of the king and overseer of the
high priest and emptied the chest and took it and returned it its place; thus
they did day to day and gathered much moneyo 2 Chronicles 24:11).

3.5 Judas lIscariot . In the New Testament, Judas held the Old Testament
Office of Overseer and had the oversight of the money boxiiNow he saidthis,
not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief,
and as he had themoney box, he used to pilfer what was put into ito John
12:6). iiFor some were supposing, because Judas had thenoney box, that
Jesus was sayi ng tthoi nhg sm,wefi Buayvet hneed of
else, that he should give something to the pooio Jofin 13:29).0 Therefore, it
appears from the Old Testament usage of the termoverseer (- \).that-tke *
New Testament term overseer {¢ E 0 810)p r e f eartisulat Officeaof p
Overseer with particular duties assigned to that office. The oversight given
to Judas Iscariot was watching the money box and following the directions

of Jesus about how to spend the money (see 2 Chronicles 24:11). Please keep
in mind that Judas Iscariot was never a Church Overseer because Judas
Iscariot died before the church began at Pentecost following the Ascension
of Jesus.

12
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3.6 Summary of The Office of Overseer in the Old Testament

¢ In the Old Testament, various men andgroups of men held the office
of Overseer and it was a welltknown office.

¢ The Overseers of the Old Testament were in put in charge of various
things requiring spiritual and physical attention.

t Hashabiah and his 1700 relatives held the Office of Oversee.
t Some priests served as Overseers.
t Joash was the Overseer of the money chest.

t Judas Iscariot was in charge of the money box for Jesus.

13
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A
Basic Facts about the
Church Office of Overseer

4.1 Fact One . A great deal of confusion has arisenabout elders, overseers

and deacons. The New Testament provides more clarity that many people

realize. We can bring clarity by following the basic facts of New Testament

| eadership. Judas | sichEu &6 hoefl da ptohset |oef.!
he died, the office of apostle needed to be filled by another person meeting

the right qualifications to hold that office (Acts 1:20 --quoting Psalm 109:8).

4.2 Fact Two . Judas Iscariot, an unbeliever, was chosen by Jesus to hold
the Old Testament Office of Overseer.He never held the Church Office of

14
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Overseer. The office Judas held was known in the Psalms,( ™ --his office-M ™’

Psalm 109:8) and dated back to Moses (Numbers 3:32). The concept of the
office was not a new thing in the New Testament, but the Church began at
Pentecost, and so began the Church Office of Overseer. At the moment Jesus
baptized the new saints with the Holy Spirit, they received at least one
spiritual gift. At Pentecost, when Jesus baptized the twelve apostles with the
Holy Spirit, they le ft their Old Testament Office of Overseer and immediately
entered the Church Office of Overseer. The duties of the Old Testament
Office of Overseer which Judas Iscariot held included looking after the
money box and following the orders of Jesus regarding money (John 12:6;
13:29). | found no verse indicating that the term "elders" in the Old
Testament was interchangeable with the term "overseer." No doubt some
elders were overseers in the Old Testament, but some elders were not
overseers. Likewise, some oveseers were not elders in the Old Testament.
The Office of Overseer was well known in the Old Testament and the
meaning did not change in the New Testament. Clear proof in the New
Testament would be required to show the meaning and function of the term
overseer changed radically in the New Testament.

4.3 Fact Three . Priests and others were appointed to the Office of Overseer
in the Old Testament (examples include: Eleazar held the Office of Overseer
over priests, overseeing other priests-Numbers 3:32; Hashabiah and his

1700 men held the Office of Overseer of Israel of West of the Jordan--1
Chronicles 26:30). The particular office came with particular duties.

4.4 Fact Four . Elders exercised leadership and authority over civil matters
in the OId Testament by applying revelation in the form of law,

commandments, ordin ances, etc. from God to resolve disputes (se&cripture
Words). Moses cdled all the elders of Israel (Exodus 12:21).(Moses called
the elders of Israel to him (v M 4-M ...}, indicatihg a speécifia group of
people.) The elders of Israel had administrators over them (Numbers 11;16).
(The elders had administrators (- : -+participle singular) over them (

+ M N 4 (Mumbérs1%:16)) The elders sat in the city gate and
rendered legal decisions (for example, Deuteronomy 22:15; Joshua 20:4).

4.5 Fact Five . The New Testament provides qualifications for overseers (1

Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:59) and deacons (1 Timohy 3:8-13), but never
mentions qualifications to be an elder.
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4.6 Fact Six . God set some elders to become Church Overseers, so that some
elders came to hold the Church Office of Overseer (see the discussion of Titus
1 below). Not all New Testament elders keld the Church Office of Overseer,
but only the elders set to hold the Church Office of Overseer. This plan
followed the pattern of Old Testament offices.

4.7 Fact Seven . The Church Office of Overseer required occupants to be apt
to teach, distinguishing them from deacons (some deacons, like Philip and

Stephen, also taught). Some elders led and taught (see the discussion of 1
Timothy 5:17 below).

4.8 Fact Eight . Anyone could aspire to be an overseer (1 Timothy 3:1).

4.9 Fact Nine . Elders do not rule, butthey must | edd@( ¢d500
Timothy 5:17). SeeDo Elders Rule or Lead

4.10 Fact Ten . In the Old Testament, the Office of Overseer meant a splere
of particular responsibility of oversight over a given group of people.

4.11 Fact Eleven . In Titus 1:7, some elders were set into the Church Office
of Overseer. Only those particular elders became Overseers. Other elders
continued to labor in the church, but did not hold the Church Office of
Overseer.

4.12. Fact Twelve . All people holding the Church Office of Overseer were
elders, but not all elders held the Church Office of Overseer, just like not all
elders in the Old Testament held the Old Testament Office of Overseer.

4.13. Fact Thirteen . Deacons are not all elders, but they do hold the
Church Office of Deacons.

4.14 Exceptions .| understand that people will take exception to the facts |
described above, but the evidence flows from the text itself, not tradition. Let
me know what facts you dispute by email to friend@ChristAssembly.org.

4.15 Summary of Facts about Overseers

t Judas Iscariot held the Old Testament Office of Overseer, but he was
never born again.

t Even unbelievers could hold the Old Testament Office of Overseer.

16
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¢ Anyone can aspire to be a New Testament Overseer.

¢ No one picks their spiritual gift, because God distributes the spiritual
gifts to individual Christians solely according to His will.

¢ Never confuse the Office of Overseer with The Spiritual Gift of
Shepherd.

17
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5
The Placement of

Church Overseers

5.1 Elder and Officers . Inthe New Testament some elders became Church
Officers. Many other elders never became Church Officers. The New
Testament describes various aspects of how the Holy Spirit placed some
elders into the Church Office of Overseer. God revealed New Testament
practices related to placing Church Overseers into the Body of Christ.

5.2 Setting Elders . As Paul traveled to Jerusalem, knowing chains awaited
him there, Paul called the Ephesian elders to Miletus to meet with him (Acts
20:28). Paul commanded those elders totake heed to themselves and to all

18
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the flock in whom the Holy Spirit has set them as overseers. Please take
notice that the Holy Spirit set those elders as overseers of the flock. Those
particular elders became Church Overseers, because the Holy Spirit set them
into the flock as overseers. They were elders in the flock {1 ) and then the

Holy Spirit set them (*& U Yiaro the flock as overseers {¢ E GpeO § &

shepherd () OETUET ) t he ¢ hdTféccn Bdi O2Gddvhi¢hBle

purchased with His own blood (perfect proof of the deity of Jesus). This verse
provides much useful information about the Church Office of Overseer and

clears up much confusion.

5.3 The Means of Setting Elders into the Church . In the New
Testament, God used three basic terms to desaobe setting elders into the
local assembly as Church Overseers. Three passages provide direct evidence
about how elders were placed into the Church Office of Overseers. Those
passages help us understand various aspects of the Church Office of
Overseer.

5.3.1 Set (& U (J.0n Acts 20:28, the Holy Spirit set some elders into the
Church Office of Overseer. The verb set {& U Hdorist middle indicative, 3
singulary comes f r om andneans tosetin pldde dithih &larger
arrangement. Befion guard for yourselves and for all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit set you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood 0 Adts 20:28). The Holy Spirit set some elders
into the Church Office of Overseer. (God used the term” & U Go@escribe the
movement of specific elders into the Church Office of Overseer. God usedhe
aorist tense (& U) Rere to describe finality of setting in place, with
continuing acti on once set in place. To understand the use of the termié U U O
in Acts 20:28, we may review other pertinent other uses. In Acts 1:7 the
Father set (“& U Yltitnes and seasons. In Acts 12:4 Herod had Peter arrested
and then set { & U YHbn into prison. In Act s 19:21 Paul set”@ U Ji®the
Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem. In 1 Corinthians 12:18 God set { & U Ythe
members in the body, each one of them in the body as He desired. In 1
Corinthians 12:28 God set { & U YJsome in the church, first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, and the list continues. In 1 Thessalonians 5:9 God
has not set { & U YJu®for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through the Lord
of us, Jesus Christ) God set specific elders into the Church Office of Overseer
and they became Church Overseers. The Holy Spirit had a specific purpose
for those Church Overseers: to shepherd the church(The use of ¢ OE}
as a present active infinitive emphasized the continuing, active purpose of
the Church Overseers to shepherd) The Holy Spirit d id not create elders that

19




Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssertyborg

day. He set some men who were already elders as Church Overseers. God did
not set elders to become shepherds, but to do the work of shepherds. While
one may argue that all people who shepherd can be called shepherds, the
New Testament describes The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. Therefore,
the term” @ U W&3cribes placing something into a particular place, as part of
a greater arrangement. The emphasis is that God puts specific things in
place, as part of an arrangement of the greater thing. So, God set some elders
into the body of Christ as overseers. Elders were seinto the Church Office of
Church Overseers. The church has many eldersbut only some elders are set
into the body as Church Overseers (placed into the greater arrangements).
(Consider 1 Corinthians 12:28. God was not emphasizing that the creation of
apostles, prophets, teachers, pastors, miracles, gifts of healings, helps,
navigations, kinds of tongues; God emphasized He set the preexisting gifts
into the body of Christ as He willed. God emphasized movement into a
particular place within the body of Christ. In other words, God did not
emphasize the creation of the eye, but Heset the eye in the right place in the
body.) Therefore, God set elders into the Church Office of Overseer in each
church. The place for each Church Overseer depended upon the tasks
assigned to them, the particular function they were to fulfill. Yet, all el ders
holding the Church Office of Overseer hold a common duty to shepherd the
church, among other specific duties. The twelve apostles all held the Church
Office of Apostle after Pentecost, and they all had a duty to testify about Jesus
as eyewitnesses, bu they also had more specialized duties, such as
overseeing the money box.

532 Set Down ( & @UiTitusd:8, Paul commanded Titus to set
down elders in every city. iFor this reason, | left you in Crete, that you may
set in order what remains and may set down elders in every city as | directed
you,0 Titus 1:5). Paul used the term "may set down" to describe Titus setting
down the elders into the Church Office of Overseer. Paul used the term
é UU UG O @drist active subjunctive, second person singular from
é U@ ¢ 0 Bduliwas concerned about the things lacking in the churches of
Crete. Paul explained that he left Titus that he (1) may set in order the things
lacking; and (2) may set downelders in every city; and (3) may complete the
tasksasPauIdIrected hi m. TheUOIaeosztIq)IpErlq)m‘J\ﬁldes:
QoU, T UU L‘EpOl UPEuEOOEU eulUE@evuU T EIT
PO UG DDOY @A G OEE U0 EiiThe term "é U U & U@neans to set
down a person into a new position with specmc duties (Titus 1:5). In Titus
1:5, consider that the term elders (§ ® U G & 6 J e=duesdnQhe accusative
case. Compare Matthew 24:45 that the faithful slave is placed over the

20
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master's possessings (¢ A0 R O-édétikzel Pplural participle). The term slave

occurs in the nominative case @ O Q Grase and he was set down

(@ UU &0 Javer thé possessings. Normally, the nominative case describes

the subject of the sentence. Compare Acts 12:14 where the term judge occurs

in the accusative case. Jesus was asking who set dowdim as a judge. See

similarly Acts 7:10, 27, 35. Based on that evidence, a strong case exists that

some men were appointed as elders in Titus 1:5, because the term elders
(d00Gaol0xed060) occurs in the accusative
12:14 and Acts 7:10, 27, 35. Yet, Matthew 24:22 and 24:23 describe the Lord

saying to the faithful slave," ov er many | wi || set ( é
accusative pronoun).” See similar uses of the accusative following various
uses of the root ERIMEAOLEUD EidRrewwsR:7.8eetllso 6 : 3
Acts 17:15 where people weres et t i ng down +nérratve U &l Ol
masculine participle) Paul (accusative case) and taking him Athens. In
Hebrews 5: 1, men are taken from among
present indicative) as high priest on behalf of men. In my mind,
acknowledging the strong case that Titus was to set down elders, meaning he

took some men and set them down as elders, | am swayed by the other uses

that some men were set down as elders to the Chtch Office of Overseer,

because of the other uses of the verb set down with the accusative described
aboveand Acts 20:28 where Paul said the Holy Spirit set ( @ (QJthose elders

as overseers| do not have a strong argument from the usage of the term "set

down," but it fits the overall context and wider context the best. In short, it

appears to me that some elders were set down to into the Church Office of
Overseer, based upon the next versesand Acts 20:28. Not all elders were
appointed Church Overseers under any view of the term set down in Titus

1:5, but only some of them. Therefore, elders remain diginct from overseers.

Three important words relate to each other, each with great meaning.

C ¢

)

53.2.1 Set in_Order . First, the word "set up in correct order"

("¢ E u E O 8)éneans that Paul wanted to bring a specific, correct order to
the new churches in Crete through proper church leadership. These new
leaders would bring order. Titus must straighten out (“¢ E U E O & &orist
middle subjunctive) the churches--indicating Titus must take the action

himself to straighten out and correct the things lacking.

5.3.2.2 Set Down . Second, Titus must set down elders in every city. The
t er m & U @@ariél &cfive subjunctive, second singular) means may set
down. In Titus 1.5, people assume Titus appointed elders meaning those
men suddenly became elders. What if those men were already elders and

21
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Titus set down existing elders to the Church Office of Overseer? Actually,
Paul wrote that Titus should set in order ("¢ E U E O 9 hditliings lacking
( U1 Ug ¢ Ddndlrday set down @ UU U G § @éders, as | directed you
( 0 E U U U @&ferEwhen people say that Titus appointed elders, they
mistakenly mean that some men instantly became elders. They then
mistakenly equate elders with overseers and pastors. Paul did not actually
say that Titus "appointed” men to become elders, but that Titus follow Paul's
direction in setting down elders into the Body of Christ as Church Overseers.
A few examples illustrate the use of the term "set down."

5.3.2.2.1 Moses . Egyptians asked Moses who set down him as ruler and
judge over us (Acts 7:35). They used this term to describe being placed into
an office of ruler or judge. Notice the object of the set down is the office of
ruler or judge. Of course, | can hear people arguing that this verse supports
the view that the men were set down into the office of elder. The better view
Is that term "set down" describes placing a person into a recognized office.
You must be placed into the office by someone with the authority to do so, or
else people will question why you are acting like you hold the office when you
actually do not hold the office. See also Matthew 24:47-slave set down over
possessions; Luke 12:42-house manager set down over slaves to care for
slaves; Acts 7:35; Acts 17:15put in charge of Paul; Hebrews 5:1--High priest
set down on behalf of men; Hebrews 8:3--High priest set down to offer
sacrifices; James 3.6-tongue set over members of us; James 4:4-friend of
the world set down as enemy of God.

5.3.2.2.2 Tables . Consider the selection of men in Acts 6:3. The Twelve
Apostles in Jerusalem beame aware of a particular need in the church. They
directed the "brethren:" "examine among you seven men of good reputation,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may set down over this need" (Acts
6:3). Those men were examined and set into the ChurchOffice of Deacon.
Even if you disagree that those men held the Church Office of Deacon, you
cannot dispute they were the same men who took on a position of being in
charge of deacony to a particular need. Furthermore, notice the brethren
selected them and then they were seated down into the position by the
Twelve Apostles.

5.3.2.2.3 Sinners . Consider Paul's theology of sinners. Of course, Paul

wrote under the inspiration of God and expressed God's theology of

sinners. Paul wrote that through the disobedi ence of the one man, the many

were set down --adidl paSsivel ideicatidelUthird plural) as
22
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sinners (Romans 5:19). Please take notice that the men were now declared
sinners. Likewise, through the obedience of the One, many will be set down

(e 00UUe gG-aniure Pdssive indicative, third plural) as righteous.
Setting down in that context means the person had been given a new
description: sinners became righteous. Same person, new standing(See also
Matthew 24:47 (the slave doing the will of his master will be set down

( & UU U G-Augnie Odetive indicative, third singular) over all the
possessions}-same person, new duties; Matthew 25:21 (the faithful slave
will be set daefwure attigelrdichtive, @irdtRingular) over

many things)--same person, new duties; Acts 6:3 (the apostles commanded

the multitude of the disciples to examine (“¢ E G & &?P--darig thiddle
imperative, second plural) seven men whom we (the apostles) will set down

( & UU UG Ugritupsl ative indicative, first plu ral) over the need of the
widows for daily food service)--same person, new duties; Hebrews 2:7 (with R
glory and honor God --soest actveindicative,se¢thded U E G U
singular) Jesus over the works of God's hands)-same Person, new position;

Luke 12: 14 (Jesus asked: Whaprist saetive d o wn
indicative, third singular) Me (Jesus) as a judge or divider over you?)--same
Per son, new position; Acts 7: +&oristt Phar

active indicative, third singular) Joseph as Esteemed One A OUY &1 OI
present middle/passive participle, accusative masculine singular) of Israel --
same person, new position; notice the syntax here of how Joseph became
Esteemed One as a title; Acts 7:27 (Hebrew slave asked Joseph: Who set
down ( & U O diish) active indicative, third singular) you as ruler

60 RO dmwjudge @ E & U§idver us? A New Testament elder does not
become a ruler ¢ 0 R O1), Bub he does become one of the esteemed ones
(AA O U7V )] ik©Ibseph--same person, new title and new position.))

5.3.2.3 Directions . Third, Titus must follow the directions Paul had
already provided to him. Paul used t he
indicative, first singular) to describe the fact that he had already directed

Titus to set down elders. The issue involves just what directions did he give

to Titus. Did Paul already provide the names of the elders to set down as

Church Overseers? Did Paul provide the procedure to set down elders as

Church Overseers? Did Paul provide both the names ad the procedures? |

did not find clear answers to those questions in this passage. Consider Felix
giving directions (UEUOUUT & Ul 00) to th
some freedoms; Felix provided the scope of freedom for Paul with his

directions (Acts 24:23). Consider also Paul saying that when he came to

Corinth, then he would give directions about resolving the remaining
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matters. Notice that in 1 Corinthians 11 Paul gave very specific guidance
about the procedure for Breaking Bread( U E U U Afutdre Uniddle
indicative, first person singular (1 Corinthians 11:34). Therefore, we have
Scriptural evidence showing that the both the scope and the procedure have
been associated with word UEUUAGNGR.

533 Having Reached Hands ( pHatiny@eddddad U1
hands to them for the church elder, they placed them to the Lord in whom
they believed (Acts 14.23).Having reached hands to them for the church
elders, having prayed with fasting, they placed them to the Lord in Whom
they had believedd Adts 14:23). Paul and Barnabas traveled through
Lycaonia and Pisidia (Acts 14:23). During their travels to the churches which
they planted in those areas, Paul and Silas were involved with selecting
overseers. Luke Gwi dedD U @REéBDT@E@DIED
o0 U0 D®OGI® OO0 VATTOED Ea UWE & UT WOAU & 6 5UO
T ¢ U¢ E& UBGORall and Silas having reached the hands for elders in
each church, having prayed with fasting, they placed them to the Lord in
whom they had believed. Luke used the term "having reached hand" to
describe the means of putting those men into office. Luke use the term
PUED OUOIT @ariét| @dliv@ participle, nominative masculine
singular). ' n this context some people say
means appointed. That translation misses the mark when not differentiated
from the term set (* & U Vit he context of selecting elders to hold the Church
Office of Overseer. Instead of using the term set(e U J) @nterestingly, Paul
and Barnabas set before them (¢ U & U I -{adist middle indicative, third
person plural from ¢ Ud U U § & Ehie Eord, in who m they had believed,
again emphasizing the placement of the elderg to, Paul and Barnabas used
their hands. Some uses of the term outside the Bible indicate a vote by raising
the hand. Elders in Lycaonia and Pisidia were not necessarily chosen by the
congregations, but Paul and Barnabas having reached hands to them in the
church elders. The first question concerns who reached the hands. In this
context, apparently Paul and Barnabas reached their hands, with
PUEDS OUOT @i UT -ordinate Wit haring prcaged. The issue concerns
whether the whole phrase means that the congregation reached hands to
select elders in every church. In the alternative, did Paul and Barnabas reach
hands to select elders in every church. The call seems fairly close because
poU0NED 060 may serve as ae é lal§ #helt i v e
prepositional pthTa @O UR@E 8 OUGRIe | B
» 0 UG & ®@€ed the preposition kata with the accusative, often meaning
according to or for each. So, the choice could be according tahe will of each
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church. In Acts 20:20, Paul toId the elders he went teachlng publicly and
house to house ( QOul ¢UGUUEDTG6Y GUOBRIO -1 UARDE
| I eUUETUUE OUEY O& Ué U®é Oy Dherefore, the phraseé UU 6
é 1 B Tmay mean going church to church and the term elder modifies the
term church (both feminine nouns --church elders--already elders, but now
set into Church Office of Overseer). See John 10:3 where Jesus calls them
according to name. They could have done a hand count according to the
church, just as Jesus called each name in John 10:3. In the alternative, the
t er m ¢ odUd6aahIt be used functionally as a noun, describing an
office. For the reasons outlined elsewhere in this study, | disfavor that
approach. The better view appears to be that some of the existing elders were
appointed to the Church Office of Overseer. They were not made elders, but
Paul and Barnabas reached hands toward some church elders (already
existing as elders) and they were set in the body as Church OverseergPaul
and Barnabas did not seem to be laying on hands; see the different language
employed in Acts 14:3--then fasting and praying and having laid hands upon
then they departiedddOp BDIVOT EUPEOEDOUO

RB UDU @ ¢ el o)A¢t15818--Iay|ngonofhandstorecelve Holy Spirit
(Tt Gl RIBEEUOpE@ 2eWUROBD 29 OGUUTRIQUUE
pT UWo OO0 UANORED O JJAE 19:6. And whenPaul had laid his

hands (¢ E & &) upb®Bem, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began
speaking with tonguesq)Eaeon[DJCQp@)Ld)(bD’AHsOym ng
[0 QR@U@eﬁUI¢IﬁuJ7AEﬁIbI(bJUCDIIOoUIlAI 0 U&ED

~¢ © 00 U b.)rterestingly, the verse could also suggest a twestep process

of selecting the elder by vote, and then placing them with the Lord as the

second step in the service. Another use of the term hand reaching provides

more insight into the meaning of hand reaching. P a u | al sandmotr ot e :
only this but also the hand-reached one under the churches to travel with us

in this gracious work, which is being administered by us for the glory of the

Lord Himself, and to show our readiness,0 2 (Corinthians 8:19). In 2
Corinthians 8:19, t he t er M-adrist pabsive e ac hi
participle, nominative masculine singular) described Titus as a hand-
reached one @ ByUtEeodDLlﬂc@ toEb® (4 fellow traveler. (2
Corinthians 8:19 provides: O 1 T Oli,=1 1 & UR UED OUD®Ip E@TU

“eél ElWE B U El']D(Du TOURD EUEJ UuEUe Ol Oday 1
p0O00T[0UUQUOCe6OGaIT Ué Up d O2WM 1) The passive voice

there emphasizes the act, but then the prepositional phrase describes the

people who reached hands in support of Titus joining the missionary team.
Regarding the use of the prepositional phrase ¢ UT + noun, see 1
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Corinthians 1:1%-people under Chole (¢ U T p 1 0)EIOCorinthians 10:9--
under the serpents were being destroyed (¢ UT GURIp OT T §:1200
Corinthians 2:6 --rebuke underthemany ( ¢ U T ¢ I U E diliTRebsalonians
2:14--suffered  under your own countrymen (¢ Ul U0gRI
867 G6). MdBcts 20:20, Paul told the elders he went house to house
teaching. Acts 20:20 provides: OO Ul ¢ UG UWED T Go6Y OB RIO

7 2T UARMUOET e U EUUE OUEY O& Ué U6 O6IDACts 14:23
means Paul and Silas hand reached eldrs, then it may have been the only
place. The church (ekklesia) made the choice about Titus by hand reaching,
perhaps by a vote.

5.4 Related Words . God also provided further information about putting
people into places in the Body of Christ. The nuances here are beyond the
scope of this study, but tend to show that God used different words to
differentiate particular kinds and means of placements in the Body of Christ.
He takes great care in placing the right person, and not others, into positions
of service and authority over saints.

541 You Seat (_& [ e1s @ourthians 6:4, Paul asked the
Corinthians why they seat people who are no account in the church as judges

over them? Paul used the verb seat(é U & ¢-apte§klt active indicative,

secord person plural fromé U@ 6 4 R) . Paul me ant t hat
Corinthians had seated judges over the saints, contrary to the will of God,

because those "judges" were of no account in the church.

542 | __Am S eitUEnéhllippians 1:16, Paul said peole spread the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ out of love, knowing that | am seated for the
def ense of t he Gospel. P aiulU Hpregesite d t

middle/passive participle, first person singular) to describe his placement by
God for defense of the Gospel.

5.4.3 He Was Set ( “U &@& ¥ in 1 Timothy 2:7, Paul recounted that he
was set as a preacher and an--aariptost | e. F
passive Indicative first person singular.

5.5 Summary of the Placement of Church Overseers

¢ Church Overseers were placed into office through various means.

¢ Paul and Barnabas placed many overseers into various churches.
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¢ Paul directed Timothy to place overseers into the various churches
of Crete.
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6
The Qualifications
of the Overseer

6.1 Stretching . Paul concentrated his instructions to Timothy regarding

Church Overseers on identifying men suited to be a Church Overseer. Paul
started by indicating that some men will identify themselves as seeking to be
a Church Overseer. Tmothy may identify them because they stretch
themselves towards the Church Office of Overseer.(Paul used the term
O & A U(présEnt middle indicative, third singular) which means here to
stretch out himself for something. This nice picture coincides with the hand -
reaching of setting men into the Church Office of Overseer. Paul contrasted
the ones stretching themselves towardsthe Church Office of Overseer with
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the ones stretching themselves (® U A U T-preserE middle participle,
nominative masculine participle) towards money and wander away from the
faith (1 Timothy 6:10). Consider also the patriarchs stretching themselves
( ® @A Ol-pesdit middle indicative, third plural) towards Fatherland in
the heavens (Hebrews 11:16). Notice that all uses occur in the middle voice,
indicating action both originating within himself and acting upon himself.
The object they seek is outsde the self, something to be obtained with effort.)
Paul pr &athfulltieedvord. il any man overseership stretches himself,
good work he desiresd(1 Timothy 3:1). Paul described some men who stretch
themselves towards the Church Office of Overseer. Pal indicated that
Church Overseership itself constitutes a good work. Men who stretch
themselves toward the Church Office of Overseership desire a good work.
Therefore, the Church Office of Overseership may be populated with men
who seek the position, by dretching themselves toward it. They must,
however, meet certain spiritual qualifications. (By using the genitive noun
~¢ E 0 é@tipe meaning becomes clear: if any man stretches himself towards
overseership, he desires a good work." Paul also used middleoice ( ® A JU U E
to describe the effort within the man to stretch himself toward the
overseership. By implication, only the faithful men should be placed into the
Body of Christ as Church Overseers. In other words, merely stretching
themselves toward the Church Office of Overseer is not enough. Two steps
must be kept in mind. First, the man must stretch himself to be a Church
Overseer. Second, the man who stretches himself to be Church Overseer
must also meet the spiritual qualification of a Church Overseer. One without
the other will not produce good results. Therefore, the faithful man
stretching himself towards a Church Overseer must also meet certain
qualifications which Paul outlined to Timothy (1 Timothy 3:1 -7).

6.2 The Qualifications for Church Overse ers . Paul wrote Timothy that

a Church Overseer must possess certain spiritual qualifications in addition

to stretching forward. Because some elders are appointed to the Church

Office of Overseer, the qualifications described in Titus 1 apply to Church
Overseers in particular, not elders. Notice that Paul related the qualifications

to the "overseer" ("¢ ¢ 0 & Odartdlinot elders ("¢ 0 U G & 6 U)saboOner®

set down into the Church Office of Overseer (Titus 1:5).P a u | pr &wvi ded:
overseer, then, must be abovereproach, the husband of one wife, temperate,

prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teachp 1 Timothy 3:2).

6.2.1 Above Reproach . The first qualification for being aghutthOgergegr\\ .
is "above reproach." (1 Ti mot hy 6: 140 Udrud Vil dJeld : UE
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s0 O ERTODIDEY ¢ UROEOOEGUWIAOe 60061 T EGPOEGUO
Paul used the term %1 U¢ 61 ET njelhidg "above reproach.”) In 1
Timothy 6:14 Paul urged Timothy to keep the commandment "above stain"
and "above reproach" until the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 1
Timothy 5:7 Paul urged Timothy to help the widows be part of the group of
people above reproach.(1 Timothy 5 : 7 pr o vU WdgsU A & @) i O
21 Ulp ET ¢ (hOud-nominative masculine plural) @ E)I The Church
Overseer must have a reputation giving no cause for reproach (disapproval)
until the Lord Jesus appears and the Church Overseer must be a part of tre
group known as "above reproach ones."

6.2.2 One Woman Man . The second qualification for being a Church
Overseer was one woman man.(P a u | used t h®AadphlEaés e
s U 0"Urheterm™ EJ often means a certain one out of more than one (see
One). (Luke 14:18-beginning from one all excused themselves; Luke 17:34
two Y U0 o@leed theé dhe ( UQ taken; Luke 22:59--one hour;
Acts 24:21 one voice among many; Hebrews 12:16sold birthright for one
meal).) Paul used this expression "one woman man" in 1 Timothy 3:2; 3:12;
Titus 1: 6. By ¢ hoos ®n Baul tehphasizee thantheo n e
Church Overseer must not have more than one wife and no sexual
connections to any other woman. Because Paul was single and urged others
to be single (1 Corinthians 7:1), he was not excluding single men from being
a Church Oversee. By emphasizing that a man must have only one wife, He
was also emphasizing that when a man sins sexually with a woman, they
become one flesh (1 Corinthians 6:16).(To describe becoming "one flesh"
with a prostitute, Paul wrote *T O 1 AL Corinthians 6:16), which stands in
contrastto 0 O T ¢ Matthew used to describe joining in marriage, so that
they are no | onger Ther&fade, PaM emphabizedva mad : 6 ) .
must have one wife and must not be joined sexually to other women.
(Regarding the termA 61 UEé 0 O, Matthew usedOthe
A 6 1 U Ehahe Eontext of the disciples saying that it is better to marry than
to be stuck for life with a wife who commits immorali ty without any chance
of divorce (Matthew 19:10). LukeOused
A6 1 U foéles®@ibe Herod having the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19).
Jesus used the OAéf U RoaésBibeahe wife oflLat (Luke
19:32). John described a Samaritan woman asA 6 1 UJEbait she had five
husbands, but the one with her then was not her husband (John 4:27). John
al so used t he Q@A&fl iUMkiedésOibethetSancatitan waman
who testified to the City of Sychar (John 4:39). Luke used the definite article
UOA 6 1 U Foadés@ibe the wife of Ananias conspiring with him (Acts 5:2).
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Luke also described Ti mOJwishbeievem@dtsher a
16:1). Paul said it is good for man not to touch aA 6 T UJEL&ainthians 7:1).

Those examples show the varied uses of the terrmA 6 T UCwiéh and without

the definite article. In 1 Timothy 3:11 Paul used the term @i 6 TE&LUO (-nh o u n
accusative feminine plur aUPpilCdimhiahs us ed
7:29; Ephesians 525; 5:28; Colossians 3:19; 1 Timothy 2:9, 3:11), describing

both women and wives.) The Julian Laws on Marriage prohibited polygamy

and imposed taxes on unmarried people in the Roman Empire. Therefore,

because of existing secular law against polygamy, théranslation husband of

one wife seems disfavored. Some people argue that a divorced man cannot

be a Church Overseer. Jesus described all people who file for divorce as

sinful, no exceptions (Matthew 19:1-12; seeDivorce and Remarriage). When

people file for divorce and no sexual immorality has occurred during the

marriage, then the person filing for divorce adds the sin of adultery. Paul,
however, did not use any of the words
(1 OERU6U) or immoraliopd(@Bdeihéterms or d
used in Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-9; Mark 10:2-4, 1112; Luke 16:18 and 1
Corinthians 7:11-12)) Jesus directed His discussion of marriage, divorce and
remarriage to isolated acts of sin, not necessarily continuing sinful states,

such as a continuing condition of immorality (see Permanent
Disqualification from Church Offices ?). Paul focused upon present actions

and present character. Certainly, at the moment of salvation every person

becomes a new creation in Christ, and all theold things have passed away (1
Corinthians 6:9 -11). Therefore, actions and character before salvation should

have no bearing on the qualifications for being a Church Overseer.

6.2.3 Temperate . The third qualification for being a Church Overseer was
temperate. (P a u | used the term "temperate" (
sober or temperate. It has limited use in the New Testament (1 Timothy 3:2;

1 Timothy 3:11; Titus 2:2; all those occurrences related to qualifications for

church leadership).)

6.2.4 Prudent . The fourth qualification for being a Church Overseer was |
sober.(Pa u | used the term "prudent" (" 000O:¢
controlled, sensible (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8; Titus 2:2, 5).)

6.2.5 Respectable . The fifth qualification for being a Chur ch Overseers
was respectable.(P a u | used the term "respectable
proper, modest, seemly (1 Timothy 3:2, 2:9).)
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6.2.6 Hospitable . The sixth qualification for being a Church Overseer was R
loving strangers. (Paul used the term "loving st r anger s"” (" GETI
translated as hospitable, generous to guests (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8; 1 Peter

4:9).)

6.2.7 Able To Teach . The seventh qualification for being a Church
Overseerwas apttoteach(Paul used the term "able to
translated as apt or able to teach (1 Timothy 3:2; 2 Timothy 2:24).)

6.2.8 Not Addicted to Wine . The eighth qualification for being a Church

Overseer was not given to wine. (Paul used the phrase "not given to wine"

( "V £d OBJ t@rslated as not addicted to wine, not given to wine (1
Timothy3:3; Ti tus 1: 7). Al so, please nade t ha
describe a greater possible realm of disqualifiers, in addition to those well-

known qualities in actual reality. ) Paul left no doubt that people with
unresolved addictions, or who still follow the false teaching that they remain

alcoholics for life (see Seven Reasony, remain disqualified.

6.2.9 Not Pugnacious . The ninth qualification for being a Church

Overseer wasnot pugnacious. (P a u | used the phrase
o | @e") Eranslated as not a striker, not pugnacious, not a brawler (1
Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7).)

not

6.2.10 Gentle . The tenth qualification fpro being a Church Overseer was
gentle. (Paul used the term "gentle" (" ¢ E U"E, &anslated as gentle, patient,
moderate (1 Timothy 3:2; Philippians 4:5; Titus 3:2; James 3:17; 1 Peter
2:18).)

6.2.11 Peaceable . The eleventh qualification for being a Church Overseer
was peaceable.(Paul used the term "peaceable” (61 U R"]D kranslated as
peaceable, without fighting, not contentious (1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 3:2). )

6.2.12 Free from the Love of Mone y. The twelfth qualification for being
a Church Overseer was not loving money. (Paul used the term "no loving
money" (2 G E 1 Ad A)p tbalslated as free from the love of money, not
avaricious, not loving of silver (1 Timothy 3:3; Hebrews 13:5).)

6.2.13 Good House Manager . The thirteenth qualification for being a
Church Overseer was good Ieader of his own house(Paul used the phrase
"the house of him well leading" ( "WgO®& 06 U0 o Of a U A UT O1
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meaning he leads well at home (see Section Two, Leading at Home, inThe
Spiritual Gift of Leading ).)

6.2.14 Keeping Children under Control . The fourteenth qualification
for being a Church Overseer was keeping children under control, with all
dignity. (Paul used the phrase "children under control, with all dignity"
(" UERRDUUTU OUUIAU @ A0 B OT T 0" tadsiated as children
under control, subjection, obedience (2 Corinthians 9:13; Galatians 2;5; 1
Timothy 2:11; 1 Timothy 3:4; with all dignity (1 Timothy 2:2; 1 Timothy 3:4;
Titus 2:7) see Section Two, Leading at Home, in The Spiritual Gift of
Leading).) Paul argued that a man who cannot lead his own household well
will not be able to care for the church of God.

6.2.15 Not a New Convert . The fifteenth qualification for being a Church

Overseer was not a new convert(Paul used the phrase "not a new convert

("1 U®WOT "), translated as newly plantec
(1 Timothy 3:6).) The danger with new converts is that becoming aChurch

Overseer may: (a) make them puffed up (Paul used the term "puffed up”

( " U6 GCR, &dmslated as blowing smoke, clouding the air, muddled, moral

blindness, prideful, conceited, high-minded (1 Timothy 3:6; 1 Timothy 6:4;

2 Timothy 3:4). ) and (b) so subject to falling into judgment of the devil. (Paul

used the phrase "into judg@ameidt odmd® f al |
i E Ua0p The danger of pride causing the devil to sin against God because

of his lofty position bringing judgment upon the devil poses a similar danger

to neophytes becoming Church Overseers.) This entire discussion underlines

the high standing of the Office of Church Overseer)

6.2.16 Good Reputation . The sixteenth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was having a good testimony with outsiders. (Paul used the phrase
"gWeU UdUBeUIN"RUEN UT°T Re&"Utfanslated as "and then
to have testimony good from the outsiders.") Paul linked the testimony from
people outside the church with the lurking problem of falling into reproach
and the snare of the devil. (Paul provided: T 0 0O 1T UEGIET da & U
® UA W Ou E U ad Please take notice of thel dlause with the subjunctive
to describe the related problems of (a) falling into reproach in the community
and then the church; and then (b) the snare of the devil (Romans 11:9; 1
Timothy 3:7; 1 Timothy 6:9; 2 Timoth y 2:26; Luke 21:35).) The devil lays
snares for people who lack a good testimony in the secular community by
placing them in church offices and then they fall into reproach for their evil

behavior. Even so, they may not be disqualified permanently from office;
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consider Saul of Tarsus (seePermanent Disqualification and the Denial of
Peter).

6.2.17 Children Who Believe . The seventeenth qualification for being a
Church Overseer was having faithful children. (Paul used thephrase "having
faithful @hilRRIpE@N Pdullused the term "children" to
describe minors (for example, 1 Thessalonians 2:7) and adults (for example,
Galatians 4:28; 31). The issue here concerns what happens when a child
leaves home and actdadly. Should a man be disqualified from church office
because his adult children, having left home years ago, act badly? Because of
the context of leading his own household well in 1 Timothy 3:4-5, | favor the
view that so long as the child remains part of the household, then the child
must be faithful. (See Matthew 24:45; Luke 16:10 for the passive use of
¢ E 0)Uand a believer. (See 1 Timothy 4:3: 10;
describes believers) We must keep in mind that only God the Father draws
people to Jesus for salvation, and then Jesus reveals the Father to them
(Matthew 11:27; 16:17; John 14:6). Parents cannot save their children, only
God can give that gift. Evens so, Paul may have meant that the children at
home must be both faithful and a believer. (When Abraham rescued Lot, his
nephew, Abraham took three hundred eighteen men, able to wield a sword,
all born in his household (, %) (GeneSis 14:14). Please take notice that God
chose Abraham so that he would command his children (x 1) \and”his”
household ( Y)to keep the way of Yahweh (Genesis 18:19). God
distinguished children from household (which included everyone living in
the "house" of Abraham). Therefore, we may also keep that distinction in
mind in the New Testament, particular ly when considering the qualifications
for church office. Likewise, children once married leave their parents and
form a new household with their wife (Matthew 19:5, quoting Genesis 2:24),
indicating they are no longer part of the household of their parent s (although
some may argue that married people were part of Abraham's household.
The point seems to be all married people leave their parents and become one
flesh with their spouse. Some married people establish their own household,
separate from their parents (Genesis 12:1; Ruth 2:11; Matthew 19:29). Adult
children may be cast out of the family for unrepentant sinful behavior
(Matthew 18:15-20). The unwillingness to follow disciplinary procedures
with their own adult children render them unfit to follow di sciplinary
procedures in the church.

6.2.18 Not Accused of Dissipation . The eighteenth qualification for
being a Church Overseer was not in accusation of dissipation.(Paul used the
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phrase "not in accusafli®bUBPAODPDRUGsi pat
translated as not in accusation of (or charged with) dissipation, riot or
debaucher (Titus 1:6; John 18:29; 1 Timothy 5:19.)) In effect, people who

drink to excess or eat to excess or otherwise have addiction problems would

be disqualified.

6.2.19 Not Accu sed of Rebellion . The nineteenth qualification for being
a Church Overseer was not accused of rebellionPaul used the phrase "not
accused of r ehelUUERAMIDS ¢ Y &) Wranslated as
rebellion, unruly, insubordinate (Titus 1:6; 1 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:10;
Hebrews 2:8). They should not be insubordinate ¢ T &A & 1)FbEcause they
are stewards of God, taking His orders (Titus 1:7).

6.2.20 Not Self -Willed . The twentieth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was not selfwilled. Paul usedthe term "self-wi | | e ®@"A£U)E" U

translated as selfwilled, self-satisfied, arrogant, stubborn (Titus 1:7; 2 Peter
2:10).)

6.2.21 Not Quick -Tempered . The twenty-first qualification for being a
Church Overseer was not quicktempered. Paul used the term "quick-
tempered” (" ® A ¢ 1), @dnslated as quick-tempered and soon angry (Titus
1:7) (seeAngers of God,page 52)

6.2.22 Not Fond of Sordid Gain . The twenty-second qualification for
being a Church Overseer was not fond of sordid gain.Paul used the term
"sordi d @RI @& ahsldted as fond of sordid gain, dishonest
gain, base gain (Titus 1:7). Se&ordid Gain.

6.2.23 Loving What Is Good . The twenty-third qualification for being a
Church Overseer was loving what is good.Paul used the phrase "lovingwhat
i s good"UI(OERBIR")Iiranslated as loving what is good, lover of
good, lover of good (Titus 1:8).

6.2.24 Just . The twenty-fourth qualification for being a Church Overseer
wasrighteous.Paul wused the term "r iaedasqust,us " (
right, righteous (Titus 1:8; Matthew 1:9; Matthew 20:7; Romans 3:26;
Philippians 1:7; Colossians 4:1).

6.2.25 Devout . The twenty-fifth qualification for being a Church Overseer
was holy. Paul used the term "holy" (" 0 E ), kranslated as holy, devout and
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pious (Titus 1:8; Acts 2:27; 13:4; 13:35; 1 Timothy 2:8; Hebrews 7:26;
Revelation 15:4; 16:5)

6.2.26 Disciplined . The twenty-sixth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was disciplined Paul used the term "disciplined" (""Aé d U
translated as disciplined, temperate, self-control (Titus 1:8; Acts 24:25; 2
Peter 1:6).

6.5.27 Holding the Faithful Word . The twenty-seventh qualification for
being a Church Overseer was holding the word of faith Paul used the phrase
"holding  the faithful ~ word,” which is according to the
teaching (21T UGRIT @0e UWTIT 4 E 0 URE & U @ O translated as
holding the faithful word, which is according to the reaching (Titus 1:9,
Matthew 6:24 (hold, devoted), Luke 16:13 (hold, devoted). Please take notice
that the Church Overseer must personally hold to the faithful word,
according to the teaching. Both the teaching and the faithful word must be
kept, as reflected in Scripture.

6.2.28 Able to Encourage with Sound Teaching . The twenty-eighth
gualification for being a Church Overseer was "so that may be able to
encourage with the sound teaching" Paul used the phrase "so that maybe
able to encourage with the sound teaching” ("1 Wi 6 T @U& Up Ud U&iU|
“TU 0UEUGUG&UIAEUERI @anslated as so that he may be able to
encourage with the sound teaching (Titus 1:9). Please take notice that Paul
used the "T Uclause with the subjunctive " " to describe the necessity of the
Church Overseer to be ready'¢ Ud U éll ("t0 call with") in the sound
teaching, so that they will silence those people who oppose the Scriptures,
particularly the teaching in the Scriptures.

6.2.29 Able to To Convict the Contradicting Ones . The twenty-ninth
qualification for being a Church Overseer was "able to convict the _
contradicting ones." Paul used t hé& Il pHiod sGdUOR O)E D
translated as able to convict those people whocontradict (Titus 1:9; Paul
used the term "1 A R U #&Hich often refers to conviction of sin (1 Timothy
5:20; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:15; John 8:46; 1 Corinthians 14:24; Revelation
3:19; 5:13; James 2:9; Ephesians 5:13; Luke 3:19; Hebrews 12:5; James 3:20;
Jude 1:5; John 16:8; Matthew 18:15; 2 Timothy 4:2). Please take notice that
Paul required that the Church Overseer must hold fast to the Scriptures
because the Church Overseer must be ready to encourage sound teaching and
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refute contradictory teaching and use the Scriptures to achieve those
spiritual results.

6.3 Summary of the Qualifications of Overseers

¢ Paul described specific qualifications for Church Overseers.

¢ The New Testament never mentions any qualifications to obtain The
Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Church Overseers must possess many spiritual qualities, lead their
own households well, and provide strong spiritual leadership for the church.
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7
The Examples

of Overseers

7.1 Definition . God appointed, literally set down ( " & U U UQ),(Feddiéerso
(A ¢ 0 U asa@aPithin the local church. Titus 1:5 shows that the practice
of appointing elders was well established by the time Paul ordered Timothy
to appoint elders in Crete. God created the office of overseer to fulfill many
different functions. Some people have confused the work ofi over seei ng
(" E G & ©@d @ith the Church Office of Overseer (fepiskoposf) and
elders (fpresbuteroif), which remain separate groups in the congregation.
Please recall | use the term presbuteroi to make it simpler for English only

38



Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssertyborg

readers. All people who hold the office of overseer in the local church must

come from the gr oupm Obfditeellodabchusch. (nbtped UG a 6 U
words, all people holding the Church Office of Overseershould be elders
(presbuteros), but not all elders (presbuteros) are Church Overseers
(episkopos) in the sense that they hold the Church Office of Overseer. To

avoid such confusion, we must carefully distinguish several terms used in the

New Testament to describe church leadership.

7.2 The Overseers at Ephesus . As Paul knew he was headed to prison, he
visited Asia Minor and called the Ephesian elders of the church
(A DPpd Vo dDEIDeel BOR to gather to him  (Acts
20:17). Referring to those same men, he told them to be on guard for all the
flock, among which the Holy "Gpupe06yOfh as
in order to shepherd (i p O |ULBE théi church of God (Acts 20:28). God
called these menfelderso(fi ¢ ® U toa@®@a)é@rf they held the Church Office
of Overseer. We should take careful note of Paul's use of terms there. He
called the elders (presbuterous) of the church. The Holy Spirit appointed
elders, literally set some elders (& UYas Overseers (¢ E (0 & U)p Godl O
started with some elders (presbuterous) and appointed some of those elders
as Overseers (episkopos). Therefore, not every elder may be an Overseer.
God appoints some elders as Overseers, but not all elders are OverseersAll
elders do the work of overseeing the congregation, but not all elders hold the
Church Office of Overseer. At Ephesus, the elders were set into the Church
Office of Overseer.iBe on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among
which the Holy Spiri t has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood. 6 Adts 20:28).

7.3 The Overseers at Philippi . Please take notice that Paul addressed the
Philippian "Overseers" (episkopos) and deacons (Philippians 1:1). They vere
two offices present in the church at Philippi. The Deacons were not called
Overseers. Both Overseers and Deacons had qualifications for officePaul
pr ovi seevanhts of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are
in Philippi, including the overseers and deaconsd PHilippians 1:1).

7.4 The Overseers of Crete . Paul directed Titus to setdown( & U U U @)U

elders in every city as Paul directed him. Paul then described the
qualifications of Overseers (¢ (1 & O ¢ (itus 1:7). Paulpr o v i Hoettle #
overseer must be above r e p-wied oohquieks Go d o
tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, 0

(Titus 1:7).
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7.5 Summary of the Examples of Overseers

t Some of the elder at Ephesuswere also made Church Overseers by
the Holy Spirit.

t Paul addressed the Church Overseers and Deacons in his greeting
to the Philippian church.

¢ Paul ordered Timothy to appoint elders who became Church
Overseers in the churches of Crete.
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8
The Duties
of Overseers

8.1 Overseer: Duties . The Church Overseers have particular duties in the
New Testament. Those duties included all the duties of elders, but also
included other duties.

8.2 Guarding the Flock . All elders must guard the flock of God. They must
first guard themselves, and then guard the flock. The Holy Spirit set some of
the Ephesian elders into the Church Office of Overseer.P a u | pr @i ded:
on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
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set you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood 0 Adts 20:28).

8.3 Shepherd the Flock . The Church Overseers must also shepherd the
flock of God. The Holy Spirit set (& U Y e elders as overseers (noun
masculine plural) to shepherd (¢ OE 1 U-épfeddit Tactive infinitive) the
churchof God.P et er p rTherafoteel @xhortiihe elders among you,
asyour fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker
also of the glory that is to be revealed,shepherd the flock of God among you,
exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it
over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examplesto the flock (1
Peter 5:1-3).

8.3.1 Not under Compulsion . The Church Overseers must also gheppe‘fd
( ¢ OEU Y the in you sheep of the God 0 "T 71 ¢ O T EQO& U Y
overseeing (¢ E G & © ¢JBhéx under compulsion (1 Peter 5:2).

8.3.2 Voluntarily . The Church Overseer must exercise oversight
voluntarily, down from God (1 Peter 5:2). We learn about how to exercise
oversight as not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of
God.

8.3.3. Not for Sordid Gain . T“he Church Overseer must not exercise
oversight fomMRYDedidd gain (U

8.3.4 Eagerly . The Church Overseer must exercise oversight eagerly
(60 ORO

8.3.5 Not Lording . The Church Overseer must not be lording down
(UUUEOGOEUUOI UWOy 1E@ew athhe i nherit

8.3.6 Examples . The Church Oversees must fulfill their service, example s
becomi & @ERIUWTI) afEhe flock (UO) OED &

8.3.7 Unfading Crown of g;Igrv” _ ;,,II‘? Chgrch Overseer will receive the
unfading Icari dddnUE(UMIU T E ﬁ)gﬂp | ®when the Chief
Shepherd appeadNRAEN OO

8.4 Overseeing Saints . The Church Overseers have a duty, shared by all
believers, to pursue peace, overseeing @ E (0 & O ¢) @sée same word in 1
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Peter 5:2) so that no one will be falling away from the grace of God (Hebrews
12:15), and no root of bitterness should spring up and trouble believers
(Hebrews 12:16).

8.5 Resolving Doctrinal Disputes . The church eldersat Jerusalem
joined with the apostles in resolving doctrinal disputes at th e Jerusalem
Council (Acts 15:2,4, 6, 22, 23). Once the doctrinal dispute was resolved, they
provided a letter to be circulated to various churches regarding the resolution
of the dispute (Acts 16:4).

8.6 Receiving and Guiding Missionaries . The elders in Jerusalem
received Paul and Barnabas and gave them guidance (Acts 15:2,4, 6, 22, 23)
and later met with Paul and his companions as they returned to Jerusalem
after several missionary journeys (Acts 21:18).

8.5 Summary of the Duties of Overseers

¢ Shepherd the Flock --the Work is Shepherding
¢t Overseeing

! Not for Sordid Gain

¢ Voluntarily

! Eagerly

! Not Lording Down The Sheep

! Examples Being to the Flock

! At the Manifesting of Christ, the Chief Shepherd , and the
Elders Will Receive an Unfading Crown of G lory

¢ Prevent falling away of believers from the grace of God.
¢ Preventing a root of bitterness springing up to trouble

believers.
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9
The Removal
of the Overseer

9.1 The Qualifications of Overseers . Paul described the qualifications

for the Church Office of Overseer to young Timothy (1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus
1:5-9). Many people view those qualifications as essential for entering the
Church Office of Overseer. Could a Church Overseer be removed for not
having those qualifications? Certainly, some elders will have times when
they do not demonstrate all of the qualifications. Do any special rules apply
for removing or disciplining a Church Overseer? All Church Overseers are
elders, but not all elders are Church Overseers. Therefore, the rules for
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imposing discipline on Church Overseers follow the same rules for
disciplining elders.

9.2 Accusations . Elders generally should not be sharply rebuked, but
appealed to as a father (1 Timothy 5:1). Likewise, the burch should not
receive an accusation against an elder, except on the basis of two or three
witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19).

9.3 Rebuked . If the elder continues in sin, then they should be rebuked in
the presence of all (1 Timothy 5:20). Please note that theywere not removed
from being an elder, because they held no office to be removed from. Not all
elders hold the Church Office of Overseer. Consider Paul rebuking Peter, who
held the Church Office of Apostle, as a hypocrite by holding himself aloof
from the gentiles in Antioch when the Judaizers visited from Jerusalem. In
the presence of all, Paul rebuked Peter: "If you, being a Jew, live like the
Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live
like Jews?" (Galatians 2:14).

9.4 Disciplinary Process. The disciplinary process for elders and Church
Overseers follows the same path as for any other member of the Church
(Matthew 18:15-20). The secular courts will never be an appropriate forum
for solving disciplinary problems in the chu rch, meaning no Christian should
ever file suit in a secular court against another Christian; it is better to be
defrauded (1 Corinthians 6:1-6).

9.4.1 Private Talk . If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private
("Private Talk"), thus starting the formal disciplinary process described in
Matthew 18:15-20. The Private Talk should not happen until the Church
Overseer has been accused by two or three witness (1 Timothy 5:19), except
that an informal talk will always be appropriate (Galatians 6:1 -5; Luke 17:3).
If he listens to you, you have won your brother (Matthew 18:15). A Private
Talk may be anyone showing a Church Overseer that his conduct materially
differs from the standards for Christian behavior found in the Scriptures.
Without proof from the Scriptures, such private talks should be avoided,
because only the Scriptures provide a guide to Godly behavior in all of us.
The point of the Private Talk will always be restoration with a spirit of
gentleness, bearing one another's burdens, with humility (Galatians 6:1-5).
The Private Talk should address matters of sinful behavior, such as
immorality, covetous, idolatry, reviling, drunkenness, and swindling (1
Corinthians 5:9-13). Likewise, doctrinal perversion must be confronted and
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silenced (Acts 20:30; Titus 1:11; 1 Peter 2:15; 3 John 1:910; Jude 1:4, 813,
16, 1823; 2 John 1:7-11).Also, exercising oversight under compulsion or for
sordid gain or as lording down may be grounds for disciplining Church
Overseers (1 Peter 5:45). In addition, any f ailure to meet the standards for
Church Overseers described in 1 Timothy 3:17 and Titus 1:59 also provide
grounds for discipline of Church Overseers. After the Private Talk, if
repentance and change are not forthcoming, then the disciplinary process
proceeds to the next step. Again, the passages described above are not
exhaustive; any Scriptural grounds for removing a Church Overseer should
be presented and followed in the Private Talk.

9.4.2 Witnesses Talk . If the Church Overseer refuses to listen to the
brother coming to him for the Private Talk, then take one or two more with
you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be
confirmed ("Witness Talk") (Matthew 18:16).

9.4.3 Church Talk . If the Church Overseer refuses to listen to the
witnesses, then tell it to the church ("Church Talk") (Matthew 18:17). Public

talk in the church shows everyone that everyone must follow the Scriptures,
because they provide the only reliable guide to life and Godliness, with
proper teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness (2 Peter

2:2; Timothy 3:16-17).

9.4.4 Gentile and Tax Collector . If the Church Overseer refuses to listen
to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and tax collector (Matthew 18:17).
The Church Overseers should becareful to take the lead in the promoting life

and Godliness in the church, while maintaining doctrinal purity (Acts 20:28 -
310. While the church never withdraws its love for the unrepentant, it does

withdraw its fellowship (Matthew 18:17; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 2
Thessalonians 3:14).

9.5 Summary of the Removal of Overseer

¢ Church Overseers should be removed following the same procedures as
for elders and other members of the assembly.

t Accusations against the Church Overseer should only be heard ibrought
by two or more witnesses.
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t Discipline of Church Overseers follows the same pattern of private talk,
two witness talk, church talk, new treatment.

t Church Overseers, if found sinful, should be rebuked in the presence of
all.
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10
Judas Iscariot
and the Office of Apostle

10.1 Judas Iscariot and the Office of Apostle . Judas Iscariot, one of the

original t wel ve apos |1 TEQEC dPPAds 1B e epi
quoting Psalm 109:8 (, Y --Hébrew for " E (0 &é1Q ¢Judas turned aside
from his office. Luke provided: A For i t i S writtenLET the
HIS HOMESTEAD BE MADE DESOLATE, AND LET NO ONE DWELL IN
| Tand 6LET ANOTHER MANFTFAICRQHL26). In Acts
1:25, we see that Judas Iscarioth el d a deacOpand gnu EUVUe O
apostleship ¢ ¢ O & U@ I Therefore, we must understand the relationship
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between the office (¢ E (0 &1Q) the deacony @ E U @&@®&nd the apostleship

e & O 0 U® which Judas held. All three of those words must be understood
and distinguished. (I will use certain English words to describe certain Greek
words appearing in the New Testament. When | use my own Greek words, |
will not reflect the exact form of the original Greek word, but use a general
word to help English only readers. Therefore, | will use the word episkopos
to describe all uses of the Greek termi' ¢ E & éldnActs 1:20.) Because Judas
Iscariot died, the apostles came together to choose the successor to Judas
Iscariot who would hold the office (episkopos) he vacated. From Acts 1 we
see how God defined an office of overseer (episkopos) in the New Testament.
First, Jesus chose the person to occupy the episkopos, knowing from the
beginning that Judas Iscariot would betray Him (John 6:64). The apostles
prayed that the Lord would show them which one the Lord had chosen to
occupy the delaamthgapdsteship e 0t U®ffom which
Judas turned aside. Therefore, we know three details about Judas. Judas
Iscariot was also allotted a share @ 10 O)lin the deacony (i E U é Q {Aétd) O
1:179.

10.2 Selecting the Replacement for Judas . God provided only one
method for selecting the replacement.

10.3 Overseer: Judas Iscariot . Judas held an office as episkopos. He was
also an apostle. Therefore, Judas heldthe Old Testament Office of Overseer,
which in this case amounted to overseeing the money box and using the
money at the direction of Jesus. The Holy Spirit translated Psalm 109:8
regarding the "His, Y"as"U{~¢$ B 0’éT@¢U O and it was something that
could be taken ("I U #® R by another man. Because Jesus had already
ascended, keeping the money box does not seem to be the only concern of
the "overseer," but rather the oversight function. Apparently, each apostle
may have had a particular oversight function. Jesus chose the twelve apostles
to be eyewitnessesof Jesusand present with the eleven apostlesfrom the
Baptism of John to the Ascension of Jesus. Acts plainly states the
gualifications and Jesus stated that the apostles would be His witnesses with
the power of the Holy Spirit. The office therefore does not appear to the tied
to the money box, but rather to the calling to be an eyewitness of Jesus and
to be filled the Holy Spirit for world -wide testimony. An unbeliever, like
Judas Iscariot, may hold a church office of overseer (episkopos), because an
unbeliever may pretend to be a believer. The devil loves to place unsaved
people in positions of authority in churches to attack the deacony of Jesus
Christ from within that congregation. P lease keep in mind that only saints
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receive spiritual gifts, like The Spiritual Gift of Pastor, and so we should be
very careful to distinguish spiritual gifts from offices. Therefore, an
unbelieving imposter may hold the office of overseer but he will never
possess a spiritual gift as an unsaved person. Second, a saint (believer) must
meet special requirements to hold the office of overseer (episokopos). Please
keep in mind that Judas Iscariot was known as an apostle, but held the office
of overseer (episkopos). During the earthly deacony of Jesus in the flesh,
none of His disciples were known or called an elder. John the apostle called
himself an elder later in life. The replacement for Judas Iscariot had to meet
the qualifications of the office of overseer were: (1) present with the other
apostles from the baptism of John to the ascension of Jesus; and (2) ready to
serve as a witness of all those events from the Baptism of John to the
Ascension of Jesus.

10.4 Summary of Judas Iscariot and the Office of Ap ostle .

¢ Judas Iscariot held the Office of Old Testament Apostle.

t Judas Iscariot never became a Christian, but remained the son of
destruction.

t Judas lost his office and hisdeacony.
! God selected the replacement of Judas, but that man had to meet strict
criteria about being with Jesus and the other disciples from the baptism of

Jesus to His ascensior® no one (except Jesus)today can meet those criteria
to hold the Office of Apostle.
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11
The Elders
of the Old Testament

11.10Id Testament Elders as Leaders . In the Old Testament, the elders
of various groups performed different leadership tasks. The list of items
below only represents a few examples of the duties of elders and the elders
relationships to others.

11.2 Elders of Egypt . When Joseph went to bury his father Jacob, all the
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and the elders { Y of'the «
land of Egypt went with him (Genesis 50:7). The elders of Egypt were not the
same as the servants of Pharaoh, but they went to honor Joseph and s
family during their time of mourning.
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11.3 Elders of Midian, Moab, Gilead . The people of Midian (Numbers
22:4), Moab (Numbers 22:7), and Gilead (Judges 11:17) had their own elders.

11.4 Elders of Israel . From the time Moses forward, a group of men were
known as the elders of Israel, performing various duties ("t ™ :(4-M):." "7«
(Exodus 3:16).

11.5 Elders of the Cities of Israel . Israel had elders in each city of Israel
(Deuteronomy 21:3).

11.6 Elders and Deliverance . God commanded Moses to gather the
elders of Israel so that they could learn about the deliverance from Egypt God
planned for them by using Moses (Exodus 3:16; Deuteronomy 32:7). God
sent the elders of Israel with Moses to Pharaoh to seek release from
Egypt (Exodus 3:18).

11.7 70 Elders Saw the God of Israel . Seventy elders of Israel saw God
with Moses and Aaron (Exodus 14:14), but they did not go up the mountain
with Moses and Aaron (Exodus 24:14).

11.8 70 Elders Bear Burden of Isra el. Yahweh directed Moses to gather
seventy men from the elders of Israel ( Y ¢ 1: 4 :. 1), $6 that Yahweh may
put the Holy Spirit upon them to bear the burden of the people of Israel, so
that Moses will not have to bear it alone (Numbers 11:1618).

11.9 Elders and Law Courts Elders at Gates of the City . Elders of a
city formed a law court presiding at the gates of a city and handling all kinds
of legal disputes (Deuteronomy 1:12; 21:20; 22:1516; 25:7-8; Joshua 20:4;
Ruth 4:9, 11; Ezra 1014; Proverbs 31:23; Lamentations 5:14).

11.10 Elders and Princes . Moses chose seventy elders out of many other
elders of the people of Israel and their princes (*x 1 + % d)UNambexs ¢
11:16; Deuteronomy 29:10; 31:28).

11.11Heads, Tribes, Elders, and Princes . Within the people of Israel,
God recognized your heads ( M )] yburtribes(~+ ™), yodrelders{ N¢),” 14 @7
and your princes (+ Y ) (Deuteronbn¥/.29:10 see also 5:23).

11.12 Elders and Judges . The people hadboth elders and judges. The
elders investigated religious matters and rendered decisions, including
stoning (Deuteronomy 19:12; 21:20; 22:1618; 25:7-9). Likewise, judges
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resolved legal disputes between people (Deuteronomy 21:12 family law
21:20; 22:16, 17, 25:8, 9 Ezra 10:1%

11.13 Elders and Laying Hands on Bulls . The elders of the people of
Israel will lay their hands upon a bull, offered for the guilt of the people of
Israel (Leviticus 4:15).

11.14 David and the Elders . David, with the elders of Israel and the
captains of thousands (+ 1 1 M) .brought up the ark of the covenant of
Yahweh from the house of Obededom with joy (1 Chronicles 15:25).

11.14 Elders as Advisors . When Rehoboam became king, he consulted the
elders who stood before Solomon the king, but Rehoboam rejected their
advice (1 Kings 12:59).

11.15 Josiah's Covenant . Josiah gathered all the elders of Judah and of
Jerusalem, along with the priests and the prophets, with all the people of
Jerusalem, and they made a covenant with Yahweh (2 Kings 23:13).

11.16 Yahweh Judged the Elders . Yahweh entered into judgment with
the elders and princes of His people who devoured the vineyard and crushed
God's people (Isaiah 3:1415).

11.17 Elders and the Jar . Yahweh directed that Jeremiah go with the
elders of the people and some senior priests to buythe potter's earthenware
jar (Jeremiah 19:1).

11.18 Elders of the Exile . Jeremiah wrote the elders of the exile, the
prophets and the people whom Nebuchadnezzartook in exile to Babylon
(Jeremiah 29:1).

11.19Elders and Idolatry . Yahweh Elohim showed Ezekiel the idolatry of
the seventy elders (Ezekiel 8:11).

11.20 New Testament Elders before the Church . The New Testament
provides information about a group of Old T estament elders (not church
elders) interacting with Jesus and others before and after the formation of
the church.
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11.20.1 Elders and Traditions . Jesus condemned the elders and their
traditions (Matthew 15:2; Mark 7:3). The disciples of Jesus did not foll ow the
traditions of the elders (Mark 7:5).

11.20.2 Elders Made Jesus Suffer Many Things . The elders made
Jesus suffer many things (Matthew 16:21).

11.20.3 Elders and the Authority of Jesus . The elders confronted Jesus
about authority (Matthew 21:23).

11.20.4 Elders Planned the Arrest of Jesus . The elders were present
in the court of the high priest to plan the arrest of Jesus (Matthew 26:3).

11.20.5 Elders Sent People To Arrest Jesus . Crowds with weapons
came from the elders of the people against Jesus ¢ arrest Him (Matthew
26:47).

11.20.6 Elders Had Jesus Arrested and Brought to Them . Jesus was
brought before the chief priests, scribes and elders (Matthew 26:57; Mark
14:43).

11.20.7 Elders Conferred with Chief Priests about Jesus . After
arrest, the elders conferred with the chief priests about Jesus (Matthew 27:1;
Mark 14:53: Scribes also Luke 22:66).

11.20.8 Elders Received Silver Returned by Judas . Judas, with
remorse, returned the silver paid to him to betray Jesus to the chief priests
and elders (Matthew 27:3).

11.20.9 Elders Accused Jesus . After arrest, the elders accusedJesus, but
He did not answer (Matthew 27:12).

11.20.10 Elders and Barabbas . The elders persuaded the crowds to call
for the release of Barabbas, instead of JesugMatthew 27:20).

11.20.11 Elders Mocked Jesus . The elders mocked Jesus (Matthew
27:41).

11.20.12 Elders Paid Soldiers To Lie about Resurrection . The elders
paid the soldiers guarding the empty tomb to lie about the resurrection of
Jesus (Matthew 28:12).
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1120.13 Elders Rejected Jesus . The elders rejected Jesus (Mark 11:27;
Luke 9:22).

11.20.14 Elders Part of Sanhedrin . The elders were part of the
Sanhedrin (Mark 15:1).

11.20.105 Elders”SAent“lgv CAevntur”iprJ . Centurion sent elders of the Jews
(¢ 0 UG a6 UideoOdaiQl)adRIesus asking for help for his slave (Luke
7:3).

11.20.16 Elders Confronted Jesus in Temple . Elders confronted Jesus
in the temple regarding His authority (Luke 20:1).

11.20.17 Elders Confronted by Jesus Regarding Their Swords and
Clubs . At His arrest, Jesus confronted the elders regarding their swords and
clubs (Luke 22:52).

11.20.18 Elders Gathered Regarding Apostles . After the arrest of Peter
and John, the elders gathered together with the rulers, chief priests, priests
and scribes to discussthe apostles (Acts 4:5).

11.20.19 Elders Heard Peter . After his arrest, filled with the Holy Spirit,
Peter addressed the rulers of the people and the elders (Acts 4:8).

11.20.20 Elders Decided . Peter reported the decisions reached by the
elders (Act 4:23).

11.20.21 Elders Stirred Up . Some evil Jews stirred up the people, elders
and scribes against Stephen (Acts 6:12).

11.20.22 Elders Can Testify . Paul said elders in Jerusalem provided
letters to him, authorizing him to punish Christians (Acts 22:5).

11.20.2 3 Elders Aid Jews Plotting To Kill Paul . Elders in Jerusalem
received and aided Jewish men under oath to kill Paul (Acts 23:14).

11.20.24 Elders and Ananias Prosecute Paul . Some elders and chief
priest went to Caesarea to prosecute Paul (Acts 24:1).
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11.20. 25 Elders and Chief Priests Brought Charges against Paul
Some elders and chief priests brought charges against Paul in Caesarea (Acts
25:15).

11.20 Summary of Old Testament Elders

¢ In the Old Testament elders played many rolesin secular societies
and in the congregation of Israel.

! Elders often made important civil and religious decisions.

! Elders provided spiritual guidance to kings.

¢ Elders participated in ceremonies related to offerings.

! Elders opposed the work of Jesws in many ways and at many times.

! Elders urged the congregation of Israel and the Roman government
to crucify Jesus.

! Elders continued to persecute the church after the ascension of
Jesus.
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12
The Elders
of the Church

12.1 Overseers and Elders . Some Church Elders become Church
Overseers (Titus 1:59). The qualifications described in Titus 1:5-9 pertain to
Church Overseer s, not el der s. Th® el de
aorist active subjunctive, second singular) as Church Overseers. Not all

Church Elders become Church Overseers, but only those set down into the

office of Church Overseer.

12.2 The Elders at Jerusalem . The elders at Jerusalem played an
important role in the Jerusalem church, along with the Apostles.
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12.2.1 Elders of the Jerusalem Church Received Gifts . The churchin
Antioch sent a gift to the brethren in Jerusalem, directing Saul and Barnabas .
to deliver the gif dOdi@lerudalem (AcksdEe30)s ( ¢ 0 U

12.2.2 Jerusalem Council and the Elders of the Jerusal em Church
and Apostles . When some men came to Antioch requiring circumcision to
be saved, the church at Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas with them to
Jerusalem so that the matter could be set before the Jerusalem Elders
(0O UG a o0 sl @hé Apostles ¢ ¢ O GTD 6) PActs 15:2). Likewise, the
messengers from Antioch were received by the church{é & T E § @ptsfles
o OG U)lakdithe elders (p ® U G & 6 Y(&odsRS:4). Having considered
the matter, the apostles ¢ ¢ O ¢ U )] elddtstip © U G & 6 Pahad theBvBole
Jerusalem church (‘@ & I E)thbught to send a letter to the brethren in
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia who were from the Gentiles, providing direction to
avoid further conflicts between Jews and Gentiles. Please take notice that the
Jerusalem church was the likely the most mature church at that time,
because they twelve apostles were present to guide them. The Church
Overseerswere not mentioned, but the elders were mentioned. It seems to
me that the Apostles provided the guidance required by Church Oversees.

12.3 Elders Appointed to Every Church . Paul and Barnabas having
stretched out thHdal Yas@ickldetsRPYEO DHOP 6
every church, having prayed with fasting, and then commended them to the
Lord in Whom they had believed, meaning, in my mind, they appointed some
Church Elders to become Church Overseers (Acts 14:23).

12.4 Elders of the Ephesian Church . As Paul traveled to Jerusalem,
knowing he would be arrested there, Paul met the Ephesian the elders of the
church (U QD¢ ddla 6000 a0 é & 1 B Pat Miletus and described their

duties to them (Acts 20:17).

12.5 Elders of the Churches of Crete . Titus was to make straight the
remaining things in Crete andt o set dowld § (eldecsUU G U
000 dDY & each city of Crete, acording to the instructions

( U0 E UiUBiPaul had provided (Titus 1:5).

12.6 Elders of the Church and the Weak . If any one is weak ¢ (i & U}, U
l et him call the e®Gpdoelisd@E@eréeéBRdndir ch (
they will pray over him, anointing h im with oil in the name of the Lord

(James 5:14).
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12.7 Peteras a FellowElder . Peter exhorted &M@ O el d
as a fellow elder 1 67 ¢ © U U & @@ witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and a partaker also of the glory that is to berevealed (1 Peter 5:1).

12.8 Younger Men Obey Elders . Peter commanded the younger men
( T 009 © Bubmit to elders ( ¢ OB E BB UG dOEDPeter 1:5).

12.9 Exhorting Elderly Men and Elderly Women . Paul commanded
Timothy not to rebuke( o E ¢ 1 Gzeiderly men (DD U G & o)LbaId‘)o exhort
(¢UoUeﬁEIU) as father (q)UUaeoU) younge.|

i Ul u)QabldCeIderIy women (¢ O Uadao )Ua&md)lr(érs @ EUC ae)oalch
younger women (I UR U &asGidters £u U1 @, in all purity (1 Timothy
5:2). Therefore, we must be careful to remember that God recognized
discernable groups in the church, each of which should be exhorted
differently (see Acts 2:17). Also, the term elder was applied to both women
and men when it came to physical age.

12.10 John the Elde r. John the elder wrote to the chosen lady, whom he
loved in truth (2 John 1:1). As an elder, healsowrote to Gaius, whom he also
loved in truth (3 John 1:1).

12.9 Twenty -Four Elders . Twenty-four thrones surrounded the throne of
God in heaven, and twenty-four elders sitting on those thrones, having been
clothed in white garments and golden crowns upon their heads (Revelation
4:4).

Summary of the Elders of the Church

! Every local assembly should have both elders and Church Overseers.
! Not every elder is aChurch Overseer.

¢ Church Overseers hold a variety of spiritual gifts, but not every
Church Overseer necessarily possesses The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ The term elder may describe older people and may also describe a
special group in the church that exercises spiritual authority.

! God provided qualifications for Church Officers, but never provided
qualifications for being a church elder.
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! The apostles Peter and John considered themselves fellow elders
with many local congregations.
¢ Elders must be treated with special care in the local assembly.
! Elders, apostles and the local congregation in Jerusalem all provided

a letter detailing how the church should interact with Jews to avoid offending
them needlessly.
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13
Do Elders
Rule or Lead?

13.1 Do Elders Rule or L ead? Many denominations claim that they have

ruling elders. Do the Scriptures teach that elders rule? We can examine
several popular passages and see if elders actually rule or lead. Please keep
in mind that the terms elder, overseer, and pastor have distinct meanings
and deaconiesin the New Testament, which provides for two church offices:
overseas and deacons. To understand the differences between the terms
elder, overseer and pastor, keep in mind that elders exist independently from
overseers and pastors. Both overseers and elders were known in the Old
Testament and continued into the New Testament. At Pentecost following
the Ascension of Jesus, God created Church Offices, which are not identical
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to their Old Testament counterparts. So, in the New Testament, not all elders
are overseers, but only the elders chosen by God hold the Church Offie of
Overseer. Likewise, God describedThe Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds, but
never indicated that the pastors are a church office. Instead, Paul wrote that
Church Overseers do the work of pastors. In fact, many saints do the work of
pastors, but not all people doing the work of a pastor have The Spiritual Gift
of the Shepherds, just like every saint should do the work of an evangelist,
but not all saints have the Spiritual Gift of Evangelist. People tend to confuse
Church Offices with spiritual gifts (seeNew Testament Offices). Before we
examine a few New Testament passages concerning elders and leading, | will
examine the general concept of leading in the New Testament and then
explore examples of leading in the New Testament. Once we understand
leading in the New Testament, then we can look particularly at the question
of elders and leading or ruling.

13.2 Elders, Pastors, Overseers and Deacons . In the New Testament,
God provides directions for leading the Church through offices (overseer and
deacon), and also through the spiritual gifts, whether the spiritually -gifted
man holds an office or not. Good leading in the New Testament means that
people follow the will of God and The Spiritual Gift of Leading helps believers
follow the will of God. Every member of the body of Christ has a special
spiritual gift, and God seriously expects each of us to use those spiritual gifts
in the service and edification of all believers. The New Testament provides
many examples of leading which apply to elders, overseers, pastors, and
others leading the church. Please keep in mind that the New Testament
terms elder, overseer and pastor all refer to distinct groups in the New
Testament, despite the claims of many people today that the terms elder,
overseer and pastor all mean the same thng (seeNew Testament Offices).

13.3 The Term "Lead" Defined . The word " |Je@idG&E
Romans 12:8 provides a starting point for understanding the concept of
leading in the New Testament. In Romans 12, Paul was describing spiritual
gifts, including the The Spiritual Gift of Leading . | submit it may be best to
limit the gift of leading described there to the use of the term "leads”
(" ¢ 0 OrUJ'Dadd its related uses in the New Testament. You may
certainly look to other passages to understand the work that leaders do in the
local assembly, such as Hebrews 13:7, 17 and 24, and 1 Peter $41(elders
there). Saints with The Spiritual Gift of Leading may or may not hold the
office of Church Overseer, and perhaps the pastor may not have The Spiritual
Gift of Leading. The ot her word " d) relategl aonThe "
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Spiritual Gift of Leading in Romans 12:8 helps us understand how The
Spiritual Gift of Leading should be exercised and provides insight into the
general concept of leading in the New Testament.

13.4 New Testament Terms Related to Leading . Several terms in the
New Testament relate to leading. The terms below describe people in a
relationship with other people. The terms tend to define the relationship to
some extent, including communications in the relationship. Because people
live in relationships with other people, the terms of the relationship ¢ an be
described by certain titles or words. They are all relationship words,
describing the interactions and relative positions of the people in the
relationship.

13.4.1 Kathegetai . The Greek term Ak-anommatyet ai "
masculine plural and éU & E A®-fGbminative masculine singular ®) only
appears in Matthew 23:10. Jesus said: "Do be called kathegetaié¢ U& EAE U U ¢
for One is your kathegetes @ U & E AEQhrist." Some people think the term

comes from the preposition "kata" and the verb "ago." Therefore, the best
translation of "kathegetai" would be one who leads down, in place of, or
against, so | chose the translation as "Superior" to capture the spatial
relationship of leading people below. Based upon usage of the term outside

the Bible, and the immediate context of Matthew 23 decrying the use of terms

to describe people which supplant God as the Supreme Person in the
relationship, Jesus l i kely me ant t hat
forbidden. Therefore, no one in the church should use the title "leader,”
"Superior," "Father," "Rabbi," or other term tending to exalt a person. We

only have one Leader, Rabbi, Teacher, etc., and His Name is Jesus. Please
recall the disciples quarreled among themselves as who was considered the
greatest among them (Luke 9:46-48; 22:24--see also the discussion of the
greatest problem in_The Pastoral Heresy).

13.4.2 Archon . The Greek term "archon” (s ® R R)imeans ruler. | did not
find a single instance where it described any position of leadership in the
church. The term archon described secular and religious positions outside
the church. When the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest
Jesus, the officers returned without Jesus. They said they had never heard
anyone speak like Jesus. The Pharisees then said that not any of the archons
@ ® R U I )bRRharisees has believed in Jesus, has he? The Pharisees then
argued that the crowd did not know the Law and was accursed (John 7:45
49). They did not know that Nicodemus, an archon (s d R R &f the Jews, had
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believed in Jesus and was standing right there, uging them to follow the Law

before condemning anyone (John 7:50-52; see John 3:121). Therefore, we
know that the archons were supposed to know the Law, and that many rulers
rejected Jesus. Later in the deacony of Jesus many archons believed in Him
(John 12:42).

13.4.2.1 The Archon of the Pharisees The Pharisees had archons
O RD o E & )Xbu Rel14])(Luke pr o viAd &ditd) QU

TUETW0ed R URD o UBGRIG Ua@ ad UAU

sd U@UUUKI U Ud UUE © DWET (Luke 14.1)) Jesus asked the

Pharisees and t h®whetheniywas lawfultd Heal Bnéth@

Sabbath, but they were silent. He thenhealed a man with a withered hand at

the home of the ruler of the Pharisees. Yet, not all archons were Pharisees.

Therefore, we know that the archons came in different ranks and some held

religious offices.

13.4.2.2 The Archons of This Age . Pauldescribed the archons of this age
(U20R URIOU 1T O®AJ Q&1 Corinthians 2:6, 8). Paul described
them as people having their own earthly wisdom of this age. In contrast, Paul
taught the timeless wisdom of God. The archons £ 0 R U T )(bfXfiis age ae
passing away (1 Corinthians 2:6). The archons{® R U | )RHAis age do not
understand the wisdom of God, for if they had, they would not have crucified

the Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 2:8). Therefore, we know the archons of this

age did not know the wisdom of God and they crucified Jesus.

13.4.3 Kurios . Translators often confuse the term "lord" with "master" by
equating them. I prefer the consistent
because God consistently used t he t e
relationships, saint relations, and titles of respect. For example, Jesus

likened the relationship of (1) a disciple to a teacher to (2) the relationship of

a slave with his lord (Matthew 10:24). Likewise, Jesus acknowledged that His

learners properly called Him the Teacher ( U E i & Ul) an® the Lord (
edEVOand He said t h&yJompadik)e Thevedotel we( & Ul
know that the disciples of Jesus distinguished the title and functions of

Teacher from Lord, and those terms should not be confused.

13.4.5 Despotas . Pa u |l applied the term to " des
earthly masters in rel @?ﬂTmmthbe) Sonee i r s
earthly masters (i U @ 0 ) ohayCbe faithers (¢ E G § @1 Timothy 6:2).

Simeon used the term "despota” ("§ &0 ¢ 'O tblHescribe God who was
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releasing him as slave (i O ) because he had seen the Messiah in the flesh
(Luke 2:29). Likewise, Despotata (§ge&elid!
4. 24) . Sl aves must be submissive to th
referring to earthly masters (Titus 2:9; 1 Peter 2:18). Saints must cleanse

t hemsel ves, so that they will forbeeeryusef u
good work (2 Timothy 2:21). False teachers introduce destructive heresies

into the church, even denying the Despoten @ U G ¢ 0 WwhB bought them (2

Peter 2:1). Likewise, Jude warned about the creepers who deny our only
Despoten (gUOGWUKEIQUOBEMDD )L JesThesol@hr i st

under the altar i n heaven also cry out
and avenge their blood (Revelation 6:10). Because Jude distinguished

gUGOUUET from QUOEOT, | pr eédlleccurrenbes t r an
of GUGGUUEO in various forms, emphasi zi

13.4.6 Epistata . The term "epistata" ("¢ E G U'yhtétdlly means set over,
describing a position of authority. Only Luke used the term "“¢ E & U%EU U
Simon called Jesus ™ ¢ E G U Afteththey were fishing all night and caught
nothing. Jesus then gave them orders about fishing and Peter replied,
* ¢ E G U AE&WI do as you spoke (Luke 5:5). Another time when the boat
was filling with water, the disciples said to Jesus, ™ ¢ E ¢ U ZUEL U,'/Aae U
are perishing (Luke 8:24). When a woman touched the garment of Jesus and
was healed, Jesus asked who touched Him. Peter said;"¢ E ( U e pdople
surround you (Luke 8:45). On the mount of transfiguration, Peter said,

* ¢ E G U'AEWE good for us us to be here (Luke 9:33). When the disciples
saw someone casting out demons, but not following with the disciples of
Jesus, John said, * ¢ E & U'4aé tbld him to stop (Luke 9:49). Ten lepers
called to Jesus, saying, "~ ¢ E 0 Utk mercy on us (Luke 17:13).
Therefore, the term Commander fits well with Jesus having command
authority over the disciples and everyone else.

13.4.7 Kubernates . The term "kubernete" ( " & 6 a U désdibed the
maritime pilot of a ship (Acts 27:11; Rev 18:17) | described The Spiritual
Gift of Navigations in the free ebook, Spiritual Gift Manual . Therefore,
because Goddescribed a specially-gifted person to provide "navigation" for
the church, we should understand the term navigations. | use the term
inavi gat i ontsWEualé&dmd,tan§lated by the New American
Standard Bi bl e as i adenthenspesidl abditytocamys , 0 t ¢
out the work of God similar to the work of a pilot of a ship ( 1 Corinthians
12:28). The pilot was not the same person as the caain of the ship. In Acts
27:11 God recorded t he di stinction be:
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é 6 & UBd translated as fpilot 0 by the New American Standard) and fi teh
capt ai h&o @n)bfthe ship. Inthe future, God will bring judgment
upon Babylon the Great City (Revelation 18:1-8). Babylon had made the
merchants of the earth very rich, but she will be destroyed. Babylon and its
inhabitants will be filled with torment, weeping and mourning. In one hour,
Babylon and its wealth will be U&P®d was
will keep a safe distance from Babylon, as they watch the smoke of her
burning. Those shipmasters will know that they must steer clear of the
smoking ruin of Babylon the Great City. Therefore, the "navigator" in the
church will have duties to become familiar with the local environment and
also plan how to reach safe harbor. They provide guidance about weather,
courses, sailing conditions, time to sail, safe harbors, and similar matters for
the church as it moves to do God's will and reach the destinations selected by
God for that local assembly.

13.4.8 Hegoumenois . The church also had "Esteemed Ones"

("7A O 6 7 @) afdiH@y should be obeyed, and we should be submissive to

them (Hebrews 13:17). Their duties include watching over the souls of the
congregation and they will give a word about the souls of the congregation.

They should perform their duties with joy and not groaning. Because God

breathed out every word of the Scriptures, we should pay careful attention to

the difference between words God used in the New Testament. God also

t aught us to greet al 17AQdie© 6 CGnEthd e e me ¢
congregation (Hebrews 13:24). Luke referred to Judas Barsabbas and Silas

as" Est eemed Oneso in theAcsd352a2)slakealso cong
described Joseph as an ABsGié@griecdy) phied o f
(Acts 7:10). See the chart concerning "esteemed ones" and the discussion at

New Testament Church Offices

13.5 Spiritual Gift of __Leading . Paul described a spiritual gift of leading
( 0 OF & U AprdsénOrildle participle, nominative masculine singular)
(Romans 12:8). The saints must exercise that spiritual gift with diligence
( 0 ¢ O)dseeThe Spiritual Gift of Leading).

13.6 _Elders Leading Well . Paul wrote about "the elders who lead well"

(NASB). (Paul pr owild@edd: O Ui O W& o OEU ED

T EDERG,UIT EGOB OGIEUOIOI A e Ul Eu UG & Timothy

5:17)) Paul wused the phr®9e 00 @®@heveed | (&
"0 & OV O'&a perfect active participle, nominative masculine singular,

comes from the root "¢ & O G G, "Unfeanifg to set before. The other uses of
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this term help us understand its meaning. The New Testament indicates that

elders do not rule, but they do lead. The Spritual Gift of Leading provides

great insight into tUhhntheNemTestdmerd. ds (" ¢ ¢
we understand the use of The Spiritual Gift of Leading, we will also
understand what it means for elders to lead well (1 Timothy 5:17).

13.7 Leading at Home and Taking Care . We know from 1 Corinthians

1256, that one spiritual gift may Iproduc
and a variety of effects {1 U® AER In this case, The Spiritual Gift of

Leading may produce a variety of deaconies with a variety of spiritual effects.

So, we will examine The Spiritual Gift of Leading and look at its deaconies

and effects.

13.7.1 The Deacony of Leading at Home . The root word for "lead" in
Romans 12:8, provides guidance for understanding The Spiritual Gift of
Leading. The deacony of Church Overseers (an office of the church-not a
spiritual gift) and Deacons (an office of the church--not a spiritual gift)
begins at home and we will examine the qualifications for those offices
briefly.

13.7.2 The Qualification of Church Overseers . Church Overseers must
lead their own families to the glory of God. Church Overseers in the New
Testament have specialized duties, such as shgherding the flock from: (a)
savage wolves attacking from without; and (b) evil men within the flock
drawing away saints from the flock (Acts 20:28 -30). This deaconyof leading
the home rests upon the same root word as "leads" in Romans 12:8. The
qualifications  for Church Overseers include the ability to lead
( ¢ © OF U U)@hkir own children and their own households and keep them
under control ( ¢ O U J(A Timothy 3:4). Therefore, we may understand that
one aspect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading will involve influencing the mind
and behavior of people, so that they will mature in Christ, while staying
under control, and malmy)@6lesdints geedithigni t vy
type of leading from leaders, including Church Overseers, who have first
demonstrated this leading ability at home.

13.7.3 The Qualification of Deacons . Likewise, deacons must have the
same ability t o Tblel @bBeome fest @ Tithaphy 8F2)1 U
Deacons labor at home and keep their own families under control by
promotin g Godliness in the family before they become Deacons.
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13.7.4 The Deaconies of Leading and Taking Care . The overseer
(elder) must also be able tolead ( ¢ o OldUJRis own household well; if he
cannot lead his own household, then how will he take care (¢ ET @ U () ofE
the church of God? (1 Timothy 3:5). Please take notice here that the ability to
lead his own household directly relates to taking care of the church of God.
The deaconiesof leading and taking care have a direct relationship.

13.7.5 The Deaony of Providing Necessary Care . The Roman
centurion Julius had to guard Paul and take Paul to Rome. During the
journey, at Sidon, Julius allowed Paul to go to his friends and receive needed
care (¢ EV WHWcts 27:3). Apparently, this deaony of providing necessary
care involved both spiritual and physical help.

13.7.6 The Deacony of Providing Physical Care to the Injured
Likewise, the good Samaritan paid the innkeeper and directed him to take
care (¢ ET ® E YXbEhis neighbor (Luke 10:35). This deaconyinvolved the
payment for physical services rendered, and provided time for the physically
injured to recover.

13.7.7 The Deacony of Searching Carefully . Finally, consider the
woman who searches her house carefully (¢ ET §lto find the lost coin
(Luke 15:8). The careful searching by the woman means that thedeacony of
leading involves concerted efforts to find missing things. It speaks to the
need to be diligent and thorough in the deacony of leading carefully. So, we
learn that The Spiritual Gift of Leading starts at home. Men holding the
offices of Church Overseer and Deacon in the local church may possess The
Spiritual Gift of Leading, but they must display an exemplary ability to lead.
Other men may possess The Spiritual Gift d Leading, but they will perform
their deaconieswithout holding the office of Church Overseer or Deacon. We
often see the gift in action by noticing the effects of the proper use of the
spiritual gift.

13.8 _The Spiritual Effects of Leading .The Spiritual Gift of Leading

produces spiritual effects in the lives of believers. We know that one spiritual
gift may result in a variety of different deaconiesand effects. The leading gift
means that the leaders will lead the assembly of saints, helpingbelievers
grow up in Christ, staying under control, and maintaining a dignified

reputation for the assembly. Furthermore, the leaders have charge
( ¢ 0 OF D OPdder the saints, who should appreciate their Godly leading

(1 Thessalonians 5:12). Indeed, tle s e | eader s who Ol ead
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® © O U § €nhould receive double honor (1 Timothy 5:17). As a side note,
elders should also be careful, as leaders, to recognize the spiritual gifts of the
saints under their charge and encourage them (1 Timothy 4:14). Allleaders
must labor diligently. When The Spiritual Gift of Leading operates properly,
you will see the following effects in the lives of believers. The Spiritual Gift of
Leading produces the spiritual effect of control and the spiritual effect of
dignity. We will look at each of them next.

13.9 The Spiritual Effect of Control . The Spiritual Gift of
Leading produces control ( ¢ O U J) @ Timothy 3:4). This term "control"
(" & OU B)A describes both voluntary submission and compulsory
subordination. This spiri tual ability to bring people under the control of God
reflects a special spiritual gift.

13.9.1 Subjection . The term "subjection” (" ¢ O U U)Ahows the fruit of
The Spiritual Gift of Leading. When used properly, The Spiritual Gift of
Leading results in believers following the will of God. This term subjection
has several different aspects.

13.9.2 Control by Jesus . Today, if you say someone is controlling, you are
often criticizing them. Unbelievers long to live without the control of other
people. In contrast, Jesus loves to control His children and His mature
children love that control. Jesus ascended to heaven after angels, authorities
and powers were subjected (1 Peter 3:22-" ¢ O U U A RInotice the aorist
participle indicating complete and total con trol) to Him. Therefore, we see
this special power of God acting forcefully to bring supernatural beings
(angels, authorities, and powers) into subjection to Christ. Believers with The
Spiritual Gift of Leading have a special spiritual gift to bring other people
under the will of Christ. Do not misunderstand: while Christ ascended and
exercised His will over angels, authorities and powers, we still wrestle against
them, but we triumph in Christ as we stand in His might (Ephesians 6:10 -
17). In contrast, Paul also taught us that the mind set on the flesh is not able
to subject itself to the law of God (Romans 8:7). In the future, after all things
have been subjected (¢ OU | #o Jesus, then Jesus will be subjected
(o OUWA () tdEhe Fatherwhos ubj ect ed tdpoO UHI TRIWE")" U
all things. We learn from this verse that a believer does nothing more than
Jesus does when He is subjected to the control and authority of the Father (1
Corinthians 15:28). Being under the control of Jesus or the Father in no way
diminishes the spiritual stature of the person being subjected, but rather
acknowledges a perfect joining of wills. Although we do not yet see all things
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placed in subjection to Christ, yet the Scripture proclaims that, in fact, all
things have been placed in subjection to Christ (Hebrews 2:8). Furthermore,
Christ Himself has the inherent, divine power as God to subject all things to
Himself (Philippians 3:21). Therefore, one effect of The Spiritual Gift of
Leading means that the local assemlby lives under the control of Jesus.

13.9.3 Obedience to Your Confession of the Gospel of Christ . The
term "control" also includes obedience to your confession of Christ. When
exercised properly, The Spiritual Gift of Leading will result in believers acti ng
iIn obedience to their confession of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 9:13, Paul
discusses thedeaconyof hard work to earn a living to supply the needs of the
saints and make donations to other believers. As the Corinthians worked for
a living, they glorified God by their obedience ( ¢ O U (tA the confession of
Christ. The Spiritual Gift of Leading produces obedience in working and
giving money for the support of the saints. In a more general sense, The
Spiritual Gift of Leading helps believers live obediently to their confession of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. If you claim to be born again by confessing Christ
as Lord because of your faith in Him, then The Spiritual Gift of Leading will
help you live accordingly. For example, The Spiritual Gift of Leading will help
believers understand and apply the duty in Christ to work hard and use the
proceeds of hard work to bless other believers in need of support. Therefore,
one spiritual effect of control means that the local assembly lives in
obedience to their confesson of Christ.

13.9.4 Not Yielding to Hypocrisy and False Teachers . In the Book of
Galatians, Paul described hypocrisy. He confronted the apostle Peter for
falling into the hypocrisy of acting like a Judaizer (these people taught you
must keep the Law to go to heaven). When the Judaizers came to visit in
Antioch, then Peter acted just like they did. Paul proclaimed that "we did not

yield in subjection ( ¢ O U JJt& them for even an hour, so that the truth of

the gospel would remain with you" (Galatians 2:5). Therefore, another
spiritual effect of spiritual control means that the local assembly does not

yield in subjection to hypocrisy and false doctrine.

13.9.5 Accepting Discipline Well . Receiving discipline does not always
seem joyful, but discipline trains us in Godliness and results in the peaceful
fruit of righteousness. For discipline to yield good results in our lives, we
must be subject ( ¢ O U U A HI® t0 the Father of spirits, and live (Hebrews
12:9). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual ¢ ontrol means that the
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local assembly lives in subjection to the discipline of the Lord and bears the
peaceful fruit of righteousness.

13.4.9 .6 Submit to God and Resist the Devil . James teaches us that
we must submit ( ¢ O B E Yt God, and resist the devi. Another effect of
The Spiritual Gift of Leading will be to help people to submit to God and,
while submitting to God, to resist the devil. Therefore, another spiritual
effect of spiritual control means the local assembly submits to God and
resists the devil.

13.4.9. 7 Submit to Every Human Institution . Peter commands us:
"Submit ( ¢ O @& E Y Yburselves for the Lord's sake to every human
institution (1 Peter 2:13; compare Titus 3:1). Notice that we submit for the

sake of the Lord Jesus. Jesus paidaxes (Matthew 17:24-27), and recognized
that even Pilate had no authority over Him except that authority given by

God to Pilate (John 19:11). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual
control causes the local assembly to submit to every human insttution,

within the will of God.

13.4.9 .8 Younger Men Be Subject to Elders . Peter also directs young
men to be subject to elders (1 Peter 5:5). Younger men would do well to let
older, Godly men lead the assembly. All leaders in the local assembly must
possess The Spiritual Gift of Leading. Within the group of men possessing
The Spiritual Gift of Leading, the younger men should follow the general
pattern of younger men submitting to the older men. Therefore, another
spiritual effect of spiritual control caus es younger men in the assembly to
submit to the older men.

13.5 The Spiritual Effect of Being Careful To Engage in Good

Deeds . Paul commanded Titus to be careful to speak confidently, so that
believers will be ciU@Fgehddeeds(Taus 8:8.9e i n
This spiritual effect of being careful to engage in good deeds flows from The
Spiritual Gift of Leading. As believers exercise their Spiritual Gift of Leading,
people hear them speak confidently about the doctrine in the New
Testament, and the believers become careful to engage in good deedsNot
only must the saints spiritually gifted with leading be careful to engage in
good deeds personally, but they must also lead others to engage in good
works. By implication, the entire assembly may unify its efforts to produce
good works, and unite individual efforts. Often, the leaders identify the
pressing needs of the saints that require others to do good deeds to meet

71




Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssertyborg

those needs (Titus 3:14). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual
control causes the local assembly to engage in good deed&o, we learn that
The Spiritual Gift of Leading produces the spiritual effects of control within
the local assembly and the local assembly being careful to engage in a variety
of good deeds, all to the gbry of God. The Spiritual Gift of Leading must be
exercised evenly, consistently, and with diligence.

13.6 Diligence and the Spiritual Gift of Leading . We have reviewed
some of the New Testament material concerning the general concept of
leading in the New Testament. From that general understanding of leading,

we can see that in Romans 12:8, it must be done with diligence. Therefore,
we will now begin a review of the New Testament concept of diligence, with
a special view of how diligence would apply to theuse of The Spiritual Gift of

Leading.

13.6.1 Word Study of Diligence . We can study the word "diligence"
( " 0 ¢ Oadnlthe New Testament to gain further insight into the proper
exercise of The Spiritual Gift of Leading. The study of the term "diligence"
reveals several related categories of meaning for this word, and many of them
tell us how to use The Spiritual Gift of Leading.

13.6.1.1 Diligence and Eagerness . In Romans 12:8, Paul used the word
for "dil i ge"ntedescribéHow Thé&spititual Gift of Leading must
be exercised. Sometimes that same word for "diligence" is translated "with
eagerness." We may gain further insight into the use of The Spiritual Gift of
Leading by reviewing some of the uses of the root term diligence.

13.6. 1.2 Onesiphorus . Onesiphorus stands out as a great example of
eagerness. During Paul's imprisonment in Rome, Onesiphorus diligent ly
( 0 ¢ O R Pdearched for Paul, to refresh him, even though others may have
stayed away because they were ashamed of his chain@ Timothy 1:16-17).
Men with The Spiritual Gift of Leading display this same quality. This
diligence identifies every man displaying The Spiritual Gift of Leading. You
may identify The Spiritual Gift of Leading by observing men in the local
assembly who sarch out the believers in the flock who needdeaconyin any
form, such as refreshment, encouragement, and the list goes on. The
Spiritual Gift of Leading prompts the believer to eagerly search out ways to
meet the needs of saints and they are not ashamd to go where others are too
ashamed or too scared or too important to go.
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13.6.2 Diligent Effort . In some New Testament passages, the root word
translated "diligence" found in Romans 12:8 has been translated as "make
every effort."

13.6.2.1 Come Quickly . For example, in 2 Timothy 4:21, Paul urged
Timothy to be diligent ( " G § O ('Dfo come before winter to visit him.
Previously, in 2 Timothy 4:9, Paul urged Timothy to be diligent ( G ¢tOJ G)O 1
to come quickly to him. This diligence that means "make diligent effort"
should also characterize the use of The Spiritual Gift of Leading.

13.6.2.2 Encourage Others . People with The Spiritual Gift of Leading
must be known as people who 'tiligent effort” to encourage others. Likewise,
in Titus 3:12, Paul urged Titus to make diligent effort to come to him in
Nicopolis.

13.6.2.3 Wiriting Others . Jude said he "was making diligent effort"
( " 0 ¢ O'Ptaiwrite concerning their common salvation (Jude 3) .

13.6.2. 4 Summary of Making Every Effort . The same "make diligent
effort" attitude describes one aspect of diligence that must be an important
part of how saints gifted with The Spiritual Gift of Leading undertake their

leading. They should put all of their efforts into leading, and not be absent
or part-time leaders. Of course, leaders can have a variety of fulttime jobs,
but when it comes to exercising their Spiritual Gift of Leading, they should
remember to make diligent effort.

13.7 Diligence and Helping Others . Another aspect of diligence
includes being careful to help others. Leaders need to help others with
diligence. For exampl e, Paul I NRsQitor uct e

help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way so that they would lack
nothing (Titus 3:13). This "lack nothing" ("1 B 11 @& ") attitude must guide

leaders to be diligent to help other workers lack nothing as they equip them
for deacony:.

13.8 Diligence and Self -Examination . Another meaning of "diligence"
i ncludes di |G Ulketkblftexarhinato totbe certain about the
calling of Christ and His choosing of believers (2 Peter 1:10). Saints with The
Spiritual Gift of Leading should be certain to encourage other saints to
examine themselves diligently to be sure they are pursuing personal spiritual
development in the areas of faith, moral excellence, knowledge, seHcontrol,
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perseverance, Godliness, brotherly kindness, and love (2 Peter 1:88). In 2

Peter 1:5), Peter directed t he)togpafeadtt s t o
their lives through adding Godly qual ities within themselves by the power of

God. With those spiritual qualities, saints will be useful for the service of God.

This quality of diligent self -examination, in conjunction with a spiritual

desire to mature in the qualities Christ produces in us, means that every

person desiring to lead must encourage everyone to perform regular spiritual
self-examination, starting with the leader himself.

13.9 Diligence and Spiritual Development . Another use, related

directly to the passage in 2 Peter 1:58, of this word "diligence" concerns the
duty of |l eaders t o blielkOpreseit$amntstd Christ ge n't
In peace, spotless and blameless (2 Peter 3:14). The spiritual welfare of the

flock requires constant diligence to preserve peace within the asembly, and

to promote a spotless and blameless testimony in every saint.

13.10 Diligence and Handling the Word of God . So often | meet

people who have been saved from the penalty of their sins for many years,

and yet cannot locate in their Bibles any two verses that describe salvation. |

am not talking about arcane spiritual matters in obscure passages, but

rather, basic truths about essential matters of the faith. Ignorance of God's

Word stains the lives of so many believers. Furthermore, many saints have

no intention of reading the Bible, and becoming acquainted with the

principles of reading and interpreting the Bible. In 2 Timothy 2:15, Paul |
commanded each sainttobec ont i nuous | y 0dit)Qd gresent ( G ¢ ¢
themselves approved to God as a wokman who does not need to be ashamed,
accurately handling the word of truth. The Spiritual Gift of Leading must

address this need in every Christian to learn how to handle and interpret the

Word of God, and it is not just the duty of the leading believers to interpret

the Bible and handle it accurately. Every saint must know how to read,

interpret and apply Scripture daily. Leaders use diligence in leading the

saints in this area. The spiritual effect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading means

that saints handle the Word of God properly, as a workman that does not

need to be ashamed.

13.11 Diligence and Reminding . In 2 Peter 1:15, Peter declared that he
woul d be di |l Rteahafter hisid¢paruie, his audience would
be able to call his teaching to thar minds. Leaders exercising The Spiritual
Gift of Leading should always have this desire to remind believers, and be
diligent about reminding believers, to abide in the doctrine of Jesus Christ
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and His teaching, as recorded in the Old and New Testaments.The spiritual
effect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading means that saints remember the
teachings of Christ.

13.13 Diligence and Entering the Rest of God . In Hebrews 4:11, God
commanded saints that w&RmUdbenterblisresdti | i ge
In exercising The Spiritual Gift of Leading, everyone who has received the

Word of God with saving faith must be diligent to enter the rest of God. The

leader works with saints to keep them from falling, and being sure that each

saint remains strong in the faith . The spiritual effect of The Spiritual Gift of

Leading produces diligence in entering the rest of God.

13.14 Diligence and Godly Sorrow . Another example of the use of the
term for "diligence” occurs in 2 Corinthians 7:11. There we see that Godly
sorrow produced great diligence ( 0 ¢ OIJ ita the Corinthians as they dealt
with the sinful brother described in 1 Corinthians 5:1 -5. Their great diligence
led them to vindication, fear, longing, zeal and avenging of wrong. Leaders
operating under the influence of The Spiritual Gift of Leading will help all
the saints develop a sense of greatliligence as the result of Godly sorrow over
sin. This great diligence will itself result in the saints taking appropriate
action to restore the sinner, and restore the local assembly. The spiritual
effect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading produces an diligent sorrow over sin
leading to repentance and Godly living.

13.15 Elders Do Not Rule . At this point, nothing in the New Testament
indicates that Elders rule. In fact, Elders must submit to the Church
Overseers. Everyone in authority in the church should be servant leaders,
following the lead of Christ. Some men will be "Esteemed Ones" in the
church, but not necessarily elders or Church Overseers (remember Judas
Barsabbas and Silas). The term archon (ruler) never applied to the any
position in the church. Therefore, when anyone describes themself as a ruler
of the church, you should ask them to show you any passage in the Scriptures
describing any man except Jesus(the God-Man) as a ruler of the church.
Many terms describe church leadership, but they do not describe church
rulers. Please remember why Jesus commanded Hidearners neverto accept
titles like "rabbi," "father," or "superior," because One is your Superior
(Matthew 23:10).

13.16_Hallmarks of the Spiritual Gift of Leading . S0, we may
summarize The Spiritual Gift of Leading. Jesus emphasized that the greatest
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among the saints would be the least of them and servant of all (Mark 9:33-
37). We see then, aservants, saints gifted with The Spiritual Gift of Leading
must exercise leading with diligence, and be an example to the flock. As
saints, we must appreciate their work and honor them.

13.17 Summary of The Spiritual Gift of Leading

t Leading-gifted believers lead first at home with diligence.

! Leading-gifted believers provide spiritual care for everyone.

! Leading-gifted believers provide physical care.

! Leading-gifted believers search carefully for missing people.

! Leading-gifted believers promote voluntary submission and
compulsory control by causing people to keep the commandments of Christ

found in the Bible.

t Leading-gifted believers avoid hypocrisy and confront others who
fall into it.

! Leading-gifted believers accept discipline well.
t Leading-gifted believers submit to God and resist the devil.

! Leading-gifted believers pay their taxes and submit to every
institution.

t Leading-gifted believers act with eagerness and bring spiritual
refreshment.

¢ Leading-gifted believers come quickly to visit those people in
spiritual need.

¢ Leading-gifted believers write others concerning their common
salvation.
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14

Permanent
Di squalification

from Church Office?

14. 1 Disqualification from Church Office . My views below represent

my current best understandings of complex issues in Scripture. Be sure to

examine everything carefully and hold on to the good (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

This basic study concerns the teaching of God concerning the continuing

state of immoralty r el at ed to (1) marriage (
O OGUMIEOI3) adultery (17 OERINI,08BNd (4
Can a male be permanently disqualified from holding a Church Office? (God

described only males holding Church Offices. Femaks never held the Church

Office of Overseer or Church Office of Deacon) How does church leadership

relate to sexual and marital problems? This study will only touch upon a few
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basic issues without full discussion. Paul described the qualifications for
holding the Church Office of Overseer and the Church Office of Deacon.
When those qualifications concerned sexual morality and divorce, was Paul
describing a continuing state or something else? We need an answer from
the Scriptures about permanent disqualific ation from Church Offices. The
answer to that question guides choices related to church leadership. In this
study below, I will focus only upon males holding Church Offices, because
females were not allowed to teach or exercise authority over males; they vere
to remain silent during Breaking of Bread services (1 Timothy 2:9-15; 1
Corinthians 14:34-35). (In passing, the term "marriage" in this study means
a lawful marriage between one male and one female, both of age to consent
to such marriage. The Scriptural principles discussed below apply to lawful
marriages between a biological male and a biological female) Therefore,
females were never described as holding any Church Office.

13.2 Church Leadership . Jesus, as God in the flesh, spoke Holy Words,
just as every writer in the Bible wrote Holy Words, breathed out by God. As
we examine the Scriptures regarding permanent disqualification from
church office, the grammar and syntax may help clarify the issues. Jesus used
a present indicative verb to describe the sin of adultery (Matthew 5:32;19:9).
Jesus in Matthew 5: 3Q2U0-fresemtdmiddidipassive e r m 1
indicative, third singular and iW@GUMatth
-present middle indicative. Notice the use of the middle voice (reflexive
action).) Did Jesus mean that the sin of adultery continues after divorce and
into the new marriage? If so, how long does it continue? Jesus set precise
qualifications for holding the Church Office o f Overseer (1 Timothy 3:%7;
Titus 1:5-9) and the Church Office of Deacon (1 Timothy 3:8-13). Some of
those qualifications relate to immorality. This study focuses upon whether a
male may be permanently disqualified from holding a Church Office because
of a continuing state of immorality, divorce, remarriage, or homosexuality.
We all need to understand the Scriptures about the issue: Permanent
Disqualification from Church Office? Do the Scriptures support permanent
disqualification? If so, for what? The Scriptures teach that God forgives sin
and no longer remembers the sinful acts (Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:12),
cleansing us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). The Scriptures would
have to provide clear teaching to overcome the presumption that all sins have
been forgiven. Of course, some sins like alcoholism may be forgiven entirely,
but the bodily effects of those sins remain after forgiveness. The
qualifications for holding a Church Office focus upon spiritual, not bodily,
qualifications.
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14.3 Qualificat ions for Church Leadership . Paul provided some
overlapping qualifications for holding the Church Office of Overseer and the
Church Office of Deacon. This study focuses upon only two of those
qualifications: (1) one woman man; and (2) leading his own household
well.(In some ways, all qualifications for Church Offices relate directly to
ongoing problems that may have lasting effects. For example, the
qualification of children who believe may have lasting effects upon
qualifications for holding a Church Offic e. SeeNew Testament Leadership.)

14.4 Must . Paul linked all the qualifications of the Church Overseer to the
si mpl e ver b)ad amuesentactive mditative. God focused more
upon the present qualities of the Church Overseer rather than his past
actions. Some people, however, may argue that reputation matters and
indeed it does. Again, however, the Church Overseer must be above reproach
1T Uapl EY } bubPaul used a present infinitive to describe the current
reputation. While some grammarians argue against putting much time value
on tense and focus instead upon the action described by the verb, the focus
in 1 Timothy 3 rests upon present qualities and not historical acts in the
distant past.

14.5 One Woman Man . The Church Overseer must be a "one woman
man"(Paul used t IOBO6 pGEIAGSHIThEELt e Omeahs
a certain one out of more than one. (See Luke 14:18-beginning from one
( T @&all excused themselves; Luke 17:34-two (i U)©@n one (i E) bed, the
one ( UQ taken; Luke 22:59--one (I E) hour; Acts 24:21 one voice | E)

among many; Hebrews 12:16-s ol d bi rt hr i ¢gdhmeal)f) Paul
used this expression "one woman man" in 1 Timothy 3:2; 3:12; Titus 1:6. By
choosing the OQtRaul emplasized tifal tfe Church Overseer
must have one woman in his life. Likewise, he must have no sexual
connections to any other person. Although beyond the scope of this study,
some people argue the qualification "above reproach" effectively disqualifies
virtually all divorced males from holding a Church Office because the ex-

spouse and her children may say bad, but true, things about the Churt

Office candidate, thus rendering him disqualified because of their

reproaches. This argument misses the point that such attacks may be sinful
in themselves, coming from a heart of non-forgiveness (Matthew 6:15; 18:35;
Ephesians 4:31; Hebrews 12:15). Undethat standard, Paul himself would be

permanently disqualified for all the bad things he had done (Philippians 3:6;

Acts 24:5). Likewise, Peter and Barnabas were guilty of public hypocrisy and
would not be above reproach (Galatians 2:1113). Furthermore, if God does
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not condemn the candidate for Church Office (Romans 8:1), why should the
sinful opinions and the bitter root of some people hold back a candidate for
Church Office who otherwise meets all the qualifications?

14.5.1 Single . Because Paul was sigle and urged others to be single (1
Corinthians 7:1), he was not excluding single men from being a Church
Overseer. Because Paul himself warned that some false teachers were
forbidding marriage, it seems unlikely that Paul was saying all Church
Officers must be married only once in their lifetime (1 Timothy 4:3). Clearly,

if the wife of a Church Overseer died, then the Church Overseer would be free
to remarry in the Lord (Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:39. See also 1 Timothy
5:14). By emphasizing that a man nust be a one woman man, Paul was also
building upon the teaching about the effects of sexual sin with a woman,
resulting in becoming one body with that woman (1 Corinthians 6:16 --not
one flesh). (To describe becoming "one body" with a prostitute, Paul wrote
*1 & ¥ /(1 Corinthians 6:16), which stands in contrast to "d 0 11 ¢'U
Matthew used to describe joining in marriage, so that they are no longer two
"0 U'@Matthew 19:6).) Regarding a one woman man, Paul also excluded
sexual contact with any men or women who were not his woman. Therefore,
Paul emphasized a man must be a one woman man and he must not be joined

sexually to other people (male or female). (Regarding the termA 61 UEé U O,

Matthew used t heOADHd fU kmdhdtcentex of the disdipes U
saying that it is better not to marry than to be stuck for life with a wife who
commits immorality without any chance of divorce (Matthew 19:10). Luke
used al so used t GA%0b |dkibalesdibe lderod haviigtheé e U

wife of his brother Phi | i p (Luke 3:19). Jesu used

Ad 1 UEé teberibe the wife of Lot (Luke 17:32). John described a
Samaritan woman asA 6 T UJbét she had five husbands, and the one with
her then was not her husband (John 4:17). John also used the definite article
UOA 6 1 U Eoddasbribe the Samaritan woman who testified to the City of
Sychar (John 4:39). Luke used the definite article U OA 6U E étd describe
the wife of Ananias conspiring with him (Acts 5:2). Luke also described
Ti mot hy' s mot h®@Jewish kelieger (Acts 1181 &aul said it is
good for man not to touch a A 6 1 UJ1éCorinthians 7:1). Those examples
show the varied uses of the term A 6 1 UJ&v@h and without the definite
article. 1n 1 Timothy 3é@ouRacusatives ed
feminine plural). Paul used the term A 6 1élJ @ 1 Corinthians 7:29;
Ephesians 5:25; 5:28; Colossians 3:19; 1 Timothy 2:9, 3:11)describing both
women and wives) We may now press on with Scriptures regarding
permanent disqualification from Church Office.
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14.5.2 Julian Laws . The Julian laws on marriage prohibited polygamy and
imposed taxes on unmarried people in the Roman Empire. (Roman law
("Leges Juliae and Lex Papia Poppaea, see Annals of Tacitus, 3:25)
prohibited polygamy and adultery and encouraged children.) Therefore,
because of existing secular law against polygamy, the translation "husband
of one wife" seems disfavored.

14.5.3 Divorce . Some people argue that a divorced man cannot be a Church
Overseer. Jesus described all people who file for divorce as sinful, no
exceptions (Matthew 19:1-12; seeDivorce and Remarriage). When people file
for divorce and no sexual immorality has occurred during the marriage, then
the person filing for divorce adds the sin of adultery. Paul, however, did not
use anyo f the words related to marriage (
i mmorality ( ¢ OOo:l¢DaW)Biduestibe theoquatifieations
for Church Office. (See the terms used in Matthew 5:3132; 19:3-9; Mark
10:2-4, 1112; Luke 16:18 and 1 Corinthiars 7:1112) Jesus directed His
discussion of marriage, divorce and remarriage to isolated acts of sin, not
necessarily continuing sinful states, such as a continuing condition of
immorality. Paul focused upon present actions and present character.
Certainly, at the moment of salvation, every person becomes a new creation
in Christ, and all the old things have passed away (2 Corinthians 5:17; 1
Corinthians 6:9 -11). Therefore, actions and character before salvation should
have no bearing on the qualifications for being a Church Overseer, unless the
male is a recent convert (1 Timothy 5:22-24). Divorce after salvation
becomes an issue where one party filed for divorce, and should be placed
under church discipline until they repent of their sin, but they need n ot
divorce, because God hates divorce (see Section Three below).

14.5.4 Adultery . Some people seem to think that adultery at any time
disqualifies a male from holding a Church Office. Jesus taught that merely
looking at a woman to lust after her amounts to adultery (Matthew 5:28).

Therefore, anyone claiming that adultery alone disqualifies a male from
holding a Church Office should carefully consider the true number of born -
again males committing adultery according to the Scriptures. Please
remember that none of the sexual words, like adultery, were used in the list
of qualifications for Church Office. Of course, no one supports adultery in
mind or body because Jesus condemned it repeatedly.

14.5.5 Analysis of One Woman Man . Candidates for Church Office must
be a one woman man. In other words, candidates for Church Office must not
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have sexual connections to anyone other than his wife. He must be faithful
to her in all things. Sexual conduct before salvation does not disqualify a
candidate, unless he is a reldively new convert. Likewise, divorce does not
disqualify a candidate, provided that if the candidate filed for divorce after
salvation, he must repent of his sin. One woman man does not require a
candidate to be married, nor does it require a man to be married to a
believer. The sinful reproaches of exspouses and their children should not
disqualify a candidate, if the behavior at issue has not occurred recently.
Jesus focused upon present activity, not past sinful acts and habits. Please
keep in mind that the phrase "permanently disqualified from holding a
church office” means in most cases "so long as the sin persists in the heart or
the actions," the disqualification from holding a Church Office remains
permanent.

14.5.6 Summary of One Woman Man

t The Phrase One Woman Man means the male remains faithful to one
woman.

t  The Phrase One Woman Man means a man has no sexual
connections to any other person.

t The Phrase One Woman Man does not exclude single men from
holding a Church Office.

t The Phrase One Woman Man does not mean divorced men are
disqualified from holding a Church Office.

¢ Single saints living together and having sex outside of marriage
remain permanently disqualified from holding a Church Office.

14.6 Leading His Own Household . Grammar and syntax matter in the

Scriptures. The difference between "Jesus may return” and "Jesus will

return" makes a big difference. God breathed out individual, holy words,

when writers moved by the Holy Spirit spoke for God and recorded their

revelations from God in the autographs of Scripture. Paul, writing under the

influence of the Holy Spirit, used a present, middle/passive participle, to

describe "leading his own house well" as a qualification for Church Overseer

(1 Timothy 3:4). (The best translati on of the term ¢0OFf 00U,
middle/passive participle, accusative masculine singular) is "leading",
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|l iterally from the root "stand before"
leading in The Spiritual Gift of Leading .) Elders do not rule, but they do lead

(See Matthew 23:112 about_forbidden titles) , but they should not be called

leaders. The root word for lead in Romans 12:8 provides guidance for
understanding the concept of leading in the New Testament. We can learn

about leading by studying the use of that word in the New Testament. The
deaconyof Church Overseer (an office of the church-not a spiritual gift) and

Church Deacon (an office of the church--not a spiritual gift) begins at home

(see the discussion of The Spiritual Gift of Leading above in chapter 13 aboe.

14.6.1 Leading at Home . Church Overseers must lead their own families

to the glory of God. Church Overseers in the New Testament have specialized

duties, such as shepherding the flockfrom: (a) savage wolves attacking from

without; and (b) evil men within the flock drawing away saints from the flock

(Acts 20:28-30). This deacony of leading in the home rests upon the same

root word as "leads" in Romans 12:8. Furthermore, the Church Overseers

and elders | é¢060) ¢dORIGB@I nts, who shoi
Godly leading (1 Thessalonians 5:12). Indeed,these elders who lead well

(eUd ¢0AAHA) should receive double honol
includes several different aspeds.

14.6.2 Taking Care . The Church Overseer must also be able to lead

(GO OAUWE) his own household well: if he
then how will he take care (¢ ET QGUUUE) of the church of
3:5). ( Three examples show what it means to take care. The Roman
centurion Julian had to guard Paul and take Paul to Rome. During the

journey, at Sidon, Julian allowed Paul to go to his friends and receive needed
care () EY OIOY (Acts 27:3). The good Samari
directed him to take care (¢ EY ®EUE) of his neighbor (
widow searched her house carefully (¢ ET &®) t o find the | os
15:8).) Please take notice here that the ability to lead his own household

directly relates to taking care of the church of God. The deaconiesof leading

and taking care have a direct relationship.

14.6.3 Under Control . The Church Overseer must keep his family and
household under God's spiritual control ( ¢ OU ) @ Timothy 3:4). Jesus
ascended to heaven after angelsauthorities and powers were subjected to
him (1 Peter 3:22). (Peter used an aorist participle "¢ OUUDANRT , "
emphasizing the scope and substance of the total control of the family and
household.) Therefore, we see this special power of God acting forceflly to
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bring supernatural beings (angels, authorities, and powers) into subjection

to Christ. In the following passages, the candidate for Church Office must
lead his own household and family well, and so spiritual control over his

household and family remains essential because that same quality of
spiritual control will help the entire assembly. Therefore, the following

passage defining spiritual control for the local assembly also applies to a
candidate for Church Office and his household and family.

14.6.4 Voluntary Submission and Compulsory Subordination . The
concept of spiritual control includes both voluntary submission and
compul sory subordination. This term i

aspects. Today, if you say someone is controlling, you ag often criticizing
them. Unbelievers long to live without the control of other people. In
contrast, Jesus loves to control His children and His mature children love
that control by His might (Ephesians 6:10 -17). In contrast, Paul also taught
us that the mind set on the flesh is not able to subjectitself (¢ OG G OUUE) t o
the law of God (Romans 8:7).

14.6.5 Jesus Subjects Himself . In the future, after all things have been

subjected ( ¢ O U JtA Jesus, then Jesus will be subjected () OUGAUUE) t o
theFat her who subj epcOietdl Uy alithings. We learn

from this verse that a believer does nothing more than Jesus does when He

IS subjected to the control and authority of the Father (1 Corinthians 15:28).

Being under the control of Jesus or the Father in no way diminishes the

spiritual stature of the person being subjected, but rather acknowledges a

perfect joining of wills. Although we do not yet see all things placed in
subjection to Christ, yet the Scripture proclaims that, in fact, all things have

been placed in subjection to Christ (Hebrews 2:8).

14.6.7 Power of Jesus . Furthermore, Christ Himself has the inherent,

divine power as God to subject all things to Himself (Philippians 3:21).

Therefore, one effect of spiritual control means the family lives under the
control of Jesus. The term "control" also includes obedience to your
confession of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 9:13, Paul discussed the deacony of
hard work to earn a living to supply the needs of the saints and make
donations to other believers. As the Corinthians worked for a living, they
glorified God by their obedience ( ¢ O U 1A their confession of Christ. The
Spiritual Gift of The Leader produces obedience in working and giving
money for the support of the saints. In a more general sense, spiritual control
means believers live obediently to their confession of Jesus Christ. If you
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claim to be born again by confessing Christ as Lord because of your faith in
Him, you must subject yourself to Him.

14.6.8 Not Yielding to Hypocri sy and False Teachers . In the Book of
Galatians, Paul described hypocrisy. He confronted the apostle Peter for
falling into the hypocrisy of acting like a Judaizer (these people taught you
must keep the Law of Moses to go to heaven). When the Judaizers cam to
visit in Antioch, then Peter acted just like they did. Paul proclaimed that "we
did not yield in subjection ( ¢ O U ) #& them for even an hour, so that the
truth of the gospel would remain with you" (Galatians 2:5). Therefore,
another spiritual effect of spiritual control means that the local assembly
does not yield in subjection to hypocrisy and false doctrine.

14.6.9 Accepting Discipline Well . Receiving discipline does not

always seem joyful, but discipline trains us in Godliness and results in the

peaceful fruit of righteousness. For discipline to yield good results in our

lives, we must be subject (¢ OUUABIRB U) to the Father of
(Hebrews 12:9). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual control means

that the local assembly lives in subjection to the discipline of the Lord and

bears the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

14.6.10 Submit to God and Resist the Devil . James teaches us that we

must submit ( ¢ OBEUU) t o God, and resist the ¢
effect of spiritual control will be to help people to submit to God and, while

submitting to God, to resist the devil. Therefore, another spiritual effect of

spiritual control means the local assembly submits to God and resists the

devil.

14.6.11 Submit to_Every Human Institution . Peter commands us:

"Submit ( ¢ OB EUU) yoursel ves for t he Lor d'
institution" (1 Peter 2:13; compare Titus 3:1). Notice that we submit for the

sake of the Lord Jesus. Jesus paid taxes (Matthew 17:24€7), and recognized

that even Pilate had no authority over Him except that authority given by

God to Pilate (John 19:11). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual

control causes the local assembly to submit to every human
institution, within the will of God.

14.6.12 You nger Men Be Subject to Elders . Peter also directed young
men to be subject to elders (1 Peter 5:5). Younger men would do well to let
older, Godly men lead the assembly. All leaders in the local assembly must
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possess The Spiritual Gift of Leaders. Yet, notall Church Overseers will have
The Spiritual Gift of Leaders. Within the group of men possessing The
Spiritual Gift of Leaders, the younger men should follow the general pattern
of younger men submitting to the older men. Therefore, another spiritual
effect of spiritual control causes younger men in the assembly to submit to
the older men.

14.6.13 Being Careful To Engage in Good Deeds . Paul commanded
Titus to be careful to speak confidently, so that believers will be careful to
| ead GUPDI@ UE) eds (Titw® 8. Thisespiritual effect of being
careful to engage in good deeds flows from the Church Office. As Church
Officers exercise spiritual leadership, people hear them speak confidently
about the doctrine in the New Testament, and the believers become careful
to engage in good deeds. Not only must the saints holding a Church Office be
careful to engage in good deeds personally, but they must also lead others to
engage in good works. By implication, the entire assembly may unify its
efforts to produ ce good works, and unite individual efforts. Often, the leaders
identify the pressing needs of the saints that require others to do good deeds
to meet those needs (Titus 3:14). Therefore, another spiritual effect of
spiritual control causes the local assenbly to engage in good deeds.

14.6.14 Dignity . The Church Overseer muWEUOOAi
at home and | ead w). Fohexainplé, Ongsiphocus stahds ¢ O 6 Ui
out as a great example ofdllgence During Paul's imprisonment in Rome,
Onesiphorus diligentyl ( 6 ¢ OB®DY searched for Paul ,
Timothy 1:17), even though others may have stayed away because they were
ashamed of his chains. This diligence identifies every man displaying
spiritual leadership.

14.6.15 Murder . As a side note, if the evil acts in the distant past were at
issue in the qualifications for church leadership, then Paul himself would be

condemned as a murderer (compare Proverbs 28:17 for the lack of support
of such murderers) and unfit to be an apostle for Jesus Christ. Consider also
David, who was not fit to build the temple be cause of his bloody hands, but
could assist Solomon (1 Chronicles 22:811). (The Hebrew text of 1
Chronicles 22:8-11 describes David as a man of war-(, Y _ 1), ¥indhe shed
bloods ( . _+ "1 ))MNotice the ptural of bloods. David not on ly shed the blood
of his enemies, but he also shed the innocent blood of Uriah the Hittite and

made others join the conspiracy to commit murder (2 Samuel 11:1418).
Murderers may be permanently disqualified from some service to the Lord
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Jesus, but we must balance both David and Paul in such equations
concerning qualifications for leadership in the local assembly.) Even so,
David was not forced to relinquish his position as king because of his bad
acts. Instead, God sent a sword to stay in the family of Davd (2 Samuel
12:10).

14.6.16 Analysis of Leading His Own Household . As with a one
woman man, God focused upon present activity about leading at home. If the
candidate's household currently remains out of spiritual control, and he does
not gain control over his own household, then he cannot exercise effective
spiritual control as a Church Officer. The emphasis should be upon members
of his household, not adult children and others who do not live under his
roof. If he has unbelieving children or an unbelievin g spouse, then they must
be under spiritual control. In many ways, this qualification may disqualify
more candidates than one woman men. The elements of spiritual control
described above control disqualification. Those qualities in the household
grow over time, and not at once. Every family will have serious conflicts and
problems, with huge sins occurring in the household, but spiritual control
remains paramount. The sin itself is not the main disqualifier for the
candidate. No family will have an absence of sin in the household. The
guestion remains about whether the candidate deals with the sin and still
maintains spiritual control in the household. Again, what happens in the
household will likely happen on a larger scale in the assembly.

14.6.17 Summary of the Qualifications for Church Leadership

{ Candidates for a Church Office must lead their own households well.
t Candidates for a Church Office must take care at home.

t A divorced male is not necessarily excluded from holding a Church
Office, provided he meets the other qualifications.

t A male who sinfully divorced his wife and then remarried is not
necessarily excluded from holding a Church Office, provided he meets the
other qualifications.

t God described present qualifications for Church Offices, not
historical details.
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14.7 Immorality and Divorce . Questions frequently arise about
immorality and divorce in the context of permanent disqualification from
Church Office.

14.7.1 Basic Questions about Divorce . Some Phaisees asked Jesus if a
man could lawfully divorce his wife for any reason. Jesus answered that what
God has joined together, no man should separate.(Jesus said these words: "

Of 2aUldioBU6sTUED RO CRORO B &) Then the Pharisees asked
Jesus about divorce under the Law of Moses. Jesus answered that only
people with a hard heart file for divorce (Matthgw 19:8). (Jesus said these
wor dsA UEUI® U5RULO¢ ooUl el Ed OlélUlolT(l) Us Ur U1

172000 UEGAG6TEWd 1,900 ROU O AAOT OO RO

14.7.2 Except for Immorality . Jesus also said that if anyone looses his
wife, except for the cause of |mmoraI|ty (porneia), and marries another, he
commits adultery. (Jesus said tABRis&| WEDH5:00" 1
UTA6TedDUOT "¢ ¢ OdT &AIUAUW o1 1 B 1O BRI)ETherefore,
everyone who divorces his spouse has a sin problem consisting of a hard
heart. If the hard -hearted man divorces his wife for any reason other than
immorality, then he commits a second sin of adultery when he marries
another woman. Regarding imm  orality, Jesus taught that a man looking at a
woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart
(Matthew 5:28). Therefore, the sin of repeated adultery characterizes many
marriages.

14.7.3 Continuing Sin Jesus used a present adve indicative verb to
describe that second sin of adultery (Matthew 5:28; see also Matthew 19:9).
Jesus used t hUeUEWemdy consideEtRe general case of
divorce and then specific cases of divorce and immorality (porneia).

14.7.3.1 General Case of Divorce . Jesus described the general case of
divorce. In the New Testament, all questions regarding divorce focus upon a
person filing for divorce and the effect of that person's sinful behavior by
filing for divorce. Many people overlook the deta iled focus in Scripture upon
the person filing for divorce and confuse the person filing for divorce with
the person being divorced.

14.7.3.2 Specific_ Case One: Divorce without Immorality . Jesus
described two cases of divorce in Matthew 19:19. First, he described a
divorce where no immorality (porneia) occurred in the marriage giving rise
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to divorce. Jesus said that if a man divorced his wife, and she never
committed adultery, then he committed hard -hearted sin plus adultery sin
by divorcing her. In that ¢ ase, the man filing for divorce committed two sins
(hard heart sin and adultery sin). Jesus also described immorality during the
marriage in Matthew 19:9.

14.7.3.3 Specific Case Two: Divorce with Immorality . Jesus also
described the effect of immorality (p orneia) when a man files for divorce.
Jesus used the present tense to describe adultery related to filing for divorce.
By using the present tense in the indicative mood to describe committing
adultery by filing for divorce and marrying another, (Matthew 5: 28; 19:9),
was Jesus indicating that the sin of adultery has a continuing nature to it?
Jesus may have meant that so long as the man continues in that adulterous
new marriage, he continues in adultery. The Proverbs provide that the man
who commits adultery will experience lasting consequences after the
physical act has ended, including: (1) being reduced to a loaf of bread; (2)
punishment; (3) self-destruction; (4) wounds; (5) disgrace; (6) reproach
upon him which will not be blotted out; and (7) an angry cuckold husband
who will not be satisfied with many gifts (Proverbs 6:26 -35). While those
consequences may continue after the physical act, God has still forgiven the
sin for believers. In the alternative, did Jesus mean that the remarriage after
divorce not based upon spousal immorality was a single act of immorality
and not continuing in nature? We must recall that God hates divorce
(Malachi  2:14-16). (Malachi 2:14  provided: TR B T

oo X LT TS TN WY T W T VAW POTW S Dixss

A T Y TN RN VAT T ST LTS YN S N T
T NS M ¥ HIMTR S YD L T T

TN Y T XLTS M S s Y HSE, régarding divorce and church
leadership, does a man continue to livein adultery after divorcing his wife
without immorality during the marriage and then remarries another
woman? In other words, if my wife has always been faithful to me and |
divorce her and marry another woman, can | ever be a Church Overseer or a
Church Deacon? Does my sin of adultery continue so that | am permanently
disqualified from holding a Church Office? If | confess my sin of adultery,
can | then hold a Church Office? Must | divorce my present spouse to become
eligible to hold a Church Office? Those questions turn, in part, upon other
Scriptures. So, we can compare Scripture with Scripture to see if a male may
be permanently disqualified from church leadership.
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14.7.4 Analysis of Immorality and Divorce . Jesus focused upon
present activity of the candidate, far more than the past of the candidate. In
dealing with immorality, Jesus explained that people file for divorce because
they always have a hard heart, no exceptions. If they file for divorce, without
immorality in the marriage, then they add the second sin of adultery. If a
candidate has a history of divorce, he must repent of his sin in the divorce
and remarriage, if applicable. Divorce, by itself, does not disqualify a
candidate from a Church Office.

14.7.5 Summary of Immorality and Divorce .

t A candidate for Church Office who divorced his wife after his

salvation must repent of his sin of filing for divorce before being considered
for Church Office.

t A candidate for Church Office who divorced his wife after his
salvation and without immorality in the marriage and then married another
woman must confess his sin of filing for divorce and his sin of adultery.

¢ Divorce before the salvation of the candidate plays no role in his
eligibility for Church Office, provided he is not a recent c onvert.

¢ God focused upon present conduct more than historical details when
reviewing qualifications for Church Office.

14.8.1 Basic Questions about Remarriage . Jesus answered the
question about whether a man may divorce his present wife and then marry
another woman (Matthew 5:31-32). (Roman law ("leges juliae and Lex Papia
Poppaea, see Annals of Tacitus, 3:25) prohibited polygamy and adultery and
encouraged children. Jesus apparently took this prohibition against
polygamy act into consideration because He focused upon a man divorcing
one wife so that he could marry another woman. Under Roman law, the man
could not have two wives and so had to divorce his first wife if he wanted to
marry another woman. ) Jesus made it plain that immorality did not occur in
the marriage, yet the husband divorced the wife. Jesus declared that the man
commits adultery by divorcing his first wife and then marrying another.
Furthermore, the man also causes the first wife to commit adultery.
Therefore, if the new marriage starts with adultery, should that man divorce
his new wife to stop the adultery? In these Matthew verses, Jesus answered
the question about whether the man should divorce his new wife because of
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the adultery involved in marrying her. So often the answer to our questions
stands in the passage we are studying. Jesus said that no one should divorce.
Therefore, we know that in the first marriage, the man should not have
divorced his wife for any reason.

14.8.2 No Divorce, No Exceptions . Jesus taught no divorce, no
exceptions in Matthew 19. Jesus also addressed the implications of no
divorce and no exceptions. In Matthew 5:31-32, Jesus succinctly provided
further teaching regarding adultery in a marriage and after a marriage. The
key lies in the phrase "you cause her to commit adultery.” (Jesus may have
meant the marriage endures because God never wants men to separate what
He joined together. Therefore, both husband and wife commit adultery if
they have sex with anyone not part of the onginal marriage. | disfavor this
view because of Matthew 19 and 1 Corinthians 7 where Jesus provided much
more information about the dynamics of divorce and remarriage. Man does
not separate the marriage by sex outside marriage, but by filing for divorce.
Therefore, the marriage terminates by legal dissolution of marriage, not sex.
Remember the context, questions and answers in Matthew 19) When a man
divorces his wife for any reason other than immorality, that man then causes
that innocent spouse to commit adultery. She has done nothing wrong and
still gets divorced because the husband wants to marry another woman.
When the innocent woman later has sex outside of marriage because she
burns, she commits adultery. The man commits adultery at the moment he
has sex with another woman not his first wife. Therefore, even if the first sex
occurs after he marries the new woman, he still commits adultery. Now the
loop has closed regarding the teaching of Jesus. Jesus never taught that
adultery during the marriage may be a grounds for divorce. He taught no
divorce, no exceptions. Divorce always flows from a hard heart, no
exceptions (Matthew 19:8).

14.8 .3 Adultery after Divorce . If a man divorces his wife, he always does
so because of a hard, sinful heart. If his wife committed immorality during
the marriage, then he only commits one sin (hard heart) when he divorces
her. If his wife did not commit immorality and he divorces her and marries
another, then he has two sins: (1)the sin of a hard heart; and (2) the sin of
adultery by marrying the new woman. If the man had sex with the new wife
for the first time during their new marriage, then they committed adultery at
that moment. If they had sex before marriage, he committed adultery at that
moment. We can learn from th ese principles that the same laws for marriage
that Jesus already established apply to the new marriage, just like the old

91




Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssertyborg

marriage (closing the loop). All divorce rests upon a hard heart. Therefore,
any divorce in the new marriage would be based upon a snful, hard heart.
God intends for them to stay together.

14.8 .4 Staying in the Second Marriage . If a man divorces his wife and
marries another, then he commits adultery when he remarries (the new
marriage). All the divorce laws Jesus gave in the New Testanent still apply
to the new marriage following a divorce. Furthermore, the new husband
cannot divorce the new wife and claim adultery, because he also has
committed adultery, and so has unclean hands related to that first sexual act
with his new wife. Therefore, they should not get divorced and only the first
sexual act constituted adultery. (Jesus used the term "to commit adultery”

( 7 OE R W&derist infinitive) to describe the act of adultery for the
innocent spouse).)

14.8 .5 Adultery and the Innoce nt Spouse . If a man divorces his wife

and marries another, that man makes the first wife he sinfully divorced -
commitadultery. J esus used t he--ptesentactive iddicative( ¢ OE U
third person singular) to describe the ex-wife committing adultery. The
present tense, active voice makes an argument that the adultery continues.

The question becomes, continues in what sensey Has the innocent spouse

just been condemned to a life without sex for doing nothing wrong? The

better answer to me lies in the application of 1 Corinthians 7:1-9, indicating

that because of immoralities, women should have husbands if they lack the

gift of self-control. If the innocent spouse has sex outside of marriage, she
commits adultery. If she has sex after remarriage, she doesnot commit
adultery. Because many people burn with passion, they commit immorality.

They may marry to avoid such immorality, as explained in 1 Corinthians 7:8-

9.

14.8 .6 Adultery and the Guilty Spouse . Jesus also addressed the man R
who marries the woman who divorced herself. (Paul wrotez ¢ O Ul 63 &l EI
perfect passive/middle participle, accusative feminine singular --1 take it as

middle voice, meaning she divorced herself) She has the hard heart seeking
divorce. In the alternative, you m ay interpret the verb as passive voice (she

was divorced), and so whoever marries her commits adultery. | disfavor this

view because she remains the innocent spouse, without sin. Under the
passive voice view, she will face all the pressures of burning described in 1
Corinthians 7, and cannot avail herself of marriage without sinning. (I
recognize the strength of both passive and middle voice explanations,
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especially with change from 2 ¢ O1 U(Brdicle + perfect active participle,

nominative masculine singular) contrasted with = ¢ © UbIT &1 ET ( pr e s
middle/passive participle, accusative feminine singular (many arguments

about that contrast abound). In the last phrase, regarding the man marrying

t hat woman, Jesus used t he UdbBredentc o mmi
middle passive indicative).) Furthermore, Jesus opposed a saint filing for

divorce against a nonbelieving spouse, using the same commands from

Matthew 19 (see also 1 Corinthians 7:1216).

14.8 .7 Immorality and Marriage . As always, God hates divorce (Malachi
2:16). People in amarriage, no matter how badly it started, may confess their
sins and enjoy God's blessings, provided they were saved at some point. God
does not want anyone to divorce because of infidelity, unbelief, or any other
reason during a marriage. Therefore, the second marriage may include
adultery, but God forgives that sin just like He forgives adultery and
immorality in the first marriage.

14.8.7.1 Immorality Outside of Marriage . Generally, immorality
continues outside of marriage, but Paul urged the unmarried to marry to
avoid burning. In other words, generally marriage terminates immorality by
providing a holy sex because God has joined together a male and female in
marriage. Consider 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and 6:1220, which together provide
the foundation for 1 Corinthians 7.

14.8.7 .2 Salvation and Categories of Sinners . Before salvation, people
were described as i mmor al $ and éfiedinateE) , a
0 U1 Uyérd homosexuals 60 & U1 O 8,8ll simple, plural nouns. Some
of those people mayhave been married. Those terms described their lives
before they were washed and sanctified by saving faith in Jesus Christ. In
fact, people before salvation may have fallen into more than one category and
some of those categories overlap. Their sinful acé make them fall into
categories of sexual sin that characterize their spiritual lives. Yet, Christ
removes those categories from their lives and they join the new category of
saints and that category removes all other categories (but not necessarily the
sinful practices). Therefore, while unsaved people may be categorized by the
sins they commit, they no longer may be categorized that way after salvation.

14.8.7 .3 Sanctified and Justified . At the moment of salvation, all sinners
were washed and sanctified and justified A(lyCorinthians 6:11). (God said
'such wer e s onelldifE T Ndinperfect@diive indicative
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meaning continuing activity; contrasted with the washed (2 ¢ U1 OUG-Ua & U
aorist middle_indicative) signaling a new state of being and sanctified
(7A E /£G & dofistpassive indicative--notice the switch to passive voice here
signaling God's activity) and justified (“u E & U E &aoiist) |Passive
indicative --again signaling God's activity), so that the old categories do not
apply because you becamne a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians
5:17)) Therefore, the right to marry in 1 Corinthians 7 closes the loop once
again and the adultery does not continue once confessed or never applied in
the first place for the innocent spouse. Immorality contin ues until marriage,
but marriage may solve all immorality. The next question addresses the issue
of whether God ever commanded divorce. We can start with looking at incest
at Corinth.

14.8 .8 Analysis of Divorce and Remarriage . Remarriage after divorce
does not disqualify a candidate from holding a Church Office. If a candidate
divorced and remarried before salvation, no further inquiry is required and
no disqualification occurs. If the divorce and remarriage occurred after
salvation, then the candidate must repent of all sins related to the divorce
and remarriage. He should not have to divorce his current wife, no matter if
the marriage started with adultery. During the Church Age, Jesus never
commanded any believer to divorce anyone (believer or
unbeliever). Adultery never provided grounds for divorce. Everyone filing
for divorce has a hard, sinful heart, no exceptions. Everyone filing for divorce
sins against God, no exceptions.

14.8.9 Summary of Divorce and Remarriage

¢ Divorce and remarriage, by themselves, do not disqualify a male
from holding a Church Office.

t Jesus taught no divorce, no exceptions.
¢ Jesus taught that filing for divorce arises from a sinful, hard heart.

t Repentance for sexual sins, such as filing for divorce am remarrying
another person, must precede holding a Church Office.

14.9.1 His Father's Wife .In 1 Corinthians 5:1, Paul rebuked the
Corinthians because a typpeexisted in the mmor a
Corinthians' assembly, of such a type as not even named among the Gentiles,
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and they did not mourn or take action to stop it. Paul referred to a man in

the Corinthian church who had his father's wife. (Therefore, 1 Corinthians
5:1 showsthat ( a) U agddi in Gifferent forms (" U O EJ@®; and (b)

the man had ( R U)BHe wife of his father. When Paul used the term "had" in
the phrase "had his father's wife," does that mean they were married? We
may start to answer that question by examining the Old Testament Law of
Incest. One starting point is Deuteronomy 22:30, which provides: "A man

shall not take (1 Yhis father® wife so that he will not uncover his father®
skirt." Therefore, in the Old Testament, what does the term "take" mean
when applied to wives and others?

14.9.2 Old Testament Law of Incest . The OIld Testament Law
undergirds much of the moral teachings among Jews at the time of Jesus.
When the church began at Pentecost following the ascension of Jesus, how
much did things change regarding the teachings of the church about
morality? Paul did not cite the Old Testament Law of Incest, but he did
complain that even pagans did not do what a Corinthian did without
objection by the church at Corinth. Therefore, we can look at the incest at
Corinth, but first it may be helpful to understand the Old Testament
teachings and vocabulary about incest. If a man takes his brother's wife, it
was abhorrent. He has uncovered his brother's nakedness; they will bear
their sin. They will die c hildless (Leviticus 20:21). Although not explicit, it
appears they both live and remain childless, apparently indicating that the
marriage continued (compare John the Baptist confronting Herod for taking
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip and marryin g her. The daughter of
Herodias was Salome). The same commands applied to an uncle's wife.
Therefore, the Law of Incest in the Old Testament does not settle the
guestion of mandatory divorce for incestuous marriages.

14.9.2.1 Uncovering . As a preliminary matter, in Deuteronomy 22:30, the
phrase "uncovering his father's skirt" refers to sexual activity, not necessarily
marriage (see Deuteronomy 20:7). Therefore, Deuteronomy 22:30 does not
settle the issue about whether 1 Corinthians 5:1 concerns marriage o only
immorality. Further study of the Hebrew term "take" ( 1 Ymay help.

14.9.2.2 Female Slave . In Exodus 21:10, the term "take" (1 Y describled a
man who has a female slave and then he takesl( WYanothedrwoman (Exodus
21:10). Because the female slave may leave, it does not appear that the female
slave was married. Likewise, taking another woman implies that both the
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second woman and the female slave were taken sexually, but not necessarily
marrie d.

14.9.2.3 Sister . Likewise, if a man takes (I Y his sister, his father's
daughter or his mother's daughter, so that he sees her nakedness and she
sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace and both of them shall be cut off from the
sight of their people (Leviticus 20:17).

14.9.2.4 Wife . In Deuteronomy 22:13, a man takes his wife (1 Yand then
goesintoher( . & N.‘THel'takes" there described marriage and the "go in"
described intercourse. Therefore, the term take (1 Ydoes ndt always imply
marriage, but always implies sexual activity when used in a sexual context.

14.9.2.5 Homosexuality . In the context of forbidden sexual activity, if a
male lies (* M).Wwith a madle, then both of them must be put to death
(Leviticus 20:13). In arelated passage, Leviticus 21 deals with various forms
of unlawful sexual activity, including adultery (Leviticus 20:10, incest
(Leviticus 20:11-12), homosexuality (Leviticus 20:13), and bestiality
(Leviticus 20:15-16). In that passage, God switched fran "a man takes (1 Y .
his sister" (Leviticus 20:17) to a male who lies * M) with a male slave. In that
context, if a man takes his brother's wife, it is abhorrent; he has uncovered
his brother's nakedness. They will be childless (Leviticus 20:21). If a man lies
with male as those who lie with a woman, they both shall be put to death
(Leviticus 20:13). As a side note, priests must only marry a virgin, and not a
widow, or a divorced woman, or a harlot (Leviticus 21:14).) With that
background in place, the focus can now shift back to incest at Corinth.

14.9.2.6 Penalty . The penalty for sexual abominations was to cut off the
offender. God gave commands regarding incest involving the: father's wife
(Leviticus 18:8); daughter -in-law (Leviticus 18:15), brother's wife (Leviticus
18:16), woman and her daughter (Leviticus 18:17); all were to be dealt with
by cutting the offender off from Israel (Leviticus 18:29). (The Hebrew phrase
"and cut off" (" Y :--niphal perféct, third plura |I) describes the action of
removing the abomination from Israel by removing the people committing
the abomination so that it does infect others.) God said that the nations did
such things and the land spewed them out (Leviticus 18:25). Compare 1
Corinthian s 5:1 where the incest there was not known among the nations.
The question becomes does the phrase "cut off" mean to kill them or merely
put them outside the camp and outside the people of Israel without killing
them? When a man lies with his father's wif e, the explicit command was to
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put them to death, because their bloodguiltiness was upon them (Leviticus
20:11). Therefore, because they were to be killed, the Law of Moses on that
point never reached the question of mandatory divorce for incestuous
marriage concerning a man taking his father's wife. They would both be
killed and that punishment would end the matter. (Consider Absalom letting
everyone know he was having sex with his father's concubines (2 Samuel
16:22).) In the Church Age, no person was tobe put to death for sexual sins.
So, the question remains about whether an incestuous marriage in the
Church requires divorce. We may find some help in the Old Testament Law.
If a man uncovers the nakedness of his father's wife (Leviticus 18:8), then
anyone practicing such abomination shall be cut off from the people
(Leviticus 18:29). (The phrase "uncovers the nakedness" (¢ = X W21XF "5 L
does not always mean sexual activity, because Noah was in his tent with his
nakedness uncovered. Hisson Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness
of his father and told his brothers. The other brothers, Shem and Japheth,
covered Noah without seeing his nakedness. Noah awoke and cursed Canaan
and blessed Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:228).) The phrase"uncover the
nakedness" was used frequently in Leviticus 18, describing relationships
where nakedness should not be uncovered. Sexual activity may be in view,
but the phrase perhaps means only the shame of nakedness may be in view
(Genesis 3:67). In Deuteronomy 22:30 God forbade "taking" his father's
wife, so that he will not expose his father's skirt. See also Jerusalem once
honored was now despised because her lovers and others have seen her
nakedness (Lamentations 1:8). God spread His skirt over Israel to cover her
nakedness (Ezekiel 16:8). Yet, the prophets also spoke about the lewdness
and harlotries and nakedness uncovered through harlotries (Ezekiel 16:36).
God promised to gather all the lovers of Jerusalem to expose all her
nakedness and then faceGod judging her as a harlot (Ezekiel 16:3%38).
Because many of the uses of the phrase regarding exposing nakedness seem
associated with sexual activity, it cannot be ruled out. Therefore, even
uncovering the nakedness of the father's wife with sexual actvity brought the
death penalty, but without sexual activity, merely being cut off from Israel
may be a sufficient penalty. So, the penalty of death would have applied to
incestuous sexual relations outside of marriage, but sex inside an incestuous
marriage may bring the childless penalty.

14.9.2.6.1 Incest and Marriage at Corinth . The term "immorality"

( " ¢ Od)lirdlades incestuous activity, but 1 Corinthians 5:1 does not
necessarily describe a marriage. The sin of Deuteronomy 22:30 relates to the
son uncovering the nakedness of his father, by taking his father's wife
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sexually. In 1 Corinthians 5:1, the text does not explicitly say that the man
had married his father's wife, but "had' her. (Paul used the phrase @ U U
A6 TeU0UETUD ¢ UUG’R U.EThe infinitive here means he had her
sexually.) Some type of sexual relationship existed between the man and his
father's wife. Whether they were married turns upon the use of the term "to
have" ("R U'E T

14.9.2.6.2 John the Baptist . The same term "to have" (" R U)Eotcurs in
Matthew 14:4, where John the Baptist had been saying that Herod had the
wife of his brother Philip. John the Baptist used the phrase "it is not lawful
for you to have her" and Herod had marrled Philip's W|fe (Mark 6:17). (John
theBaptist used the&e0dWwBORE BDIUT. Cee the similar
construction in Mark 6:18.

14.9.2.6.3 The Samaritan Woman at the Well . Compare also the
discussion Jesus had with the Samaritan Woman at Jacob's well near Sychar.
Jesus used the term "l have" ( R B as it related to the woman having a
husband. Jesus said she had multiple husbands and right now she was
having a man who was not her husband (John 4:1618).)

14.9.2.6.4 Marriage and Lust . Paul used a similar imperative regarding
marriage: each man let have (R & Iis own wife and each wife let have
('R & {Her own husband (1 Corinthians 7:2). Therefore, Paul ordered people
to have their own spouses because of immoralities.

14.9.3 Analysis of Incest at Corinth . Marriage may be in view in 1
Corinthians 5:1 because: (1) Paul was familiar with the Old Testament Law
on incestuous marriage prohibiting a man from marrying his father's wife or
his brother's wife (Leviticus 18:7; 20:21); (2) the term "to have" ("*R U |
described Herod having the wife of his brother Philip and Herod had married
her (Mark 6:17-18); (3) the use of "let have" (" R & () Bescribed a man having
a wife or a woman having a husband (1 Corinthians 7:2). Whether God
directed the man "having"” his wife in an incestuous marriage to divorce her
remains unclear because Paul later mentioned the congregation had rebuked
him, but Paul did not detail that rebuke, but did urge the congregation to
comfort that man so that his sorrow would not be too great (2 Corinthians
2:5-7). (Interestingl y, Paul later wrote about the rebuke given to the man
having his father's wife (2 Corinthians 2:6). Paul used the singular phrase "to
such a o JOE OWdéntbnstrative pronoun, dative masculine
singular) the rebuke ("¢ E U Eiodany nominative feminine singular). )
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Clearly the sin was forgiven (2 Corinthians 2:10). In light of the general
prohibition against divorce in Matthew 19 and 1 Corinthians 7, the man may
not have divorced his wife, but repented of the evil. Please consider the
people returning to Jerusalem from the exile and divorcing their wives and
leaving their children from those foreign wives. (Please keep in mind the
limited case here of an adult male taking the adult wife of his father. We are
not dealing with underage marriages in this passage of 1 Corinthians 5:1 and
following. )

14.9.4 Summary of Incest at Corinth

t Incest at Corinth required action by the church to stop it.
t Incest at Corinth started with a man having his father's wife.

¢ God condemned manyforms of incest, and applied the death penalty
to incestual acts in the Old Testament.

t God commanded the church at Corinth to mourn over incest, but
then to forgive and comfort the sinner once the incest has been resolved by
repentance.

t The church at Corinth rebuked the man having his father's wife, and
then forgave the man and Paul praised the church for its obedience.

t Once a man has repented of his immorality in having his father's
wife, then he will no longer be permanently disqualified for holding a Church
Office. Depending upon the total circumstances (such as age and consent),
the man does not always have to divorce his father's wife.

14.10.1 The Guilt of the Exiles . In the days of Ezra, the exiles returned
from their Babylonian captiv ity. When they had returned to the land of
Israel, the people confessed their guilt before God. They said that no one
could stand before God because of their guilt, including guilt over marrying
foreign wives (Ezra 9:15). The exiles assembled and declaredtheir
unfaithfulness to God by marrying foreign women from the peoples of the
land (Ezra 10:2). (People disagree about the dates of return to Israel from
exile, but Sheshbazzar brought up many articles removed from Jerusalem
after the decree of Cyrus to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem and exiles
returned to Israel and lived in the land (Ezra 1:11). While some people may
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claim a period of about eight months from the first return to Jerusalem and
the new covenant requiring divorce, the evidence does not seenair tight for
limiting the time for the exiles to remarry to just eight months. Even so, the
short time period does not materially alter the impact of divorce upon both
wives and children.)

14.10.2 Repentance of the Exiles . The exiles repented of their sin (Ezra
10:1-4). Having repented of their sin, they made a new covenant with God to
put away all their foreign wives and children of those marriages, according
to the Law (Ezra 10:3). (The Hebrew text refers to divorce here as a putting
away 1 Y allwjvess and the ones born fromthem ( Nk M 3. They did this *

upon the advice of Adoni (1 Y .afd.those-who tremble (+ 1 ) at the _ 1 . s °

commandment of our God.) Under the new covenant established that day,
they would put them away according to the Law. That provision that they be
put away according the Law triggered certain rights in the wives. Basically,
Moses permitted divorce for people with hard hearts. Jesus said that God
never commanded divorce, but permitted divorce because of hard hearts.
(See Matthew 19:78.) God always and uniformly hated divorce, no
exceptions. Sinful people brought divorce into the world, and God provided

regulations for sinful divorce in Deuteronomy 24. In order to understand the

problem of divorce facing the exiles, the Old Testament Law of divorce in
Deuteronomy 24 must be kept in mind.

14.10.3 The Old Testament Law of Divorce . Moses regulated divorce
because God wanted to protect wves from the sinful actions of their
husbands filing for divorce because of their hard hearts. Moses reviewed the
case of a man taking a wife, and marrying her, and she finds no gracé Moses
used the word ~ #onveying the idea of grace; see Jeremiah 32; Zechariah
4:7; 12:10; some prefer the translation favor, but grace serves the context
better because he has a hard heart which repudiates grace.in his eyes,
because he has found some uncleanness in her. He then proceeds to divorce
her and must follow the regulations concerning his hard-hearted divorce
(Deuteronomy 24:2-4). Moses provided a short procedure for divorcing a
wife and providing her legal protection.

14.10.3.1 Legal Protection for Divorced Women . Moses provided
legal protection for the women divorced by their husbands. Those legal
protections included: (1) a written letter of divorce; (The Hebrew text
provides that a husband must write ( * --andl writes-x (Qal perfect with
waw) her a letter (- --se# also Genesis 5:1 andDeuteronomy 17:18).) and
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(2) the husband puts the letter in her hand; and (3) sends her out of the
house; (Compare Hagar taking Ishmael and fleeing from the face of Sarai
(Genesis 16:6)) and (4) the first husband cannot remarry the woman if she
remarries and then the second husband divorces her or the second husband
dies (Deuteronomy 24:1-4). (Notice that the second husband can divorce the
wife because he turns against her ( \ ™ --Qal petfect with waw consecutive).
This term "turns against her" has a specific meaning in Deuteronomy 24:13
where a man takes a wife, but does not find her a virgin. The parents of the
woman charged with not being a virgin may produce a garment of proof
showing her virginity before the elders. Then that man who wrongly defamed
the virgin shall pay a hundred of silver to the girl's father for publicly
defaming a virgin of Israel. That man shall never be allowed to divorce that
woman he defamed (Deuteronomy 22:1319).) God intended for divorce to
be permanent and so discouraged divorce ad remarriage at a whim. The
first husband cannot take the wife back because she has been defiled(The
Hebrew term for defiled (s . ) iNdicates'a permanent condition here.) The
first husband taking that wife back would constitute an abomination b efore
Yahweh and bring sin on the land which Yahweh your God is giving to you as
an inheritance. (The Hebrew term for abomination (s M ) ¢onveys the idea
of permanent evil.)

14.10.3.2 The Case of Uncleanness . The basis for such divorce rests

upon the husband finding some uncleanness in her and so she finds no grace

in his eyes (Deuteronomy 24:1).(The Hebrew ter m f:o¥W") M uncl
literally means a repulsive thing, referring normally to nakedness (consider

the story of Ham looking upon the nakedness of his father in Genesis 9:22;

see also Leviticus 18:117 and Leviticus 20:1121 for the general prohibitions

about uncovering the nakedness of certain individuals, speaking of indecent

sexual activity). We may glean from the other uses of the term that the
Auncl eannesso includes i mproper 9exual
Rather than forgiving such "uncleanness” and extending grace to her, the

sinful, hard-hearted husband divorced the wife. According to Jesus, all

divorce starts with a sinful, hard heart, no exceptions. (See Matthew 19:78.

God never commanded divorce. In fact, God commanded people not to
separate what He joined together (Matthew 19:6).) So, when people talk

about God allowing divorce, God only permitted divorce to offer some legal
protection to wives from sinful husbands who refused to heed His command

not to divorce. (In Matthew 19:8, Jesus used the term "permitted"

("¢ 200 B-rabrikt active indicative, third person singular --Jesus
corrected the Pharisees who thought that Moses commanded{l U&UUUO) t o
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give a letter of divorce (@ E & 14 @iG U U;0céndpare the N: » i dfM+

Deuteronomy 24:1).) From the beginning, God never intended anyone to
divorce (Matthew 19:8). (Moses described the case of a man divorcing his
wife with a conditional clause (© 4-see Deuteronomy 24:5, 7, 10, etc. for this
form of legal review by case), but the passage provides binding regulations
for divorce.)

14.10.4 The Specific Choice of Israel . God chose Israel and gave the
people of Israel specific commands not to intermarry with the people of the
land. God specifically commanded the people of Israel not to take foreign
wives (Exodus 34:1516). All divorce in the Bible was always founded upon
sin of one type or another. Those marriages to foreign women were sinful
from the beginning. God commanded them not to take wives from the
inhabitants of the land for the sons of Israel, because the sons of Israel would
then play the harlot with their forei gn gods (Exodus 34:1516). In fact, God
prohibited the people of Israel from taking wives from the Hittites,
Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites-seven
nations stronger than Israel. Yahweh Your Elohim gave specific reasonsfor
not taking wives from those peoples. He said that they will turn your sons
away from following Yahweh to serve other gods; then the nose anger of
Yahweh will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you
(Deuteronomy 7:1-4). Yahweh specificaly said that He had chosen Israel for
His own possession out of all the people on the face of the earth; they were a
holy people to Yahweh (Deuteronomy 7:6).

14.10.5 Analysis of Divorcing Foreign Wives . God chose Israel for His
special possession. They wee to live holy to Yahweh Your Elohim. Yahweh
specifically enjoined them from giving their sons to the people of the land. If
they did so, then God's nose anger would be kindled against them (seelhe
Angers of God and Yahweh would quickly destroy them. Therefore, the
exiles were bound by the Law of Moses and the covenant with God to divorce
those women, but they must do so according the regulations Moses provided.
The women would receive a letter of divorce, delivered into their hands, sent
out of the house, and the husband could not remarry them. This special
circumstance rested upon the unique position Israel held in God's program.
After Jesus died and was raised from the dead, everything changed regarding
Deuteronomy 7:1-4. The church did not replace Israel in God's program, but
the Jews became part of the church. During the church age which began at
Pentecost, God forbids all divorce in the church. He gave specific guidance
on saints remaining married to unbelie vers (1 Corinthians 7:1216). Saints
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should never file for divorce, even if married to an unbeliever. If the
unbeliever files for divorce, then the saint becomes free to remarry, without
bondage. These marriage laws help us understand that being divorced des
not automatically make a woman an adulteress if she remarries after her
unbelieving husband divorces her (compare Matthew 19:1-8 and Matthew
5:31-32). Remember, Jesus described what happens when one party files for
divorce. That filing party has a hard, sinful heart. Therefore, the divorce of
foreign wives in Ezra does not provide an exception to the teaching of Jesus,
because of the clear command from Yahweh to avoid foreign marriages
because Yahweh will destroy Israel for such foreign marriages. Theexiles in
Ezra had no choice except to divorce the wives to avoid destruction.
Therefore, God did require divorce because of His covenant with Israel
outlawing foreign marriage and holding Israel as His possession. (Some
people may argue that the divorce of foreign wives compels the conclusion
that any marriage founded upon incest (prohibited by the Law of Moses)
should also be dissolved immediately. Yet, the Law of Moses addressed the
Issues concerning incestuous marriage and did not explicitly conclude that
the man and woman should be killed, but concluded they would be childless,
with the marriage apparently continuing. Coupled with the New Testament
changes where even foreign wives would not be divorced in the church, that
argument does not seem convindng that incestuous marriages must be
dissolved. On a different note, some jurisdictions in the United States
prohibit many different forms of incest and the incestuous marriage is void
ab initio, meaning there never was a legally recognized marriage and o
court proceeding for dissolution of marriage may be required.) Another
popular sin today concerns homosexual unions.

! God commanded the Jews to avoid intermarriage with any non-
Jews.

t In the time of Ezra, the exiles returned to Jerusalem and some Jews
took wives from the people of the land.

t Because of the prohibition upon marrying foreign wives, and the
covenant with God concerning them His chosen people occupying the land
He gave them, God commanded the men to divorce their foreign wives and
leavethe children of the marriages to those wives.
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¢ God compelled the men to divorce their foreign wives under threat
of destruction because they married foreign wives in violation of His
command not to marry foreign wives.

t  God commanded that the men follow the Law of Moses regarding
divorce.

¢ The Law of Moses provided limited protections for the divorced
woman.

t Because the circumstances surrounding the divorce of the wives from
the land during Ezra's time were unique to that time and place, and the
church received new revelations and commands from God concerning
divorce and remarriage to unbelievers, the divorce of foreign wives does not
provide binding commands for today, but rather general guidance
concerning God's view of Israel and infidelity to God and His covenants.

14.11.1 Homosexual Unions . Today many governments recognize
homosexual "marriages." In contrast, God described all homosexuality and
cross-dressing as sinful in both the Old Testament and the New Testament.
Therefore, becausehomosexuality remains sinful in God's eyes, God never
joins a male with a male in marriage and never joins a female and female in
marriage. God created marriage by joining the female (Eve) He created for
the male (Adam) and commanded them to multiply (Genesis 1:27%28). He
created both of them in His image. Having first created Adam, God said it
was not good for man to be alone and then created Eve from the rib of Adam.
God created Eve as a helper suitable for Adam (Genesis 2:18). At that
moment of creation, God joined male and female together in marriage. Jesus
said that God joined them together and they became one flesh (Matthew 19:1
7). Christ is the head of man and man is the head of woman, and God is the
head of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:3). Man is the image and glory of God and
the woman is the glory of man (1 Corinthians 11:7). The wife should be in
subjection to her husband, just as Christ submits to His Father (Ephesians
5:22; 1 Peter 3:5; 1 Corinthians 15:28). God only joins males and females in
marriage. Anyone who claims that God's opposition to "homosexuality" in
the Bible only reflects the outdated, cultural values from thousands of years
ago must consider that both the Old and New Testaments reveal that God
condemns homosexuality, homosexual acts and homosexuals.
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14.11.2 God Condemns Homosexuals . God condemns homosexuals for
their sinful sexual acts. The uniform teaching of the Bible opposes all forms
of homosexuality, homosexual acts, and homosexuals. God loves to redeem
sinners of all kinds, but He opposes all sin and sinners.

14.11.3 Old Testament . In the Old Testament, God declared homosexuals

sinners who deserve the death penalty. Moses provided God's view of
homosexuality: "If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with

a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be

put to death. Their bIoodguiItiness Is upon them." (Leviticus 20:13). ( Moses
provided: ~ rF-M ¥ ST VD s M ONL WLENY MG SN T O X
Likewise, God also prohibited a man from wearing female clothing and vice

versa; God prohibited all forms of cross-dressing and called such acts an
abomlnatlon (Deuteronomy 22: 5) (Moses provided TaNs sMY Y S {4
s s IM A TS ME KSR T TTOM L XM, ¥ (Deuferonomy” 22:5).)

The New Testament reaffirms Gods commands regarding homosexuality,
homosexual acts and homosexuals.

14.11.4 The New Testament .The New Testament presents similar
revelation from God: "For this reason God gave them over to degrading
passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is
unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function
of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men
committing mdecent acts and receiving in their own pe rsons the due pena alty
of their error.' (Romans 1:26-27) (Pa u | prov U ﬂJeGbi p
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27).) Today, some church groups have elevated homosexuals to positions of
leadership in the church. Some people twist the Bible passages to support
homosexuality. In contrast to putting our faith in church leaders, let us look
at Paul's letter to the Romans in more detail. God used Paul to write down
the truth regarding homosexuals and homosexuality.

14.11.4.1 Romans 1:26 -27. God inspired the words of Paul in Romans
1:26-27 and provided crucial information about homosexuality, homosexual
behavior and homosexuals.
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14.11.4.1.1 Degrading Passions . In Romans 1:26, God revealed that
"degrading pa&®EDH produce hofnosexual behavior.
(Passions alone are not always evil, but Paul isolated "degrading” ¢' U EU
passions as theproblem. This same Greekword "degrading" ("= U EG §
appears in the same form in only one other place in the New Testament, 2
Corinthians 6:8, where it is translated "dishonor." In the Romans text,
God gave people over to their "degrading passions,” which wee already at
work in them.) Those "degrading passions" arose in homosexuals. God did
not create those "degrading passions,” but condemned people for them. God
opposed not only the homosexual behavior, but also the "degrading
passions," underlying the homosexual behavior.

14.11.4.1.2 Natural Function . In Romans 1:27, Paul described
homosexual behavior: men "abandoned the natural function of the woman
and burned in their desire toward one another." First, notice that men
"abandoned" the natural function of the woman. (Paulused the term
2 (i T UUab aorist active participle. Man took action to abandon the natural
function of the woman. Exegetically, man made a conscious choice to
abandon the natural function of the woman, as witnessed by the active voice.
As an act of the will, biology does not compel the choice) God created a
natural, sexual function for the woman. God created all the physical aspects
of sexuality and sex. He provided the organs, wired the nervous system, and
then added biological systems inside the body to interact with many physical
parts of our bodies involved in sex and sexuality. God created humans male
and female, and joined them together as one male and one female in
marriage. (See Genesis 1:27; Matthew 19:46.)

14.11.4.1.3 Shameful . In Romans 1:27 Paul revealed that homosexual acts
are "shameful." No matter how you try to slice and dice the words in the Bible
about homosexuality, God described homosexuality as sinful and the acts of
homosexuals as "shameful"and "deceitful.” (Paul used the word "shameful”
(20 RETIOBT) and "deceitful" (" ¢I1 £ EO"

14.11.4.1.4 Summary of Romans 1:26  -27. Therefore, the evidence from
Romans 1:26-27 indicates that God opposes homosexuality, homosexual
acts, and homosexuals. In those verses, God revealed that homosexuality
results from a sinful, shameful choice to engage in sexual activity with people
of the same sex. Anyone who claims that the Bible supports the notion that
people are born homosexual ignores theBiblical evidence. Homosexuality

arises from people abandoning the natural function to perform shameful
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acts. Likewise, God did not create a single homosexual, but each homosexual
abandoned the natural function of the opposite sex, and gave themselves to
their own degrading passions. (James revealed that God tempts no one, but
each on is tempted by their own lusts, which, in turn, produce death (James
1:1315)) As believers, we must put our trust in the promises of God andnot
the words of men. So, let us review the great promises of God that provide
hope and life for all sinners, including homosexuals.

14.11.4.2 1 Corinthians . Paul confronted many of the spiritual problems
at Corinth. Some of their sins concerned sexual matters.

14.11.4.2.1 Unrighteous . In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Paul wrote: "Or do you
not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God . Do not
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, not adulterers, nor effeminate

nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such were some of you; but

you were washed but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name

of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God." Things changed
dramatically at the moment of individual salvation.

14.11.4.2.2 Sinners . God condemned homosexuals in the same way that
He condemns drunkards, revilers, swindlers, and the other groups of sinners
which Paul listed (1 Corinthians 6:9). Homosexuals are not a special group
of sinners, but rather part of the larger groups of sinners who will not inherit
the kingdom of God.

14.11.4.2.3 Unrighteous . God described all those sinners as
"unrighteous." (Peter revealed that God keeps the unrighteous under
punishment as they await the day of judgment (2 Peter 2:9).) In this case,

God contrasted the righteous with the unrighteous. Only t he righteous will
inherit the kingdom of God. Who are the righteous? Paul explained the
power of God to create new people, which Jesus described as "borragain”
people. (In John 3:3, the Greek phrase for"born-agai n" (¢ RBWI E &
may be bettertranslated as "born from above".)

14.11.4.2.4 Such Were Some of You . Paul wrote: "such were some of
you." (Paul used the Greek term "were" ("0 ¥ in the imperfect tense. As an
imperfect, the term suggests continuous, past action. The people continued
as homosexuals, indicating the lifestyle involved in homosexuality.) Those
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people lived continuously as homosexuals doing homosexual things, before
they received the free gift of salvation from the Lord Jesus Christ.

14.11.4.2.5 Salvation . Paul described people who were homosexuals, but
they are no longer homosexuals. At the moment of salvation, each believer
becomes a new creation in Christ; the old things have passed away, and new
things have come (2 Corinthians 5:17.) Furthermore, at that same moment,
each believer has been crucified with Christ; (Galatians 2:20) all people who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires
(Galatians 5:24). Therefore, God revealed that homosexuals cease being
homosexuals at the moment of salvation by faith alone. In the Bible, you are
either a homosexual or you are a Christian; you cannot be both. So, when
Christians believe homosexuals continue to be homosexuals after being born
again, they have embraced error contrary to the Bible (whosewords were
breathed out by God). Christians may do homosexual acts, but they are no
longer homosexuals in God's eyes.

14.11.4.2.6 New Creations . Likewise, some Christians erroneously teach
that the best homosexuals can hope for in Christ is that they will still have
homosexual urges, but, by the power of Christ, they can deny them. In
contrast to that error, God taught that homosexuals become new creations,
and their degrading passions have been crucified with Christ. Of
course, believers still sin (1 John 1:8-10). The new creation, however, born of
the seed of God, cannot sin (1 John 3:9). Every homosexual who received the
free gift of eternal life by faith alone in Jesus Christ ceased to be a
homosexual at the moment of salvation; without exception, no born-again
person is a homosexual now, but some borragain believers used to be
homosexuals. God created new people who are no longer homosexuals. Let
us return to 1 Corinthians 6 to see in greater detail how God so radically and
completely changes homosexuals.

14.11.4.2.7 Washed . God revealed how He transforms swindlers, revilers,
homosexuals, and other people who become bormagain believers (1
Corinthians 6:11). First, each believer is washed. (Paul used the term
"washed" (2 ¢ U100 ('8 ib the passive voice. He emphasized the action
and the result, not the subject of the verb. Even so, God alone (no middle
voice here) washes people spiritually and so makes them spiritually clean so
that they shine with God's righteousness.) The washing includes
regeneration (Titus 3:5) and the removal of a guilty conscience (1 Peter 3:21).
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Think of the washing here as made wholly new, including the removal of dirty
unrighteousness.

14.11.4.2.8 Sanctified . Paul used the term "sanctified" to describe the
spiritual cleansing of homosexuals. (Paul employed the term "sanctified"
("7A B & E"Yvhich comes from the root word to make holy --set apart for
God's service) In this instance, God not only cleansed the homosexual, but
He also set apart the new beliewer for His use, particularly using the spiritual
gift(s) bestowed upon the new believer. Homosexuals, like all other people,
need to hear the promises of God applied to their lives. They can be washed
spiritually, removing all the stains of sin. If their ¢ onscience has been
hardened, and they accept salvation in Jesus, it can be cleansed and
sanctified.

14.11.4.2.9 Justified . Paul wrote that each believer has been justified in
the Name of the Lord Jesus and in the Spirit of our God. The term "justified”
means to make just or right. (The term "justified ("~ E & & E { Occurs in
the aorist, passive, indicative form. In this case, the aorist tense stresses that
the justification has been completed and remains. The passive voice focused
upon the action, not the Actor. Only God can justify the unrighteous. Jesus
was raised for our justification, sealing the triumph of love over sin. Jesus
completed the work of atonement by dying on the cross for our sins and being
raised from the dead.) Paul emphasized that justification takes place in the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of God. Jesus died on the cross
for ours sins, and Jesus offered Himself through the Holy Spirit (Hebrews
9:14).

14.11.5 Transgender . Many sinful societies have the sinful notion th at
people can choose their gender. God said He created males and females
(Genesis 1:27). They have many biological and spiritual differences, with
different anatomies by gender. People promote "gender identification" and
"gender choice" as part of their sinful desires to change God's biological and
spiritual plans for males and females. God has different roles for males and
females in the church and gender makes a difference from a functional
standpoint (1 Timothy 2; 1 Peter 3; 1 Corinthians 14). From the gandpoint of
salvation, God draws no gender lines (Galatians 3:28). While people may
have surgery and take drugs to change their appearance, they cannot change
their DNA or spiritual make up which God created in each person. People
seeking to change theirgender have rejected the abundant life God has for
each member of the family of God. Choosing gender often leads to
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homosexual behavior because the person now acts upon sexual interest in
people of the same sex. Gender transcends body parts and clothing beause
God created males and females in the image of God. All transgender activities
permanently disqualify a male from holding any Church Office so long as the
male persists in transgender activity or identifies as transgender or other
descriptions contrar y to how they were born male or female. Only saints born
male by DNA can hold any Church Office.

14.11.5 Analysis of Homosexual Unions . God never joins a male and
male in marriage or a female and female in marriage. In God's eyes, every
homosexual union remains one more abomination man has created in sin.
God loves to redeem all sinners, and is not willing for anyone to perish, but
for all to come to repentance. Does homosexuality permanently disqualify a
male from holding any Church Office? So long as thesaint continues to
practice homosexual behavior or identifies himself as a homosexual or
transgender, the disqualification remains. No homosexual can hold any
Church Office, just as no immoral male may hold a Church Office. Although
the saint will no longer be a homosexual at the moment of salvation,
considering himself homosexual or practicing homosexuality disqualifies
that male from holding a Church Office. If a person becomes born again by
Christ while already in a homosexual union, that person should i mmediately
file for divorce, because God never considered that marriage acceptable in
His eyes. It was always based upon immorality, just like taking foreign wives
required divorce. Filing for divorce to remove oneself from the state-
sponsored sin does notviolate the commands against divorce, because God
never joined a male and male together in marriage or a female and female in
marriage. Such unions have always been an abomination in God's eyes and
filing for divorce ends the unholy union to the glory of God.

¢ No person has been born homosexual.
¢ Marriage only means God joined one DNA male to one DNA female.
! God condemns all homosexual acts and homosexuality.

! God condemns all crossdressing and transgender behaviors and
choices.

¢ In God's eyes, all homosexual "marriages" are not marriages at all,
because all homosexual unions are abominations in God's eyes.
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! God loves to redeem homosexuals and does not wish for any of them
to perish.

t At the moment of salvation, God cleanses, washes and anctifies all
homosexuals, so that they are no longer homosexuals, but new creatures in
Christ. All the old things have passed away.

¢ Saints should immediately file in court to dissolve all homosexual
"marriages” created under state law and which were never marriages in
God's eyes. Therefore, such legal action does not constitute a divorce,
because no marriage ever occurred in God's eyes.

¢ Until a male repents of the sin and dissolves the homosexual
"marriage" in court and leaves that relationship, he remains permanently
disqualified from holding a Church Office.

t So long as a male persists in any transgender identification or
activity, he remains permanently disqualified from holding any Church
Office.

14.12 Conclusion: Permanent Disqualification . Nothing permanently
disqualifies a male from holding a Church Office, provided that he meets the
qualifications described in the New Testament. Divorce always starts with
hard-hearted sin and may result in adultery after divorce. A male saint who
divorced his wife after his salvation may still hold a Church Office, provided
that he has repented of his sin and received God's forgiveness. A male saint
married to an unbeliever shall not be disqualified for having an unbelieving
wife, provided he meets the other qualifications. No transgender or
homosexuals are eligible to hold any Church Office until he leaves his sin and
resumes life according to his birth DNA gender. All saints living in a
homosexual "marriage" should dissolve the "marriage" in court immediately
because it was never a marriage in God's eyes, but a continuing abomination.
God promised us that if we leave the sin and the sinful community behind,
so that we are no longer bound up with them, He will welcome us to Himself.
All sin can be forgiven and we love the cleansing from God. Continuing in sin
never makes grace abound. As saints we must all live by the Scriptures and
love God with all our heart.
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15
The Spiritual Gift
of the Shepherds

15.1 Shepherd: Basic Meaning . The term shepherd has a broad range of
meaning in the New Testament. The term shepherd includes a person who
serves as a guardian, leader, and slave. Theleaconiesin the church often

apply to every saint and are performed by every saint. Some saints lave
special abilities and responsibilities. Therefore, the deaconies associated
with The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds are rarely exclusive to saints holding

The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds. The Church Officers, elders and saints
will often perform t he same types ofdeaconiesassociated with The Spiritual

Gift of the Shepherds. For a full discussion of The Spiritual Gift of The

Shepherds, seeSpirit ual Gifts: Empowering Life Today .

15.2 The Church Office of Overseer and The Spiritual Gift of The
Shepherds . Many believers mistakenly assume that the terms "overseer,
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"shepherd" and "elder" mean the same thing. In some cases, shepherds
promote themselves as the only "Elder" within a local assembly. Many people
fail to understand the proper roles of "shepherds" and "elders" and

"overseers," but they each have their unique duties in the church.

15.3 The Spiritual Gift of S~ hepherds . God bestows spiritual gifts as He
desires (1 Corinthians 12:11, 18). Therefore, God decides who receives The
Spiritual Gift of Shepherds, although the congregation may desire greater
gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31; 14:1). In contrast, anyone may aspie to be a
Church Overseer.

15.4 Aspiring To Be an Overseer . While God alone distributes The
Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds as He wills, any male Christian may aspire
( ® @A U o bdid the Church Office of Overseer (1 Timothy 3:1). Therefore,
no one should confuse The Spiritual Gift of Shepherd with the Church Office
of Overseer.

¢ Many people without The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds perform
deaconies associated with The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Just because you perform some deaconies des not mean you have
The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Only God decides who will receive The Spiritual Gift of the
Shepherds.

¢ Any one may aspire to be a Church Overseer, because it is not a
spiritual gift, but a Church Office.

¢ People shouldnever confuse The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherd with
the Church Office of Overseer. People must distinguish spiritual gifts from
Church Offices.

¢ Church Officers may hold a variety of spiritual gifts and the Church
Office does not depend upon holding a particular spiritual gift.
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16
Distinguishing
Overseers , Elders,
D eacons, and Shepherds

16.1 Holy Words: Elders, Overseers and Pastors . Many people
wrongly equate the terms elder, overseer, and pastor. God revealed specific
HolyWordsas soci at ed wi tUh0 9eOvetsears{ ¢ E & & Jiaidd E
shepherds, often referred to as pastors p O ET sdcdii€ative). While duties
may overlap among those groups, they are not all the same group and may
be distinguished in the New Testament.

16.2 Distinguishing Church Offices from Spiritual Gifts . We must
study the word of God to distinguish the Church Office of Overseer from The
Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds and from the elders of the congregation.
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16.3 The New Testament Church Offices . In the New Testament, God
revealed three church offices: Apostle, Overseer and Deacons (some people
add the offices of prophet and high priest) and maybe more. The Spiritual
Gift of the Apostles remains active in some deaconies but the Office of
Apostle has passed away because no one living today can meet the
requirements to fill the Office of Apostle (Acts 121-22), except Jesus who
remains the Apostle and High Priest of our confession (Hebrews
3:1). Shepherd is not an office in the church, and not all people holding the
Church Office of Overseer have The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. Some
elders possessdifferent spiritual gifts, such as The Spiritual Gift of the
Teachersor The Spiritual Gift of Exhortation . Only males may hold church
offices. Not all elders hold the Church Office of Overseer.

16.4 The Church Office of Deacons . Although all believers must deacon
other believers and God, God sets some male saints into the Church Office of
Deacons. They must meet spiritual qualifications to be set down in a spiritual
deaoony. Please keep in mind that the seven men in Acts 6:5 wee men full
of wisdom and the Holy Spirit. They were set down in a spiritual deacony of
being in charge of the food deacony to the Hellenistic Jews and Hellenistic
widows. Notice that we see no indication that any of those seven men ever
served a singletable. Instead, we do see that Stephen had a vital preaching
deacony, which resulted in his martyrdom (Acts 7:1-60) and Philip
(assuming it was the same man as in Acts 6:5) preached in Samaria (Acts
8:4-40; he was later known as Philip the Evangelist, (Acts 21:8-9). So often
today people have no idea what a deacon did in the New Testament. Among
other spiritual activities, they were known as preachers and evangelists. For
a fuller discussion of deacons, seeThe Spiritual Gift of Deacony. In
Philippians 1:1, Paul clearly distinguished the Church Office of Deacons from
the Church Office of Overseers, just as Paul made the same distinctionm 1
Timothy 3:1-17 (Church Office of Overseer) and 1 Timothy 3:813). Each
office had its own qualifications, but they were not the same Church Office.
Deacons were not appointed to serve the Pastor, the Apostles, or the elders.
They were appointed to be n charge of particular deaconies and exercise
their spiritual gifts in those particular deaconies

16.5 The Church Office of Overseer . In Acts 20:28, Paul addressed a
group of men from Ephesus as part of his farewell tour before leaving for
Jerusalem. Paul knew that they would no longer see his face (Acts 20:25).
Paul called the elders of the church at Ephesus and referred to that particular
group of elders as Church Overseers. Those Church Overseers were men
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looking over the church. Paul directed Titus to set down elders in every city
in Crete, as Paul directed him (Titus 1:5). Some, not all, elders were set down
into the Church Office of Overseer. Please take note that the term "elders" in
the New Testament may refer to old men, forefathers, members of the
Sanhedrin, and other uses. If you compare the term "overseer" in Titus 1:7
with the term "elder" in Titus 1:5, you may understand that some elders were
set into the church to occupy the Church Office of Overseer. Not all elders
occupy the Church Office of Overseer. Furthermore, the qualifications of the
"overseer" in Titus 1:7-9 seem to be virtually identical to qualities of an
"overseer"in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, especially when compared to the Church Office
of Deacons, with its qualifications, listed in 1 Timothy 3:8-12. Therefore, we
see thatGod sets some elders into the church as Church Overseers to
shepherd the church. Overseers perform the work of shepherding, but they
do not necessarily have The Spiritual Gift of Shepherding. As we saw in Acts
20:28, the work of overseers included acting as a shepherd to the church.
Notice that shepherd is not an office, but male saints holding the Church
Office of Overseer do the work of shepherding, along with others in the
church.

16.6 The Duties of Church Overse ers. God set down some elders into
the Church Office of Overseer, but not all elders hold the Church Office of
Overseer. The Church Overseer has specific functions. First, the Church _
Overseer had to " R&UYDn@) thensalvds'and(b) fprdo O G
all the church of God (Acts 20:28). They had to be vigilant, watchful, careful.

It conveys the sense of spiritual acuity in spiritual perception. Second, they
must shepherd the church. Likewise, because all Church Overseers are
elders, we should remember that Jesus instructed elders to shepherd the
flock with eagerness, providing examples to the flock (1 Peter 5:14). The
elders of the church perform the work of shepherding the church, but not all
elders hold the Church Office of Overseer and not all eters have The
Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. Likewise, not every saint with The Spiritual
Gift of Shepherd serves as an elder or holds the Church Office of Overseer.
Timothy, for example, was never called an elder. Notice in Acts 20:28 that
"shepherd" is not an office, but the Church Overseers perform the work
shepherding the church. Therefore, the terms Church Overseer, elder,
shepherd and the like should not be considered interchangeably because the
Bible gave different meanings to those terms. See belaw for a fuller
discussion of the duties of Church Overseers.
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16.7 The Plurality of Elders . The local church in the New Testament had
a group of elders, not just one elder. For example, in 1 Timothy 5:17we read
about the elders who lead (not rule) well. (See Appendix A attached to this
study to understand that elders do not serve as rulers in the New Testament)
Those elders who lead well should be given double honor. Notice that the
term " el de rU)d)agEplupad ahd ao indicates that each local
assembly of believers should have a number of elders, not just one. Likewise,
we see the plural of Church Overseers and Church Deacons in Philippians
1:1. Furthermore, we learn from 1 Timothy 5:17 that not all leading elders
work hard at teaching and preaching. Remember not to equate the Church
Office of Overseer with elder or The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. The
term elder referred to a broad group of males in the church performing many
spiritual functions. The New Testament knows nothing of any of fice of elder.
We know that one qualification for holding the Church Office of Overseer is
that the man must be able to teach (1 Timothy 3:2). When we combine 1
Timothy 5:17 with 1 Timothy 3:2, we see that although every Church
Overseer must able to tead, not every Church Overseer will work hard at
teaching and preaching. Likewise, some elders lead and teach, but not all
elders lead and teach. Consider The Spiritual Gift of the Leaders for a
moment. In Romans 12:8, we read that "he who leads, with diligence." We
see that "leaders" is a distinct spiritual gift. Hopefully, every group of elders
at a local church has someone who has The Spiritual Gift of the Leader to
provide guidance and vision for the future of the various deaconies Notice
that "leadership" is a distinct gift in the list of spiritual gifts (see the study of
The Spiritual Gift of The Leader). In contrast to the one-man style of
leadership prominent in many churches today, Jesus taught that the local
assembly should have a plurality of preachers and teachers. The leadership
of the church comes from a plurality of sources, including elders, church
offices and men with specific spiritual gifts, all working in harmony. This
plurality of leadership in the New Testament will safeguard against The
Pastoral Heresy by limiting the desire to be the greatest among the flock. The
Pastor will no longer be the sole focus of attention, and he may not be the
only preacher in the local assembly. In fact, all the saints ideally will be
known for their strong work of serving the local saints, and some of the elders
will work hard at preaching an d teaching (1 Timothy 5:17).

16.8 The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds Distinguished . In
Ephesians 4:11we read about the distinct spiritual gifts of "shepherds”
("oDOENO and "t each ©BSome(ptoplEmay érgue that
the terms "shepherds" and "teachers" refer to the same individual. In
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support, they often cite the Granville Sharp rule of New Testament Greek
grammar hol ding that t wo nouefestothe nnect
same thing. The problem with this approach is that Granville Sh arp limited
his rule to singular nouns, not plural nouns as found here in Ephesians 4:11.
Therefore, the Granville Sharp rule does not support equating "shepherds"
with "teachers." So, not all shepherds are necessarily teachers. The Spiritual
Gift of the Shepherds differs from The Spiritual Gift of The
Teachers Therefore, we may understand that not all shepherds are teachers.
Yet, al Church Overseers should be able to teach (1 Timothy 3:2), but this
requirement does not mean that every Church Overseer has to have The
Spiritual Gift of the Teachers. These distinct spiritual gifts help us
understand the work of "shepherds," and why not all shepherds hold the
Church Office of Overseer. We should be careful to remember that every
elder must perform the work of a shepherd regarding the care of the flock,
but not every elder has The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds, just like every
elder does not have The Spiritual Gift of The Teachers. Please recall,
however, that the local assembly of all believers must carry out the work of
deacony, using their spiritual gifts, and neither a single shepherd nor the
elders perform all the work of deacony. Consider for a moment 1
Thessalonians 5:14. In that verse, Paul commanded the entire congregation
of believers at Thessalonica to perform three deaconiesto the other saints:
(1) admonish the unruly; and (2) encourage the fainthearted; and (3) help
the weak. In addition, all the saints must be patient with one another,
especially when performing their deaconies Therefore, the saints use their
spiritual gifts to perform specialized and diverse deaconies within the
church. The shepherds and teachers equip the saints for the work of
performing their individual deaconies

16.9 The Leadership of the Local Church . Goddescribed The Spiritual

Gift of The L ead-eresent r(ndlrlle p)artmplﬁ)CE“l(Tlﬂd L@a(ge

of the term "leaders" (¢00faUA U1 OO) he
of The Leaders, as described in this ebook. In 1 Timothy 5:17, we read that

the el der s who | d&a&Perfactdabtivel ;ﬁat’ﬂiciple, nominative

masculine plural) well (& U IQ are worthy of double honor. In Timothy 3:4

the Church Overseer mupsesent middedartcige OF 0 U /£
accusative mascul i n@h|3$wnmlglld|rénaln1Tmmthy I ( &
3:5 Paul warned that if a man does not how to lead @ ® O d {-Borist active

infinitive) his own household then he will not care for the church. In 1 R
Ti mothy 3:12, Church DeCheaders@® ormod itU A d) 1 OF
-present middle participle, nominative masculine plural) of their children. In
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1 Thessalonians 5:12, Paul admonished the Thessalonians to the ones

| aboring in them and --presant middig paftitipeOf & U U

accusative masculine plural) them in the Lord and admonishing them. In
Titus 3:8 Paul urged Titus to speak confidently to believers who will be

|l eader s ( ¢--qu@S@rﬂl didibile éfhiive) in good works. ) The term
"esteemed ones" ()A O 611 O'F @ the flock deserve the obedience of the
flock, because those esteemed ones keep watch over the souls of the flock,
and the esteemed oneswill give an account (Hebrews 13:17) (see Appendix B
below to understand the translation (esteemed ones).

16.10 Male and Female . God commands females to be silat in the
churches; they are not permitted to speak (1 Corinthians 14:34). God based
that command upon the creation of males and females. God created man first
(1 Timothy 2:12), and man is the head of the woman (1 Corinthians 11:3).
Furthermore, the woman was deceived about sin by the devil, and so fell into
transgression; the man was not deceived by sin (1 Timothy 2:14). Therefore,
God does not permit a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but
to remain quiet (1 Timothy 2:12). God did not limit these commands in 1
Timothy to husbands and wives, but rather to all women who make a claim
to Godliness, who must receive instruction with entire submissiveness
(compare 1 Corinthians 14:35 35 and 1 Timothy 2:11). Females may still serve
as shepherds towomen only, but females should never speak and must
remain silent in the local church when adult males are present.

16.11 Seven Reasons To Distinguish Church Elders from Church
Overseers . The failure to distinguish the different roles and of overseers,
elders, and shepherds causes people to conclude wrongly that God used
those terms interchangeably. Furthermore, people also fail to distinguish the
Church Office of Overseer, which anyone may aspire to hold, from The
Spiritual Gift of Shepherd, which only God bestows upon certain people.
Finally, the term elder comes with a rich tradition from the Old Testament
and the word covers many different people in the New Testament.

16.11.1 I;iffere(]t yVords ) Godﬂ used diffe“rept words to describe elders
(daBUUY anBoverseers(O EGéN o OE

16.11.2 Old Testament Overseers . Overseers in the Old Testament were
not all elders. Not all elders in the New Testament were put into the Church
Office of Overseer.
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16.22.3  Qualifications Given for Church Overseers, No
Qualifications for Church Elders . Paul gave gualifications for overseers
and never described any qualifications to be an elder.

16.11.4 Jerusalem Elders . The elders at Jerusalem were never called
overseers, but every other church apparently had overseers. Apparently, the
twelve apostles provided the oversight function in Jerusalem. Paul addressed
Church Overseers and Church Deacons in his greeting to the Philippians.

16.11.5 Aspire To Be an Overseer . Paul taught that anyone could aspire
to be an overseer, but never said the same thing about elders or shepherds.

16.11.6 Overseers Set Down or Hand Reached . Some elders are hand
reached into the Church Office of Overseer Some of the Ephesian elders were
made Church Overseers by the Holy Spirit.

16.11.7 Overseers Hand Reached. The Holy Spirit set some elders into
the Church Office of Overseer. Therefore, Titus 1:57 should be read in
keeping with Acts 20:28ff.

Summary of Distinguishing Elders, Overseers, and Pastors

¢ Any one may aspire to be aChurch Overseer, because it is not a
spiritual gift, but a Church Office.

¢ People should never confuse The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherd with
the Church Office of Overseer. People must distinguish spiritual gifts from
Church Offices.

¢ Church Officers may hold a variety of spiritual gifts and the Church
Office does not depend upon holding a particular spiritual gift.

! Church Overseers may or may not hold The Spiritual Gift of the
Shepherds nor The Spiritual Gift of Leadership because the Office of Church
Overseer concerns specialized and particular spiritual duties.

¢ Church Officers may hold a variety of spiritual gifts and the Church
Office does not depend upon holding a particular spiritual gift.

¢ Both Church Elders and Church Officers play important roles in
every church.
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¢ God provided detailed qualifications for Church Overseers and
Church Deacons
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Conclusion

Many people confuse (1) Church Offices and spiritual gifts; and (2) ignore
the plurality of elders in a local assembly; and (3) suppress the use of
spiritual gifts in the church through their sinful understanding of church
organization. The Church Officers, elders and the congregation all have vital
roles to play in the church. Every spiritual gift needs to be active and the
deacony of all spiritual gifts brings health and wellness to the body of Christ
(the Church). Confusion and ignorance abound in the church today because
people ignore the Scriptures and sinfully promote power structures in the
church that supplant the deaconies and spiritual gifts God placed into the
church through every member of the kingdom of God, just He willed. May
Christians return to the Scriptures to search out the plans and purposes of
God and how He structured the church as God the Sonbuilds His church to
the glory of God and God the Holy Spirit indwells the church both
corporately and individua lly and the God the Father cleanses the church so
that we may bear much fruit and glorify God.

HALLELUJAH !
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Appendix A

New Testament Usage of the Term Elder

Verse

Matthew
15:2

Mathew
16:21

Matthew
21:23

Matthew
26:3

Matthew
26:47

Matthew
26:57

Matthew
2741

Matthew
278

Text
31 ti ol pabnrai cov
nopafaivovoLy Ty TopadooLy
@V npecPourépmv; ov yYap
vimTovtol Tig ¥£ipog [auTdv]
Stav dptov Ecbimoty.
And toTe fipEato 6 'Incoidg
Sskvoey Tolg padntais avtod 6T
1 avToV gig Tepocoivpa
anerfeilv Kol moAAd ntaBely o
T@V TPecPuTépav Kol ApyLepEmv
KOl YPOUUATE®V Kol
droktavOfjval kol tij Tpity Nuépa
gyepbijvon.

Kol £av Tig LUy elny T, Epette OTL
O KOprLog avTOV Ypeiav Exsv
evlvg 68 amooteAel adTovg.

Tote covydncav ol dpylepeic
Kol ot TpecPiTepol ToD Ao ig
TNV QOATV TOD dpylepémg ToD
Aeyopévou Kaldepa

Ol 88 kpomioavteg TOV Incody
amyayov mpog Kaidpav tov
apyrepéa, 6mov ol ypoppatels kol
ol mpecPhrepor cuvixncav.

Ol 8¢ kpotioavteg ToOV Incodv
amnyayov npog Kaldpav tov
apyepea, 6oLV ol YPaIOTELS Kol
ol peoPotepor cvvipxbnoav.

INpoiag 8& yevopévng cvpovitov
Elaffov mhvteg ol apylepeig kal ol
npecotepol ToD AooD Kot TOD
Ineot dote Bovatdool avToV:

Tote 6@y Tovdog O TopadIdovg
abTOV 6T Katekpion,
perapeAnbeic Eotpeyev T
TPLAKOVTO APYyVPLO TOTG
apyepedoy Kol mpecutipolg

Translation

“Why do Your disciples
break the tradition of the

Meaning

Tradition of the

elders? For they do not wash elders opposed

their hands when they eat

bread.”

From that time Jesus began
to show His disciples that
He must go to Jerusalem,
and suffer many things from
the elders and chief priests
and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised up on the third

day.

When He entered the
temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people
came to Him while He was
teaching, and said, “By what
authority are You doing
these things, and who gave
You this authority?”

Then the chief priests and
the elders of the people were
gathered together in the
court of the high priest,

named Caiaphas;

While He was still speaking,
behold, Judas, one of the

twelve, came up

accompanied by a large
crowd with swords and
clubs, who came from the
chief priests and elders of

the people.

Those who had seized Jesus
led Him away to Caiaphas,
the high priest, where the
scribes and the elders were
gathered together. Matthew

271

Now when morning came,
all the chief priests and the
elders of the people
conferred together against
Jesus to put Him to death;
Then when Judas, who had
betrayed Him, saw that He
had been condemned, he felt
remorse and returned the
thirty pieces of silver to the
chief priests and elders,
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Bible

Jesus to suffer
from the elders
and chief priests

Chiet Priests and
elders in the
temple confront
Jesus about
authority

Chief Priests and
elders of the
people gathered
in court of high
priest

Crows with
weapons came
from the elders of
the people and
chief priests
against Jesus

Seized Jesus and
led Him to the
high priest,
scribes and elders
were gathered
together

Chief priests and
elders of the
people conferred
together

Judas returned the
silver to the chief
priests and elders

Point
Elders not
believers

Elders and Chief
Priests make
Jesus suffer

Chief Priests
and elders ask
about authority

Elders of the
people and chief
priest gather to
discuss Jesus

Elders and chief
priests send
people against
Jesus

Jesus brought
before chief
priests, scribes
and elders

Chief priests and
elders of the
people conferred

Chief priests and
elders paid
Judas
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