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1

Introduction

1.1 New Testament Offices. The New Testament Church Offices include

Apostle, Overseer and Deacon, and perhaps others. This study concerns only
the Church Office of Overseer. Because God inspired each word in the
original autographs of the Scriptures, we must pay special attention to those
Holy Words to understand God's revelation to us regarding church offices.
We must also ignore traditions outside the Scriptures to avoid those
traditions blinding us to spiritual truth found in the Scriptures. If the
Scriptures confirm common church practices or traditions, then we should
continue those practices and traditions. If the Scriptures contradict those
practices and traditions, the practices and traditions must be changed to
conform to the Scriptures. God revealed the Scriptures, not the traditions

6



Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

and practices in the local church. The Scriptures must always be primary in
setting the church in order.
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2
Basics of
Church Offices

2.1 Jesus the Overseer. Jesus descried Himself as the Overseer of our

souls. The believers under persecution had returned to Jesus, the Shepherd
(ITowueva) and Overseer (Emiokomov) of their souls (1 Peter 2:25). Please
take notice of the dual role of Jesus as both the Shepherd and Overseer of
souls. Both of those related terms characterize the leadership of the church,
functioning under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

2.2 The Epoch of The Overseer of You. Jesus warned the people in
Jerusalem that the city will be leveled, not leaving a stone upon stone, against
which they did not know the epoch (tov kaipov) of the oversight (tfig
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gmokomiig) of them (Luke 19:44). Therefore, because the people did not
know Jesus when He appeared and displayed the grace, glory and truth of
God to those people, a day of divine oversight had come upon them and they
spurned Jesus. Therefore, oversight can also refer to a special time of the
Overseer, referring the personal deacony in the flesh of Jesus Christ as
Overseer of the Israel. Compare the titles of Guardian and Overseer to
describe Jesus in 2 Peter 2:25 and the people returning to Him. Likewise, see
also the saints glorifying God in the day of oversight (1 Peter 2:12).

2.3 What Is a Church Office? God established offices in both the Old
Testament and the New Testament. At Pentecost following the Ascension of
Jesus, God created the Church when Jesus baptized believers with the Holy
Spirit and those saints became part of His body, the church. At that same
instant, God Created Church Offices. Church Offices referred to a position
God created for leadership of the church. Each Church Office held its own
spiritual qualifications and each Church Office served particular needs of the
church. Saints were set down into each particular Church Office.

We should be careful to distinguish the Old Testament Office from the
Church Office. Consider the following points about offices. In the points
below, I am using the term Old Testament to refer to the 39 Books of the Old
Testament and the term New Testament to 27 Books of the New Testament.
Please do not confuse the New Testament with the church because the New
Testament covers a period of time greater than the time of the church. Please
keep in mind that the church did not start until Pentecost, and many things
had happened in the New Testament before that date.

¢ God created the office of overseer in the Old Testament.
¢ In the Old Testament many elders were unbelievers.

¢ In the Old Testament the term elder did not describe an office and was
never used interchangeably with the term overseers.

¢ In the Old Testament elders had well defined duties, including guidance,
leadership, and acting as civil magistrates.

¢ In the Old Testament many unbelievers held the office of overseer, just
like Judas Iscariot did in the New Testament.
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¢ God continued the office of overseer in the New Testament.

¢ In the New Testament Jesus began baptizing believers into the Body of
Christ (the Church).

¢ In the New Testament each Church Office had particular functions.

¢ In the New Testament each Church Office has a plurality of equal
members.

¢ In the New Testament God created the Church Office of Overseer.

¢ In the New Testament God recognized all old male saints as church
elders, just like all old males in the Old Testament were called elders.

¢ In the New Testament God never created a Church Office of Elder.
¢ In the New Testament church elders took on new deaconies.
¢ Church Offices should not be confused with spiritual gifts.

¢ Church Overseers perform shepherding duties, but Church Overseers do
not necessarily possess The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Anyone may aspire to be a Church Overseer, but only God distributes The
Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds as He sees fit.

¢ Unbelievers like Judas Iscariot may hold an office, but no unbeliever
could meet the spiritual qualifications of Church Overseer.

¢ Unbelievers never receive a spiritual gift, because Jesus never baptized

unbelievers with the Holy Spirit, and so they never became a member of the
church, the Body of Christ.
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3
The Office of Overseer
in the Old Testament

3.1 Office of Overseer. In Acts 1:20 Peter said the Judas Iscariot held the

Old Testament Office of Overseer (émokosmv), and he quoted Psalm 109:8
using the Hebrew term (n7p9) for the Old Testament Office of Overseer.
Therefore, God provided clear evidence that the Office of Overseer was well
known in the Old Testament. For example, Potiphar made Joseph overseer
of his house (Genesis 39:4). In turn, Joseph told Pharaoh to make overseers
(o773) over the land of Egypt (Genesis 41:34). Other people also became
overseers, and the overseer had set duties as part of his position. A few
examples provide insight into the Office of Overseer in the Old Testament.
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3.2 Eleazer. Eleazer, the son of Aaron, held the office of overseer (nips--
noun feminine singular) and his duties included overseeing other priests
(Numbers 3:32; 1 Chronicles 26:30, 2 Chronicles 24:11).

3.3 Hashabiah. Hashabiah and his relatives, 1,700 capable men, held the
office of overseer (nips--noun feminine singular) over Israel west of the
Jordan. “As for the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his relatives, 1,700 capable
men, oversight over Israel west of the Jordan, for all the work of Yahweh and
to service of the king” (1 Chronicles 26:30).

3.4 Joash and the Money Chest. In the days of King Joash, the chest
containing the daily payments of the people of Israel would be brought to
overseer (n7ps--noun feminine singular) of the king by hand of the Levites.
“When they saw much silver, then came scribe of the king and overseer of the
high priest and emptied the chest and took it and returned it its place; thus
they did day to day and gathered much money” (2 Chronicles 24:11).

3.5 Judas Iscariot. In the New Testament, Judas held the Old Testament
Office of Overseer and had the oversight of the money box. “Now he said this,
not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief,
and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it” (John
12:6). “For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that
Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the things we have need of for the feast”; or
else, that he should give something to the poor” (John 13:29).” Therefore, it
appears from the Old Testament usage of the term overseer ( np) that the
New Testament term overseer (¢mokomnv) refers to a particular Office of
Overseer with particular duties assigned to that office. The oversight given
to Judas Iscariot was watching the money box and following the directions
of Jesus about how to spend the money (see 2 Chronicles 24:11). Please keep
in mind that Judas Iscariot was never a Church Overseer because Judas
Iscariot died before the church began at Pentecost following the Ascension
of Jesus.

12



Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

3.6 Summary of The Office of Overseer in the Old Testament.

¢ In the Old Testament, various men and groups of men held the office
of Overseer and it was a well-known office.

¢ The Overseers of the Old Testament were in put in charge of various
things requiring spiritual and physical attention.

¢ Hashabiah and his 1700 relatives held the Office of Overseer.
¢ Some priests served as Overseers.
¢ Joash was the Overseer of the money chest.

¢ Judas Iscariot was in charge of the money box for Jesus.

13
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4
Basic Facts about the
Church Office of Overseer

4.1 Fact One. A great deal of confusion has arisen about elders, overseers
and deacons. The New Testament provides more clarity that many people
realize. We can bring clarity by following the basic facts of New Testament
leadership. Judas Iscariot held the office (tnv émoxomnv) of apostle. When
he died, the office of apostle needed to be filled by another person meeting
the right qualifications to hold that office (Acts 1:20--quoting Psalm 109:8).

4.2 Fact Two. Judas Iscariot, an unbeliever, was chosen by Jesus to hold
the Old Testament Office of Overseer. He never held the Church Office of

14



Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

Overseer. The office Judas held was known in the Psalms (in7ps--his office--
Psalm 109:8) and dated back to Moses (Numbers 3:32). The concept of the
office was not a new thing in the New Testament, but the Church began at
Pentecost, and so began the Church Office of Overseer. At the moment Jesus
baptized the new saints with the Holy Spirit, they received at least one
spiritual gift. At Pentecost, when Jesus baptized the twelve apostles with the
Holy Spirit, they left their Old Testament Office of Overseer and immediately
entered the Church Office of Overseer. The duties of the Old Testament
Office of Overseer which Judas Iscariot held included looking after the
money box and following the orders of Jesus regarding money (John 12:6;
13:29). I found no verse indicating that the term "elders" in the Old
Testament was interchangeable with the term "overseer." No doubt some
elders were overseers in the Old Testament, but some elders were not
overseers. Likewise, some overseers were not elders in the Old Testament.
The Office of Overseer was well known in the Old Testament and the
meaning did not change in the New Testament. Clear proof in the New
Testament would be required to show the meaning and function of the term
overseer changed radically in the New Testament.

4.3 Fact Three. Priests and others were appointed to the Office of Overseer
in the Old Testament (examples include: Eleazar held the Office of Overseer
over priests, overseeing other priests--Numbers 3:32; Hashabiah and his
1700 men held the Office of Overseer of Israel of West of the Jordan--1
Chronicles 26:30). The particular office came with particular duties.

4.4 Fact Four. Elders exercised leadership and authority over civil matters
in the Old Testament by applying revelation in the form of law,
commandments, ordinances, etc. from God to resolve disputes (see Scripture
Words). Moses called all the elders of Israel (Exodus 12:21). (Moses called
the elders of Israel to him (%87 °3p1-22%), indicating a specific group of
people.) The elders of Israel had administrators over them (Numbers 11;16).
(The elders had administrators (qpiv--participle singular) over them (8
onR [ORP) VW) DYT T 0173 BYT WX ORI Jpin WX YW HTI00N APhoy mim
IRy oY 123007 790 2a8-9% (Numbers 11:16).) The elders sat in the city gate and
rendered legal decisions (for example, Deuteronomy 22:15; Joshua 20:4).

4.5 Fact Five. The New Testament provides qualifications for overseers (1
Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9) and deacons (1 Timothy 3:8-13), but never
mentions qualifications to be an elder.
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4.6 Fact Six. God set some elders to become Church Overseers, so that some
elders came to hold the Church Office of Overseer (see the discussion of Titus
1 below). Not all New Testament elders held the Church Office of Overseer,
but only the elders set to hold the Church Office of Overseer. This plan
followed the pattern of Old Testament offices.

4.7 Fact Seven. The Church Office of Overseer required occupants to be apt
to teach, distinguishing them from deacons (some deacons, like Philip and
Stephen, also taught). Some elders led and taught (see the discussion of 1
Timothy 5:17 below).

4.8 Fact Eight. Anyone could aspire to be an overseer (1 Timothy 3:1).

4.9 Fact Nine. Elders do not rule, but they must lead (mpoeotdteg) (1
Timothy 5:17). See Do Elders Rule or Lead.

4.10 Fact Ten. In the Old Testament, the Office of Overseer meant a sphere
of particular responsibility of oversight over a given group of people.

4.11 Fact Eleven. In Titus 1:7, some elders were set into the Church Office
of Overseer. Only those particular elders became Overseers. Other elders
continued to labor in the church, but did not hold the Church Office of
Overseer.

4.12. Fact Twelve. All people holding the Church Office of Overseer were
elders, but not all elders held the Church Office of Overseer, just like not all
elders in the Old Testament held the Old Testament Office of Overseer.

4.13. Fact Thirteen. Deacons are not all elders, but they do hold the
Church Office of Deacons.

4.14 Exceptions. I understand that people will take exception to the facts I
described above, but the evidence flows from the text itself, not tradition. Let
me know what facts you dispute by email to friend @ChristAssembly.org.

4.15 Summary of Facts about Overseers.

¢ Judas Iscariot held the Old Testament Office of Overseer, but he was
never born again.

¢ Even unbelievers could hold the Old Testament Office of Overseer.

16
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¢ Anyone can aspire to be a New Testament Overseer.

¢ No one picks their spiritual gift, because God distributes the spiritual
gifts to individual Christians solely according to His will.

¢ Never confuse the Office of Overseer with The Spiritual Gift of
Shepherd.

17
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5
The Placement of

Church Overseers

5.1 Elder and Officers. In the New Testament some elders became Church

Officers. Many other elders never became Church Officers. The New
Testament describes various aspects of how the Holy Spirit placed some
elders into the Church Office of Overseer. God revealed New Testament
practices related to placing Church Overseers into the Body of Christ.

5.2 Setting Elders. As Paul traveled to Jerusalem, knowing chains awaited
him there, Paul called the Ephesian elders to Miletus to meet with him (Acts
20:28). Paul commanded those elders to take heed to themselves and to all
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the flock in whom the Holy Spirit has set them as overseers. Please take
notice that the Holy Spirit set those elders as overseers of the flock. Those
particular elders became Church Overseers, because the Holy Spirit set them
into the flock as overseers. They were elders in the flock (év @) and then the
Holy Spirit set them (£0eto) into the flock as overseers (émoxomovg) to
shepherd (rtowuaivewv) the church of God (tnv ékkAnciav tod 8eod), which He
purchased with His own blood (perfect proof of the deity of Jesus). This verse
provides much useful information about the Church Office of Overseer and
clears up much confusion.

5.3 The Means of Setting Elders into the Church. In the New
Testament, God used three basic terms to describe setting elders into the
local assembly as Church Overseers. Three passages provide direct evidence
about how elders were placed into the Church Office of Overseers. Those
passages help us understand various aspects of the Church Office of
Overseer.

5.3.1 Set (£0e10). In Acts 20:28, the Holy Spirit set some elders into the
Church Office of Overseer. The verb set (§0eto--aorist middle indicative, 3
singular) comes from the root tiOn and means to set in place within a larger
arrangement. “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit set you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). The Holy Spirit set some elders
into the Church Office of Overseer. (God used the term £0eto to describe the
movement of specific elders into the Church Office of Overseer. God used the
aorist tense (£0eto) here to describe finality of setting in place, with
continuing action once set in place. To understand the use of the term £06eto
in Acts 20:28, we may review other pertinent other uses. In Acts 1:7 the
Father set ( £0e10) times and seasons. In Acts 12:4 Herod had Peter arrested
and then set (£0e1o) him into prison. In Acts 19:21 Paul set (£0et0) in the
Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem. In 1 Corinthians 12:18 God set (£0eto) the
members in the body, each one of them in the body as He desired. In 1
Corinthians 12:28 God set (£¢0et0) some in the church, first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, and the list continues. In 1 Thessalonians 5:9 God
has not set (£0€10) us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through the Lord
of us, Jesus Christ.) God set specific elders into the Church Office of Overseer
and they became Church Overseers. The Holy Spirit had a specific purpose
for those Church Overseers: to shepherd the church. (The use of mowpaivewv
as a present active infinitive emphasized the continuing, active purpose of
the Church Overseers to shepherd.) The Holy Spirit did not create elders that
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day. He set some men who were already elders as Church Overseers. God did
not set elders to become shepherds, but to do the work of shepherds. While
one may argue that all people who shepherd can be called shepherds, the
New Testament describes The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. Therefore,
the term £0eto describes placing something into a particular place, as part of
a greater arrangement. The emphasis is that God puts specific things in
place, as part of an arrangement of the greater thing. So, God set some elders
into the body of Christ as overseers. Elders were set into the Church Office of
Church Overseers. The church has many elders, but only some elders are set
into the body as Church Overseers (placed into the greater arrangements).
(Consider 1 Corinthians 12:28. God was not emphasizing that the creation of
apostles, prophets, teachers, pastors, miracles, gifts of healings, helps,
navigations, kinds of tongues; God emphasized He set the pre-existing gifts
into the body of Christ as He willed. God emphasized movement into a
particular place within the body of Christ. In other words, God did not
emphasize the creation of the eye, but He set the eye in the right place in the
body.) Therefore, God set elders into the Church Office of Overseer in each
church. The place for each Church Overseer depended upon the tasks
assigned to them, the particular function they were to fulfill. Yet, all elders
holding the Church Office of Overseer hold a common duty to shepherd the
church, among other specific duties. The twelve apostles all held the Church
Office of Apostle after Pentecost, and they all had a duty to testify about Jesus
as eyewitnesses, but they also had more specialized duties, such as
overseeing the money box.

5.3.2 Set Down (kataotnonc). In Titus 1:5, Paul commanded Titus to set
down elders in every city. “For this reason, I left you in Crete, that you may
set in order what remains and may set down elders in every city as I directed
you,” (Titus 1:5). Paul used the term "may set down" to describe Titus setting
down the elders into the Church Office of Overseer. Paul used the term
kataotnong (aorist active subjunctive, second person singular from
kaBiotnut. Paul was concerned about the things lacking in the churches of
Crete. Paul explained that he left Titus that he (1) may set in order the things
lacking; and (2) may set down elders in every city; and (3) may complete the
tasks as Paul directed him. The text provides: Totvtov xapwv dméAmov oe &v
Kpntn, iva ta Aeimovra &émdopBcdon kai kKataotiong Katd JtoAv
npeoPutépoug, ag £yd oot dietalaunv. The term "kataotnong” means to set
down a person into a new position with specific duties (Titus 1:5). In Titus
1:5, consider that the term elders (nmpeofutépoug) occurs in the accusative
case. Compare Matthew 24:45 that the faithful slave is placed over the
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master's possessings (vmapyovoiwv--dative plural participle). The term slave
occurs in the nominative case (8odAog) case and he was set down
(xateotnoev) over the possessings. Normally, the nominative case describes
the subject of the sentence. Compare Acts 12:14 where the term judge occurs
in the accusative case. Jesus was asking who set down Him as a judge. See
similarly Acts 7:10, 27, 35. Based on that evidence, a strong case exists that
some men were appointed as elders in Titus 1:5, because the term elders
(mpeoPutepoug) occurs in the accusative case and seems very similar to Acts
12:14 and Acts 7:10, 27, 35. Yet, Matthew 24:22 and 24:23 describe the Lord
saying to the faithful slave, "over many I will set (kataotiow) you (oe-
accusative pronoun).”" See similar uses of the accusative following various
uses of the root kataotow in Acts 6:3, Romans 5:19, Hebrews 2:7. See also
Acts 17:15 where people were setting down (kabiotavovies--nominative
masculine participle) Paul (accusative case) and taking him Athens. In
Hebrews 5:1, men are taken from among men and set down (kaBiotato--
present indicative) as high priest on behalf of men. In my mind,
acknowledging the strong case that Titus was to set down elders, meaning he
took some men and set them down as elders, I am swayed by the other uses
that some men were set down as elders to the Church Office of Overseer,
because of the other uses of the verb set down with the accusative described
above and Acts 20:28 where Paul said the Holy Spirit set (§6eto) those elders
as overseers. I do not have a strong argument from the usage of the term "set
down," but it fits the overall context and wider context the best. In short, it
appears to me that some elders were set down to into the Church Office of
Overseer, based upon the next verses and Acts 20:28. Not all elders were
appointed Church Overseers under any view of the term set down in Titus
1:5, but only some of them. Therefore, elders remain distinct from overseers.
Three important words relate to each other, each with great meaning.

5.3.2.1 Set in Order. First, the word "set up in correct order"
("émSlopBdon") means that Paul wanted to bring a specific, correct order to
the new churches in Crete through proper church leadership. These new
leaders would bring order. Titus must straighten out (ém&iopOdomn--aorist
middle subjunctive) the churches--indicating Titus must take the action
himself to straighten out and correct the things lacking.

5.3.2.2 Set Down. Second, Titus must set down elders in every city. The
term kataotnong (aorist active subjunctive, second singular) means may set
down. In Titus 1:5, people assume Titus appointed elders meaning those
men suddenly became elders. What if those men were already elders and

21



Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

Titus set down existing elders to the Church Office of Overseer? Actually,
Paul wrote that Titus should set in order (é¢mdiopOwon) the things lacking
(td Aetmovta) and may set down (kataotnong) elders, as I directed you
(Sreta&aunv ). Often when people say that Titus appointed elders, they
mistakenly mean that some men instantly became elders. They then
mistakenly equate elders with overseers and pastors. Paul did not actually
say that Titus "appointed"” men to become elders, but that Titus follow Paul's
direction in setting down elders into the Body of Christ as Church Overseers.
A few examples illustrate the use of the term "set down."

5.3.2.2.1 Moses. Egyptians asked Moses who set down him as ruler and
judge over us (Acts 7:35). They used this term to describe being placed into
an office of ruler or judge. Notice the object of the set down is the office of
ruler or judge. Of course, I can hear people arguing that this verse supports
the view that the men were set down into the office of elder. The better view
is that term "set down" describes placing a person into a recognized office.
You must be placed into the office by someone with the authority to do so, or
else people will question why you are acting like you hold the office when you
actually do not hold the office. See also Matthew 24:47--slave set down over
possessions; Luke 12:42--house manager set down over slaves to care for
slaves; Acts 7:35; Acts 17:15--put in charge of Paul; Hebrews 5:1--High priest
set down on behalf of men; Hebrews 8:3--High priest set down to offer
sacrifices; James 3:6--tongue set over members of us; James 4:4--friend of
the world set down as enemy of God.

5.3.2.2.2 Tables. Consider the selection of men in Acts 6:3. The Twelve
Apostles in Jerusalem became aware of a particular need in the church. They
directed the "brethren:" "examine among you seven men of good reputation,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may set down over this need" (Acts
6:3). Those men were examined and set into the Church Office of Deacon.
Even if you disagree that those men held the Church Office of Deacon, you
cannot dispute they were the same men who took on a position of being in
charge of deacony to a particular need. Furthermore, notice the brethren
selected them and then they were seated down into the position by the
Twelve Apostles.

5.3.2.2.3 Sinners. Consider Paul's theology of sinners. Of course, Paul
wrote under the inspiration of God and expressed God's theology of
sinners. Paul wrote that through the disobedience of the one man, the many
were set down (kateotaOnoav--aorist passive indicative, third plural) as
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sinners (Romans 5:19). Please take notice that the men were now declared
sinners. Likewise, through the obedience of the One, many will be set down
(xataotadrnoovtai--future passive indicative, third plural) as righteous.
Setting down in that context means the person had been given a new
description: sinners became righteous. Same person, new standing. (See also
Matthew 24:47 (the slave doing the will of his master will be set down
(xataotnoel--future active indicative, third singular) over all the
possessions)--same person, new duties; Matthew 25:21 (the faithful slave
will be set down (kataotow--future active indicative, first singular) over
many things)--same person, new duties; Acts 6:3 (the apostles commanded
the multitude of the disciples to examine ( émokéypacOe--aorist middle
imperative, second plural) seven men whom we (the apostles) will set down
(kxataotnoouev--future active indicative, first plural) over the need of the
widows for daily food service)--same person, new duties; Hebrews 2:7 (with
glory and honor God set down (xateotnoag--aorist active indicative, second
singular) Jesus over the works of God's hands)--same Person, new position;
Luke 12:14 (Jesus asked: Who set down (xatéotnoev--aorist active
indicative, third singular) Me (Jesus) as a judge or divider over you?)--same
Person, new position; Acts 7:10 (Pharaoh set down (katéotnoev--aorist
active indicative, third singular) Joseph as Esteemed One (fjyoUuevov--
present middle/passive participle, accusative masculine singular) of Israel--
same person, new position; notice the syntax here of how Joseph became
Esteemed One as a title; Acts 7:27 (Hebrew slave asked Joseph: Who set
down (xateotnoev--aorist active indicative, third singular) you as ruler
(&pyovta) and judge (S1kaotnv) over us? A New Testament elder does not
become a ruler (dpyovta), but he does become one of the esteemed ones
(myovpuevou), like Joseph--same person, new title and new position.))

5.3.2.3 Directions. Third, Titus must follow the directions Paul had
already provided to him. Paul used the word &ieta&aunv (aorist middle
indicative, first singular) to describe the fact that he had already directed
Titus to set down elders. The issue involves just what directions did he give
to Titus. Did Paul already provide the names of the elders to set down as
Church Overseers? Did Paul provide the procedure to set down elders as
Church Overseers? Did Paul provide both the names and the procedures? I
did not find clear answers to those questions in this passage. Consider Felix
giving directions (Statafauevog) to the centurion so that Paul would have
some freedoms; Felix provided the scope of freedom for Paul with his
directions (Acts 24:23). Consider also Paul saying that when he came to
Corinth, then he would give directions about resolving the remaining
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matters. Notice that in 1 Corinthians 11 Paul gave very specific guidance
about the procedure for Breaking Bread (Gtata&ouai--future middle
indicative, first person singular (1 Corinthians 11:34). Therefore, we have
Scriptural evidence showing that the both the scope and the procedure have
been associated with word Siatdoow.

5.3.3 Having Reached Hands (Xeipotovrijoavteg). Having reached
hands to them for the church elder, they placed them to the Lord in whom
they believed (Acts 14.23). “Having reached hands to them for the church
elders, having prayed with fasting, they placed them to the Lord in Whom
they had believed” (Acts 14:23). Paul and Barnabas traveled through
Lycaonia and Pisidia (Acts 14:23). During their travels to the churches which
they planted in those areas, Paul and Silas were involved with selecting
overseers. Luke wrote: Yyelpotoviioavteg 8¢ avtoi¢ kAT EKKAnoiav
NPEOPUTEPOVG, TPOCEVEAUEVOL LETA VIOTEIDV TTAPEOEVTO AVTOVS TH KLPI® EIg
ov memotevkeloav. Paul and Silas having reached the hands for elders in
each church, having prayed with fasting, they placed them to the Lord in
whom they had believed. Luke used the term "having reached hand" to
describe the means of putting those men into office. Luke use the term
Xelpotovrioavteg (aorist  active  participle, nominative  masculine
singular). In this context some people say that the term Xelpotoviioavteg
means appointed. That translation misses the mark when not differentiated
from the term set (£0eto) in the context of selecting elders to hold the Church
Office of Overseer. Instead of using the term set (£0eto), (interestingly, Paul
and Barnabas set before them (mapéBevrto--aorist middle indicative, third
person plural from mapatiBnu), in the Lord, in whom they had believed,
again emphasizing the placement of the elders) to, Paul and Barnabas used
their hands. Some uses of the term outside the Bible indicate a vote by raising
the hand. Elders in Lycaonia and Pisidia were not necessarily chosen by the
congregations, but Paul and Barnabas having reached hands to them in the
church elders. The first question concerns who reached the hands. In this
context, apparently Paul and Barnabas reached their hands, with
Xelpotovnoavteg being co-ordinate with having prayed. The issue concerns
whether the whole phrase means that the congregation reached hands to
select elders in every church. In the alternative, did Paul and Barnabas reach
hands to select elders in every church. The call seems fairly close because
npeofutépovg may serve as an adjective modifying ékkAnoiav. The
prepositional phrase yelpotoviioavteg ©6¢ avtoig katr EkkAnoiav
npeofutépoug used the preposition kata with the accusative, often meaning
according to or for each. So, the choice could be according to the will of each
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church. In Acts 20:20, Paul told the elders he went teaching publicly and
house to house (®gov6ev HreoTEINGUNY THV CUUEPEEPHVTHOV TOD Ut dvayyeiral
VUV kai Si8agan vuag dnuooiq kai kat’ oikovg). Therefore, the phrase kat’
gékkAnoiav may mean going church to church and the term elder modifies the
term church (both feminine nouns--church elders--already elders, but now
set into Church Office of Overseer). See John 10:3 where Jesus calls them
according to name. They could have done a hand count according to the
church, just as Jesus called each name in John 10:3. In the alternative, the
term mpeoPutépovg could be used functionally as a noun, describing an
office. For the reasons outlined elsewhere in this study, I disfavor that
approach. The better view appears to be that some of the existing elders were
appointed to the Church Office of Overseer. They were not made elders, but
Paul and Barnabas reached hands toward some church elders (already
existing as elders) and they were set in the body as Church Overseers. (Paul
and Barnabas did not seem to be laying on hands; see the different language
employed in Acts 14:3--then fasting and praying and having laid hands upon
then they departed (10te vijoteboavteg kai tpocevEAuEVOL Kai EmOevTeg Tag
Xeipag avtoig ameAvoav); Acts 8:18--laying on of hands to receive Holy Spirit
(i8wv 8¢ 6 Zluwv 611 da TAG mBEcEWS TOV XEIPDV TOV ATOOTOAWY S180Tal TO
JIVEDLA TTPOCT)VEYKEV AVTOIg Xprnata); Acts 19:6. And when Paul had laid his
hands (¢mB¢&vtog) upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began
speaking with tongues and prophesying (kai ém0Bévtog avtoig tod ITavAov
[tac] xeipag nABev 10 mvedua 1o &ylov &’ adTtoig, EAGAOLY TE YAOooWG Kai
gnpogntevov.) Interestingly, the verse could also suggest a two-step process
of selecting the elder by vote, and then placing them with the Lord as the
second step in the service. Another use of the term hand reaching provides
more insight into the meaning of hand reaching. Paul also wrote: “and not
only this but also the hand-reached one under the churches to travel with us
in this gracious work, which is being administered by us for the glory of the
Lord Himself, and to show our readiness,” (2 Corinthians 8:19). In 2
Corinthians 8:19, the term hand reaching (yelpotovnOeig--aorist passive
participle, nominative masculine singular) described Titus as a hand-
reached one (xelpotovnBeic) by the church to be a fellow traveler. (2
Corinthians 8:19 provides: ov puévov 8¢, aGAAG kai yxelpotovnBeig VIO TOV
EKKANOLOV OLVEKOT|LOG HUAV OLV TP} XAP1TL TAOTy TH S1akovoupévn D@’ HUDV
7pOg TV [avtod] Tod kupiov 66&av kai mpoBuuiav nuav.) The passive voice
there emphasizes the act, but then the prepositional phrase describes the
people who reached hands in support of Titus joining the missionary team.
Regarding the use of the prepositional phrase v;0 T®v + noun, see 1
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Corinthians 1:11--people under Chole (070 Tdv XA0ng); 1 Corinthians 10:9--
under the serpents were being destroyed (070 T@V dpewv AmTOAAUVTO); 2
Corinthians 2:6--rebuke under the many (V7o T@v mAe10vwv; 1 Thessalonians
2:14--suffered under your own countrymen (Vo TGV idlwv
OVUQPLAET®). In Acts 20:20, Paul told the elders he went house to house
teaching. Acts 20:20 provides: ®g 000LV VITECTEINGUNV TOV CUUPEPOVTOY TOD
un avayyeidat vpiv kai SidaEan vudg onuooia kai kat oikovg. If Acts 14:23
means Paul and Silas hand reached elders, then it may have been the only
place. The church (ekklesia) made the choice about Titus by hand reaching,
perhaps by a vote.

5.4 Related Words. God also provided further information about putting
people into places in the Body of Christ. The nuances here are beyond the
scope of this study, but tend to show that God used different words to
differentiate particular kinds and means of placements in the Body of Christ.
He takes great care in placing the right person, and not others, into positions
of service and authority over saints.

5.4.1 You Seat (xaOiCere). In 1 Corinthians 6:4, Paul asked the
Corinthians why they seat people who are no account in the church as judges
over them? Paul used the verb seat (kaBilete--present active indicative,
second person plural from kaBi¢w). Paul meant that effectively the
Corinthians had seated judges over the saints, contrary to the will of God,
because those "judges" were of no account in the church.

5.4.2 I Am Set (keipan). In Philippians 1:16, Paul said people spread the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ out of love, knowing that I am seated for the
defense of the Gospel. Paul used the participle keipat (present
middle/passive participle, first person singular) to describe his placement by
God for defense of the Gospel.

5.4.3 He Was Set (¢1£€Onv). In 1 Timothy 2:7, Paul recounted that he
was set as a preacher and an apostle. Paul used the term tiOnui--aorist
passive Indicative first person singular.

5.5 Summary of the Placement of Church Overseers.

¢ Church Overseers were placed into office through various means.

¢ Paul and Barnabas placed many overseers into various churches.
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¢ Paul directed Timothy to place overseers into the various churches
of Crete.
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6
The Qualifications

of the Overseer

6.1 Stretching. Paul concentrated his instructions to Timothy regarding
Church Overseers on identifying men suited to be a Church Overseer. Paul
started by indicating that some men will identify themselves as seeking to be
a Church Overseer. Timothy may identify them because they stretch
themselves towards the Church Office of Overseer. (Paul used the term
opeyetan (present middle indicative, third singular) which means here to
stretch out himself for something. This nice picture coincides with the hand-
reaching of setting men into the Church Office of Overseer. Paul contrasted
the ones stretching themselves towards the Church Office of Overseer with
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the ones stretching themselves (6peyouevor--present middle participle,
nominative masculine participle) towards money and wander away from the
faith (1 Timothy 6:10). Consider also the patriarchs stretching themselves
(6peyovtar--present middle indicative, third plural) towards Fatherland in
the heavens (Hebrews 11:16). Notice that all uses occur in the middle voice,
indicating action both originating within himself and acting upon himself.
The object they seek is outside the self, something to be obtained with effort.)
Paul provided: “Faithful the word. If any man overseership stretches himself,
good work he desires” (1 Timothy 3:1). Paul described some men who stretch
themselves towards the Church Office of Overseer. Paul indicated that
Church Overseership itself constitutes a good work. Men who stretch
themselves toward the Church Office of Overseership desire a good work.
Therefore, the Church Office of Overseership may be populated with men
who seek the position, by stretching themselves toward it. They must,
however, meet certain spiritual qualifications. (By using the genitive noun
gmokortiic, the meaning becomes clear: if any man stretches himself towards
overseership, he desires a good work." Paul also used middle voice (6p&yetan)
to describe the effort within the man to stretch himself toward the
overseership.) By implication, only the faithful men should be placed into the
Body of Christ as Church Overseers. In other words, merely stretching
themselves toward the Church Office of Overseer is not enough. Two steps
must be kept in mind. First, the man must stretch himself to be a Church
Overseer. Second, the man who stretches himself to be Church Overseer
must also meet the spiritual qualification of a Church Overseer. One without
the other will not produce good results. Therefore, the faithful man
stretching himself towards a Church Overseer must also meet certain
qualifications which Paul outlined to Timothy (1 Timothy 3:1-7).

6.2 The Qualifications for Church Overseers. Paul wrote Timothy that

a Church Overseer must possess certain spiritual qualifications in addition
to stretching forward. Because some elders are appointed to the Church
Office of Overseer, the qualifications described in Titus 1 apply to Church
Overseers in particular, not elders. Notice that Paul related the qualifications
to the "overseer" ("émiokomov") and not elders ("npeoPutepovg”) who were
set down into the Church Office of Overseer (Titus 1:5). Paul provided: “An
overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate,
prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,” (1 Timothy 3:2).

6.2.1 Above Reproach. The first qualification for being a Church Overseer
is "above reproach." (1 Timothy 6:14 provides: tnpfijcai oe TV &vToAnv
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BOTAOV AVETHANUITTOV UEXPL THG Empaveiag Tod kupiov UdV ITnood Xp1otod.
Paul used the term "avemiAnumtov" meaning "above reproach.") In 1
Timothy 6:14 Paul urged Timothy to keep the commandment "above stain"
and "above reproach" until the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 1
Timothy 5:7 Paul urged Timothy to help the widows be part of the group of
people above reproach. (1 Timothy 5:7 provides: kai Tadta mapdayyerie, iva
avemiAnumtot (noun-nominative masculine plural) ®ow.) The Church
Overseer must have a reputation giving no cause for reproach (disapproval)
until the Lord Jesus appears and the Church Overseer must be a part of the
group known as "above reproach ones."

6.2.2 One Woman Man. The second qualification for being a Church
Overseer was one woman man. (Paul used the phrase "pidg yvvaikog
&vopa.") The term "ag" often means a certain one out of more than one (see
One). (Luke 14:18--beginning from one all excused themselves; Luke 17:34-
-two (8v0) on one (udg) bed, the one (6 £i¢) taken; Luke 22:59--one hour;
Acts 24:21 one voice among many; Hebrews 12:16--sold birthright for one
meal).) Paul used this expression "one woman man" in 1 Timothy 3:2; 3:12;
Titus 1:6. By choosing the term one ("uag"), Paul emphasized that the
Church Overseer must not have more than one wife and no sexual
connections to any other woman. Because Paul was single and urged others
to be single (1 Corinthians 7:1), he was not excluding single men from being
a Church Overseer. By emphasizing that a man must have only one wife, He
was also emphasizing that when a man sins sexually with a woman, they
become one flesh (1 Corinthians 6:16). (To describe becoming "one flesh"
with a prostitute, Paul wrote &v oduda (1 Corinthians 6:16), which stands in
contrast to oap§ pia Matthew used to describe joining in marriage, so that
they are no longer 60o (Matthew 19:6).) Therefore, Paul emphasized a man
must have one wife and must not be joined sexually to other women.
(Regarding the term yvvaikdg, Matthew used the definite article tfig
yuvaukog in the context of the disciples saying that it is better to marry than
to be stuck for life with a wife who commits immorality without any chance
of divorce (Matthew 19:10). Luke used also used the definite article tfig
yuvaikog to describe Herod having the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19).
Jesus used the definite article tfig yovaikog to describe the wife of Lot (Luke
19:32). John described a Samaritan woman as yvvaikog, but she had five
husbands, but the one with her then was not her husband (John 4:27). John
also used the definite article tfi¢ yovaikog to describe the Samaritan woman
who testified to the City of Sychar (John 4:39). Luke used the definite article
A Yuvaukog to describe the wife of Ananias conspiring with him (Acts 5:2).
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Luke also described Timothy's mother as a yovaikog Jewish believer (Acts
16:1). Paul said it is good for man not to touch a yvvaukog (1 Corinthians 7:1).
Those examples show the varied uses of the term yvvaikog with and without
the definite article. In 1 Timothy 3:11 Paul used the term I'vvaikag (noun--
accusative feminine plural). Paul used the term yvvaikag in 1 Corinthians
7:29; Ephesians 5:25; 5:28; Colossians 3:19; 1 Timothy 2:9, 3:11), describing
both women and wives.) The Julian Laws on Marriage prohibited polygamy
and imposed taxes on unmarried people in the Roman Empire. Therefore,
because of existing secular law against polygamy, the translation husband of
one wife seems disfavored. Some people argue that a divorced man cannot
be a Church Overseer. Jesus described all people who file for divorce as
sinful, no exceptions (Matthew 19:1-12; see Divorce and Remarriage). When
people file for divorce and no sexual immorality has occurred during the
marriage, then the person filing for divorce adds the sin of adultery. Paul,
however, did not use any of the words related to marriage (yauocg) or adultery
(uowyeia) or immorality (mopveia) or divorce (dmootaoiov). (See the terms
used in Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-9; Mark 10:2-4, 11-12; Luke 16:18 and 1
Corinthians 7:11-12.) Jesus directed His discussion of marriage, divorce and
remarriage to isolated acts of sin, not necessarily continuing sinful states,
such as a continuing condition of immorality (see Permanent
Disqualification from Church Offices?). Paul focused upon present actions
and present character. Certainly, at the moment of salvation every person
becomes a new creation in Christ, and all the old things have passed away (1
Corinthians 6:9-11). Therefore, actions and character before salvation should
have no bearing on the qualifications for being a Church Overseer.

6.2.3 Temperate. The third qualification for being a Church Overseer was
temperate. (Paul used the term "temperate" ("vngdiiov"), translated as
sober or temperate. It has limited use in the New Testament (1 Timothy 3:2;
1 Timothy 3:11; Titus 2:2; all those occurrences related to qualifications for
church leadership).)

6.2.4 Prudent. The fourth qualification for being a Church Overseer was
sober. (Paul used the term "prudent” ("ow@pova"), translated as sober, self-
controlled, sensible (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8; Titus 2:2, 5).)

6.2.5 Respectable. The fifth qualification for being a Church Overseers
was respectable. (Paul used the term "respectable ("koomov"), translated as
proper, modest, seemly (1 Timothy 3:2, 2:9).)
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6.2.6 Hospitable. The sixth qualification for being a Church Overseer was
loving strangers. (Paul used the term "loving strangers" ("¢gu\o&evov"),
translated as hospitable, generous to guests (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8; 1 Peter

4:9).)

6.2.7 Able To Teach. The seventh qualification for being a Church
Overseer was apt to teach. (Paul used the term "able to teach" ("S18aktikov"),
translated as apt or able to teach (1 Timothy 3:2; 2 Timothy 2:24).)

6.2.8 Not Addicted to Wine. The eighth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was not given to wine. (Paul used the phrase "not given to wine"
("un mapowov"), translated as not addicted to wine, not given to wine (1
Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7). Also, please note that Paul used the negative "un" to
describe a greater possible realm of disqualifiers, in addition to those well-
known qualities in actual reality.) Paul left no doubt that people with
unresolved addictions, or who still follow the false teaching that they remain
alcoholics for life (see Seven Reasons), remain disqualified.

6.2.9 Not Pugnacious. The ninth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was not pugnacious. (Paul used the phrase "not pugnacious" ("un
mAnktnv"), translated as not a striker, not pugnacious, not a brawler (1
Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7).)

6.2.10 Gentle. The tenth qualification for being a Church Overseer was
gentle. (Paul used the term "gentle" ("émewn"), translated as gentle, patient,
moderate (1 Timothy 3:2; Philippians 4:5; Titus 3:2; James 3:17; 1 Peter
2:18).)

6.2.11 Peaceable. The eleventh qualification for being a Church Overseer
was peaceable. (Paul used the term "peaceable" ("&uayov"), translated as
peaceable, without fighting, not contentious (1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 3:2).)

6.2.12 Free from the Love of Money. The twelfth qualification for being
a Church Overseer was not loving money. (Paul used the term "no loving
money" ("aprapyvpov"), translated as free from the love of money, not
avaricious, not loving of silver (1 Timothy 3:3; Hebrews 13:5).)

6.2.13 Good House Manager. The thirteenth qualification for being a
Church Overseer was good leader of his own house. (Paul used the phrase
"the house of him well leading" ("tod iGiov oikov kaA®¢g mpoiotauevov"),
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meaning he leads well at home (see Section Two, Leading at Home, in The
Spiritual Gift of Leading).)

6.2.14 Keeping Children under Control. The fourteenth qualification
for being a Church Overseer was keeping children under control, with all
dignity. (Paul used the phrase "children under control, with all dignity"
("téxva Eyovta &v vITOTAYT], LETO Ao oepvoTnTo™), translated as children
under control, subjection, obedience (2 Corinthians 9:13; Galatians 2;5; 1
Timothy 2:11; 1 Timothy 3:4; with all dignity (1 Timothy 2:2; 1 Timothy 3:4;
Titus 2:7) see Section Two, Leading at Home, in The Spiritual Gift of
Leading).) Paul argued that a man who cannot lead his own household well
will not be able to care for the church of God.

6.2.15 Not a New Convert. The fifteenth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was not a new convert. (Paul used the phrase "not a new convert"
("un veogputov"), translated as newly planted, new convert, neophyte, novice
(1 Timothy 3:6).) The danger with new converts is that becoming a Church
Overseer may: (a) make them puffed up (Paul used the term "puffed up"
("tuvpwOeic"), translated as blowing smoke, clouding the air, muddled, moral
blindness, prideful, conceited, high-minded (1 Timothy 3:6; 1 Timothy 6:4;
2 Timothy 3:4).) and (b) so subject to falling into judgment of the devil. (Paul
used the phrase "into judgment may fall of the devil" ("eig kpipa éuméon tod
S1afoiov”). The danger of pride causing the devil to sin against God because
of his lofty position bringing judgment upon the devil poses a similar danger
to neophytes becoming Church Overseers.) This entire discussion underlines
the high standing of the Office of Church Overseer.)

6.2.16 Good Reputation. The sixteenth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was having a good testimony with outsiders. (Paul used the phrase
"8el 8¢ kai paptupiav kaAnv Exewv amo tov EEwbev"”, translated as "and then
to have testimony good from the outsiders.") Paul linked the testimony from
people outside the church with the lurking problem of falling into reproach
and the snare of the devil. (Paul provided: iva un eig ovelSiopov éuméon kai
nayida tod StaPorov. Please take notice of the iva clause with the subjunctive
to describe the related problems of (a) falling into reproach in the community
and then the church; and then (b) the snare of the devil (Romans 11:9; 1
Timothy 3:7; 1 Timothy 6:9; 2 Timothy 2:26; Luke 21:35).) The devil lays
snares for people who lack a good testimony in the secular community by
placing them in church offices and then they fall into reproach for their evil
behavior. Even so, they may not be disqualified permanently from office;
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consider Saul of Tarsus (see Permanent Disqualification and the Denial of
Peter).

6.2.17 Children Who Believe. The seventeenth qualification for being a
Church Overseer was having faithful children. (Paul used the phrase "having
faithful children ("tékva &wv motd").) Paul used the term "children" to
describe minors (for example, 1 Thessalonians 2:7) and adults (for example,
Galatians 4:28; 31). The issue here concerns what happens when a child
leaves home and acts badly. Should a man be disqualified from church office
because his adult children, having left home years ago, act badly? Because of
the context of leading his own household well in 1 Timothy 3:4-5, I favor the
view that so long as the child remains part of the household, then the child
must be faithful. (See Matthew 24:45; Luke 16:10 for the passive use of
motd.) and a believer. (See 1 Timothy 4:3; 10; Titus 3:8 where mota
describes believers.) We must keep in mind that only God the Father draws
people to Jesus for salvation, and then Jesus reveals the Father to them
(Matthew 11:27; 16:17; John 14:6). Parents cannot save their children, only
God can give that gift. Evens so, Paul may have meant that the children at
home must be both faithful and a believer. (When Abraham rescued Lot, his
nephew, Abraham took three hundred eighteen men, able to wield a sword,
all born in his household (in°2) (Genesis 14:14). Please take notice that God
chose Abraham so that he would command his children (132) and his
household (ina) to keep the way of Yahweh (Genesis 18:19). God
distinguished children from household (which included everyone living in
the "house" of Abraham). Therefore, we may also keep that distinction in
mind in the New Testament, particularly when considering the qualifications
for church office. Likewise, children once married leave their parents and
form a new household with their wife (Matthew 19:5, quoting Genesis 2:24),
indicating they are no longer part of the household of their parents (although
some may argue that married people were part of Abraham's household).
The point seems to be all married people leave their parents and become one
flesh with their spouse. Some married people establish their own household,
separate from their parents (Genesis 12:1; Ruth 2:11; Matthew 19:29). Adult
children may be cast out of the family for unrepentant sinful behavior
(Matthew 18:15-20). The unwillingness to follow disciplinary procedures
with their own adult children render them unfit to follow disciplinary
procedures in the church.

6.2.18 Not Accused of Dissipation. The eighteenth qualification for
being a Church Overseer was not in accusation of dissipation. (Paul used the
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phrase "not in accusation of dissipation" ("un év katmyopia dowTtiag"),
translated as not in accusation of (or charged with) dissipation, riot or
debaucher (Titus 1:6; John 18:29; 1 Timothy 5:19.)) In effect, people who
drink to excess or eat to excess or otherwise have addiction problems would
be disqualified.

6.2.19 Not Accused of Rebellion. The nineteenth qualification for being
a Church Overseer was not accused of rebellion. Paul used the phrase "not
accused of rebellion"" ("un év xkamnyopia dvumétaxkta"), translated as
rebellion, unruly, insubordinate (Titus 1:6; 1 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:10;
Hebrews 2:8). They should not be insubordinate (&veéykAntov), because they
are stewards of God, taking His orders (Titus 1:7).

6.2.20 Not Self-Willed. The twentieth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was not self-willed. Paul used the term "self-willed" ("av0adn"),
translated as self-willed, self-satisfied, arrogant, stubborn (Titus 1:7; 2 Peter
2:10).)

6.2.21 Not Quick-Tempered. The twenty-first qualification for being a
Church Overseer was not quick-tempered. Paul used the term "quick-
tempered" ("opyidov"), translated as quick-tempered and soon angry (Titus
1:7) (see Angers of God, page 52.)

6.2.22 Not Fond of Sordid Gain. The twenty-second qualification for
being a Church Overseer was not fond of sordid gain. Paul used the term
"sordid gain" ("aioypoxepdn"), translated as fond of sordid gain, dishonest
gain, base gain (Titus 1:7). See Sordid Gain.

6.2.23 Loving What Is Good. The twenty-third qualification for being a
Church Overseer was loving what is good. Paul used the phrase "loving what
is good" ("p1\oEevov praayaBov"), translated as loving what is good, lover of
good, lover of good (Titus 1:8).

6.2.24 Just. The twenty-fourth qualification for being a Church Overseer
was righteous. Paul used the term "righteous" ("6ikaiov"), translated as just,
right, righteous (Titus 1:8; Matthew 1:9; Matthew 20:7; Romans 3:26;
Philippians 1:7; Colossians 4:1).

6.2.25 Devout. The twenty-fifth qualification for being a Church Overseer
was holy. Paul used the term "holy" ("6o1ov"), translated as holy, devout and
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pious (Titus 1:8; Acts 2:27; 13:4; 13:35; 1 Timothy 2:8; Hebrews 7:26;
Revelation 15:4; 16:5.)

6.2.26 Disciplined. The twenty-sixth qualification for being a Church
Overseer was disciplined. Paul used the term "disciplined" ("éykpati"),
translated as disciplined, temperate, self-control (Titus 1:8; Acts 24:25; 2
Peter 1:6).

6.5.27 Holding the Faithful Word. The twenty-seventh qualification for
being a Church Overseer was holding the word of faith. Paul used the phrase
"holding the faithful word," which is according to the
teaching ("avrtexouevov 1od kata v S18aynyv motod Adyov"), translated as
holding the faithful word, which is according to the reaching (Titus 1:9,
Matthew 6:24 (hold, devoted), Luke 16:13 (hold, devoted). Please take notice
that the Church Overseer must personally hold to the faithful word,
according to the teaching. Both the teaching and the faithful word must be
kept, as reflected in Scripture.

6.2.28 Able to Encourage with Sound Teaching. The twenty-eighth
qualification for being a Church Overseer was "so that may be able to
encourage with the sound teaching." Paul used the phrase "so that may be
able to encourage with the sound teaching" ("iva uvatog i kai Tapakaieiv
év Tf] 010aokaAig Tf vyltawvovor) translated as so that he may be able to
encourage with the sound teaching (Titus 1:9). Please take notice that Paul
used the "tva" clause with the subjunctive "}" to describe the necessity of the
Church Overseer to be ready "mapaxaieiv”" ("to call with") in the sound
teaching, so that they will silence those people who oppose the Scriptures,
particularly the teaching in the Scriptures.

6.2.29 Able to To Convict the Contradicting Ones. The twenty-ninth
qualification for being a Church Overseer was "able to convict the
contradicting ones." Paul used the phrase ("tovg avtiAéyovtag éréyyxewv"),
translated as able to convict those people who contradict (Titus 1:9; Paul
used the term " éAéyyerv" which often refers to conviction of sin (1 Timothy
5:20; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:15; John 8:46; 1 Corinthians 14:24; Revelation
3:19; 5:13;James 2:9; Ephesians 5:13; Luke 3:19; Hebrews 12:5; James 3:20;
Jude 1:5; John 16:8; Matthew 18:15; 2 Timothy 4:2). Please take notice that
Paul required that the Church Overseer must hold fast to the Scriptures
because the Church Overseer must be ready to encourage sound teaching and
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refute contradictory teaching and use the Scriptures to achieve those
spiritual results.

6.3 Summary of the Qualifications of Overseers.

¢ Paul described specific qualifications for Church Overseers.

¢ The New Testament never mentions any qualifications to obtain The
Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Church Overseers must possess many spiritual qualities, lead their
own households well, and provide strong spiritual leadership for the church.
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7
The Examples

of Overseers

7.1_Definition. God appointed, literally set down ("katactnong"), “elders”
(“mpeoPutépoug”) within the local church. Titus 1:5 shows that the practice
of appointing elders was well established by the time Paul ordered Timothy
to appoint elders in Crete. God created the office of overseer to fulfill many
different functions. Some people have confused the work of “overseeing”
(“émoxomodvteg”) with the Church Office of Overseer (“episkopos®) and
elders (“presbuteroi“), which remain separate groups in the congregation.
Please recall I use the term presbuteroi to make it simpler for English only
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readers. All people who hold the office of overseer in the local church must
come from the group of elders (“pecfutépovg”) in the local church. In other
words, all people holding the Church Office of Overseer should be elders
(presbuteros), but not all elders (presbuteros) are Church Overseers
(episkopos) in the sense that they hold the Church Office of Overseer. To
avoid such confusion, we must carefully distinguish several terms used in the
New Testament to describe church leadership.

7.2 The Overseers at Ephesus. As Paul knew he was headed to prison, he
visited Asia Minor and called the Ephesian elders of the church
(“tovg mpeoPutépoug ThG EkkAnoiag“) to  gather to  him  (Acts
20:17). Referring to those same men, he told them to be on guard for all the
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made them overseers (“£moxomoug”),
in order to shepherd (“mowuaiverv®) the church of God (Acts 20:28). God
called these men “elders” (“npecfutépouvg) and they held the Church Office
of Overseer. We should take careful note of Paul's use of terms there. He
called the elders (presbuterous) of the church. The Holy Spirit appointed
elders, literally set some elders (£§6eto) as Overseers (émoxomovg). God
started with some elders (presbuterous) and appointed some of those elders
as Overseers (episkopos). Therefore, not every elder may be an Overseer.
God appoints some elders as Overseers, but not all elders are Overseers. All
elders do the work of overseeing the congregation, but not all elders hold the
Church Office of Overseer. At Ephesus, the elders were set into the Church
Office of Overseer. “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood.” (Acts 20:28).

7.3 The Overseers at Philippi. Please take notice that Paul addressed the
Philippian "Overseers" (episkopos) and deacons (Philippians 1:1). They were
two offices present in the church at Philippi. The Deacons were not called
Overseers. Both Overseers and Deacons had qualifications for office. Paul
provided: “servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are
in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:” (Philippians 1:1).

7.4 The Overseers of Crete. Paul directed Titus to set down (kataotriong)
elders in every city as Paul directed him. Paul then described the
qualifications of Overseers (émiokomov) (Titus 1:7). Paul provided: “For the
overseer must be above reproach as God’s steward, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain,”
(Titus 1:7).
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7.5 Summary of the Examples of Overseers.

¢ Some of the elder at Ephesus were also made Church Overseers by
the Holy Spirit.

¢ Paul addressed the Church Overseers and Deacons in his greeting
to the Philippian church.

¢ Paul ordered Timothy to appoint elders who became Church
Overseers in the churches of Crete.

40



Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

S
The Duties

of Overseers

8.1 Overseer: Duties. The Church Overseers have particular duties in the

New Testament. Those duties included all the duties of elders, but also
included other duties.

8.2 Guarding the Flock. All elders must guard the flock of God. They must
first guard themselves, and then guard the flock. The Holy Spirit set some of
the Ephesian elders into the Church Office of Overseer. Paul provided: “Be
on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
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set you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood” (Acts 20:28).

8.3 Shepherd the Flock. The Church Overseers must also shepherd the
flock of God. The Holy Spirit set (£0eto) the elders as overseers (noun
masculine plural) to shepherd (mowuaivelv--present active infinitive) the
church of God. Peter provided: “Therefore, I exhort the elders among you,
as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker
also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you,
exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it
over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock (1
Peter 5:1-3).

8.3.1 Not under Compulsion. The Church Overseers must also shepherd
(mowwavate) the in you sheep of the God (16 év vuiv moipviov tod Oeod),
overseeing (émokomodvteg) not under compulsion (1 Peter 5:2).

8.3.2 Voluntarily. The Church Overseer must exercise oversight
voluntarily, down from God (1 Peter 5:2). We learn about how to exercise

oversight as not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of
God.

8.3.3. Not for Sordid Gain. The Church Overseer must not exercise
oversight for sordid gain (aioypokepddg).

8.3.4 Eagerly. The Church Overseer must exercise oversight eagerly
(mpoBHUWC).

8.3.5 Not Lording. The Church Overseer must not be lording down
(xatakvpievovteg) of the inheritors (tov kAN pwv),

8.3.6 Examples. The Church Overseers must fulfill their service, examples
becoming (tomot ywvopevol) of the flock ( Tod towuviov).

8.3.7 Unfading Crown of Glory. The Church Overseer will receive the
unfading crown (tov dpapévavov Tiig 66&ng oté@avov) when the Chief
Shepherd appears (pavepwBévtog Tod dpyumoipevog).

8.4 Overseeing Saints. The Church Overseers have a duty, shared by all
believers, to pursue peace, overseeing (£moxomodvteg--see same word in 1
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Peter 5:2) so that no one will be falling away from the grace of God (Hebrews
12:15), and no root of bitterness should spring up and trouble believers
(Hebrews 12:16).

8.5 Resolving Doctrinal Disputes. The church elders at Jerusalem
joined with the apostles in resolving doctrinal disputes at the Jerusalem
Council (Acts 15:2,4, 6, 22, 23). Once the doctrinal dispute was resolved, they
provided a letter to be circulated to various churches regarding the resolution
of the dispute (Acts 16:4).

8.6 Receiving and Guiding Missionaries. The elders in Jerusalem
received Paul and Barnabas and gave them guidance (Acts 15:2,4, 6, 22, 23)
and later met with Paul and his companions as they returned to Jerusalem
after several missionary journeys (Acts 21:18).

8.5 Summary of the Duties of Overseers.

¢ Shepherd the Flock--the Work is Shepherding
¢ Overseeing

¢ Not for Sordid Gain

¢ Voluntarily

¢ Eagerly

¢ Not Lording Down The Sheep

¢ Examples Being to the Flock

¢ At the Manifesting of Christ, the Chief Shepherd, and the
Elders Will Receive an Unfading Crown of Glory

¢ Prevent falling away of believers from the grace of God.

¢ Preventing a root of bitterness springing up to trouble
believers.
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9

The Removal

of the Overseer

9.1 The Qualifications of Overseers. Paul described the qualifications
for the Church Office of Overseer to young Timothy (1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus

1:5-9). Many people view those qualifications as essential for entering the
Church Office of Overseer. Could a Church Overseer be removed for not
having those qualifications? Certainly, some elders will have times when
they do not demonstrate all of the qualifications. Do any special rules apply
for removing or disciplining a Church Overseer? All Church Overseers are
elders, but not all elders are Church Overseers. Therefore, the rules for
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imposing discipline on Church Overseers follow the same rules for
disciplining elders.

9.2 Accusations. Elders generally should not be sharply rebuked, but
appealed to as a father (1 Timothy 5:1). Likewise, the church should not
receive an accusation against an elder, except on the basis of two or three
witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19).

9.3 Rebuked. If the elder continues in sin, then they should be rebuked in
the presence of all (1 Timothy 5:20). Please note that they were not removed
from being an elder, because they held no office to be removed from. Not all
elders hold the Church Office of Overseer. Consider Paul rebuking Peter, who
held the Church Office of Apostle, as a hypocrite by holding himself aloof
from the gentiles in Antioch when the Judaizers visited from Jerusalem. In
the presence of all, Paul rebuked Peter: "If you, being a Jew, live like the
Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live
like Jews?" (Galatians 2:14).

9.4 Disciplinary Process. The disciplinary process for elders and Church
Overseers follows the same path as for any other member of the Church
(Matthew 18:15-20). The secular courts will never be an appropriate forum
for solving disciplinary problems in the church, meaning no Christian should
ever file suit in a secular court against another Christian; it is better to be
defrauded (1 Corinthians 6:1-6).

9.4.1 Private Talk. If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private
("Private Talk"), thus starting the formal disciplinary process described in
Matthew 18:15-20. The Private Talk should not happen until the Church
Overseer has been accused by two or three witness (1 Timothy 5:19), except
that an informal talk will always be appropriate (Galatians 6:1-5; Luke 17:3).
If he listens to you, you have won your brother (Matthew 18:15). A Private
Talk may be anyone showing a Church Overseer that his conduct materially
differs from the standards for Christian behavior found in the Scriptures.
Without proof from the Scriptures, such private talks should be avoided,
because only the Scriptures provide a guide to Godly behavior in all of us.
The point of the Private Talk will always be restoration with a spirit of
gentleness, bearing one another's burdens, with humility (Galatians 6:1-5).
The Private Talk should address matters of sinful behavior, such as
immorality, covetous, idolatry, reviling, drunkenness, and swindling (1
Corinthians 5:9-13). Likewise, doctrinal perversion must be confronted and
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silenced (Acts 20:30; Titus 1:11; 1 Peter 2:15; 3 John 1:9-10; Jude 1:4, 8-13,
16, 18-23; 2 John 1:7-11). Also, exercising oversight under compulsion or for
sordid gain or as lording down may be grounds for disciplining Church
Overseers (1 Peter 5:1-5). In addition, any failure to meet the standards for
Church Overseers described in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 also provide
grounds for discipline of Church Overseers. After the Private Talk, if
repentance and change are not forthcoming, then the disciplinary process
proceeds to the next step. Again, the passages described above are not
exhaustive; any Scriptural grounds for removing a Church Overseer should
be presented and followed in the Private Talk.

9.4.2 Witnesses Talk. If the Church Overseer refuses to listen to the
brother coming to him for the Private Talk, then take one or two more with
you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be
confirmed ("Witness Talk") (Matthew 18:16).

9.4.3 Church Talk. If the Church Overseer refuses to listen to the
witnesses, then tell it to the church ("Church Talk") (Matthew 18:17). Public
talk in the church shows everyone that everyone must follow the Scriptures,
because they provide the only reliable guide to life and Godliness, with
proper teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness (2 Peter
2:2; Timothy 3:16-17).

9.4.4 Gentile and Tax Collector. If the Church Overseer refuses to listen
to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and tax collector (Matthew 18:17).
The Church Overseers should be careful to take the lead in the promoting life
and Godliness in the church, while maintaining doctrinal purity (Acts 20:28-
310. While the church never withdraws its love for the unrepentant, it does
withdraw its fellowship (Matthew 18:17; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 2
Thessalonians 3:14).

9.5 Summary of the Removal of Overseer.

¢ Church Overseers should be removed following the same procedures as
for elders and other members of the assembly.

¢ Accusations against the Church Overseer should only be heard if brought
by two or more witnesses.
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¢ Discipline of Church Overseers follows the same pattern of private talk,
two witness talk, church talk, new treatment.

¢ Church Overseers, if found sinful, should be rebuked in the presence of
all.
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10
Judas Iscariot
and the Office of Apostle

10.1 Judas Iscariot and the Office of Apostle. Judas Iscariot, one of the

original twelve apostles, held the episkopen (tnv émokosmmv) (Acts 1:20)
quoting Psalm 109:8 (inypg--Hebrew for émokomnyv). Judas turned aside
from his office. Luke provided: “For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘LET
HIS HOMESTEAD BE MADE DESOLATE, AND LET NO ONE DWELL IN
IT’; and, ‘LET ANOTHER MAN TAKE HIS OFFICE.” (Acts 1:20). In Acts
1:25, we see that Judas Iscariot held a deacony (Siaxoviag) and an
apostleship (dmmootoAfig). Therefore, we must understand the relationship
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between the office (¢moxommv), the deacony (Giaxkoviag) and the apostleship
(tootoAiig) which Judas held. All three of those words must be understood
and distinguished. (Iwill use certain English words to describe certain Greek
words appearing in the New Testament. When I use my own Greek words, I
will not reflect the exact form of the original Greek word, but use a general
word to help English only readers. Therefore, I will use the word episkopos
to describe all uses of the Greek term émokomv in Acts 1:20.) Because Judas
Iscariot died, the apostles came together to choose the successor to Judas
Iscariot who would hold the office (episkopos) he vacated. From Acts 1 we
see how God defined an office of overseer (episkopos) in the New Testament.
First, Jesus chose the person to occupy the episkopos, knowing from the
beginning that Judas Iscariot would betray Him (John 6:64). The apostles
prayed that the Lord would show them which one the Lord had chosen to
occupy the deacony (Stakoviag) and the apostleship (dmmootoAfic) from which
Judas turned aside. Therefore, we know three details about Judas. Judas
Iscariot was also allotted a share (kAfjpov) in the deacony (Stakoviag) (Acts

1:17).

10.2 Selecting the Replacement for Judas. God provided only one
method for selecting the replacement.

10.3 Overseer: Judas Iscariot. Judas held an office as episkopos. He was
also an apostle. Therefore, Judas held the Old Testament Office of Overseer,
which in this case amounted to overseeing the money box and using the
money at the direction of Jesus. The Holy Spirit translated Psalm 109:8
regarding the "His in7ps" as "tv émokommv avtod” and it was something that
could be taken ("AaBétw") by another man. Because Jesus had already
ascended, keeping the money box does not seem to be the only concern of
the "overseer," but rather the oversight function. Apparently, each apostle
may have had a particular oversight function. Jesus chose the twelve apostles
to be eyewitnesses of Jesus and present with the eleven apostles from the
Baptism of John to the Ascension of Jesus. Acts plainly states the
qualifications and Jesus stated that the apostles would be His witnesses with
the power of the Holy Spirit. The office therefore does not appear to the tied
to the money box, but rather to the calling to be an eyewitness of Jesus and
to be filled the Holy Spirit for world-wide testimony. An unbeliever, like
Judas Iscariot, may hold a church office of overseer (episkopos), because an
unbeliever may pretend to be a believer. The devil loves to place unsaved
people in positions of authority in churches to attack the deacony of Jesus
Christ from within that congregation. Please keep in mind that only saints
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receive spiritual gifts, like The Spiritual Gift of Pastor, and so we should be
very careful to distinguish spiritual gifts from offices. Therefore, an
unbelieving imposter may hold the office of overseer but he will never
possess a spiritual gift as an unsaved person. Second, a saint (believer) must
meet special requirements to hold the office of overseer (episokopos). Please
keep in mind that Judas Iscariot was known as an apostle, but held the office
of overseer (episkopos). During the earthly deacony of Jesus in the flesh,
none of His disciples were known or called an elder. John the apostle called
himself an elder later in life. The replacement for Judas Iscariot had to meet
the qualifications of the office of overseer were: (1) present with the other
apostles from the baptism of John to the ascension of Jesus; and (2) ready to
serve as a witness of all those events from the Baptism of John to the
Ascension of Jesus.

10.4 Summary of Judas Iscariot and the Office of Apostle.

¢ Judas Iscariot held the Office of Old Testament Apostle.

¢ Judas Iscariot never became a Christian, but remained the son of
destruction.

¢ Judas lost his office and his deacony.
¢ God selected the replacement of Judas, but that man had to meet strict
criteria about being with Jesus and the other disciples from the baptism of

Jesus to His ascension—no one (except Jesus) today can meet those criteria
to hold the Office of Apostle.
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11
The Elders
of the Old Testament

11.1 Old Testament Elders as Leaders. In the Old Testament, the elders
of various groups performed different leadership tasks. The list of items
below only represents a few examples of the duties of elders and the elders
relationships to others.

11.2 Elders of Egypt. When Joseph went to bury his father Jacob, all the
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and the elders (°jpr) of the
land of Egypt went with him (Genesis 50:7). The elders of Egypt were not the
same as the servants of Pharaoh, but they went to honor Joseph and his
family during their time of mourning.
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11.3 Elders of Midian, Moab, Gilead. The people of Midian (Numbers
22:4), Moab (Numbers 22:7), and Gilead (Judges 11:17) had their own elders.

11.4 Elders of Israel. From the time Moses forward, a group of men were
known as the elders of Israel, performing various duties ("% P1")
(Exodus 3:16).

11.5 Elders of the Cities of Israel. Israel had elders in each city of Israel
(Deuteronomy 21:3).

11.6 Elders and Deliverance. God commanded Moses to gather the
elders of Israel so that they could learn about the deliverance from Egypt God
planned for them by using Moses (Exodus 3:16; Deuteronomy 32:7). God
sent the elders of Israel with Moses to Pharaoh to seek release from
Egypt (Exodus 3:18).

11.7 70 Elders Saw the God of Israel. Seventy elders of Israel saw God
with Moses and Aaron (Exodus 14:14), but they did not go up the mountain
with Moses and Aaron (Exodus 24:14).

11.8 70 Elders Bear Burden of Israel. Yahweh directed Moses to gather
seventy men from the elders of Israel (Px7% 2312 tR), so that Yahweh may
put the Holy Spirit upon them to bear the burden of the people of Israel, so
that Moses will not have to bear it alone (Numbers 11:16-18).

11.9 Elders and Law Courts Elders at Gates of the City. Elders of a
city formed a law court presiding at the gates of a city and handling all kinds
of legal disputes (Deuteronomy 1:12; 21:20; 22:15-16; 25:7-8; Joshua 20:4;
Ruth 4:9, 11; Ezra 10:14; Proverbs 31:23; Lamentations 5:14).

11.10 Elders and Princes. Moses chose seventy elders out of many other
elders of the people of Israel and their princes (vt oys°pr) (Numbers
11:16; Deuteronomy 29:10; 31:28).

11.11 Heads, Tribes, Elders, and Princes. Within the people of Israel,
God recognized your heads (23°wx7), your tribes (22°vaw), your elders (2°371),
and your princes (23v%)) (Deuteronomy 29:10 see also 5:23).

11.12 Elders and Judges. The people had both elders and judges. The
elders investigated religious matters and rendered decisions, including
stoning (Deuteronomy 19:12; 21:20; 22:16-18; 25:7-9). Likewise, judges
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resolved legal disputes between people (Deuteronomy 21:12; family law
21:20; 22:16, 17; 25:8, 9 Ezra 10:14).

11.13 Elders and Laying Hands on Bulls. The elders of the people of
Israel will lay their hands upon a bull, offered for the guilt of the people of
Israel (Leviticus 4:15).

11.14 David and the Elders. David, with the elders of Israel and the
captains of thousands (2°9%%7 7)) brought up the ark of the covenant of
Yahweh from the house of Obed-edom with joy (1 Chronicles 15:25).

11.14 Elders as Advisors. When Rehoboam became king, he consulted the
elders who stood before Solomon the king, but Rehoboam rejected their
advice (1 Kings 12:5-9).

11.15 Josiah's Covenant. Josiah gathered all the elders of Judah and of
Jerusalem, along with the priests and the prophets, with all the people of
Jerusalem, and they made a covenant with Yahweh (2 Kings 23:1-3).

11.16 Yahweh Judged the Elders. Yahweh entered into judgment with
the elders and princes of His people who devoured the vineyard and crushed
God's people (Isaiah 3:14-15).

11.17 Elders and the Jar. Yahweh directed that Jeremiah go with the
elders of the people and some senior priests to buy the potter's earthenware
jar (Jeremiah 19:1).

11.18 Elders of the Exile. Jeremiah wrote the elders of the exile, the
prophets and the people whom Nebuchadnezzar took in exile to Babylon
(Jeremiah 29:1).

11.19 Elders and Idolatry. Yahweh Elohim showed Ezekiel the idolatry of
the seventy elders (Ezekiel 8:11).

11.20 New Testament Elders before the Church. The New Testament
provides information about a group of Old Testament elders (not church
elders) interacting with Jesus and others before and after the formation of
the church.
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11.20.1 Elders and Traditions. Jesus condemned the elders and their
traditions (Matthew 15:2; Mark 7:3). The disciples of Jesus did not follow the
traditions of the elders (Mark 7:5).

11.20.2 Elders Made Jesus Suffer Many Things. The elders made
Jesus suffer many things (Matthew 16:21).

11.20.3 Elders and the Authority of Jesus. The elders confronted Jesus
about authority (Matthew 21:23).

11.20.4 Elders Planned the Arrest of Jesus. The elders were present
in the court of the high priest to plan the arrest of Jesus (Matthew 26:3).

11.20.5 Elders Sent People To Arrest Jesus. Crowds with weapons
came from the elders of the people against Jesus to arrest Him (Matthew

26:47).

11.20.6 Elders Had Jesus Arrested and Brought to Them. Jesus was
brought before the chief priests, scribes and elders (Matthew 26:57; Mark

14:43).

11.20.7 Elders Conferred with Chief Priests about Jesus. After
arrest, the elders conferred with the chief priests about Jesus (Matthew 27:1;
Mark 14:53: Scribes also Luke 22:66).

11.20.8 Elders Received Silver Returned by Judas. Judas, with
remorse, returned the silver paid to him to betray Jesus to the chief priests
and elders (Matthew 27:3).

11.20.9 Elders Accused Jesus. After arrest, the elders accused Jesus, but
He did not answer (Matthew 27:12).

11.20.10 Elders and Barabbas. The elders persuaded the crowds to call
for the release of Barabbas, instead of Jesus (Matthew 27:20).

11.20.11 Elders Mocked Jesus. The elders mocked Jesus (Matthew
27:41).

11.20.12 Elders Paid Soldiers To Lie about Resurrection. The elders
paid the soldiers guarding the empty tomb to lie about the resurrection of
Jesus (Matthew 28:12).
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11.20.13 Elders Rejected Jesus. The elders rejected Jesus (Mark 11:27;
Luke 9:22).

11.20.14 Elders Part of Sanhedrin. The elders were part of the
Sanhedrin (Mark 15:1).

11.20.15 Elders Sent by Centurion. Centurion sent elders of the Jews
(mpeoPutepovg TV Tovdaiwv) to Jesus asking for help for his slave (Luke

7:3).

11.20.16 Elders Confronted Jesus in Temple. Elders confronted Jesus
in the temple regarding His authority (Luke 20:1).

11.20.17 Elders Confronted by Jesus Regarding Their Swords and
Clubs. At His arrest, Jesus confronted the elders regarding their swords and
clubs (Luke 22:52).

11.20.18 Elders Gathered Regarding Apostles. After the arrest of Peter
and John, the elders gathered together with the rulers, chief priests, priests
and scribes to discuss the apostles (Acts 4:5).

11.20.19 Elders Heard Peter. After his arrest, filled with the Holy Spirit,
Peter addressed the rulers of the people and the elders (Acts 4:8).

11.20.20 Elders Decided. Peter reported the decisions reached by the
elders (Act 4:23).

11.20.21 Elders Stirred Up. Some evil Jews stirred up the people, elders
and scribes against Stephen (Acts 6:12).

11.20.22 Elders Can Testify. Paul said elders in Jerusalem provided
letters to him, authorizing him to punish Christians (Acts 22:5).

11.20.23 Elders Aid Jews Plotting To Kill Paul. Elders in Jerusalem
received and aided Jewish men under oath to kill Paul (Acts 23:14).

11.20.24 Elders and Ananias Prosecute Paul. Some elders and chief
priest went to Caesarea to prosecute Paul (Acts 24:1).
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11.20.25 Elders and Chief Priests Brought Charges against Paul.
Some elders and chief priests brought charges against Paul in Caesarea (Acts

25:15).

11.20 Summary of Old Testament Elders.

¢ In the Old Testament elders played many roles in secular societies
and in the congregation of Israel.

¢ Elders often made important civil and religious decisions.

¢ Elders provided spiritual guidance to kings.

¢ Elders participated in ceremonies related to offerings.

¢ Elders opposed the work of Jesus in many ways and at many times.

¢ Elders urged the congregation of Israel and the Roman government
to crucify Jesus.

¢ Elders continued to persecute the church after the ascension of
Jesus.
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12
The Elders
of the Church

12.1 Overseers and Elders. Some Church Elders become Church
Overseers (Titus 1:5-9). The qualifications described in Titus 1:5-9 pertain to
Church Overseers, not elders. The elders may be set down (kxataotnong--
aorist active subjunctive, second singular) as Church Overseers. Not all
Church Elders become Church Overseers, but only those set down into the
office of Church Overseer.

12.2 The Elders at Jerusalem. The elders at Jerusalem played an
important role in the Jerusalem church, along with the Apostles.
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12.2.1 Elders of the Jerusalem Church Received Gifts. The church in
Antioch sent a gift to the brethren in Jerusalem, directing Saul and Barnabas
to deliver the gift to the elders (tpeofutépoug) in Jerusalem (Acts 11:30).

12.2.2 Jerusalem Council and the Elders of the Jerusalem Church
and Apostles. When some men came to Antioch requiring circumcision to
be saved, the church at Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas with them to
Jerusalem so that the matter could be set before the Jerusalem Elders
(mpeoPutepovg) and the Apostles (dmmootorovg) (Acts 15:2). Likewise, the
messengers from Antioch were received by the church (ékkAnoiag), apostles
(drootoAwv), and the elders (mpeofutépwv) (Acts 15:4). Having considered
the matter, the apostles (dtootoloig), elders (mpecPfutepoig) and the whole
Jerusalem church (éxkAnoiq) thought to send a letter to the brethren in
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia who were from the Gentiles, providing direction to
avoid further conflicts between Jews and Gentiles. Please take notice that the
Jerusalem church was the likely the most mature church at that time,
because they twelve apostles were present to guide them. The Church
Overseers were not mentioned, but the elders were mentioned. It seems to
me that the Apostles provided the guidance required by Church Overseers.

12.3 Elders Appointed to Every Church. Paul and Barnabas having
stretched out the hand (xelpotovioavteg ) set elders ( mpeoPutépoug) in
every church, having prayed with fasting, and then commended them to the
Lord in Whom they had believed, meaning, in my mind, they appointed some
Church Elders to become Church Overseers (Acts 14:23).

12.4 Elders of the Ephesian Church. As Paul traveled to Jerusalem,
knowing he would be arrested there, Paul met the Ephesian the elders of the
church (touvg mpeoPutépovg Tiig ékkAnoiag) at Miletus and described their
duties to them (Acts 20:17).

12.5 Elders of the Churches of Crete. Titus was to make straight the
remaining things in Crete andto set down (kataotqong) elders
(mpeoPutépovg) in each city of Crete, according to the instructions
(Sreta&aunv) Paul had provided (Titus 1:5).

12.6 Elders of the Church and the Weak. If any one is weak (do0evel),
let him call the elders of the church ( Tovg mpeofutépoug T1ig ékkAnoiag) and
they will pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord
(James 5:14).
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12.7 Peter as a Fellow Elder. Peter exhorted the elders (ITpeofutépoug)
as a fellow elder (ovumpeofitepog) and witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed (1 Peter 5:1).

12.8 Younger Men Obey Elders. Peter commanded the younger men
(vedtepon) to submit to elders (vrrotaynte mpeoPfutéporg) (1 Peter 1:5).

12.9 Exhorting Elderly Men and Elderly Women. Paul commanded
Timothy not to rebuke (é¢mmAngng) elderly men (ITpecfutepw), but to exhort
(mapaxkdaie) as father (matépa), younger men (vewtepovg) as brothers
(a8eApotc) and elderly women (mpeofutépag) as mothers (untépag) and
younger women (vewtepag) as sisters (adeAgag), in all purity (1 Timothy
5:2). Therefore, we must be careful to remember that God recognized
discernable groups in the church, each of which should be exhorted
differently (see Acts 2:17). Also, the term elder was applied to both women
and men when it came to physical age.

12.10 John the Elder. John the elder wrote to the chosen lady, whom he
loved in truth (2 John 1:1). As an elder, he also wrote to Gaius, whom he also
loved in truth (3 John 1:1).

12.9 Twenty-Four Elders. Twenty-four thrones surrounded the throne of
God in heaven, and twenty-four elders sitting on those thrones, having been
clothed in white garments and golden crowns upon their heads (Revelation

4:4).

Summary of the Elders of the Church.

¢ Every local assembly should have both elders and Church Overseers.
¢ Not every elder is a Church Overseer.

¢ Church Overseers hold a variety of spiritual gifts, but not every
Church Overseer necessarily possesses The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ The term elder may describe older people and may also describe a
special group in the church that exercises spiritual authority.

¢ God provided qualifications for Church Officers, but never provided
qualifications for being a church elder.
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¢ The apostles Peter and John considered themselves fellow elders
with many local congregations.
¢ Elders must be treated with special care in the local assembly.
¢ Elders, apostles and the local congregation in Jerusalem all provided

a letter detailing how the church should interact with Jews to avoid offending
them needlessly.
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13
Do Elders

Rule or Lead?

13.1 Do Elders Rule or Lead? Many denominations claim that they have
ruling elders. Do the Scriptures teach that elders rule? We can examine
several popular passages and see if elders actually rule or lead. Please keep
in mind that the terms elder, overseer, and pastor have distinct meanings
and deaconies in the New Testament, which provides for two church offices:
overseers and deacons. To understand the differences between the terms
elder, overseer and pastor, keep in mind that elders exist independently from
overseers and pastors. Both overseers and elders were known in the Old
Testament and continued into the New Testament. At Pentecost following
the Ascension of Jesus, God created Church Offices, which are not identical
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to their Old Testament counterparts. So, in the New Testament, not all elders
are overseers, but only the elders chosen by God hold the Church Office of
Overseer. Likewise, God described The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds, but
never indicated that the pastors are a church office. Instead, Paul wrote that
Church Overseers do the work of pastors. In fact, many saints do the work of
pastors, but not all people doing the work of a pastor have The Spiritual Gift
of the Shepherds, just like every saint should do the work of an evangelist,
but not all saints have the Spiritual Gift of Evangelist. People tend to confuse
Church Offices with spiritual gifts (see New Testament Offices). Before we
examine a few New Testament passages concerning elders and leading, I will
examine the general concept of leading in the New Testament and then
explore examples of leading in the New Testament. Once we understand
leading in the New Testament, then we can look particularly at the question
of elders and leading or ruling.

13.2 Elders, Pastors, Overseers and Deacons. In the New Testament,
God provides directions for leading the Church through offices (overseer and
deacon), and also through the spiritual gifts, whether the spiritually-gifted
man holds an office or not. Good leading in the New Testament means that
people follow the will of God and The Spiritual Gift of Leading helps believers
follow the will of God. Every member of the body of Christ has a special
spiritual gift, and God seriously expects each of us to use those spiritual gifts
in the service and edification of all believers. The New Testament provides
many examples of leading which apply to elders, overseers, pastors, and
others leading the church. Please keep in mind that the New Testament
terms elder, overseer and pastor all refer to distinct groups in the New
Testament, despite the claims of many people today that the terms elder,
overseer and pastor all mean the same thing (see New Testament Offices).

13.3 The Term "Lead" Defined. The word "leads" ("mpoiotapevog") in
Romans 12:8 provides a starting point for understanding the concept of
leading in the New Testament. In Romans 12, Paul was describing spiritual
gifts, including the The Spiritual Gift of Leading. I submit it may be best to
limit the gift of leading described there to the use of the term "leads"
("mpoiotauevog") and its related uses in the New Testament. You may
certainly look to other passages to understand the work that leaders do in the
local assembly, such as Hebrews 13:7, 17 and 24, and 1 Peter 5:1-4 (elders
there). Saints with The Spiritual Gift of Leading may or may not hold the
office of Church Overseer, and perhaps the pastor may not have The Spiritual
Gift of Leading. The other word "diligence" ("omovs6ii") related to The
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Spiritual Gift of Leading in Romans 12:8 helps us understand how The
Spiritual Gift of Leading should be exercised and provides insight into the
general concept of leading in the New Testament.

13.4 New Testament Terms Related to Leading. Several terms in the
New Testament relate to leading. The terms below describe people in a

relationship with other people. The terms tend to define the relationship to
some extent, including communications in the relationship. Because people
live in relationships with other people, the terms of the relationship can be
described by certain titles or words. They are all relationship words,
describing the interactions and relative positions of the people in the
relationship.

13.4.1 Kathegetai. The Greek term “kathegetai" (“kaOnyntai--nominative
masculine plural and kaBnyntig--nominative masculine singular”) only
appears in Matthew 23:10. Jesus said: "Do be called kathegetai (kaBnyntai);
for One is your kathegetes (kaBnyntrg), Christ." Some people think the term
comes from the preposition "kata" and the verb "ago." Therefore, the best
translation of "kathegetai" would be one who leads down, in place of, or
against, so I chose the translation as "Superior" to capture the spatial
relationship of leading people below. Based upon usage of the term outside
the Bible, and the immediate context of Matthew 23 decrying the use of terms
to describe people which supplant God as the Supreme Person in the
relationship, Jesus likely meant that any term for “leader” would be
forbidden. Therefore, no one in the church should use the title "leader,"
"Superior," "Father," "Rabbi," or other term tending to exalt a person. We
only have one Leader, Rabbi, Teacher, etc., and His Name is Jesus. Please
recall the disciples quarreled among themselves as who was considered the
greatest among them (Luke 9:46-48; 22:24--see also the discussion of the
greatest problem in_ The Pastoral Heresy).

13.4.2 Archon. The Greek term "archon" ("épyxwv'") means ruler. I did not
find a single instance where it described any position of leadership in the
church. The term archon described secular and religious positions outside
the church. When the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest
Jesus, the officers returned without Jesus. They said they had never heard
anyone speak like Jesus. The Pharisees then said that not any of the archons
(dpyoviwv) or Pharisees has believed in Jesus, has he? The Pharisees then
argued that the crowd did not know the Law and was accursed (John 7:45-
49). They did not know that Nicodemus, an archon (&pyxwv) of the Jews, had
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believed in Jesus and was standing right there, urging them to follow the Law
before condemning anyone (John 7:50-52; see John 3:1-21). Therefore, we
know that the archons were supposed to know the Law, and that many rulers
rejected Jesus. Later in the deacony of Jesus many archons believed in Him
(John 12:42).

13.4.2.1 The Archons of the Pharisees. The Pharisees had archons
(apyovtov 1@V Paproaiowv) (Luke 14:1). (Luke provided: Kai éyéveto év 1d
ENOETV aTOV £i¢ 01KOV TIVOC TRV dpYOVTIwV [Tdv] Daproainv oafPate payeiv
dpTov kai avtoi Roav mapatnpovuevol avtév (Luke 14.1).) Jesus asked the
Pharisees and the lawyers (vouikovg) whether it was lawful to heal on the
Sabbath, but they were silent. He then healed a man with a withered hand at
the home of the ruler of the Pharisees. Yet, not all archons were Pharisees.
Therefore, we know that the archons came in different ranks and some held
religious offices.

13.4.2.2 The Archons of This Age. Paul described the archons of this age
(Tdv dpxovTwv Tod aidvog tovtov) (1 Corinthians 2:6, 8). Paul described
them as people having their own earthly wisdom of this age. In contrast, Paul
taught the timeless wisdom of God. The archons (apyovtwv) of this age are
passing away (1 Corinthians 2:6). The archons (dpyxovtwv) of this age do not
understand the wisdom of God, for if they had, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 2:8). Therefore, we know the archons of this
age did not know the wisdom of God and they crucified Jesus.

13.4.3 Kurios. Translators often confuse the term "lord" with "master" by
equating them. I prefer the consistent translation of kurios (xp1og) as lord
because God consistently used the term «Uplog to describe slave
relationships, saint relations, and titles of respect. For example, Jesus
likened the relationship of (1) a disciple to a teacher to (2) the relationship of
a slave with his lord (Matthew 10:24). Likewise, Jesus acknowledged that His
learners properly called Him the Teacher (6 §i8dokaiog) and the Lord (6
kOplog) and He said they spoke well (kaA®g) (John 13:13). Therefore, we
know that the disciples of Jesus distinguished the title and functions of
Teacher from Lord, and those terms should not be confused.

13.4.5 Despotas. Paul applied the term to "despotas" ("Seomodtag") to
earthly masters in relation to their slaves (6odAol) (1 Timothy 6:1). Some
earthly masters (8eomotag) may be faithers (smotovg) (1 Timothy 6:2).
Simeon used the term "despota" ("A¢omota") to describe God who was
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releasing him as slave (8o0A0v) because he had seen the Messiah in the flesh
(Luke 2:29). Likewise, Despotata (A¢omota) made heaven and earth (Acts
4:24). Slaves must be submissive to their own "despotais" ("Seomotaig"),
referring to earthly masters (Titus 2:9; 1 Peter 2:18). Saints must cleanse
themselves, so that they will be useful to the Despote (6eomotn) for every
good work (2 Timothy 2:21). False teachers introduce destructive heresies
into the church, even denying the Despoten (§eomotnv) who bought them (2
Peter 2:1). Likewise, Jude warned about the creepers who deny our only
Despoten (Aeomotnv) and Lord (Kvpiov), Jesus Christ (Jude 1:4). The souls
under the altar in heaven also cry out to their Despotes (Aeomotng) to judge
and avenge their blood (Revelation 6:10). Because Jude distinguished
Aeomotny from Kvplov, I prefer the translation as Master for all occurrences
of Seomdtngin various forms, emphasizing the Master and slave relationship.

13.4.6 Epistata. The term "epistata" (émotata") literally means set over,
describing a position of authority. Only Luke used the term "émotata."
Simon called Jesus "émotata" after they were fishing all night and caught
nothing. Jesus then gave them orders about fishing and Peter replied,
‘Emotata, we will do as you spoke (Luke 5:5). Another time when the boat
was filling with water, the disciples said to Jesus, ""Emotarta, émotata," we
are perishing (Luke 8:24). When a woman touched the garment of Jesus and
was healed, Jesus asked who touched Him. Peter said, "Emotata" the people
surround you (Luke 8:45). On the mount of transfiguration, Peter said,
"Emotata" it is good for us us to be here (Luke 9:33). When the disciples
saw someone casting out demons, but not following with the disciples of
Jesus, John said, "Emotata," we told him to stop (Luke 9:49). Ten lepers
called to Jesus, saying, " 'Emotata,” have mercy on us (Luke 17:13).
Therefore, the term Commander fits well with Jesus having command
authority over the disciples and everyone else.

13.4.7 Kubernates. The term "kubernete" ("xvPepvrmy" described the
maritime pilot of a ship (Acts 27:11; Rev 18:17). I described The Spiritual
Gift of Navigations in the free ebook, Spiritual Gift Manual. Therefore,
because God described a specially-gifted person to provide "navigation" for
the church, we should understand the term navigations. I use the term
“navigations” (“kvBepvnoeig”’—plural noun), translated by the New American
Standard Bible as “administrations,” to describe the special ability to carry
out the work of God similar to the work of a pilot of a ship (1 Corinthians
12:28). The pilot was not the same person as the captain of the ship. In Acts
27:11, God recorded the distinction between “the navigator” (“t®
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kuPepvitn”—translated as “pilot” by the New American Standard) and “the
captain” (“t® vavkAnpo”) of the ship. In the future, God will bring judgment
upon Babylon the Great City (Revelation 18:1-8). Babylon had made the
merchants of the earth very rich, but she will be destroyed. Babylon and its
inhabitants will be filled with torment, weeping and mourning. In one hour,
Babylon and its wealth will be laid waste. Every marine pilot (“kvfepvitng”)
will keep a safe distance from Babylon, as they watch the smoke of her
burning. Those shipmasters will know that they must steer clear of the
smoking ruin of Babylon the Great City. Therefore, the "navigator" in the
church will have duties to become familiar with the local environment and
also plan how to reach safe harbor. They provide guidance about weather,
courses, sailing conditions, time to sail, safe harbors, and similar matters for
the church as it moves to do God's will and reach the destinations selected by
God for that local assembly.

13.4.8 Hegoumenois. The church also had "Esteemed Ones"
("fyovuevorg") and they should be obeyed, and we should be submissive to
them (Hebrews 13:17). Their duties include watching over the souls of the
congregation and they will give a word about the souls of the congregation.
They should perform their duties with joy and not groaning. Because God
breathed out every word of the Scriptures, we should pay careful attention to
the difference between words God used in the New Testament. God also
taught us to greet all the "Esteemed Ones" (“fyovuévoug”) in the
congregation (Hebrews 13:24). Luke referred to Judas Barsabbas and Silas
as "Esteemed Ones” in the Jerusalem congregation (Acts 15:22). Luke also
described Joseph as an “Esteemed One of Egypt” (“rjyoouevovén’ Alyvmtov”)
(Acts 7:10). See the chart concerning "esteemed ones" and the discussion at
New Testament Church Offices.

13.5 Spiritual Gift of Leading. Paul described a spiritual gift of leading
(6 mpoiotauevog--present middle participle, nominative masculine singular)
(Romans 12:8). The saints must exercise that spiritual gift with diligence
(omovdiy) (see The Spiritual Gift of Leading).

13.6 Elders Leading Well. Paul wrote about "the elders who lead well"
(NASB). (Paul provided: Oi kaA®g mpoeotdteg mpeoPuTepol SUTARG TIUTG
a&lovoBwoav, padAiota oi komavieg &v Aoye kai SidaokaAiq (1 Timothy
5:17).) Paul used the phrase lead well (kaAdg mpoeotdteg). The term
"npoeotdteg,”" a perfect active participle, nominative masculine singular,
comes from the root "mpoiotnuy," meaning to set before. The other uses of
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this term help us understand its meaning. The New Testament indicates that
elders do not rule, but they do lead. The Spiritual Gift of Leading provides
great insight into the term "lead" ("nposotdteg”) in the New Testament. As
we understand the use of The Spiritual Gift of Leading, we will also
understand what it means for elders to lead well (1 Timothy 5:17).

13.7 Leading at Home and Taking Care. We know from 1 Corinthians
12:5-6, that one spiritual gift may produce a variety of deaconies (6takovi®dv)
and a variety of effects (évepynuétw). In this case, The Spiritual Gift of
Leading may produce a variety of deaconies with a variety of spiritual effects.
So, we will examine The Spiritual Gift of Leading and look at its deaconies
and effects.

13.7.1 The Deacony of L.eading at Home. The root word for "lead" in
Romans 12:8, provides guidance for understanding The Spiritual Gift of
Leading. The deacony of Church Overseers (an office of the church--not a
spiritual gift) and Deacons (an office of the church--not a spiritual gift)
begins at home and we will examine the qualifications for those offices
briefly.

13.7.2 The Qualification of Church Overseers. Church Overseers must

lead their own families to the glory of God. Church Overseers in the New
Testament have specialized duties, such as shepherding the flock from: (a)
savage wolves attacking from without; and (b) evil men within the flock
drawing away saints from the flock (Acts 20:28-30). This deacony of leading
the home rests upon the same root word as "leads" in Romans 12:8. The
qualifications for Church Overseers include the ability to lead
(mpototapuevov) their own children and their own households and keep them
under control (brtotayf) (1 Timothy 3:4). Therefore, we may understand that
one aspect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading will involve influencing the mind
and behavior of people, so that they will mature in Christ, while staying
under control, and maintaining dignity (ocepuvotnrtog). The saints need this
type of leading from leaders, including Church Overseers, who have first
demonstrated this leading ability at home.

13.7.3 The Qualification of Deacons. Likewise, deacons must have the
same ability to be leaders (mpoiotauevol) at home first (1 Timothy 3:12).

Deacons labor at home and keep their own families under control by
promoting Godliness in the family before they become Deacons.
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13.7.4 The Deaconies of Leading and Taking Care. The overseer
(elder) must also be able to lead (mpootijvar) his own household well; if he
cannot lead his own household, then how will he take care (émpueAqoetan) of
the church of God? (1 Timothy 3:5). Please take notice here that the ability to
lead his own household directly relates to taking care of the church of God.
The deaconies of leading and taking care have a direct relationship.

13.7.5 The Deaony of Providing Necessary Care. The Roman
centurion Julius had to guard Paul and take Paul to Rome. During the
journey, at Sidon, Julius allowed Paul to go to his friends and receive needed
care (émueAeiag) (Acts 27:3). Apparently, this deaony of providing necessary
care involved both spiritual and physical help.

13.7.6 The Deacony of Providing Physical Care to the Injured.
Likewise, the good Samaritan paid the innkeeper and directed him to take
care (émueAnOnm) of his neighbor (Luke 10:35). This deacony involved the
payment for physical services rendered, and provided time for the physically
injured to recover.

13.7.7 The Deacony of Searching Carefully. Finally, consider the
woman who searches her house carefully (émueAdcg) to find the lost coin
(Luke 15:8). The careful searching by the woman means that the deacony of
leading involves concerted efforts to find missing things. It speaks to the
need to be diligent and thorough in the deacony of leading carefully. So, we
learn that The Spiritual Gift of Leading starts at home. Men holding the
offices of Church Overseer and Deacon in the local church may possess The
Spiritual Gift of Leading, but they must display an exemplary ability to lead.
Other men may possess The Spiritual Gift of Leading, but they will perform
their deaconies without holding the office of Church Overseer or Deacon. We
often see the gift in action by noticing the effects of the proper use of the
spiritual gift.

13.8_The Spiritual Effects of L.eading.The Spiritual Gift of Leading
produces spiritual effects in the lives of believers. We know that one spiritual
gift may result in a variety of different deaconies and effects. The leading gift
means that the leaders will lead the assembly of saints, helping believers
grow up in Christ, staying under control, and maintaining a dignified
reputation for the assembly. Furthermore, the leaders have charge
(mpolotauévoug) over the saints, who should appreciate their Godly leading
(1 Thessalonians 5:12). Indeed, these leaders who lead well (xaAdg
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npoeot®teg) should receive double honor (1 Timothy 5:17). As a side note,
elders should also be careful, as leaders, to recognize the spiritual gifts of the
saints under their charge and encourage them (1 Timothy 4:14). All leaders
must labor diligently. When The Spiritual Gift of Leading operates properly,
you will see the following effects in the lives of believers. The Spiritual Gift of
Leading produces the spiritual effect of control and the spiritual effect of
dignity. We will look at each of them next.

13.9 The Spiritual Effect of Control. The Spiritual Gift of
Leading produces control (vmotayfi) (1 Timothy 3:4). This term "control"

("bmotayf]") describes both voluntary submission and compulsory
subordination. This spiritual ability to bring people under the control of God
reflects a special spiritual gift.

13.9.1 Subjection. The term "subjection" ("vmotayfi") shows the fruit of
The Spiritual Gift of Leading. When used properly, The Spiritual Gift of
Leading results in believers following the will of God. This term subjection
has several different aspects.

13.9.2 Control by Jesus. Today, if you say someone is controlling, you are
often criticizing them. Unbelievers long to live without the control of other
people. In contrast, Jesus loves to control His children and His mature
children love that control. Jesus ascended to heaven after angels, authorities
and powers were subjected (1 Peter 3:22--"0motayévtwv"--notice the aorist
participle indicating complete and total control) to Him. Therefore, we see
this special power of God acting forcefully to bring supernatural beings
(angels, authorities, and powers) into subjection to Christ. Believers with The
Spiritual Gift of Leading have a special spiritual gift to bring other people
under the will of Christ. Do not misunderstand: while Christ ascended and
exercised His will over angels, authorities and powers, we still wrestle against
them, but we triumph in Christ as we stand in His might (Ephesians 6:10-
17). In contrast, Paul also taught us that the mind set on the flesh is not able
to subject itself to the law of God (Romans 8:7). In the future, after all things
have been subjected (vmotayij)) to Jesus, then Jesus will be subjected
(bmotaynoetan) to the Father who subjected to Him ("té® vmota&avtt avtd")
all things. We learn from this verse that a believer does nothing more than
Jesus does when He is subjected to the control and authority of the Father (1
Corinthians 15:28). Being under the control of Jesus or the Father in no way
diminishes the spiritual stature of the person being subjected, but rather
acknowledges a perfect joining of wills. Although we do not yet see all things
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placed in subjection to Christ, yet the Scripture proclaims that, in fact, all
things have been placed in subjection to Christ (Hebrews 2:8). Furthermore,
Christ Himself has the inherent, divine power as God to subject all things to
Himself (Philippians 3:21). Therefore, one effect of The Spiritual Gift of
Leading means that the local assembly lives under the control of Jesus.

13.9.3 Obedience to Your Confession of the Gospel of Christ. The
term "control" also includes obedience to your confession of Christ. When
exercised properly, The Spiritual Gift of Leading will result in believers acting
in obedience to their confession of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 9:13, Paul
discusses the deacony of hard work to earn a living to supply the needs of the
saints and make donations to other believers. As the Corinthians worked for
a living, they glorified God by their obedience (votayf) to the confession of
Christ. The Spiritual Gift of Leading produces obedience in working and
giving money for the support of the saints. In a more general sense, The
Spiritual Gift of Leading helps believers live obediently to their confession of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. If you claim to be born again by confessing Christ
as Lord because of your faith in Him, then The Spiritual Gift of Leading will
help you live accordingly. For example, The Spiritual Gift of Leading will help
believers understand and apply the duty in Christ to work hard and use the
proceeds of hard work to bless other believers in need of support. Therefore,
one spiritual effect of control means that the local assembly lives in
obedience to their confession of Christ.

13.9.4 Not Yielding to Hypocrisy and False Teachers. In the Book of
Galatians, Paul described hypocrisy. He confronted the apostle Peter for
falling into the hypocrisy of acting like a Judaizer (these people taught you
must keep the Law to go to heaven). When the Judaizers came to visit in
Antioch, then Peter acted just like they did. Paul proclaimed that "we did not
yield in subjection (vmtotayij) to them for even an hour, so that the truth of
the gospel would remain with you" (Galatians 2:5). Therefore, another
spiritual effect of spiritual control means that the local assembly does not
yield in subjection to hypocrisy and false doctrine.

13.9.5 Accepting Discipline Well. Receiving discipline does not always
seem joyful, but discipline trains us in Godliness and results in the peaceful
fruit of righteousness. For discipline to yield good results in our lives, we
must be subject (bmtotaynooueBa) to the Father of spirits, and live (Hebrews
12:9). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual control means that the
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local assembly lives in subjection to the discipline of the Lord and bears the
peaceful fruit of righteousness.

13.4.9.6 Submit to God and Resist the Devil. James teaches us that
we must submit (votaynte) to God, and resist the devil. Another effect of
The Spiritual Gift of Leading will be to help people to submit to God and,
while submitting to God, to resist the devil. Therefore, another spiritual
effect of spiritual control means the local assembly submits to God and
resists the devil.

13.4.9.7 Submit to Every Human Institution. Peter commands us:
"Submit (‘Ymotaynte) yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human

institution (1 Peter 2:13; compare Titus 3:1). Notice that we submit for the
sake of the Lord Jesus. Jesus paid taxes (Matthew 17:24-27), and recognized
that even Pilate had no authority over Him except that authority given by
God to Pilate (John 19:11). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual
control causes the local assembly to submit to every human institution,
within the will of God.

13.4.9.8 Younger Men Be Subject to Elders. Peter also directs young
men to be subject to elders (1 Peter 5:5). Younger men would do well to let
older, Godly men lead the assembly. All leaders in the local assembly must
possess The Spiritual Gift of Leading. Within the group of men possessing
The Spiritual Gift of Leading, the younger men should follow the general
pattern of younger men submitting to the older men. Therefore, another
spiritual effect of spiritual control causes younger men in the assembly to
submit to the older men.

13.5 The Spiritual Effect of Being Careful To Engage in Good
Deeds. Paul commanded Titus to be careful to speak confidently, so that
believers will be careful to engage in (nipoiotacObam) good deeds (Titus 3:8).
This spiritual effect of being careful to engage in good deeds flows from The
Spiritual Gift of Leading. As believers exercise their Spiritual Gift of Leading,
people hear them speak confidently about the doctrine in the New
Testament, and the believers become careful to engage in good deeds. Not
only must the saints spiritually gifted with leading be careful to engage in
good deeds personally, but they must also lead others to engage in good
works. By implication, the entire assembly may unify its efforts to produce
good works, and unite individual efforts. Often, the leaders identify the
pressing needs of the saints that require others to do good deeds to meet
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those needs (Titus 3:14). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual
control causes the local assembly to engage in good deeds. So, we learn that
The Spiritual Gift of Leading produces the spiritual effects of control within
the local assembly and the local assembly being careful to engage in a variety
of good deeds, all to the glory of God. The Spiritual Gift of Leading must be
exercised evenly, consistently, and with diligence.

13.6 Diligence and the Spiritual Gift of Leading. We have reviewed
some of the New Testament material concerning the general concept of
leading in the New Testament. From that general understanding of leading,
we can see that in Romans 12:8, it must be done with diligence. Therefore,
we will now begin a review of the New Testament concept of diligence, with
a special view of how diligence would apply to the use of The Spiritual Gift of
Leading.

13.6.1 Word Study of Diligence. We can study the word "diligence"
("omovdii") in the New Testament to gain further insight into the proper
exercise of The Spiritual Gift of Leading. The study of the term "diligence"
reveals several related categories of meaning for this word, and many of them
tell us how to use The Spiritual Gift of Leading.

13.6.1.1 Diligence and Eagerness. In Romans 12:8, Paul used the word
for "diligence" ("omov6ii") to describe how The Spiritual Gift of Leading must
be exercised. Sometimes that same word for "diligence" is translated "with
eagerness." We may gain further insight into the use of The Spiritual Gift of
Leading by reviewing some of the uses of the root term diligence.

13.6.1.2 Onesiphorus. Onesiphorus stands out as a great example of
eagerness. During Paul's imprisonment in Rome, Onesiphorus diligently
(omovdaiwg) searched for Paul, to refresh him, even though others may have
stayed away because they were ashamed of his chains (2 Timothy 1:16-17).
Men with The Spiritual Gift of Leading display this same quality. This
diligence identifies every man displaying The Spiritual Gift of Leading. You
may identify The Spiritual Gift of Leading by observing men in the local
assembly who search out the believers in the flock who need deacony in any
form, such as refreshment, encouragement, and the list goes on. The
Spiritual Gift of Leading prompts the believer to eagerly search out ways to
meet the needs of saints and they are not ashamed to go where others are too
ashamed or too scared or too important to go.

72



Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

13.6.2 Diligent Effort. In some New Testament passages, the root word
translated "diligence" found in Romans 12:8 has been translated as "make
every effort."

13.6.2.1 Come Quickly. For example, in 2 Timothy 4:21, Paul urged
Timothy to be diligent ("XmovSacov") to come before winter to visit him.
Previously, in 2 Timothy 4:9, Paul urged Timothy to be diligent (ZmotSacov)
to come quickly to him. This diligence that means "make diligent effort"
should also characterize the use of The Spiritual Gift of Leading.

13.6.2.2 Encourage Others. People with The Spiritual Gift of Leading
must be known as people who "diligent effort" to encourage others. Likewise,
in Titus 3:12, Paul urged Titus to make diligent effort to come to him in
Nicopolis.

13.6.2.3 Writing Others. Jude said he "was making diligent effort"
("omovdnv") to write concerning their common salvation (Jude 3) .

13.6.2.4 Summary of Making Every Effort. The same "make diligent
effort" attitude describes one aspect of diligence that must be an important
part of how saints gifted with The Spiritual Gift of Leading undertake their
leading. They should put all of their efforts into leading, and not be absent
or part-time leaders. Of course, leaders can have a variety of full-time jobs,
but when it comes to exercising their Spiritual Gift of Leading, they should
remember to make diligent effort.

13.7 Diligence and Helping Others. Another aspect of diligence
includes being careful to help others. Leaders need to help others with
diligence. For example, Paul instructed Titus to be diligent (omovdaing) to
help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way so that they would lack
nothing (Titus 3:13). This "lack nothing" ("und¢v Aeinmn") attitude must guide
leaders to be diligent to help other workers lack nothing as they equip them
for deacony.

13.8 Diligence and Self-Examination. Another meaning of "diligence"
includes diligent (ommovSacate) self-examination to be certain about the
calling of Christ and His choosing of believers (2 Peter 1:10). Saints with The
Spiritual Gift of Leading should be certain to encourage other saints to
examine themselves diligently to be sure they are pursuing personal spiritual
development in the areas of faith, moral excellence, knowledge, self-control,
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perseverance, Godliness, brotherly kindness, and love (2 Peter 1:5-8). In 2
Peter 1:5, Peter directed the saints to apply all diligence (otovdnv) to perfect
their lives through adding Godly qualities within themselves by the power of
God. With those spiritual qualities, saints will be useful for the service of God.
This quality of diligent self-examination, in conjunction with a spiritual
desire to mature in the qualities Christ produces in us, means that every
person desiring to lead must encourage everyone to perform regular spiritual
self-examination, starting with the leader himself.

13.9 Diligence and Spiritual Development. Another use, related
directly to the passage in 2 Peter 1:5-8, of this word "diligence" concerns the
duty of leaders to be totally diligent (omovSacarte) to present saints to Christ
in peace, spotless and blameless (2 Peter 3:14). The spiritual welfare of the
flock requires constant diligence to preserve peace within the assembly, and
to promote a spotless and blameless testimony in every saint.

13.10 Diligence and Handling the Word of God. So often I meet
people who have been saved from the penalty of their sins for many years,
and yet cannot locate in their Bibles any two verses that describe salvation. I
am not talking about arcane spiritual matters in obscure passages, but
rather, basic truths about essential matters of the faith. Ignorance of God's
Word stains the lives of so many believers. Furthermore, many saints have
no intention of reading the Bible, and becoming acquainted with the
principles of reading and interpreting the Bible. In 2 Timothy 2:15, Paul
commanded each saint to be continuously diligent (omov6aoov) to present
themselves approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed,
accurately handling the word of truth. The Spiritual Gift of Leading must
address this need in every Christian to learn how to handle and interpret the
Word of God, and it is not just the duty of the leading believers to interpret
the Bible and handle it accurately. Every saint must know how to read,
interpret and apply Scripture daily. Leaders use diligence in leading the
saints in this area. The spiritual effect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading means
that saints handle the Word of God properly, as a workman that does not
need to be ashamed.

13.11 Diligence and Reminding. In 2 Peter 1:15, Peter declared that he
would be diligent (ommovSaow) that after his departure, his audience would
be able to call his teaching to their minds. Leaders exercising The Spiritual
Gift of Leading should always have this desire to remind believers, and be
diligent about reminding believers, to abide in the doctrine of Jesus Christ
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and His teaching, as recorded in the Old and New Testaments. The spiritual
effect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading means that saints remember the
teachings of Christ.

13.13 Diligence and Entering the Rest of God. In Hebrews 4:11, God
commanded saints that we must be diligent (ommovSdowpev) to enter His rest.
In exercising The Spiritual Gift of Leading, everyone who has received the
Word of God with saving faith must be diligent to enter the rest of God. The
leader works with saints to keep them from falling, and being sure that each
saint remains strong in the faith. The spiritual effect of The Spiritual Gift of
Leading produces diligence in entering the rest of God.

13.14 Diligence and Godly Sorrow. Another example of the use of the
term for "diligence" occurs in 2 Corinthians 7:11. There we see that Godly
sorrow produced great diligence (ortouvdnv) in the Corinthians as they dealt
with the sinful brother described in 1 Corinthians 5:1-5. Their great diligence
led them to vindication, fear, longing, zeal and avenging of wrong. Leaders
operating under the influence of The Spiritual Gift of Leading will help all
the saints develop a sense of great diligence as the result of Godly sorrow over
sin. This great diligence will itself result in the saints taking appropriate
action to restore the sinner, and restore the local assembly. The spiritual
effect of The Spiritual Gift of Leading produces an diligent sorrow over sin
leading to repentance and Godly living.

13.15 Elders Do Not Rule. At this point, nothing in the New Testament
indicates that Elders rule. In fact, Elders must submit to the Church
Overseers. Everyone in authority in the church should be servant leaders,
following the lead of Christ. Some men will be "Esteemed Ones" in the
church, but not necessarily elders or Church Overseers (remember Judas
Barsabbas and Silas). The term archon (ruler) never applied to the any
position in the church. Therefore, when anyone describes themself as a ruler
of the church, you should ask them to show you any passage in the Scriptures
describing any man except Jesus (the God-Man) as a ruler of the church.
Many terms describe church leadership, but they do not describe church
rulers. Please remember why Jesus commanded His learners never to accept
titles like "rabbi," "father," or "superior," because One is your Superior
(Matthew 23:10).

13.16_Hallmarks of the Spiritual Gift of Leading. So, we may
summarize The Spiritual Gift of Leading. Jesus emphasized that the greatest
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among the saints would be the least of them and servant of all (Mark 9:33-
37). We see then, as servants, saints gifted with The Spiritual Gift of Leading
must exercise leading with diligence, and be an example to the flock. As
saints, we must appreciate their work and honor them.

13.17 Summary of The Spiritual Gift of L.eading.

¢ Leading-gifted believers lead first at home with diligence.

¢ Leading-gifted believers provide spiritual care for everyone.

¢ Leading-gifted believers provide physical care.

¢ Leading-gifted believers search carefully for missing people.

¢ Leading-gifted believers promote voluntary submission and
compulsory control by causing people to keep the commandments of Christ

found in the Bible.

¢ Leading-gifted believers avoid hypocrisy and confront others who
fall into it.

¢ Leading-gifted believers accept discipline well.
¢ Leading-gifted believers submit to God and resist the devil.

¢ Leading-gifted believers pay their taxes and submit to every
institution.

¢ Leading-gifted believers act with eagerness and bring spiritual
refreshment.

¢ Leading-gifted believers come quickly to visit those people in
spiritual need.

¢ Leading-gifted believers write others concerning their common
salvation.
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14
Permanent
Disqualification

from Church Office?

14. 1 Disqualification from Church Office. My views below represent

my current best understandings of complex issues in Scripture. Be sure to
examine everything carefully and hold on to the good (1 Thessalonians 5:21).
This basic study concerns the teaching of God concerning the continuing
state of immorality related to (1) marriage (yauog), (2) divorce
(dmmootaotov), (3) adultery (nowyeia), and (4) homosexuals (dpoevokoitan).
Can a male be permanently disqualified from holding a Church Office? (God
described only males holding Church Offices. Females never held the Church
Office of Overseer or Church Office of Deacon.) How does church leadership
relate to sexual and marital problems? This study will only touch upon a few
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basic issues without full discussion. Paul described the qualifications for
holding the Church Office of Overseer and the Church Office of Deacon.
When those qualifications concerned sexual morality and divorce, was Paul
describing a continuing state or something else? We need an answer from
the Scriptures about permanent disqualification from Church Offices. The
answer to that question guides choices related to church leadership. In this
study below, I will focus only upon males holding Church Offices, because
females were not allowed to teach or exercise authority over males; they were
to remain silent during Breaking of Bread services (1 Timothy 2:9-15; 1
Corinthians 14:34-35). (In passing, the term "marriage" in this study means
a lawful marriage between one male and one female, both of age to consent
to such marriage. The Scriptural principles discussed below apply to lawful
marriages between a biological male and a biological female.) Therefore,
females were never described as holding any Church Office.

13.2 Church Leadership. Jesus, as God in the flesh, spoke Holy Words,
just as every writer in the Bible wrote Holy Words, breathed out by God. As
we examine the Scriptures regarding permanent disqualification from
church office, the grammar and syntax may help clarify the issues. Jesus used
a present indicative verb to describe the sin of adultery (Matthew 5:32;19:9).
(Jesus in Matthew 5:32 used the term poiydatar--present middle/passive
indicative, third singular and in Matthew 19:9 Jesus used the term powatat-
-present middle indicative. Notice the use of the middle voice (reflexive
action).) Did Jesus mean that the sin of adultery continues after divorce and
into the new marriage? If so, how long does it continue? Jesus set precise
qualifications for holding the Church Office of Overseer (1 Timothy 3:1-7;
Titus 1:5-9) and the Church Office of Deacon (1 Timothy 3:8-13). Some of
those qualifications relate to immorality. This study focuses upon whether a
male may be permanently disqualified from holding a Church Office because
of a continuing state of immorality, divorce, remarriage, or homosexuality.
We all need to understand the Scriptures about the issue: Permanent
Disqualification from Church Office? Do the Scriptures support permanent
disqualification? If so, for what? The Scriptures teach that God forgives sin
and no longer remembers the sinful acts (Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:12),
cleansing us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). The Scriptures would
have to provide clear teaching to overcome the presumption that all sins have
been forgiven. Of course, some sins like alcoholism may be forgiven entirely,
but the bodily effects of those sins remain after forgiveness. The
qualifications for holding a Church Office focus upon spiritual, not bodily,
qualifications.
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14.3 Qualifications for Church Leadership. Paul provided some
overlapping qualifications for holding the Church Office of Overseer and the
Church Office of Deacon. This study focuses upon only two of those
qualifications: (1) one woman man; and (2) leading his own household
well.(In some ways, all qualifications for Church Offices relate directly to
ongoing problems that may have lasting effects. For example, the
qualification of children who believe may have lasting effects upon
qualifications for holding a Church Office. See New Testament Leadership.)

14.4 Must. Paul linked all the qualifications of the Church Overseer to the
simple verb "must" (8¢i) as a present active indicative. God focused more
upon the present qualities of the Church Overseer rather than his past
actions. Some people, however, may argue that reputation matters and
indeed it does. Again, however, the Church Overseer must be above reproach
(dvemiAnumtov), but Paul used a present infinitive to describe the current
reputation. While some grammarians argue against putting much time value
on tense and focus instead upon the action described by the verb, the focus
in 1 Timothy 3 rests upon present qualities and not historical acts in the
distant past.

14.5 One Woman Man. The Church Overseer must be a "one woman
man." (Paul used the phrase "pag yvvaikog dvSpa.") The term "ag" means
a certain one out of more than one. (See Luke 14:18--beginning from one
(mag) all excused themselves; Luke 17:34--two (600) on one (uag) bed, the
one (6 £i¢) taken; Luke 22:59--one (udg) hour; Acts 24:21 one voice (udg)
among many; Hebrews 12:16--sold birthright for one (udg) meal).) Paul
used this expression "one woman man" in 1 Timothy 3:2; 3:12; Titus 1:6. By
choosing the term one (uag), Paul emphasized that the Church Overseer
must have one woman in his life. Likewise, he must have no sexual
connections to any other person. Although beyond the scope of this study,
some people argue the qualification "above reproach" effectively disqualifies
virtually all divorced males from holding a Church Office because the ex-
spouse and her children may say bad, but true, things about the Church
Office candidate, thus rendering him disqualified because of their
reproaches. This argument misses the point that such attacks may be sinful
in themselves, coming from a heart of non-forgiveness (Matthew 6:15; 18:35;
Ephesians 4:31; Hebrews 12:15). Under that standard, Paul himself would be
permanently disqualified for all the bad things he had done (Philippians 3:6;
Acts 24:5). Likewise, Peter and Barnabas were guilty of public hypocrisy and
would not be above reproach (Galatians 2:11-13). Furthermore, if God does
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not condemn the candidate for Church Office (Romans 8:1), why should the
sinful opinions and the bitter root of some people hold back a candidate for
Church Office who otherwise meets all the qualifications?

14.5.1 Single. Because Paul was single and urged others to be single (1
Corinthians 7:1), he was not excluding single men from being a Church
Overseer. Because Paul himself warned that some false teachers were
forbidding marriage, it seems unlikely that Paul was saying all Church
Officers must be married only once in their lifetime (1 Timothy 4:3). Clearly,
if the wife of a Church Overseer died, then the Church Overseer would be free
to remarry in the Lord (Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:39. See also 1 Timothy
5:14). By emphasizing that a man must be a one woman man, Paul was also
building upon the teaching about the effects of sexual sin with a woman,
resulting in becoming one body with that woman (1 Corinthians 6:16--not
one flesh). (To describe becoming "one body" with a prostitute, Paul wrote
"g&v odud" (1 Corinthians 6:16), which stands in contrast to "oap§ pia”
Matthew used to describe joining in marriage, so that they are no longer two
"6vo" (Matthew 19:6).) Regarding a one woman man, Paul also excluded
sexual contact with any men or women who were not his woman. Therefore,
Paul emphasized a man must be a one woman man and he must not be joined
sexually to other people (male or female). (Regarding the term yvvaikog,
Matthew used the definite article Tf|g yuvaikog in the context of the disciples
saying that it is better not to marry than to be stuck for life with a wife who
commits immorality without any chance of divorce (Matthew 19:10). Luke
used also used the definite article t1jg yvvaikog to describe Herod having the
wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19). Jesus used the definite article tfig
yuvaikog to describe the wife of Lot (Luke 17:32). John described a
Samaritan woman as yvvaikog, but she had five husbands, and the one with
her then was not her husband (John 4:17). John also used the definite article
TA|g Yuvaukog to describe the Samaritan woman who testified to the City of
Sychar (John 4:39). Luke used the definite article tig yvvaikog to describe
the wife of Ananias conspiring with him (Acts 5:2). Luke also described
Timothy's mother as a yvvaikog Jewish believer (Acts 16:1). Paul said it is
good for man not to touch a yvvaikog (1 Corinthians 7:1). Those examples
show the varied uses of the term yvvaikog with and without the definite
article. In 1 Timothy 3:11 Paul used the term yvvaikag (noun--accusative
feminine plural). Paul used the term yvvdikag in 1 Corinthians 7:29;
Ephesians 5:25; 5:28; Colossians 3:19; 1 Timothy 2:9, 3:11), describing both
women and wives.) We may now press on with Scriptures regarding
permanent disqualification from Church Office.
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14.5.2 Julian Laws. The Julian laws on marriage prohibited polygamy and
imposed taxes on unmarried people in the Roman Empire. (Roman law
("Leges Juliae and Lex Papia Poppaea, see Annals of Tacitus, 3:25)
prohibited polygamy and adultery and encouraged children.) Therefore,
because of existing secular law against polygamy, the translation "husband
of one wife" seems disfavored.

14.5.3 Divorce. Some people argue that a divorced man cannot be a Church
Overseer. Jesus described all people who file for divorce as sinful, no
exceptions (Matthew 19:1-12; see Divorce and Remarriage). When people file
for divorce and no sexual immorality has occurred during the marriage, then
the person filing for divorce adds the sin of adultery. Paul, however, did not
use any of the words related to marriage (yauog) or adultery (powyeia) or
immorality (;topvela) or divorce (dmtootaoiov) to describe the qualifications
for Church Office. (See the terms used in Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-9; Mark
10:2-4, 11-12; Luke 16:18 and 1 Corinthians 7:11-12.) Jesus directed His
discussion of marriage, divorce and remarriage to isolated acts of sin, not
necessarily continuing sinful states, such as a continuing condition of
immorality. Paul focused upon present actions and present character.
Certainly, at the moment of salvation, every person becomes a new creation
in Christ, and all the old things have passed away (2 Corinthians 5:17; 1
Corinthians 6:9-11). Therefore, actions and character before salvation should
have no bearing on the qualifications for being a Church Overseer, unless the
male is a recent convert (1 Timothy 5:22-24). Divorce after salvation
becomes an issue where one party filed for divorce, and should be placed
under church discipline until they repent of their sin, but they need not
divorce, because God hates divorce (see Section Three below).

14.5.4 Adultery. Some people seem to think that adultery at any time
disqualifies a male from holding a Church Office. Jesus taught that merely
looking at a woman to lust after her amounts to adultery (Matthew 5:28).
Therefore, anyone claiming that adultery alone disqualifies a male from
holding a Church Office should carefully consider the true number of born-
again males committing adultery according to the Scriptures. Please
remember that none of the sexual words, like adultery, were used in the list
of qualifications for Church Office. Of course, no one supports adultery in
mind or body because Jesus condemned it repeatedly.

14.5.5 Analysis of One Woman Man. Candidates for Church Office must
be a one woman man. In other words, candidates for Church Office must not
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have sexual connections to anyone other than his wife. He must be faithful
to her in all things. Sexual conduct before salvation does not disqualify a
candidate, unless he is a relatively new convert. Likewise, divorce does not
disqualify a candidate, provided that if the candidate filed for divorce after
salvation, he must repent of his sin. One woman man does not require a
candidate to be married, nor does it require a man to be married to a
believer. The sinful reproaches of ex-spouses and their children should not
disqualify a candidate, if the behavior at issue has not occurred recently.
Jesus focused upon present activity, not past sinful acts and habits. Please
keep in mind that the phrase "permanently disqualified from holding a
church office" means in most cases "so long as the sin persists in the heart or
the actions," the disqualification from holding a Church Office remains
permanent.

14.5.6 Summary of One Woman Man.

¢ The Phrase One Woman Man means the male remains faithful to one
woman.

¢ The Phrase One Woman Man means a man has no sexual
connections to any other person.

¢ The Phrase One Woman Man does not exclude single men from
holding a Church Office.

¢ The Phrase One Woman Man does not mean divorced men are
disqualified from holding a Church Office.

¢ Single saints living together and having sex outside of marriage
remain permanently disqualified from holding a Church Office.

14.6 Leading His Own Household. Grammar and syntax matter in the
Scriptures. The difference between "Jesus may return" and "Jesus will
return" makes a big difference. God breathed out individual, holy words,
when writers moved by the Holy Spirit spoke for God and recorded their
revelations from God in the autographs of Scripture. Paul, writing under the
influence of the Holy Spirit, used a present, middle/passive participle, to
describe "leading his own house well" as a qualification for Church Overseer
(1 Timothy 3:4). (The best translation of the term mpoiotauevov (present
middle/passive participle, accusative masculine singular) is "leading",
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literally from the root "stand before" ("mpototnui"). See the discussion of
leading in The Spiritual Gift of Leading.) Elders do not rule, but they do lead
(See Matthew 23:1-12 about forbidden titles), but they should not be called
leaders. The root word for lead in Romans 12:8 provides guidance for
understanding the concept of leading in the New Testament. We can learn
about leading by studying the use of that word in the New Testament. The
deacony of Church Overseer (an office of the church--not a spiritual gift) and
Church Deacon (an office of the church--not a spiritual gift) begins at home
(see the discussion of The Spiritual Gift of Leading above in chapter 13 aboe.

14.6.1 Leading at Home. Church Overseers must lead their own families
to the glory of God. Church Overseers in the New Testament have specialized
duties, such as shepherding the flock from: (a) savage wolves attacking from
without; and (b) evil men within the flock drawing away saints from the flock
(Acts 20:28-30). This deacony of leading in the home rests upon the same
root word as "leads" in Romans 12:8. Furthermore, the Church Overseers
and elders lead (;poiotapévoug) the saints, who should appreciate their
Godly leading (1 Thessalonians 5:12). Indeed, these elders who lead well
(xaA®dg mpoeotdTteg) should receive double honor (1 Timothy 5:17). Leading
includes several different aspects.

14.6.2 Taking Care. The Church Overseer must also be able to lead
(mpooTtiivan) his own household well; if he cannot lead his own household,
then how will he take care (émueAioetar) of the church of God? (1 Timothy
3:5). ( Three examples show what it means to take care. The Roman
centurion Julian had to guard Paul and take Paul to Rome. During the
journey, at Sidon, Julian allowed Paul to go to his friends and receive needed
care (émpueAeiag) (Acts 27:3). The good Samaritan paid the innkeeper and
directed him to take care (é&mpeAOnty) of his neighbor (Luke 10:35). The
widow searched her house carefully (émueA®dg) to find the lost coin (Luke
15:8).) Please take notice here that the ability to lead his own household
directly relates to taking care of the church of God. The deaconies of leading
and taking care have a direct relationship.

14.6.3 Under Control. The Church Overseer must keep his family and
household under God's spiritual control (bmotayfj) (1 Timothy 3:4). Jesus
ascended to heaven after angels, authorities and powers were subjected to
him (1 Peter 3:22). (Peter used an aorist participle "vmotayévtov,"
emphasizing the scope and substance of the total control of the family and
household.) Therefore, we see this special power of God acting forcefully to

83



https://christassembly.org/spiritual-gifts-%e2%94%82-the-gift-of-leading/
https://christassembly.org/the-pastoral-heresy-%e2%94%82-christ-assembly-%e2%94%82-do-you-call-someone-pastor-elder-father-or-bishop/

Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

bring supernatural beings (angels, authorities, and powers) into subjection
to Christ. In the following passages, the candidate for Church Office must
lead his own household and family well, and so spiritual control over his
household and family remains essential because that same quality of
spiritual control will help the entire assembly. Therefore, the following
passage defining spiritual control for the local assembly also applies to a
candidate for Church Office and his household and family.

14.6.4 Voluntary Submission and Compulsory Subordination. The
concept of spiritual control includes both voluntary submission and
compulsory subordination. This term “subjection” has several different
aspects. Today, if you say someone is controlling, you are often criticizing
them. Unbelievers long to live without the control of other people. In
contrast, Jesus loves to control His children and His mature children love
that control by His might (Ephesians 6:10-17). In contrast, Paul also taught
us that the mind set on the flesh is not able to subject itself (vmotdooeTal) to
the law of God (Romans 8:7).

14.6.5 Jesus Subjects Himself. In the future, after all things have been
subjected (vmotayi) to Jesus, then Jesus will be subjected (vrotayroetal) to
the Father who subjected to Him (1® vmotaavtt avtd) all things. We learn
from this verse that a believer does nothing more than Jesus does when He
is subjected to the control and authority of the Father (1 Corinthians 15:28).
Being under the control of Jesus or the Father in no way diminishes the
spiritual stature of the person being subjected, but rather acknowledges a
perfect joining of wills. Although we do not yet see all things placed in
subjection to Christ, yet the Scripture proclaims that, in fact, all things have
been placed in subjection to Christ (Hebrews 2:8).

14.6.7 Power of Jesus. Furthermore, Christ Himself has the inherent,
divine power as God to subject all things to Himself (Philippians 3:21).
Therefore, one effect of spiritual control means the family lives under the
control of Jesus. The term "control" also includes obedience to your
confession of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 9:13, Paul discussed the deacony of
hard work to earn a living to supply the needs of the saints and make
donations to other believers. As the Corinthians worked for a living, they
glorified God by their obedience (Vmtotayf) to their confession of Christ. The
Spiritual Gift of The Leader produces obedience in working and giving
money for the support of the saints. In a more general sense, spiritual control
means believers live obediently to their confession of Jesus Christ. If you
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claim to be born again by confessing Christ as Lord because of your faith in
Him, you must subject yourself to Him.

14.6.8 Not Yielding to Hypocrisy and False Teachers. In the Book of
Galatians, Paul described hypocrisy. He confronted the apostle Peter for
falling into the hypocrisy of acting like a Judaizer (these people taught you
must keep the Law of Moses to go to heaven). When the Judaizers came to
visit in Antioch, then Peter acted just like they did. Paul proclaimed that "we
did not yield in subjection (vmotayf) to them for even an hour, so that the
truth of the gospel would remain with you" (Galatians 2:5). Therefore,
another spiritual effect of spiritual control means that the local assembly
does not yield in subjection to hypocrisy and false doctrine.

14.6.9 Accepting Discipline Well. Receiving discipline does not
always seem joyful, but discipline trains us in Godliness and results in the
peaceful fruit of righteousness. For discipline to yield good results in our
lives, we must be subject (Vmotaynooueda) to the Father of spirits, and live
(Hebrews 12:9). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual control means
that the local assembly lives in subjection to the discipline of the Lord and
bears the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

14.6.10 Submit to God and Resist the Devil. James teaches us that we
must submit (vmotaynte) to God, and resist the devil (James 4:7). Another
effect of spiritual control will be to help people to submit to God and, while
submitting to God, to resist the devil. Therefore, another spiritual effect of
spiritual control means the local assembly submits to God and resists the
devil.

14.6.11 Submit to Every Human Institution. Peter commands us:
"Submit (bmotaynte) yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human

institution" (1 Peter 2:13; compare Titus 3:1). Notice that we submit for the
sake of the Lord Jesus. Jesus paid taxes (Matthew 17:24-27), and recognized
that even Pilate had no authority over Him except that authority given by
God to Pilate (John 19:11). Therefore, another spiritual effect of spiritual
control causes the local assembly to submit to every human
institution, within the will of God.

14.6.12 Younger Men Be Subject to Elders. Peter also directed young
men to be subject to elders (1 Peter 5:5). Younger men would do well to let
older, Godly men lead the assembly. All leaders in the local assembly must
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possess The Spiritual Gift of Leaders. Yet, not all Church Overseers will have
The Spiritual Gift of Leaders. Within the group of men possessing The
Spiritual Gift of Leaders, the younger men should follow the general pattern
of younger men submitting to the older men. Therefore, another spiritual
effect of spiritual control causes younger men in the assembly to submit to
the older men.

14.6.13 Being Careful To Engage in Good Deeds. Paul commanded
Titus to be careful to speak confidently, so that believers will be careful to
lead (mtpototacObm) in good deeds (Titus 3:8). This spiritual effect of being
careful to engage in good deeds flows from the Church Office. As Church
Officers exercise spiritual leadership, people hear them speak confidently
about the doctrine in the New Testament, and the believers become careful
to engage in good deeds. Not only must the saints holding a Church Office be
careful to engage in good deeds personally, but they must also lead others to
engage in good works. By implication, the entire assembly may unify its
efforts to produce good works, and unite individual efforts. Often, the leaders
identify the pressing needs of the saints that require others to do good deeds
to meet those needs (Titus 3:14). Therefore, another spiritual effect of
spiritual control causes the local assembly to engage in good deeds.

14.6.14 Dignity. The Church Overseer must maintain dignity (oepvotntog)
at home and lead with diligence (omtouvd1)). For example, Onesiphorus stands
out as a great example of dilgence. During Paul's imprisonment in Rome,
Onesiphorus diligentyl (omovdaing) searched for Paul, to refresh him (2
Timothy 1:17), even though others may have stayed away because they were
ashamed of his chains. This diligence identifies every man displaying
spiritual leadership.

14.6.15 Murder. As a side note, if the evil acts in the distant past were at
issue in the qualifications for church leadership, then Paul himself would be
condemned as a murderer (compare Proverbs 28:17 for the lack of support
of such murderers) and unfit to be an apostle for Jesus Christ. Consider also
David, who was not fit to build the temple because of his bloody hands, but
could assist Solomon (1 Chronicles 22:8-11). (The Hebrew text of 1
Chronicles 22:8-11 describes David as a man of war (ninno» %), and he shed
bloods (n29% o°n71). Notice the plural of bloods. David not only shed the blood
of his enemies, but he also shed the innocent blood of Uriah the Hittite and
made others join the conspiracy to commit murder (2 Samuel 11:14-18).
Murderers may be permanently disqualified from some service to the Lord
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Jesus, but we must balance both David and Paul in such equations
concerning qualifications for leadership in the local assembly.) Even so,
David was not forced to relinquish his position as king because of his bad
acts. Instead, God sent a sword to stay in the family of David (2 Samuel
12:10).

14.6.16 Analysis of Leading His Own Household. As with a one
woman man, God focused upon present activity about leading at home. If the
candidate's household currently remains out of spiritual control, and he does
not gain control over his own household, then he cannot exercise effective
spiritual control as a Church Officer. The emphasis should be upon members
of his household, not adult children and others who do not live under his
roof. If he has unbelieving children or an unbelieving spouse, then they must
be under spiritual control. In many ways, this qualification may disqualify
more candidates than one woman men. The elements of spiritual control
described above control disqualification. Those qualities in the household
grow over time, and not at once. Every family will have serious conflicts and
problems, with huge sins occurring in the household, but spiritual control
remains paramount. The sin itself is not the main disqualifier for the
candidate. No family will have an absence of sin in the household. The
question remains about whether the candidate deals with the sin and still
maintains spiritual control in the household. Again, what happens in the
household will likely happen on a larger scale in the assembly.

14.6.17 Summary of the Qualifications for Church Leadership.

¢ Candidates for a Church Office must lead their own households well.
¢ Candidates for a Church Office must take care at home.

¢ A divorced male is not necessarily excluded from holding a Church
Office, provided he meets the other qualifications.

¢ A male who sinfully divorced his wife and then remarried is not
necessarily excluded from holding a Church Office, provided he meets the
other qualifications.

¢ God described present qualifications for Church Offices, not
historical details.
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14.7 Immorality and Divorce. Questions frequently arise about
immorality and divorce in the context of permanent disqualification from
Church Office.

14.7.1 Basic Questions about Divorce. Some Pharisees asked Jesus if a
man could lawfully divorce his wife for any reason. Jesus answered that what
God has joined together, no man should separate. (Jesus said these words: "
0 ovv 6 B20¢ ouvvélevEev GvOpwog un xwprlétm.") Then the Pharisees asked
Jesus about divorce under the Law of Moses. Jesus answered that only
people with a hard heart file for divorce (Matthew 19:8). (Jesus said these
words: "Aéyel avtoic éT1t Mwiofig Tpog TV okANnpokapdiav VUGV Enétpeyev
VUV AITOADOAL TG YUVATKAC VUMDV, AT dpXRg 8¢ 00 yéyovev oDTwg.")

14.7.2 Except for Immorality. Jesus also said that if anyone looses his
wife, except for the cause of immorality (porneia), and marries another, he
commits adultery. (Jesus said these words: "Aéyw 8¢ vpiv &t dg Gv dmmoAvon
TV youvaika avtod pn émi mopveia kai yaunion dAAnv powyatal.") Therefore,
everyone who divorces his spouse has a sin problem consisting of a hard
heart. If the hard-hearted man divorces his wife for any reason other than
immorality, then he commits a second sin of adultery when he marries
another woman. Regarding immorality, Jesus taught that a man looking at a
woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart
(Matthew 5:28). Therefore, the sin of repeated adultery characterizes many
marriages.

14.7.3 Continuing Sin. Jesus used a present active indicative verb to
describe that second sin of adultery (Matthew 5:28; see also Matthew 19:9).
(Jesus used the word "powyatal.") We may consider the general case of
divorce and then specific cases of divorce and immorality (porneia).

14.7.3.1 General Case of Divorce. Jesus described the general case of
divorce. In the New Testament, all questions regarding divorce focus upon a
person filing for divorce and the effect of that person's sinful behavior by
filing for divorce. Many people overlook the detailed focus in Scripture upon
the person filing for divorce and confuse the person filing for divorce with
the person being divorced.

14.7.3.2 Specific Case One: Divorce without Immorality. Jesus
described two cases of divorce in Matthew 19:1-9. First, he described a
divorce where no immorality (porneia) occurred in the marriage giving rise
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to divorce. Jesus said that if a man divorced his wife, and she never
committed adultery, then he committed hard-hearted sin plus adultery sin
by divorcing her. In that case, the man filing for divorce committed two sins
(hard heart sin and adultery sin). Jesus also described immorality during the
marriage in Matthew 19:9.

14.7.3.3 Specific Case Two: Divorce with Immorality. Jesus also
described the effect of immorality (porneia) when a man files for divorce.
Jesus used the present tense to describe adultery related to filing for divorce.
By using the present tense in the indicative mood to describe committing
adultery by filing for divorce and marrying another, (Matthew 5:28; 19:9),
was Jesus indicating that the sin of adultery has a continuing nature to it?
Jesus may have meant that so long as the man continues in that adulterous
new marriage, he continues in adultery. The Proverbs provide that the man
who commits adultery will experience lasting consequences after the
physical act has ended, including: (1) being reduced to a loaf of bread; (2)
punishment; (3) self-destruction; (4) wounds; (5) disgrace; (6) reproach
upon him which will not be blotted out; and (7) an angry cuckold husband
who will not be satisfied with many gifts (Proverbs 6:26-35). While those
consequences may continue after the physical act, God has still forgiven the
sin for believers. In the alternative, did Jesus mean that the remarriage after
divorce not based upon spousal immorality was a single act of immorality
and not continuing in nature? We must recall that God hates divorce
(Malachi  2:14-16). (Malachi 2:14  provided: =325 np~5v opoy
XYY 03 DY) 0730 K037 A2 ANTAR DN WK P9I NYR 1T p2 T

.....

=7y 0 192) PRI PR T Rk N R

7320 X9) 0203172 oRIRYWI NIRAY AT R taY.) So, regarding divorce and church
leadership, does a man continue to live in adultery after divorcing his wife
without immorality during the marriage and then remarries another
woman? In other words, if my wife has always been faithful to me and I
divorce her and marry another woman, can I ever be a Church Overseer or a
Church Deacon? Does my sin of adultery continue so that I am permanently
disqualified from holding a Church Office? If I confess my sin of adultery,
can I then hold a Church Office? Must I divorce my present spouse to become
eligible to hold a Church Office? Those questions turn, in part, upon other
Scriptures. So, we can compare Scripture with Scripture to see if a male may
be permanently disqualified from church leadership.
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14.7.4 Analysis of Immorality and Divorce. Jesus focused upon
present activity of the candidate, far more than the past of the candidate. In
dealing with immorality, Jesus explained that people file for divorce because
they always have a hard heart, no exceptions. If they file for divorce, without
immorality in the marriage, then they add the second sin of adultery. If a
candidate has a history of divorce, he must repent of his sin in the divorce
and remarriage, if applicable. Divorce, by itself, does not disqualify a
candidate from a Church Office.

14.7.5 Summary of Immorality and Divorce.

¢ A candidate for Church Office who divorced his wife after his
salvation must repent of his sin of filing for divorce before being considered
for Church Office.

¢ A candidate for Church Office who divorced his wife after his
salvation and without immorality in the marriage and then married another
woman must confess his sin of filing for divorce and his sin of adultery.

¢ Divorce before the salvation of the candidate plays no role in his
eligibility for Church Office, provided he is not a recent convert.

¢ God focused upon present conduct more than historical details when
reviewing qualifications for Church Office.

14.8.1 Basic Questions about Remarriage. Jesus answered the
question about whether a man may divorce his present wife and then marry
another woman (Matthew 5:31-32). (Roman law ("leges juliae and Lex Papia
Poppaea, see Annals of Tacitus, 3:25) prohibited polygamy and adultery and
encouraged children. Jesus apparently took this prohibition against
polygamy act into consideration because He focused upon a man divorcing
one wife so that he could marry another woman. Under Roman law, the man
could not have two wives and so had to divorce his first wife if he wanted to
marry another woman.) Jesus made it plain that immorality did not occur in
the marriage, yet the husband divorced the wife. Jesus declared that the man
commits adultery by divorcing his first wife and then marrying another.
Furthermore, the man also causes the first wife to commit adultery.
Therefore, if the new marriage starts with adultery, should that man divorce
his new wife to stop the adultery? In these Matthew verses, Jesus answered
the question about whether the man should divorce his new wife because of
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the adultery involved in marrying her. So often the answer to our questions
stands in the passage we are studying. Jesus said that no one should divorce.
Therefore, we know that in the first marriage, the man should not have
divorced his wife for any reason.

14.8.2 No Divorce, No Exceptions. Jesus taught no divorce, no
exceptions in Matthew 19. Jesus also addressed the implications of no
divorce and no exceptions. In Matthew 5:31-32, Jesus succinctly provided
further teaching regarding adultery in a marriage and after a marriage. The
key lies in the phrase "you cause her to commit adultery." (Jesus may have
meant the marriage endures because God never wants men to separate what
He joined together. Therefore, both husband and wife commit adultery if
they have sex with anyone not part of the original marriage. I disfavor this
view because of Matthew 19 and 1 Corinthians 7 where Jesus provided much
more information about the dynamics of divorce and remarriage. Man does
not separate the marriage by sex outside marriage, but by filing for divorce.
Therefore, the marriage terminates by legal dissolution of marriage, not sex.
Remember the context, questions and answers in Matthew 19.) When a man
divorces his wife for any reason other than immorality, that man then causes
that innocent spouse to commit adultery. She has done nothing wrong and
still gets divorced because the husband wants to marry another woman.
When the innocent woman later has sex outside of marriage because she
burns, she commits adultery. The man commits adultery at the moment he
has sex with another woman not his first wife. Therefore, even if the first sex
occurs after he marries the new woman, he still commits adultery. Now the
loop has closed regarding the teaching of Jesus. Jesus never taught that
adultery during the marriage may be a grounds for divorce. He taught no
divorce, no exceptions. Divorce always flows from a hard heart, no
exceptions (Matthew 19:8).

14.8.3 Adultery after Divorce. If a man divorces his wife, he always does
so because of a hard, sinful heart. If his wife committed immorality during
the marriage, then he only commits one sin (hard heart) when he divorces
her. If his wife did not commit immorality and he divorces her and marries
another, then he has two sins: (1) the sin of a hard heart; and (2) the sin of
adultery by marrying the new woman. If the man had sex with the new wife
for the first time during their new marriage, then they committed adultery at
that moment. If they had sex before marriage, he committed adultery at that
moment. We can learn from these principles that the same laws for marriage
that Jesus already established apply to the new marriage, just like the old
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marriage (closing the loop). All divorce rests upon a hard heart. Therefore,
any divorce in the new marriage would be based upon a sinful, hard heart.
God intends for them to stay together.

14.8.4 Staying in the Second Marriage. If a man divorces his wife and
marries another, then he commits adultery when he remarries (the new
marriage). All the divorce laws Jesus gave in the New Testament still apply
to the new marriage following a divorce. Furthermore, the new husband
cannot divorce the new wife and claim adultery, because he also has
committed adultery, and so has unclean hands related to that first sexual act
with his new wife. Therefore, they should not get divorced and only the first
sexual act constituted adultery. (Jesus used the term "to commit adultery"
(nowevBijvar--aorist infinitive) to describe the act of adultery for the
innocent spouse).)

14.8.5 Adultery and the Innocent Spouse. If a man divorces his wife
and marries another, that man makes the first wife he sinfully divorced
commit adultery. (Jesus used the term "do" (;to1€i--present active indicative,
third person singular) to describe the ex-wife committing adultery. The
present tense, active voice makes an argument that the adultery continues.
The question becomes, continues in what sense?) Has the innocent spouse
just been condemned to a life without sex for doing nothing wrong? The
better answer to me lies in the application of 1 Corinthians 7:1-9, indicating
that because of immoralities, women should have husbands if they lack the
gift of self-control. If the innocent spouse has sex outside of marriage, she
commits adultery. If she has sex after remarriage, she does not commit
adultery. Because many people burn with passion, they commit immorality.
They may marry to avoid such immorality, as explained in 1 Corinthians 7:8-

0.

14.8.6 Adultery and the Guilty Spouse. Jesus also addressed the man
who marries the woman who divorced herself. (Paul wrote dammoAeAvpevnv--
perfect passive/middle participle, accusative feminine singular--I take it as
middle voice, meaning she divorced herself.) She has the hard heart seeking
divorce. In the alternative, you may interpret the verb as passive voice (she
was divorced), and so whoever marries her commits adultery. I disfavor this
view because she remains the innocent spouse, without sin. Under the
passive voice view, she will face all the pressures of burning described in 1
Corinthians 7, and cannot avail herself of marriage without sinning. (I
recognize the strength of both passive and middle voice explanations,
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especially with change from 6 dmoAVwv (article + perfect active participle,
nominative masculine singular) contrasted with damoAeAvuévnv (present
middle/passive participle, accusative feminine singular (many arguments
about that contrast abound). In the last phrase, regarding the man marrying
that woman, Jesus used the word commits adultery (powydtai--present
middle passive indicative).) Furthermore, Jesus opposed a saint filing for
divorce against a nonbelieving spouse, using the same commands from
Matthew 19 (see also 1 Corinthians 7:12-16).

14.8.7 Immorality and Marriage. As always, God hates divorce (Malachi
2:16). People in a marriage, no matter how badly it started, may confess their
sins and enjoy God's blessings, provided they were saved at some point. God
does not want anyone to divorce because of infidelity, unbelief, or any other
reason during a marriage. Therefore, the second marriage may include
adultery, but God forgives that sin just like He forgives adultery and
immorality in the first marriage.

14.8.7.1 Immorality Outside of Marriage. Generally, immorality
continues outside of marriage, but Paul urged the unmarried to marry to
avoid burning. In other words, generally marriage terminates immorality by
providing a holy sex because God has joined together a male and female in
marriage. Consider 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and 6:12-20, which together provide
the foundation for 1 Corinthians 7.

14.8.7.2 Salvation and Categories of Sinners. Before salvation, people
were described as immorals (mopvotl), adulterers (poiyoi), and effeminate
(uaAakoi) and homosexuals (dpoevokoitan), all simple, plural nouns. Some
of those people may have been married. Those terms described their lives
before they were washed and sanctified by saving faith in Jesus Christ. In
fact, people before salvation may have fallen into more than one category and
some of those categories overlap. Their sinful acts make them fall into
categories of sexual sin that characterize their spiritual lives. Yet, Christ
removes those categories from their lives and they join the new category of
saints and that category removes all other categories (but not necessarily the
sinful practices). Therefore, while unsaved people may be categorized by the
sins they commit, they no longer may be categorized that way after salvation.

14.8.7.3 Sanctified and Justified. At the moment of salvation, all sinners
were washed and sanctified and justified (1 Corinthians 6:11). (God said
"such were some of you" (kai tadtd Tiveg nre--imperfect active indicative
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meaning continuing activity; contrasted with the washed (dmeAovoaoOe--
aorist middle indicative) signaling a new state of being and sanctified
(MyraoOnte--aorist passive indicative--notice the switch to passive voice here
signaling God's activity) and justified (£86ikawwOnte--aorist passive
indicative--again signaling God's activity), so that the old categories do not
apply because you became a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians
5:17).) Therefore, the right to marry in 1 Corinthians 7 closes the loop once
again and the adultery does not continue once confessed or never applied in
the first place for the innocent spouse. Immorality continues until marriage,
but marriage may solve all immorality. The next question addresses the issue
of whether God ever commanded divorce. We can start with looking at incest
at Corinth.

14.8.8 Analysis of Divorce and Remarriage. Remarriage after divorce
does not disqualify a candidate from holding a Church Office. If a candidate
divorced and remarried before salvation, no further inquiry is required and
no disqualification occurs. If the divorce and remarriage occurred after
salvation, then the candidate must repent of all sins related to the divorce
and remarriage. He should not have to divorce his current wife, no matter if
the marriage started with adultery. During the Church Age, Jesus never
commanded any Dbeliever to divorce anyone (believer or
unbeliever). Adultery never provided grounds for divorce. Everyone filing
for divorce has a hard, sinful heart, no exceptions. Everyone filing for divorce
sins against God, no exceptions.

14.8.9 Summary of Divorce and Remarriage.

¢ Divorce and remarriage, by themselves, do not disqualify a male
from holding a Church Office.

¢ Jesus taught no divorce, no exceptions.
¢ Jesus taught that filing for divorce arises from a sinful, hard heart.

¢ Repentance for sexual sins, such as filing for divorce and remarrying
another person, must precede holding a Church Office.

14.9.1 His Father's Wife.In 1 Corinthians 5:1, Paul rebuked the
Corinthians because a type of "immorality" ("mopveia") existed in the
Corinthians' assembly, of such a type as not even named among the Gentiles,
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and they did not mourn or take action to stop it. Paul referred to a man in
the Corinthian church who had his father's wife. (Therefore, 1 Corinthians
5:1 shows that: (a) "mopveia" occurs in different forms ("toiavtn"); and (b)
the man had (£xewv) the wife of his father. When Paul used the term "had" in
the phrase "had his father's wife," does that mean they were married? We
may start to answer that question by examining the Old Testament Law of
Incest. One starting point is Deuteronomy 22:30, which provides: "A man
shall not take (np) his father’s wife so that he will not uncover his father’s
skirt." Therefore, in the Old Testament, what does the term "take" mean
when applied to wives and others?

14.9.2 Old Testament Law of Incest. The Old Testament Law
undergirds much of the moral teachings among Jews at the time of Jesus.
When the church began at Pentecost following the ascension of Jesus, how
much did things change regarding the teachings of the church about
morality? Paul did not cite the Old Testament Law of Incest, but he did
complain that even pagans did not do what a Corinthian did without
objection by the church at Corinth. Therefore, we can look at the incest at
Corinth, but first it may be helpful to understand the Old Testament
teachings and vocabulary about incest. If a man takes his brother's wife, it
was abhorrent. He has uncovered his brother's nakedness; they will bear
their sin. They will die childless (Leviticus 20:21). Although not explicit, it
appears they both live and remain childless, apparently indicating that the
marriage continued (compare John the Baptist confronting Herod for taking
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip and marrying her. The daughter of
Herodias was Salome). The same commands applied to an uncle's wife.
Therefore, the Law of Incest in the Old Testament does not settle the
question of mandatory divorce for incestuous marriages.

14.9.2.1 Uncovering. As a preliminary matter, in Deuteronomy 22:30, the
phrase "uncovering his father's skirt" refers to sexual activity, not necessarily
marriage (see Deuteronomy 20:7). Therefore, Deuteronomy 22:30 does not
settle the issue about whether 1 Corinthians 5:1 concerns marriage or only
immorality. Further study of the Hebrew term "take" (np?) may help.

14.9.2.2 Female Slave. In Exodus 21:10, the term "take" (np?) described a
man who has a female slave and then he takes (7p’) another woman (Exodus
21:10). Because the female slave may leave, it does not appear that the female
slave was married. Likewise, taking another woman implies that both the
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second woman and the female slave were taken sexually, but not necessarily
married.

14.9.2.3 Sister. Likewise, if a man takes (np>) his sister, his father's
daughter or his mother's daughter, so that he sees her nakedness and she
sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace and both of them shall be cut off from the
sight of their people (Leviticus 20:17).

14.9.2.4 Wife. In Deuteronomy 22:13, a man takes his wife (np°) and then
goes in to her (;°7% x821). The "takes" there described marriage and the "go in"
described intercourse. Therefore, the term take (1p°) does not always imply
marriage, but always implies sexual activity when used in a sexual context.

14.9.2.5 Homosexuality. In the context of forbidden sexual activity, if a
male lies (22v°) with a male, then both of them must be put to death
(Leviticus 20:13). In arelated passage, Leviticus 21 deals with various forms
of unlawful sexual activity, including adultery (Leviticus 20:10, incest
(Leviticus 20:11-12), homosexuality (Leviticus 20:13), and bestiality
(Leviticus 20:15-16). In that passage, God switched from "a man takes (rp?)
his sister" (Leviticus 20:17) to a male who lies (22v") with a male slave. In that
context, if a man takes his brother's wife, it is abhorrent; he has uncovered
his brother's nakedness. They will be childless (Leviticus 20:21). If a man lies
with male as those who lie with a woman, they both shall be put to death
(Leviticus 20:13). As a side note, priests must only marry a virgin, and not a
widow, or a divorced woman, or a harlot (Leviticus 21:14).) With that
background in place, the focus can now shift back to incest at Corinth.

14.9.2.6 Penalty. The penalty for sexual abominations was to cut off the
offender. God gave commands regarding incest involving the: father's wife
(Leviticus 18:8); daughter-in-law (Leviticus 18:15), brother's wife (Leviticus
18:16), woman and her daughter (Leviticus 18:17); all were to be dealt with
by cutting the offender off from Israel (Leviticus 18:29). (The Hebrew phrase
"and cut off" (3p721--niphal perfect, third plural) describes the action of
removing the abomination from Israel by removing the people committing
the abomination so that it does infect others.) God said that the nations did
such things and the land spewed them out (Leviticus 18:25). Compare 1
Corinthians 5:1 where the incest there was not known among the nations.
The question becomes does the phrase "cut off" mean to kill them or merely
put them outside the camp and outside the people of Israel without killing
them? When a man lies with his father's wife, the explicit command was to
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put them to death, because their bloodguiltiness was upon them (Leviticus
20:11). Therefore, because they were to be killed, the Law of Moses on that
point never reached the question of mandatory divorce for incestuous
marriage concerning a man taking his father's wife. They would both be
killed and that punishment would end the matter. (Consider Absalom letting
everyone know he was having sex with his father's concubines (2 Samuel
16:22). ) In the Church Age, no person was to be put to death for sexual sins.
So, the question remains about whether an incestuous marriage in the
Church requires divorce. We may find some help in the Old Testament Law.
If a man uncovers the nakedness of his father's wife (Leviticus 18:8), then
anyone practicing such abomination shall be cut off from the people
(Leviticus 18:29). (The phrase "uncovers the nakedness" ("my ni%% 12770")
does not always mean sexual activity, because Noah was in his tent with his
nakedness uncovered. His son Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness
of his father and told his brothers. The other brothers, Shem and Japheth,
covered Noah without seeing his nakedness. Noah awoke and cursed Canaan
and blessed Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:20-28).) The phrase "uncover the
nakedness" was used frequently in Leviticus 18, describing relationships
where nakedness should not be uncovered. Sexual activity may be in view,
but the phrase perhaps means only the shame of nakedness may be in view
(Genesis 3:6-7). In Deuteronomy 22:30 God forbade "taking" his father's
wife, so that he will not expose his father's skirt. See also Jerusalem once
honored was now despised because her lovers and others have seen her
nakedness (Lamentations 1:8). God spread His skirt over Israel to cover her
nakedness (Ezekiel 16:8). Yet, the prophets also spoke about the lewdness
and harlotries and nakedness uncovered through harlotries (Ezekiel 16:36).
God promised to gather all the lovers of Jerusalem to expose all her
nakedness and then face God judging her as a harlot (Ezekiel 16:37-38).
Because many of the uses of the phrase regarding exposing nakedness seem
associated with sexual activity, it cannot be ruled out. Therefore, even
uncovering the nakedness of the father's wife with sexual activity brought the
death penalty, but without sexual activity, merely being cut off from Israel
may be a sufficient penalty. So, the penalty of death would have applied to
incestuous sexual relations outside of marriage, but sex inside an incestuous
marriage may bring the childless penalty.

14.9.2.6.1 Incest and Marriage at Corinth. The term "immorality"
("mopvelg") includes incestuous activity, but 1 Corinthians 5:1 does not
necessarily describe a marriage. The sin of Deuteronomy 22:30 relates to the
son uncovering the nakedness of his father, by taking his father's wife
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sexually. In 1 Corinthians 5:1, the text does not explicitly say that the man
had married his father's wife, but "had' her. (Paul used the phrase &ote
yuvaika tiva tod matpog €xewv. The infinitive here means he had her
sexually.) Some type of sexual relationship existed between the man and his
father's wife. Whether they were married turns upon the use of the term "to
have" ("&xewv").

14.9.2.6.2 John the Baptist. The same term "to have" (£yewv) occurs in
Matthew 14:4, where John the Baptist had been saying that Herod had the
wife of his brother Philip. John the Baptist used the phrase "it is not lawful
for you to have her" and Herod had married Philip's wife (Mark 6:17). (John
the Baptist used these words: "ovk £€eotiv ool £xetv avtiyv." See the similar
construction in Mark 6:18.

14.9.2.6.3 The Samaritan Woman at the Well. Compare also the
discussion Jesus had with the Samaritan Woman at Jacob's well near Sychar.
Jesus used the term "I have" (8yw) as it related to the woman having a
husband. Jesus said she had multiple husbands and right now she was
having a man who was not her husband (John 4:16-18).)

14.9.2.6.4 Marriage and Lust. Paul used a similar imperative regarding
marriage: each man let have (éyétw) his own wife and each wife let have
(éx€tw) her own husband (1 Corinthians 7:2). Therefore, Paul ordered people
to have their own spouses because of immoralities.

14.9.3 Analysis of Incest at Corinth. Marriage may be in view in 1
Corinthians 5:1 because: (1) Paul was familiar with the Old Testament Law
on incestuous marriage prohibiting a man from marrying his father's wife or
his brother's wife (Leviticus 18:7; 20:21); (2) the term "to have" ("&yewv")
described Herod having the wife of his brother Philip and Herod had married
her (Mark 6:17-18); (3) the use of "let have" ("éyétw") described a man having
a wife or a woman having a husband (1 Corinthians 7:2). Whether God
directed the man "having" his wife in an incestuous marriage to divorce her
remains unclear because Paul later mentioned the congregation had rebuked
him, but Paul did not detail that rebuke, but did urge the congregation to
comfort that man so that his sorrow would not be too great (2 Corinthians
2:5-7). (Interestingly, Paul later wrote about the rebuke given to the man
having his father's wife (2 Corinthians 2:6). Paul used the singular phrase "to
such a one" ("t® TtoloUTE"--demonstrative pronoun, dative masculine
singular) the rebuke (émmuia--noun, nominative feminine singular).)
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Clearly the sin was forgiven (2 Corinthians 2:10). In light of the general
prohibition against divorce in Matthew 19 and 1 Corinthians 7, the man may
not have divorced his wife, but repented of the evil. Please consider the
people returning to Jerusalem from the exile and divorcing their wives and
leaving their children from those foreign wives. (Please keep in mind the
limited case here of an adult male taking the adult wife of his father. We are
not dealing with underage marriages in this passage of 1 Corinthians 5:1 and
following.)

14.9.4 Summary of Incest at Corinth.

¢ Incest at Corinth required action by the church to stop it.
¢ Incest at Corinth started with a man having his father's wife.

¢ God condemned many forms of incest, and applied the death penalty
to incestual acts in the Old Testament.

¢ God commanded the church at Corinth to mourn over incest, but
then to forgive and comfort the sinner once the incest has been resolved by
repentance.

¢ The church at Corinth rebuked the man having his father's wife, and
then forgave the man and Paul praised the church for its obedience.

¢ Once a man has repented of his immorality in having his father's
wife, then he will no longer be permanently disqualified for holding a Church
Office. Depending upon the total circumstances (such as age and consent),
the man does not always have to divorce his father's wife.

14.10.1 The Guilt of the Exiles. In the days of Ezra, the exiles returned
from their Babylonian captivity. When they had returned to the land of
Israel, the people confessed their guilt before God. They said that no one
could stand before God because of their guilt, including guilt over marrying
foreign wives (Ezra 9:15). The exiles assembled and declared their
unfaithfulness to God by marrying foreign women from the peoples of the
land (Ezra 10:2). (People disagree about the dates of return to Israel from
exile, but Sheshbazzar brought up many articles removed from Jerusalem
after the decree of Cyrus to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem and exiles
returned to Israel and lived in the land (Ezra 1:11). While some people may
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claim a period of about eight months from the first return to Jerusalem and
the new covenant requiring divorce, the evidence does not seem air tight for
limiting the time for the exiles to remarry to just eight months. Even so, the
short time period does not materially alter the impact of divorce upon both
wives and children.)

14.10.2 Repentance of the Exiles. The exiles repented of their sin (Ezra
10:1-4). Having repented of their sin, they made a new covenant with God to
put away all their foreign wives and children of those marriages, according
to the Law (Ezra 10:3). (The Hebrew text refers to divorce here as a putting
away (x°¥i?) all wives and the ones born from them (o 7213m)). They did this
upon the advice of Adoni (°j7%) and those who tremble (o°7707)) at the
commandment of our God.) Under the new covenant established that day,
they would put them away according to the Law. That provision that they be
put away according the Law triggered certain rights in the wives. Basically,
Moses permitted divorce for people with hard hearts. Jesus said that God
never commanded divorce, but permitted divorce because of hard hearts.
(See Matthew 19:7-8.) God always and uniformly hated divorce, no
exceptions. Sinful people brought divorce into the world, and God provided
regulations for sinful divorce in Deuteronomy 24. In order to understand the
problem of divorce facing the exiles, the Old Testament Law of divorce in
Deuteronomy 24 must be kept in mind.

14.10.3 The Old Testament Law of Divorce. Moses regulated divorce
because God wanted to protect wives from the sinful actions of their
husbands filing for divorce because of their hard hearts. Moses reviewed the
case of a man taking a wife, and marrying her, and she finds no grace (Moses
used the word 17 conveying the idea of grace; see Jeremiah 31:2; Zechariah
4:7; 12:10; some prefer the translation favor, but grace serves the context
better because he has a hard heart which repudiates grace.) in his eyes,
because he has found some uncleanness in her. He then proceeds to divorce
her and must follow the regulations concerning his hard-hearted divorce
(Deuteronomy 24:2-4). Moses provided a short procedure for divorcing a
wife and providing her legal protection.

14.10.3.1 Legal Protection for Divorced Women. Moses provided
legal protection for the women divorced by their husbands. Those legal
protections included: (1) a written letter of divorce; (The Hebrew text
provides that a husband must write (203)--and writes-- (Qal perfect with
waw) her a letter (n9p--see also Genesis 5:1 and Deuteronomy 17:18).) and
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(2) the husband puts the letter in her hand; and (3) sends her out of the
house; (Compare Hagar taking Ishmael and fleeing from the face of Sarai
(Genesis 16:6).) and (4) the first husband cannot remarry the woman if she
remarries and then the second husband divorces her or the second husband
dies (Deuteronomy 24:1-4). (Notice that the second husband can divorce the
wife because he turns against her (Axi3--Qal perfect with waw consecutive).
This term "turns against her" has a specific meaning in Deuteronomy 24:13
where a man takes a wife, but does not find her a virgin. The parents of the
woman charged with not being a virgin may produce a garment of proof
showing her virginity before the elders. Then that man who wrongly defamed
the virgin shall pay a hundred of silver to the girl's father for publicly
defaming a virgin of Israel. That man shall never be allowed to divorce that
woman he defamed (Deuteronomy 22:13-19).) God intended for divorce to
be permanent and so discouraged divorce and remarriage at a whim. The
first husband cannot take the wife back because she has been defiled. (The
Hebrew term for defiled (nx%w3) indicates a permanent condition here.) The
first husband taking that wife back would constitute an abomination before
Yahweh and bring sin on the land which Yahweh your God is giving to you as
an inheritance. (The Hebrew term for abomination (73yin) conveys the idea
of permanent evil.)

14.10.3.2 The Case of Uncleanness. The basis for such divorce rests
upon the husband finding some uncleanness in her and so she finds no grace
in his eyes (Deuteronomy 24:1). (The Hebrew term for “uncleanness” (“n17y")
literally means a repulsive thing, referring normally to nakedness (consider
the story of Ham looking upon the nakedness of his father in Genesis 9:22;
see also Leviticus 18:1-17 and Leviticus 20:11-21 for the general prohibitions
about uncovering the nakedness of certain individuals, speaking of indecent
sexual activity). We may glean from the other uses of the term that the
“uncleanness” includes improper sexual relations outside the marriage.)
Rather than forgiving such "uncleanness" and extending grace to her, the
sinful, hard-hearted husband divorced the wife. According to Jesus, all
divorce starts with a sinful, hard heart, no exceptions. (See Matthew 19:7-8.
God never commanded divorce. In fact, God commanded people not to
separate what He joined together (Matthew 19:6).) So, when people talk
about God allowing divorce, God only permitted divorce to offer some legal
protection to wives from sinful husbands who refused to heed His command
not to divorce. (In Matthew 19:8, Jesus used the term "permitted"
("émetpewpev"--aorist active indicative, third person singular--Jesus
corrected the Pharisees who thought that Moses commanded (éveteidato) to
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give a letter of divorce (PipAiov dmootaciov; compare the hp»mo 19p of
Deuteronomy 24:1).) From the beginning, God never intended anyone to
divorce (Matthew 19:8). (Moses described the case of a man divorcing his
wife with a conditional clause (—3--see Deuteronomy 24:5, 7, 10, etc. for this
form of legal review by case), but the passage provides binding regulations
for divorce.)

14.10.4 The Specific Choice of Israel. God chose Israel and gave the
people of Israel specific commands not to intermarry with the people of the
land. God specifically commanded the people of Israel not to take foreign
wives (Exodus 34:15-16). All divorce in the Bible was always founded upon
sin of one type or another. Those marriages to foreign women were sinful
from the beginning. God commanded them not to take wives from the
inhabitants of the land for the sons of Israel, because the sons of Israel would
then play the harlot with their foreign gods (Exodus 34:15-16). In fact, God
prohibited the people of Israel from taking wives from the Hittites,
Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites--seven
nations stronger than Israel. Yahweh Your Elohim gave specific reasons for
not taking wives from those peoples. He said that they will turn your sons
away from following Yahweh to serve other gods; then the nose anger of
Yahweh will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you
(Deuteronomy 7:1-4). Yahweh specifically said that He had chosen Israel for
His own possession out of all the people on the face of the earth; they were a
holy people to Yahweh (Deuteronomy 7:6).

14.10.5 Analysis of Divorcing Foreign Wives. God chose Israel for His
special possession. They were to live holy to Yahweh Your Elohim. Yahweh
specifically enjoined them from giving their sons to the people of the land. If
they did so, then God's nose anger would be kindled against them (see The
Angers of God) and Yahweh would quickly destroy them. Therefore, the
exiles were bound by the Law of Moses and the covenant with God to divorce
those women, but they must do so according the regulations Moses provided.
The women would receive a letter of divorce, delivered into their hands, sent
out of the house, and the husband could not remarry them. This special
circumstance rested upon the unique position Israel held in God's program.
After Jesus died and was raised from the dead, everything changed regarding
Deuteronomy 7:1-4. The church did not replace Israel in God's program, but
the Jews became part of the church. During the church age which began at
Pentecost, God forbids all divorce in the church. He gave specific guidance
on saints remaining married to unbelievers (1 Corinthians 7:12-16). Saints

102


https://christassembly.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/021322.ANGER_.pdf
https://christassembly.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/021322.ANGER_.pdf

Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

should never file for divorce, even if married to an unbeliever. If the
unbeliever files for divorce, then the saint becomes free to remarry, without
bondage. These marriage laws help us understand that being divorced does
not automatically make a woman an adulteress if she remarries after her
unbelieving husband divorces her (compare Matthew 19:1-8 and Matthew
5:31-32). Remember, Jesus described what happens when one party files for
divorce. That filing party has a hard, sinful heart. Therefore, the divorce of
foreign wives in Ezra does not provide an exception to the teaching of Jesus,
because of the clear command from Yahweh to avoid foreign marriages
because Yahweh will destroy Israel for such foreign marriages. The exiles in
Ezra had no choice except to divorce the wives to avoid destruction.
Therefore, God did require divorce because of His covenant with Israel
outlawing foreign marriage and holding Israel as His possession. (Some
people may argue that the divorce of foreign wives compels the conclusion
that any marriage founded upon incest (prohibited by the Law of Moses)
should also be dissolved immediately. Yet, the Law of Moses addressed the
issues concerning incestuous marriage and did not explicitly conclude that
the man and woman should be killed, but concluded they would be childless,
with the marriage apparently continuing. Coupled with the New Testament
changes where even foreign wives would not be divorced in the church, that
argument does not seem convincing that incestuous marriages must be
dissolved. On a different note, some jurisdictions in the United States
prohibit many different forms of incest and the incestuous marriage is void
ab initio, meaning there never was a legally recognized marriage and no
court proceeding for dissolution of marriage may be required.) Another
popular sin today concerns homosexual unions.

¢ God commanded the Jews to avoid intermarriage with any non-
Jews.

¢ In the time of Ezra, the exiles returned to Jerusalem and some Jews
took wives from the people of the land.

¢ Because of the prohibition upon marrying foreign wives, and the
covenant with God concerning them His chosen people occupying the land
He gave them, God commanded the men to divorce their foreign wives and
leave the children of the marriages to those wives.
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¢ God compelled the men to divorce their foreign wives under threat
of destruction because they married foreign wives in violation of His
command not to marry foreign wives.

¢ God commanded that the men follow the Law of Moses regarding
divorce.

¢ The Law of Moses provided limited protections for the divorced
woman.

¢ Because the circumstances surrounding the divorce of the wives from
the land during Ezra's time were unique to that time and place, and the
church received new revelations and commands from God concerning
divorce and remarriage to unbelievers, the divorce of foreign wives does not
provide binding commands for today, but rather general guidance
concerning God's view of Israel and infidelity to God and His covenants.

14.11.1 Homosexual Unions. Today many governments recognize
homosexual "marriages." In contrast, God described all homosexuality and
cross-dressing as sinful in both the Old Testament and the New Testament.
Therefore, because homosexuality remains sinful in God's eyes, God never
joins a male with a male in marriage and never joins a female and female in
marriage. God created marriage by joining the female (Eve) He created for
the male (Adam) and commanded them to multiply (Genesis 1:27-28). He
created both of them in His image. Having first created Adam, God said it
was not good for man to be alone and then created Eve from the rib of Adam.
God created Eve as a helper suitable for Adam (Genesis 2:18). At that
moment of creation, God joined male and female together in marriage. Jesus
said that God joined them together and they became one flesh (Matthew 19:1-
7). Christ is the head of man and man is the head of woman, and God is the
head of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:3). Man is the image and glory of God and
the woman is the glory of man (1 Corinthians 11:7). The wife should be in
subjection to her husband, just as Christ submits to His Father (Ephesians
5:22; 1 Peter 3:5; 1 Corinthians 15:28). God only joins males and females in
marriage. Anyone who claims that God's opposition to "homosexuality" in
the Bible only reflects the outdated, cultural values from thousands of years
ago must consider that both the Old and New Testaments reveal that God
condemns homosexuality, homosexual acts and homosexuals.
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14.11.2 God Condemns Homosexuals. God condemns homosexuals for
their sinful sexual acts. The uniform teaching of the Bible opposes all forms
of homosexuality, homosexual acts, and homosexuals. God loves to redeem
sinners of all kinds, but He opposes all sin and sinners.

14.11.3 Old Testament. In the Old Testament, God declared homosexuals
sinners who deserve the death penalty. Moses provided God's view of
homosexuality: "If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with
a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be
put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them." (Leviticus 20:13). ( Moses
provided: :03 o;°n7 R M oY WY TP PR 23R NITNR 220 WK UK )
Likewise, God also prohibited a man from wearing female clothing and vice
versa; God prohibited all forms of cross-dressing and called such acts an
abomination (Deuteronomy 22:5). (Moses provided: -5y"23-57 =X

The New Testament reaffirms God's commands regarding homosexuality,
homosexual acts and homosexuals.

14.11.4 The New Testament. The New Testament presents similar
revelation from God: "For this reason God gave them over to degrading
passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is
unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function
of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men
committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty
of their error." (Romans 1:26-27) (Paul provided: Aid To9T0 TTAPESwkev
avtovg 6 Beog eig man atpiag, ai e yap OnAeiar avtdv pethidalav v
(PLOTKNV XPTOWV €ig TV Tapa PHOo1V, OUOIWG TE KAl Ol APOEVES APEVTES TNV
PLOKNYV XpTiowv Tig OnAeiag éEexavdnoav év i 0pé€el avTdv eig dGAAAovg,
dpoeveg £V GPOEOLY TV AOYT|LOOVVIV KATEPYALOUEVOL KA TV dvTiiodiay fjv
g0el Tiig mMAGvng avtdv év favtoig amoAauPavovieg (Romans 1:26-
27).) Today, some church groups have elevated homosexuals to positions of
leadership in the church. Some people twist the Bible passages to support
homosexuality. In contrast to putting our faith in church leaders, let us look
at Paul's letter to the Romans in more detail. God used Paul to write down
the truth regarding homosexuals and homosexuality.

14.11.4.1 Romans 1:26-27. God inspired the words of Paul in Romans
1:26-27 and provided crucial information about homosexuality, homosexual
behavior and homosexuals.
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14.11.4.1.1 Degrading Passions. In Romans 1:26, God revealed that
"degrading passions" ("maOn dnipiag") produce homosexual behavior.
(Passions alone are not always evil, but Paul isolated "degrading” ("atipiag")
passions as the problem. This same Greek word "degrading" ("atipiag")
appears in the same form in only one other place in the New Testament, 2
Corinthians 6:8, where it is translated "dishonor." In the Romans text,
God gave people over to their "degrading passions," which were already at
work in them.) Those "degrading passions" arose in homosexuals. God did
not create those "degrading passions," but condemned people for them. God
opposed not only the homosexual behavior, but also the "degrading
passions," underlying the homosexual behavior.

14.11.4.1.2 Natural Function. In Romans 1:27, Paul described
homosexual behavior: men "abandoned the natural function of the woman
and burned in their desire toward one another." First, notice that men
"abandoned" the natural function of the woman. (Paul used the term
apévteg--an aorist active participle. Man took action to abandon the natural
function of the woman. Exegetically, man made a conscious choice to
abandon the natural function of the woman, as witnessed by the active voice.
As an act of the will, biology does not compel the choice.) God created a
natural, sexual function for the woman. God created all the physical aspects
of sexuality and sex. He provided the organs, wired the nervous system, and
then added biological systems inside the body to interact with many physical
parts of our bodies involved in sex and sexuality. God created humans male
and female, and joined them together as one male and one female in
marriage. (See Genesis 1:27; Matthew 19: 4-5.)

14.11.4.1.3 Shameful. In Romans 1:27 Paul revealed that homosexual acts
are "shameful." No matter how you try to slice and dice the words in the Bible
about homosexuality, God described homosexuality as sinful and the acts of
homosexuals as "shameful" and "deceitful." (Paul used the word "shameful"
("doxnuoovvnv") and "deceitful”" ("mAdvng") (Romans 1:27).)

14.11.4.1.4 Summary of Romans 1:26-27. Therefore, the evidence from
Romans 1:26-27 indicates that God opposes homosexuality, homosexual
acts, and homosexuals. In those verses, God revealed that homosexuality
results from a sinful, shameful choice to engage in sexual activity with people
of the same sex. Anyone who claims that the Bible supports the notion that
people are born homosexual ignores the_Biblical evidence. Homosexuality
arises from people abandoning the natural function to perform shameful
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acts. Likewise, God did not create a single homosexual, but each homosexual
abandoned the natural function of the opposite sex, and gave themselves to
their own degrading passions. (James revealed that God tempts no one, but
each on is tempted by their own lusts, which, in turn, produce death (James
1:13-15).) As believers, we must put our trust in the promises of God and not
the words of men. So, let us review the great promises of God that provide
hope and life for all sinners, including homosexuals.

14.11.4.2 1 Corinthians. Paul confronted many of the spiritual problems
at Corinth. Some of their sins concerned sexual matters.

14.11.4.2.1 Unrighteous. In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Paul wrote: "Or do you
not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God. Do not
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, not adulterers, nor effeminate
nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such were some of you; but
you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God." Things changed
dramatically at the moment of individual salvation.

14.11.4.2.2 Sinners. God condemned homosexuals in the same way that
He condemns drunkards, revilers, swindlers, and the other groups of sinners
which Paul listed (1 Corinthians 6:9). Homosexuals are not a special group
of sinners, but rather part of the larger groups of sinners who will not inherit
the kingdom of God.

14.11.4.2.3 Unrighteous. God described all those sinners as
"unrighteous." (Peter revealed that God keeps the unrighteous under
punishment as they await the day of judgment (2 Peter 2:9).) In this case,
God contrasted the righteous with the unrighteous. Only the righteous will
inherit the kingdom of God. Who are the righteous? Paul explained the
power of God to create new people, which Jesus described as "born-again"
people. (In John 3:3, the Greek phrase for "born-again" ("yevvn01j &vwBev")
may be better translated as "born from above".)

14.11.4.2.4 Such Were Some of You. Paul wrote: "such were some of
you." (Paul used the Greek term "were" ("fte") in the imperfect tense. As an
imperfect, the term suggests continuous, past action. The people continued
as homosexuals, indicating the lifestyle involved in homosexuality.) Those
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people lived continuously as homosexuals doing homosexual things, before
they received the free gift of salvation from the Lord Jesus Christ.

14.11.4.2.5 Salvation. Paul described people who were homosexuals, but
they are no longer homosexuals. At the moment of salvation, each believer
becomes a new creation in Christ; the old things have passed away, and new
things have come (2 Corinthians 5:17.) Furthermore, at that same moment,
each believer has been crucified with Christ; (Galatians 2:20) all people who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires
(Galatians 5:24). Therefore, God revealed that homosexuals cease being
homosexuals at the moment of salvation by faith alone. In the Bible, you are
either a homosexual or you are a Christian; you cannot be both. So, when
Christians believe homosexuals continue to be homosexuals after being born
again, they have embraced error contrary to the Bible (whose words were
breathed out by God). Christians may do homosexual acts, but they are no
longer homosexuals in God's eyes.

14.11.4.2.6 New Creations. Likewise, some Christians erroneously teach
that the best homosexuals can hope for in Christ is that they will still have
homosexual urges, but, by the power of Christ, they can deny them. In
contrast to that error, God taught that homosexuals become new creations,
and their degrading passions have been crucified with Christ. Of
course, believers still sin (1 John 1:8-10). The new creation, however, born of
the seed of God, cannot sin (1 John 3:9). Every homosexual who received the
free gift of eternal life by faith alone in Jesus Christ ceased to be a
homosexual at the moment of salvation; without exception, no born-again
person is a homosexual now, but some born-again believers used to be
homosexuals. God created new people who are no longer homosexuals. Let
us return to 1 Corinthians 6 to see in greater detail how God so radically and
completely changes homosexuals.

14.11.4.2.7 Washed. God revealed how He transforms swindlers, revilers,
homosexuals, and other people who become born-again believers (1
Corinthians 6:11). First, each believer is washed. (Paul used the term
"washed" ("dmeAovoaoBe") in the passive voice. He emphasized the action
and the result, not the subject of the verb. Even so, God alone (no middle
voice here) washes people spiritually and so makes them spiritually clean so
that they shine with God's righteousness.) The washing includes
regeneration (Titus 3:5) and the removal of a guilty conscience (1 Peter 3:21).
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Think of the washing here as made wholly new, including the removal of dirty
unrighteousness.

14.11.4.2.8 Sanctified. Paul used the term "sanctified" to describe the
spiritual cleansing of homosexuals. (Paul employed the term "sanctified"
("fmytéoOnte") which comes from the root word to make holy--set apart for
God's service.) In this instance, God not only cleansed the homosexual, but
He also set apart the new believer for His use, particularly using the spiritual
gift(s) bestowed upon the new believer. Homosexuals, like all other people,
need to hear the promises of God applied to their lives. They can be washed
spiritually, removing all the stains of sin. If their conscience has been
hardened, and they accept salvation in Jesus, it can be cleansed and
sanctified.

14.11.4.2.9 Justified. Paul wrote that each believer has been justified in
the Name of the Lord Jesus and in the Spirit of our God. The term "justified"
means to make just or right. (The term "justified ("éSikai®Onte") occurs in
the aorist, passive, indicative form. In this case, the aorist tense stresses that
the justification has been completed and remains. The passive voice focused
upon the action, not the Actor. Only God can justify the unrighteous. Jesus
was raised for our justification, sealing the triumph of love over sin. Jesus
completed the work of atonement by dying on the cross for our sins and being
raised from the dead.) Paul emphasized that justification takes place in the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of God. Jesus died on the cross
for ours sins, and Jesus offered Himself through the Holy Spirit (Hebrews

9:14).

14.11.5 Transgender. Many sinful societies have the sinful notion that
people can choose their gender. God said He created males and females
(Genesis 1:27). They have many biological and spiritual differences, with
different anatomies by gender. People promote "gender identification" and
"gender choice" as part of their sinful desires to change God's biological and
spiritual plans for males and females. God has different roles for males and
females in the church and gender makes a difference from a functional
standpoint (1 Timothy 2; 1 Peter 3; 1 Corinthians 14). From the standpoint of
salvation, God draws no gender lines (Galatians 3:28). While people may
have surgery and take drugs to change their appearance, they cannot change
their DNA or spiritual make up which God created in each person. People
seeking to change their gender have rejected the abundant life God has for
each member of the family of God. Choosing gender often leads to
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homosexual behavior because the person now acts upon sexual interest in
people of the same sex. Gender transcends body parts and clothing because
God created males and females in the image of God. All transgender activities
permanently disqualify a male from holding any Church Office so long as the
male persists in transgender activity or identifies as transgender or other
descriptions contrary to how they were born male or female. Only saints born
male by DNA can hold any Church Office.

14.11.5 Analysis of Homosexual Unions. God never joins a male and
male in marriage or a female and female in marriage. In God's eyes, every
homosexual union remains one more abomination man has created in sin.
God loves to redeem all sinners, and is not willing for anyone to perish, but
for all to come to repentance. Does homosexuality permanently disqualify a
male from holding any Church Office? So long as the saint continues to
practice homosexual behavior or identifies himself as a homosexual or
transgender, the disqualification remains. No homosexual can hold any
Church Office, just as no immoral male may hold a Church Office. Although
the saint will no longer be a homosexual at the moment of salvation,
considering himself homosexual or practicing homosexuality disqualifies
that male from holding a Church Office. If a person becomes born again by
Christ while already in a homosexual union, that person should immediately
file for divorce, because God never considered that marriage acceptable in
His eyes. It was always based upon immorality, just like taking foreign wives
required divorce. Filing for divorce to remove oneself from the state-
sponsored sin does not violate the commands against divorce, because God
never joined a male and male together in marriage or a female and female in
marriage. Such unions have always been an abomination in God's eyes and
filing for divorce ends the unholy union to the glory of God.

¢ No person has been born homosexual.
¢ Marriage only means God joined one DNA male to one DNA female.
¢ God condemns all homosexual acts and homosexuality.

¢ God condemns all cross-dressing and transgender behaviors and
choices.

¢ In God's eyes, all homosexual "marriages" are not marriages at all,
because all homosexual unions are abominations in God's eyes.
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¢ God loves to redeem homosexuals and does not wish for any of them
to perish.

¢ At the moment of salvation, God cleanses, washes and sanctifies all
homosexuals, so that they are no longer homosexuals, but new creatures in
Christ. All the old things have passed away.

¢ Saints should immediately file in court to dissolve all homosexual
"marriages" created under state law and which were never marriages in
God's eyes. Therefore, such legal action does not constitute a divorce,
because no marriage ever occurred in God's eyes.

¢ Until a male repents of the sin and dissolves the homosexual
"marriage" in court and leaves that relationship, he remains permanently
disqualified from holding a Church Office.

¢ So long as a male persists in any transgender identification or

activity, he remains permanently disqualified from holding any Church
Office.

14.12 Conclusion: Permanent Disqualification. Nothing permanently
disqualifies a male from holding a Church Office, provided that he meets the
qualifications described in the New Testament. Divorce always starts with
hard-hearted sin and may result in adultery after divorce. A male saint who
divorced his wife after his salvation may still hold a Church Office, provided
that he has repented of his sin and received God's forgiveness. A male saint
married to an unbeliever shall not be disqualified for having an unbelieving
wife, provided he meets the other qualifications. No transgender or
homosexuals are eligible to hold any Church Office until he leaves his sin and
resumes life according to his birth DNA gender. All saints living in a
homosexual "marriage" should dissolve the "marriage" in court immediately
because it was never a marriage in God's eyes, but a continuing abomination.
God promised us that if we leave the sin and the sinful community behind,
so that we are no longer bound up with them, He will welcome us to Himself.
All sin can be forgiven and we love the cleansing from God. Continuing in sin
never makes grace abound. As saints we must all live by the Scriptures and
love God with all our heart.
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15
The Spiritual Gift
of the Shepherds

15.1 Shepherd: Basic Meaning. The term shepherd has a broad range of
meaning in the New Testament. The term shepherd includes a person who
serves as a guardian, leader, and slave. The deaconies in the church often
apply to every saint and are performed by every saint. Some saints have
special abilities and responsibilities. Therefore, the deaconies associated
with The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds are rarely exclusive to saints holding
The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds. The Church Officers, elders and saints
will often perform the same types of deaconies associated with The Spiritual
Gift of the Shepherds. For a full discussion of The Spiritual Gift of The
Shepherds, see Spiritual Gifts: Empowering Life Today.

15.2 The Church Office of Overseer and The Spiritual Gift of The
Shepherds. Many believers mistakenly assume that the terms "overseer,
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"shepherd" and "elder" mean the same thing. In some cases, shepherds
promote themselves as the only "Elder" within a local assembly. Many people
fail to understand the proper roles of "shepherds" and "elders" and
"overseers," but they each have their unique duties in the church.

15.3 The Spiritual Gift of Shepherds. God bestows spiritual gifts as He
desires (1 Corinthians 12:11, 18). Therefore, God decides who receives The
Spiritual Gift of Shepherds, although the congregation may desire greater
gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31; 14:1). In contrast, anyone may aspire to be a
Church Overseer.

15.4 Aspiring To Be an Overseer. While God alone distributes The
Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds as He wills, any male Christian may aspire
(6peyetan) to hold the Church Office of Overseer (1 Timothy 3:1). Therefore,
no one should confuse The Spiritual Gift of Shepherd with the Church Office
of Overseer.

¢ Many people without The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds perform
deaconies associated with The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Just because you perform some deaconies does not mean you have
The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherds.

¢ Only God decides who will receive The Spiritual Gift of the
Shepherds.

¢ Any one may aspire to be a Church Overseer, because it is not a
spiritual gift, but a Church Office.

¢ People should never confuse The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherd with
the Church Office of Overseer. People must distinguish spiritual gifts from
Church Offices.

¢ Church Officers may hold a variety of spiritual gifts and the Church
Office does not depend upon holding a particular spiritual gift.
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16
Distinguishing
Overseers, Elders,
Deacons, and Shepherds

16.1 Holy Words: Elders, Overseers and Pastors. Many people
wrongly equate the terms elder, overseer, and pastor. God revealed specific
Holy Words associated with elders (mpeofotepot), overseers (£mokomot) and
shepherds, often referred to as pastors (;ouévag--accusative). While duties
may overlap among those groups, they are not all the same group and may
be distinguished in the New Testament.

16.2 Distinguishing Church Offices from Spiritual Gifts. We must
study the word of God to distinguish the Church Office of Overseer from The
Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds and from the elders of the congregation.
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16.3 The New Testament Church Offices. In the New Testament, God
revealed three church offices: Apostle, Overseer and Deacons (some people
add the offices of prophet and high priest) and maybe more. The Spiritual
Gift of the Apostles remains active in some deaconies, but the Office of
Apostle has passed away because no one living today can meet the
requirements to fill the Office of Apostle (Acts 1:21-22), except Jesus who
remains the Apostle and High Priest of our confession (Hebrews
3:1). Shepherd is not an office in the church, and not all people holding the
Church Office of Overseer have The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. Some
elders possess different spiritual gifts, such as The Spiritual Gift of the
Teachers or The Spiritual Gift of Exhortation. Only males may hold church
offices. Not all elders hold the Church Office of Overseer.

16.4 The Church Office of Deacons. Although all believers must deacon
other believers and God, God sets some male saints into the Church Office of
Deacons. They must meet spiritual qualifications to be set down in a spiritual
deacony. Please keep in mind that the seven men in Acts 6:5 were men full
of wisdom and the Holy Spirit. They were set down in a spiritual deacony of
being in charge of the food deacony to the Hellenistic Jews and Hellenistic
widows. Notice that we see no indication that any of those seven men ever
served a single table. Instead, we do see that Stephen had a vital preaching
deacony, which resulted in his martyrdom (Acts 7:1-60) and Philip
(assuming it was the same man as in Acts 6:5) preached in Samaria (Acts
8:4-40; he was later known as Philip the Evangelist, (Acts 21:8-9). So often
today people have no idea what a deacon did in the New Testament. Among
other spiritual activities, they were known as preachers and evangelists. For
a fuller discussion of deacons, see The Spiritual Gift of Deacony. In
Philippians 1:1, Paul clearly distinguished the Church Office of Deacons from
the Church Office of Overseers, just as Paul made the same distinction in 1
Timothy 3:1-17 (Church Office of Overseer) and 1 Timothy 3:8-13). Each
office had its own qualifications, but they were not the same Church Office.
Deacons were not appointed to serve the Pastor, the Apostles, or the elders.
They were appointed to be in charge of particular deaconies and exercise
their spiritual gifts in those particular deaconies.

16.5 The Church Office of Overseer. In Acts 20:28, Paul addressed a
group of men from Ephesus as part of his farewell tour before leaving for
Jerusalem. Paul knew that they would no longer see his face (Acts 20:25).
Paul called the elders of the church at Ephesus and referred to that particular
group of elders as Church Overseers. Those Church Overseers were men

115


https://christassembly.org/spiritual-gifts-%E2%94%82the-gift-of-apostle-%E2%94%82expository-bible-studies/
https://christassembly.org/spiritual-gifts-%E2%94%82the-gift-of-apostle-%E2%94%82expository-bible-studies/
https://christassembly.org/spiritual-gifts-%E2%94%82-the-gift-of-teaching/
https://christassembly.org/spiritual-gifts-%E2%94%82-the-gift-of-teaching/
https://christassembly.org/spiritual-gifts-%e2%94%82-the-gift-of-exhortation-%e2%94%82-christ-assembly/
https://christassembly.org/spiritual-gifts-%E2%94%82the-gift-deacony/

Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

looking over the church. Paul directed Titus to set down elders in every city
in Crete, as Paul directed him (Titus 1:5). Some, not all, elders were set down
into the Church Office of Overseer. Please take note that the term "elders" in
the New Testament may refer to old men, forefathers, members of the
Sanhedrin, and other uses. If you compare the term "overseer" in Titus 1:7
with the term "elder" in Titus 1:5, you may understand that some elders were
set into the church to occupy the Church Office of Overseer. Not all elders
occupy the Church Office of Overseer. Furthermore, the qualifications of the
"overseer" in Titus 1:7-9 seem to be virtually identical to qualities of an
"overseer" in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, especially when compared to the Church Office
of Deacons, with its qualifications, listed in 1 Timothy 3:8-12. Therefore, we
see that God sets some elders into the church as Church Overseers to
shepherd the church. Overseers perform the work of shepherding, but they
do not necessarily have The Spiritual Gift of Shepherding. As we saw in Acts
20:28, the work of overseers included acting as a shepherd to the church.
Notice that shepherd is not an office, but male saints holding the Church
Office of Overseer do the work of shepherding, along with others in the
church.

16.6 The Duties of Church Overseers. God set down some elders into
the Church Office of Overseer, but not all elders hold the Church Office of
Overseer. The Church Overseer has specific functions. First, the Church
Overseer had to "be on guard" ("mpooéyete") for (a) themselves and (b) for
all the church of God (Acts 20:28). They had to be vigilant, watchful, careful.
It conveys the sense of spiritual acuity in spiritual perception. Second, they
must shepherd the church. Likewise, because all Church Overseers are
elders, we should remember that Jesus instructed elders to shepherd the
flock with eagerness, providing examples to the flock (1 Peter 5:1-4). The
elders of the church perform the work of shepherding the church, but not all
elders hold the Church Office of Overseer and not all elders have The
Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. Likewise, not every saint with The Spiritual
Gift of Shepherd serves as an elder or holds the Church Office of Overseer.
Timothy, for example, was never called an elder. Notice in Acts 20:28 that
"shepherd" is not an office, but the Church Overseers perform the work
shepherding the church. Therefore, the terms Church Overseer, elder,
shepherd and the like should not be considered interchangeably because the
Bible gave different meanings to those terms. See below for a fuller
discussion of the duties of Church Overseers.
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16.7 The Plurality of Elders. The local church in the New Testament had
a group of elders, not just one elder. For example, in 1 Timothy 5:17, we read
about the elders who lead (not rule) well. (See Appendix A attached to this
study to understand that elders do not serve as rulers in the New Testament.)
Those elders who lead well should be given double honor. Notice that the
term "elders" ("mpeofvtepor”) is plural and so indicates that each local
assembly of believers should have a number of elders, not just one. Likewise,
we see the plural of Church Overseers and Church Deacons in Philippians
1:1. Furthermore, we learn from 1 Timothy 5:17 that not all leading elders
work hard at teaching and preaching. Remember not to equate the Church
Office of Overseer with elder or The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds. The
term elder referred to a broad group of males in the church performing many
spiritual functions. The New Testament knows nothing of any office of elder.
We know that one qualification for holding the Church Office of Overseer is
that the man must be able to teach (1 Timothy 3:2). When we combine 1
Timothy 5:17 with 1 Timothy 3:2, we see that although every Church
Overseer must able to teach, not every Church Overseer will work hard at
teaching and preaching. Likewise, some elders lead and teach, but not all
elders lead and teach. Consider The Spiritual Gift of the Leaders for a
moment. In Romans 12:8, we read that "he who leads, with diligence." We
see that "leaders" is a distinct spiritual gift. Hopefully, every group of elders
at a local church has someone who has The Spiritual Gift of the Leader to
provide guidance and vision for the future of the various deaconies. Notice
that "leadership" is a distinct gift in the list of spiritual gifts (see the study of
The Spiritual Gift of The Leader). In contrast to the one-man style of
leadership prominent in many churches today, Jesus taught that the local
assembly should have a plurality of preachers and teachers. The leadership
of the church comes from a plurality of sources, including elders, church
offices and men with specific spiritual gifts, all working in harmony. This
plurality of leadership in the New Testament will safeguard against The
Pastoral Heresy by limiting the desire to be the greatest among the flock. The
Pastor will no longer be the sole focus of attention, and he may not be the
only preacher in the local assembly. In fact, all the saints ideally will be
known for their strong work of serving the local saints, and some of the elders
will work hard at preaching and teaching (1 Timothy 5:17).

16.8 The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds Distinguished. In
Ephesians 4:11, we read about the distinct spiritual gifts of "shepherds"
("mowuévag") and "teachers" ("618aokdaArovg"). Some people may argue that
the terms "shepherds" and "teachers" refer to the same individual. In
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support, they often cite the Granville Sharp rule of New Testament Greek
grammar holding that two nouns connected by "and" ("xai") refer to the
same thing. The problem with this approach is that Granville Sharp limited
his rule to singular nouns, not plural nouns as found here in Ephesians 4:11.
Therefore, the Granville Sharp rule does not support equating "shepherds"
with "teachers." So, not all shepherds are necessarily teachers. The Spiritual
Gift of the Shepherds differs from The Spiritual Gift of The
Teachers. Therefore, we may understand that not all shepherds are teachers.
Yet, all Church Overseers should be able to teach (1 Timothy 3:2), but this
requirement does not mean that every Church Overseer has to have The
Spiritual Gift of the Teachers. These distinct spiritual gifts help us
understand the work of "shepherds," and why not all shepherds hold the
Church Office of Overseer. We should be careful to remember that every
elder must perform the work of a shepherd regarding the care of the flock,
but not every elder has The Spiritual Gift of The Shepherds, just like every
elder does not have The Spiritual Gift of The Teachers. Please recall,
however, that the local assembly of all believers must carry out the work of
deacony, using their spiritual gifts, and neither a single shepherd nor the
elders perform all the work of deacony. Consider for a moment 1
Thessalonians 5:14. In that verse, Paul commanded the entire congregation
of believers at Thessalonica to perform three deaconies to the other saints:
(1) admonish the unruly; and (2) encourage the fainthearted; and (3) help
the weak. In addition, all the saints must be patient with one another,
especially when performing their deaconies. Therefore, the saints use their
spiritual gifts to perform specialized and diverse deaconies within the
church. The shepherds and teachers equip the saints for the work of
performing their individual deaconies.

16.9 The Leadership of the Local Church. God described The Spiritual
Gift of The Leaders (stpoiotauevog--present middle participle). (The usage
of the term "leaders" (npoiotauevog) helps us understand The Spiritual Gift
of The Leaders, as described in this e-book. In 1 Timothy 5:17, we read that
the elders who lead (mpoeotdteg--perfect active participle, nominative
masculine plural) well (kaA®g) are worthy of double honor. In Timothy 3:4
the Church Overseer must lead (npoiotauevov--present middle participle,
accusative masculine singular) well ( kaA®cg) his own children. In 1 Timothy
3:5 Paul warned that if a man does not how to lead (npootijvai--aorist active
infinitive) his own household then he will not care for the church. In 1
Timothy 3:12, Church Deacons must be good (kaA®c) leaders (tpoiotauevor-
-present middle participle, nominative masculine plural) of their children. In
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1 Thessalonians 5:12, Paul admonished the Thessalonians to the ones
laboring in them and leading (;tpoiotauévoug--present middle participle,
accusative masculine plural) them in the Lord and admonishing them. In
Titus 3:8 Paul urged Titus to speak confidently to believers who will be
leaders (mtpolotacBau--present middle infinitive) in good works.) The term
"esteemed ones" ("fnyovuévolc") of the flock deserve the obedience of the
flock, because those esteemed ones keep watch over the souls of the flock,
and the esteemed ones will give an account (Hebrews 13:17) (see Appendix B
below to understand the translation (esteemed ones).

16.10 Male and Female. God commands females to be silent in the
churches; they are not permitted to speak (1 Corinthians 14:34). God based
that command upon the creation of males and females. God created man first
(1 Timothy 2:12), and man is the head of the woman (1 Corinthians 11:3).
Furthermore, the woman was deceived about sin by the devil, and so fell into
transgression; the man was not deceived by sin (1 Timothy 2:14). Therefore,
God does not permit a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but
to remain quiet (1 Timothy 2:12). God did not limit these commands in 1
Timothy to husbands and wives, but rather to all women who make a claim
to Godliness, who must receive instruction with entire submissiveness
(compare 1 Corinthians 14:35-35 and 1 Timothy 2:11). Females may still serve
as shepherds to women only, but females should never speak and must
remain silent in the local church when adult males are present.

16.11 Seven Reasons To Distinguish Church Elders from Church
Overseers. The failure to distinguish the different roles and of overseers,
elders, and shepherds causes people to conclude wrongly that God used
those terms interchangeably. Furthermore, people also fail to distinguish the
Church Office of Overseer, which anyone may aspire to hold, from The
Spiritual Gift of Shepherd, which only God bestows upon certain people.
Finally, the term elder comes with a rich tradition from the Old Testament
and the word covers many different people in the New Testament.

16.11.1 Different Words. God used different words to describe elders
(mpeoPoutepor) and overseers (mokOTOL).

16.11.2 Old Testament Overseers. Overseers in the Old Testament were
not all elders. Not all elders in the New Testament were put into the Church
Office of Overseer.
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16.22.3 Qualifications Given for Church Overseers, No
Qualifications for Church Elders. Paul gave qualifications for overseers
and never described any qualifications to be an elder.

16.11.4 Jerusalem Elders. The elders at Jerusalem were never called
overseers, but every other church apparently had overseers. Apparently, the
twelve apostles provided the oversight function in Jerusalem. Paul addressed
Church Overseers and Church Deacons in his greeting to the Philippians.

16.11.5 Aspire To Be an Overseer. Paul taught that anyone could aspire
to be an overseer, but never said the same thing about elders or shepherds.

16.11.6 Overseers Set Down or Hand Reached. Some elders are hand
reached into the Church Office of Overseer. Some of the Ephesian elders were
made Church Overseers by the Holy Spirit.

16.11.7 Overseers Hand Reached. The Holy Spirit set some elders into
the Church Office of Overseer. Therefore, Titus 1:5-7 should be read in
keeping with Acts 20:28ff.

Summary of Distinguishing Elders, Overseers, and Pastors

¢ Any one may aspire to be a Church Overseer, because it is not a
spiritual gift, but a Church Office.

¢ People should never confuse The Spiritual Gift of the Shepherd with

the Church Office of Overseer. People must distinguish spiritual gifts from
Church Offices.

¢ Church Officers may hold a variety of spiritual gifts and the Church
Office does not depend upon holding a particular spiritual gift.

¢ Church Overseers may or may not hold The Spiritual Gift of the
Shepherds nor The Spiritual Gift of Leadership because the Office of Church
Overseer concerns specialized and particular spiritual duties.

¢ Church Officers may hold a variety of spiritual gifts and the Church
Office does not depend upon holding a particular spiritual gift.

¢ Both Church Elders and Church Officers play important roles in
every church.
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¢ God provided detailed qualifications for Church Overseers and
Church Deacons.
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17
Conclusion

Many people confuse (1) Church Offices and spiritual gifts; and (2) ignore
the plurality of elders in a local assembly; and (3) suppress the use of
spiritual gifts in the church through their sinful understanding of church
organization. The Church Officers, elders and the congregation all have vital
roles to play in the church. Every spiritual gift needs to be active and the
deacony of all spiritual gifts brings health and wellness to the body of Christ
(the Church). Confusion and ignorance abound in the church today because
people ignore the Scriptures and sinfully promote power structures in the
church that supplant the deaconies and spiritual gifts God placed into the
church through every member of the kingdom of God, just He willed. May
Christians return to the Scriptures to search out the plans and purposes of
God and how He structured the church as God the Son builds His church to
the glory of God and God the Holy Spirit indwells the church both
corporately and individually and the God the Father cleanses the church so
that we may bear much fruit and glorify God.

HALLELUJAH !
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Appendix A

New Testament Usage of the Term Elder

Verse Text Translation Meaning Point
31 ti ol pabnrai cov “Why do Your disciples
Matthew ngpa{ialvovo}v my n,ocpfxéocw break :[he tradition of tl.le Tradition of the Bldss st
3 @V npecPourépmv; ov yYap elders? For they do not wash elders opposed 3
152 : ¢ s s i : believers
vimTtovtal Tag ¥£ipog [autdv| their hands when they eat Bible
Stav dptov Ecbimoty. bread.”
And toTe fipEato 6 'Incoidg From that time Jesus began
Ssikvoey Tolg padntaic ovtod 6T to show His disciples that
1 avToV gig Tepocoivpa He must go to Jerusalem, =3 s
Mathew aneleilv kai moAld nabely ard  and suffer many things from o B Eldens fngl Cldal

from the elders Priests make

16:21 tdv npecPorépav koi dpyepémv  the elders and chief priests and chief priests Jesus suffer

Kol YpOppaTE@V Kal and scribes, and be killed,
droktavOijval kai tij Tpitn Nuépa and be raised up on the third
gyepbijvon. day.
When He entered the
temple, the chief priests and

the elders of the people f-terPuisstsand

Matihaw Kol £av Tig LUy elny T, Epette OTL et i whils Tavwas elders in the Chief Priests
21:23 O KOprLog avTOV Ypeiav Exsv el ani-satd. PRl temple confront and elders ask
i evlvg 68 amooteAel adTovg. o & Jesus about about authority
authority are You doing anthority

these things, and who gave
You this authority?”
Then the chief priests and Chief Priests and

the elders of the people were elders of the Eldens of tie

people and chief

Tote covydncav ol dpylepeic
Matthew  kai oi TpesPBotepol ToD Aaod ig

26:3 TNV QOATV TOD dpylepémg ToD gathereq ;Ogﬁ.th;ir 0 L people gat‘h}:ﬂ_re}d priest gather to
Keyoptvo Kalkpo court of t he hig .pI‘IEST. ln._court of high e Tawak
named Caiaphas; priest
While He was still speaking,
behold, Judas, one of the Crows with
Ol 88 kpomioavteg TOV Incody twelve, came up weapons came Elders and chief
Matthew  amnyayov npog Kaideav tov accompanied by a large from the elders of priests send
26:47 apyepéa, 6mov ol ypoappoteic kai crowd with swords and the people and people against
ol mpecPhrepor cuvixncav. clubs, who came from the  chief priests Jesus
chief priests and elders of  against Jesus
the people.
Those who had seized Jesus Seized Jesus and
Ol 8¢ kpotioavteg ToOV Incodv led Him away to Caiaphas, led Him to the Jesus brought
Matthew  amjyayov mpog Koidpav tov the high priest, where the high priest, before chief
26:57 apyepéa, 6mov ol ypappoteis kol scribes and the elders were  scribes and elders priests, scribes
ol peoPotepor cvvipxbnoav. gathered together. Matthew were gathered and elders
271 together

Now when morning came,
all the chief priests and the
elders of the people
conferred together against
Jesus to put Him to death;
Then when Judas, who had
betrayed Him, saw that He
had been condemned, he felt
remorse and returned the
thirty pieces of silver to the
chief priests and elders,

INpoiag 8& yevopévng cvpovitov
Matthew  Zhofov mavteg ol dpylepeis kal ol
2741 npecotepol ToD AooD Kot TOD

Ineot dote Bovatdool avToV:

Chief priests and
elders of the
people conferred
together

Chief priests and
elders of the
people conferred

Tote 6@y Tovdog O TopadIdovg
abTOV 6T Katekpion,
perapeAnbeic Eotpeyev T
TPLAKOVTO APYyVPLO TOTG
apyepedoy Kol mpecutipolg

Judas returned the Chief priests and
silver to the chief elders paid
priests and elders Judas

Matthew
278

18

123



Verse
Matthew
2702

Matthew
27:20

Matthew
27:41

Matthew
28:12

Mark 7:3

Mark 7:5

Mark 8:31

Mark
L1Zq

Mark
14:43

Mark
14:53
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Text

kol £v 1@ katnyopeicbal adTov
V1O TGOV dpylepLmV Kal
npecPutépmy 0VSEY drekpivaro.

Ol 8¢ apyrepeic kal ol
npecPitepor Enercay Tovg Hylovg
iva aitnowvrol Tov Bapappav,
Tov 6¢& Incodv anolécwoy.
opoimg kai ol apylepeic
gunoilovies petd tv
YpoppaTé®y Kuil TpecsPutépmv
Eleyov-

Kol cvvayBEvTeg LeTd TOV
npecPutiépmy copPodilov e
rapovreg apyvpra ikava £Swicov
TOIG OTPATIOTALS

ol yap ®oplociot kol wavteg ol
Tovdaiot £0v pn oy pf viywvron
Thg XEipug ovKk £obiovay,
KPOTODVIES TNV TOPASOCIY THV
npecPutépwy,

Kol EmepOTO®oY oHTOV Ol
Daprooiot kKai oi ypappotels: S
7i 00 meputaTovoy ol padntai
GOV KOTA TNV TAPSoGLY TV
npecPoutépmy, GAAL KOwValg
xepoiv eobiovow Tov dptov;

Kai fip&ato Siddoke avtovg 1t
ST TOV VIOV TOD AVOPHOTOL TOAAN
nafelv kol drodokiacOijval Do
@V tpecPorépwv kai Tdv
APLEPE®Y KUl TOV Y POUIATEDY
kol drmoxktavOiivol kol peta Tpeig
NuEpog dvooTival:

Kai Epyovron mowy eig
Tepocoivpa. Kui &v T® lepd
nepaToDVTOg adTod Epyovran
ntpdg aOTOV ol ApyIepels kal ol
ypappatelg kai ol mpecPutepol

Kai £000¢ Ett avtod Marodvog
rapayiveron Tobdog elg Tdv
dmdeka kai pet’ avtod Gyhog
HETA poyxatp®@yV kol E0AmY Tapd
AV ApEepLmv Kal v
YPOHUATEDY KOl TAV
npecPutépmv.

Kai amyayov tov Incodv npog
TOV ApyIEPED, KOl GLVEPYOVTAL

Translation

And while He was being
accused by the chief priests
and elders, He did not
answer.

But the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the crowds
to ask for Barabbas and to
put Jesus to death.

In the same way the chief
priests also, along with the
scribes and elders, were
mocking Him and saying,
And when they had
assembled with the elders
and consulted together, they
gave a large sum of money
to the soldiers,

(For the Pharisees and all
the Jews do not eat unless
they carefully wash their
hands, thus observing the
traditions of the elders;

The Pharisees and the
scribes asked Him, “Why do
Your disciples not walk
according to the tradition of
the elders, but eat their bread
with impure hands?”

And He began to teach them
that the Son of Man must
suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders and
the chief priests and the
scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again.
They came again to
Jerusalem. And as He was
walking in the temple, the
chief priests and the scribes
and the elders came to Him,

Immediately while He was
still speaking, Judas, one of
the twelve, came up
accompanied by a crowd
with swords and c¢lubs, who
were from the chief priests
and the scribes and the
elders.

They led Jesus away to the
high priest; and all the chief

124

Meaning

Chief priests and
elders accused
Jesus

Chief priest sand
elders persuaded
the crowds to ask
for Barabbas

Chief priests and
scribes and elders
mocked Jesus

Chief priests and
elders consulted
together and gave
money to the
soldiers

Wash hands
traditions of the
elders

The disciples of
Jesus did not
follow the
traditions of the
elders

Jesus rejected by
the elders and
chief priests and
scribes

In temple chief
priests, scribes
and elders came
to Jesus

Judas and men
from the chief
priest and scribes
and elders came
to arrest Jesus

Led Jesus to high
priest; all of the
chief priests and

Point

Chief priests and
elders accused
Jesus

Chief priests and
elder persuaded
the crowds to
ask for Barabbas
Chief priests and
scribes and
elders mocked
Jesus

Chief priests and
elders gave
money to
soldiers

Elders impose
traditions on
Pharisees and
people

Disciples of
Jesus did not
follow the
traditions of the
elders

Jesus rejected by
the elders, chief
priests and
scribes

In temple chief
priests, scribe
and elders came
to Jesus

Judas and men
from the chief
priest and
scribes and
elders came to
arrest Jesus

Chief priests,
scribes and
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Verse

Mark 15:1

Luke 7:3

Luke 9:22

Luke 20:1

Luke
2250

Luke
22:66

Acts 4:5

Acts 4:8

Acts 4:23
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Text
mévteg ol apyiepelg kol ot
npecPOtepol kol Ol YPUpuaTElS.

Kai 000 mpol ovpfodiiov
TOMGOVTEG Ol OPYLEPEIS UETO TV
npecPutépmv Kol YpouupaTEmy
Kkal GAov TO GUVESPLOV, B1|COVTEG
tov Inocodv drnveykay kol
rapédwkay ITiddro.

axkovooug 8¢ mepl tod 'Inocod
anésteley npdg adTOV
npesPutipovg 1dv Tovdaiwmy
EpoTOV aDTOV Ontwg EABmV
Seoma) TOV dobAov avToD.
sty 611 86l TOV viOY TOD
avOpimov moArd mabelv Kol
amodokipoctijvol dnd thv
npesPutépov kol apyepéov kol
YPOUUMOTEDV Kol dToKkTavOTival
Kol Tf] Tpitn Muépa EyepBijvar.
Kai £yévero v @ tdv fuepov
SO ACKOVTOG OTOD TOV AOOV £V
M iepd xal evayyehlopévon
gnéotnoav ot apylepeig kol ol
YPOUUUTELG ODV TOTG
npecPuTEPOIg

Einev 82 Incobg mpdg Tovg
TOPAYEVOUEVONS T 0HTOV
apylEpEis Kol oTpaTYons T
iEpod kai mpesPutépovs: g £l
Anotiv éEnAbate peta poyolpdv
Kol E0AV;

Kai mg gyéveto Nuépa, covipxin
70 mpecPuTEPLOV TOD AoV,
apyepeis te kol ypoppatels, kol
amyayov aOTdV EIS TO oCLVESPLOV
avTOV

‘Eyévero 8¢ éntl v adplov
suvaydfival adTdv Tobg dpyovog
KOi TOVE TPESPUTEPOVS KO TOVG
ypoppatels £v Tepovoodny,

Torte [Métpog minobeig mvedpotog
dryfov slmev mpog adTone:
Gpyovieg ToL Aaod kal
npecsPotepor,

AmohvBévreg 6 NABoV TpdS TONg
idiovg kal amyysthav oo Tpog
aDTOVG ol apylepels kai ot
npecoTepor slmay.

Translation

priests and the elders and the
scribes gathered together.

Early in the morning the
chief priests with the elders
and scribes and the whole
sanhedrin, immediately held
a consultation; and binding
Jesus, they led Him away
and delivered Him to Pilate.

When he heard about Jesus,
he sent some Jewish elders
asking Him to come and
save the life of his slave.

saying, “The Son of Man
must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and
be killed and be raised up on
the third day.”

On one of the days while He
was teaching the people in
the temple and preaching the
gospel, the chief priests and
the scribes with the elders
confronted Him,

Then Jesus said to the chief
priests and officers of the
temple and elders who had
come against Him, “Have
you come out with swords
and clubs as you would
against a robber?

When it was day, the
gathering of elders of the

people assembled, both chief gathering only--

priests and scribes, and they
led Him away to their
council chamber, saying,
On the next day, their rulers
and elders and scribes were
gathered together in
Jerusalem;

Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers and of the people
and elders,

When they had been
released, they went to their
own companions and
reported all that the chief
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Meaning Point
elders and scribes elders judged
gathered together Jesus

Sanhedrin
composed of
chief priests,
scribes, elders
and others

Chief priests and
the elders and
scribes and the
whole Sanhedrin

Centurion sent Centurion sent
elders to ask elders to ask
Jesus for help Jesus for help

Jesus must be
rejected by the
elders, chief
priests, and
scribes

Elders, chief
priests and
scribes all
confronted Jesus
in the temple as
He was teaching

Elders, scribes
and chief priests
confronted Jesus

Jesus asked the
chief priests and
officers of the
temple and the
elders why they
came with clubs

Jesus confronted
the chief priests,
officers of the
temple and
scribes

ooy -0t Elders of the

council-- people gathered
see John 18:2; v»;lit:stcs}l;;
Acts 13:44; noun R

g scribes

form?

Rulers, elders and
scribes gathered Rulers , elders,
together-- scribes gathered
cuvayBfvol
Peter addressed
rulers of the
people and elders
of the people
Chief priests and Peter reported
elders had said  what elders and
chief priests had
said

Rulers of the
people and
elders
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Verse

Acts 6:12

Acts 11:30

Acts 14:23

Acts 15:2

Acts 15:4

Acts 15:6

Acts 15:22

Text

cuveKivoay T TOV AoV Kai Tovg
npeaPutépous Kal Tovg
YPOLUOTELS KOl EMGTAVTEG
cuviipracay adTOV Kol fyoyov
£ig TO oLVESpLOY,

0 kol £moinoav dnooteiluvteg
POS TOVS TPECPUTEPOLVE S
xepos Bapvafa kol Zadiov.

AEWPOTOVIGOVTES BE 0VTOTG KOT’
gkkANGiov TpecPutépovg,
TPOGEVEGLEVOL LETA. VI|GTELDY
TopEDEVTO ADTOVS TA Kupim &lg
OV MEMGTEVKEITAV.

YEVOHEVT|G 6€ GTAGEMS Kal
Inmoemg ovk OAiyNG T Modio
kai @ BapveBd npog avtovg,
Erolov avaPBaivewv INMadlov kol
Bapvafav kai tivag GAlovg &5
aOTOV TPOS TOVG ATOCSTOAOVG KOl
npeaPutipoug eig Tepovoainu
nepl Tod {nmpatog ToVToL.

mapayevoEvoL 8¢ elg
‘Tepovoainu napedéynoav ano
Thg EkkAnoiog kal TV
ATOOTOADY Kol TV
npesPutipmv, dviyyelhay te oo
0 Be0g £moinoev puet’ adTdOV.

ZovixOneody e ol andotorot kal
ol mpeaitepor 18TV mepi ToD
AOY0L TODTOV.

Tote E80EeV 101G AmOoTOMOLS KOl
101 mpecsPurepolg oLy OAN Th
exkAnoiq ExAsgapévoung avpog
&€ aDTAV TENYAL EIG AVTIOYEIOY
obv @ [Movio kai Bapvafd,
Tovdav 1oV KaAovLEVOY
Bapoaffdv kol Ziidv, dvdpog
MyouLéEvous £v Toig Adehpois,

Translation
priests and the elders had

said to them.

And they stirred up the
people, the elders and the
scribes, and they came up to
him and dragged him away
and brought him before the

Council.

And this they did, sending it
in charge of Barnabas and

Saul to the elders.

When they reached hands to
them according to the
church, elders for them in
every church, having prayed

with fasting, they

commended them to the
Lord in whom they had

believed.

And when Paul and
Barnabas had great
dissension and debate with

them, the brethren

determined that Paul and

Meaning

Stirred up the
people, elders and
the scribes

Sent gift with
Barnabas and
Saul to the elders.

Reached hands to
them according to
the church, elders

Paul and
Barnabas sent to
Jerusalem to the

Barnabas and some others of apostles and

them should go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles
and elders concerning this

issue.

When they arrived at
Jerusalem, they were
received by the church and
the apostles and the elders,
and they reported all that
God had done with them.

The apostles and the elders
came together to look into

this matter.

Then it seemed good to the
apostles and the elders, with
the whole church, to choose
men from among them to
send to Antioch with Paul
and Barnabas--Judas called
Barsabbas, and Silas,
leading men among the

brethren,
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elders to decide
doctrinal issue

Elders at
Jerusalem
received Paul and
Barnabas they
reported to elders.

Apostles and
elders in
Jerusalem
gathered to look
into doctrinal
issues

Seemed good to
the apostles and
elders, with
whole church to
choose men
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Point

Stirred up
people, elders
and scribes

Gift sent to
elders, not the
apostles

Reached hands
according to the
church for elders

Jerusalem
apostles and
elders resource
for doctrinal
disputes

Paul and
Barnabas
reported to the
elders in
Jerusalem about
God's activity
Apostles and
elders in
Jerusalem
gathered
together to look
into doctrinal
issues

Seemed good to
the apostles and
elders, with
whole church to
choose men
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verse

Acts 15:23

Acts 16:4

Acts 20:17

Acts 21:18

Acts 22:5

Acts 23:14

Acts 24:1

Acts 25:15

1 Timothy
il
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Text

YPAWAVTES SuX XEPOS adTd@V: O
anoctolot kol ol TpesBitepol
aderpoi Tolg KaTd TNV AVTIONEY
kai Zopiav kol Kilikiov ddeipois
Tolc £€ £0vav yaipewv.

Qg B¢ SlemopedoVTo Tog TOAELS,
mopedidocay avTolg PUAGCGELY
TO SOYHOUTH T KEKPLUEVE DITO TV
AnooTOAMV Kol TPEGPUTEPOV TV
&v Tepoocolopog.

Amo 8& Thig Mikntov méuyag eig
"EQecov HETEKOLECATO TODG
npecPutipovg Thg fxkinoiog.

Tt 8¢ émoven sionel 6 Madhog
cLv fuiv pog TaxwPov, tdvreg
e apey£Evovto ol pesFotepol.

g Kol O APYLEPEDS LOPTVPET Lot
Kol oy 10 TpsoBuTéploy, map’ OV
kol £moToldg deEapevog mpog
TOVG ASEAPOVG £1¢ ACHAGKOV
EMOPEVOLNY, GEMV Kal ToLG
ekeloe Ovtag dedenévong eig
‘Tepovoainu tva tipwpn Bdoty.

ofitveg mpooehBovTEG TOIG
apyepedoty Kol tolg
npecPutéporg elmov: dvadipatt
avebepaticuey £0VTOVS UNBEVOG
yevoachal £ng 0 drnokTEivopey
tov IMadrov.

Meta 8¢ mévte MUEpog KaTERN O
apyepee Avaviog petd
npecPUTEpV TIVAY Kol PMTOPOgG
Teptdirov Tivog, oltveg
Evepdvioay T@ fyepove kotd Toh
TMTavrov.

neEPL OO YEVOREVOD pov £lg
‘Tepocdivpa Evepavicav ot
apyepeic kal ol tpeofforepor TV
Tovdaimv aitodpevol kot adToD
KoTodiKny.

Ol KOAGOG TPOEGTDOTES
npechtepot Sumhfic s
agovabmoay, paieta ol

Translation

and they sent this letter by
them, “The apostles and the
elders, brothers, to the
brethren in Antioch and
Syria and Cilicia who are
tfrom the Gentiles, greetings.
Now while they were
passing through the cities,
they were delivering the
decrees which had been
decided upon by the apostles
and elders who were in
Jerusalem, for them to
observe.

From Miletus he sent to
Ephesus and called to him
the elders of the church.
And the following day Paul
went in with us to James,
and all the elders were
present.

as also the high priest and
all the elders can testify.
From them [ also received
letters to the brethren, and
started off for Damascus in
order to bring even those
who were there to Jerusalem
as prisoners to be punished.
They came to the chief’
priests and the elders and
said, “We have bound
ourselves under a solemn
oath to taste nothing until
we have killed Paul.

After five days the high
priest Ananias came down
with some elders, with an
attorney named Tertullus,
and they brought charges to
the governor against Paul.
and when [ was at
Jerusalem, the chief priests
and the elders of the Jews
brought charges against him,
asking for a sentence of’
condemnation against him.
The elders who lead well are
to be considered worthy of
double honor, especially

127

Meaning Point

Apostles and Apostles and
elders, brothers  elders, brethren

Apostles and Apostles and
elders who in elders who were
Jerusalem in Jerusalem

Paul sent to
Ephesian elders
of the church

Elders of the
church

James and all the James and all
elders were the elders
present present

The high priest

and all the elders The high priest
(noun) see Luke and elders
22:66 only two  assembled
times

Chief priests and

elders meet men Chief priests and
under oath to kill elders

Paul

Ananias and
some elders
came to
prosecute Paul

Ananias and
some elders to
Caesarea

Chief priests and
elders of the Jews
brought charges
against Paul

Chief priests and
elders brought
charges

Elders lead, not  Elders lead, not
rule rule
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Verse

1 Timothy
5:19

Titus 1:5

James 5:14

1 Peter 5:1

1 Peter 5:5

2 John 1:1

3 John 1:1

Revelation
4:4

Revelation
4:10

Text
KOTMVTEG £V MOy Kol
SaoKoAiq.

KaTh TPESPLTEPOV KUTYOPioY LN
ropudEyov, £kTog el pun &ni dvo
TPLOY HOPTOPOV.

Tovtov xapv AnéAnoy e &v
Kpnn, tva ta Aeimovra
£mdopbion kai KotasToNg
Kot oMV pecPuTEPOVGS, MG EYM
oot detasauny,

acbevel Tig €v Vv,
TPOcKUAECAHGOm TODG
npecPoutépong TG EkkAnoiog kol
npocevidcbmoay £’ adToOV
areiyavrteg adTOV EAaim £v T@
ovopaTL TOD Kupiov.

IMpecPotépovg tovs &v DIV
TOPOKUA®D O CLUTPESPOTEPOG Kol
paprug TV 100 Xplotod
nabdnuatmv, O Kal thg peAlodong
anokoAvrTEsBa 36ENg KOWVmVOG:

Opoilme, VEOTEPOL, DVITOTAYNTE
npecsPutépors mhveeg O
AAMAOLG TV TOTELVOPPOGVUVITY
gykouBwooacs, H11 6 Bog
VIEPTPAVOLS AVTITUGOETAL,
TUTEWVOIG 8¢ Sidwaty yapuv.

‘O npeosPotepog xiekti] Koplg
Kai Tolg TéEKvolg oTiig, obg &ym
ayond &v dindsig, kol ok £y
novog aAild kol Taveg ol
gyvordteg Ty dATBeiay,

‘O npeaPortepog Nalw td
ayomnT®, Ov &yom dyand £v
ainBeiq.

Kat kxukdoBev tod Opovou
Bpodvoug cikoot téooapeg, Kol £ni
ToUg Bpdvovg lkoct TEcoapag
npecPutipoug kabnuévoug
nepPBefinuévong v ipatiolg
AEVKOTG Kol £l TAG KEPAALG
aDTOV GTEPAVOVGS YPLOODE,.
necODVTOL 0l E(KOCL TEGGUPES
npecPitepor Evomiov Tob
KkaBnuévou £ni tod Bpovou kai

Translation

those who work hard at
preaching and teaching.

Do not receive an accusation

against an elder except on
the basis of two or three
witnesses.

For this reason I left you in
Crete, that you would set in
order what remains and set
down elders in every city as
I directed you,

Is anyone among you sick?
Then he must call for the

elders of the church and they Call for elders of

are to pray over him,

anointing him with oil in the

name of the Lord;
Theretore, | exhort the
elders among you, as your
fellow elder and witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and
a partaker also of the glory
that is to be revealed,

You younger men, likewise,
be subject to your elders;
and all of you, clothe
yourselves with humility
toward one another, for
GOD IS OPPOSED TO
THE PROUD, BUT GIVES
GRACE TO THE
HUMBLE.

The elder to the chosen lady
and her children, whom [
love in truth; and not only 1,
but also all who know the
truth,

The elder to the beloved
Gaius, whom [ love in truth,

Around the throne were
twenty-four thrones; and
upon the thrones I saw
twenty-four elders sitting,
clothed in white garments,
and golden crowns on their
heads.

the twenty-four elders will
fall down before Him who
sits on the throne, and will

128

Meaning

Accusations
against elder

Set down elders
in every city

the church

Fellow elder to

elders , compare

younger men

Younger men
submit to elders

Elder to chosen
lady

Elder to chose
lady

Twenty-four
elders upon
twenty four
thrones

Twenty-four

elders fall down

Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

Point

Accusations

against elder

Set down elders
in every city as
Paul directed
him see Old

Testament

practice

Every church
had elders

Fellow elders,

compare
younger men

Younger men
submit to elders

Elder to chosen
lady

Elder to chosen
lady

Twenty-four
elders

Twenty-four
elders



Verse

Revelation
5:5

Revelation

5:6

Revelation
33

Revelation
5:11

Revelation
5:14

Revelation
ol Bl

Revelation
7:13
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Text
TPOCKVVIICOVGY T® {DVTL Eig
TOVG OldVOG TOV aidvVoV Kol
Balobowy Tobg otePaVOVg avT@Y  cast their crowns before the
gvamiov tod Bpdvov Aéyovieg:

Kai £l8ov év péoo tod Opovon
kol TdV 1eccapav (Hwv Kol &v
pHéom TaV mpecfutépwy dpviov
E0TNKOG MG EGPUYUEVOY EXV
Képota Entd Kol 0pOadpols Enta
ol elow 1a |Enta| mvedpata 1o
Beob dneoTolpévol eig tdoay TV

yiiv.

Kai 6te ELaPev 1o Pipriov, ta
tésoapa (Ha kol ol glkoot
téooapeg pecitepot Ensoav
VOOV ToD Gpviov Exovieg
Exootog KiBapav kal eraiag
xpvodc yepoboos Bupmapdrov, ol
£low ol mpocevyul TOV dyimv,

Kai £ldov, kail fikovoa poviy
AyyEL®V TOALGVY KOKAW TOD
Bpovov kai tdv (HoV Kol TV
npesPutépov, Kol v 6 dplBudg
aOT@OV HUPLUSES HupLOdmY Kol

Kadeg yIAadmv

Koi T téocapa (o Eleyov:
apyv. kol ol tpesfotepor Enecav
KOl TPOGEKDVIGAY.

Kol mévteg ot dyyehot
eloTkelooy KukA® T00 Bpdvov
Kol T@V TpeaPuTépmv Kol Thv
TE00ApeV (HoV Kol Enecoy
gvomov ol Bpovov Emi ta
TPOCHOTC AOTOV Kol
npocekivnooy T Hed

Koi dmexpifn &ig &k tiHv
npecPutépmv Aéymv pot: obtot ot
nepBEPANEVOL TUG GTOANS TAG
Aevkag tiveg sloly kal mobev

NABov;

Translation
worship Him who lives
forever and ever, and will

throne, saying,

and one of the elders said to
Kkad £1¢ &k 1dv mpeaPutipav Agyel me, “Stop weeping; behold,
pot pf khaie, 1800 évikneev 6
Aéwv 0 €x Thig pUATg Tovda, 1
pila Aawid, dvoiat 10 Biriov kai David, has overcome so as
TOG EMTO oPPUYIdOC aOTOD.

the Lion that is from the
tribe of Judah, the Root of

to open the book and its

seven seals.”

And I saw between the
throne (with the four living
creatures) and the elders a
Lamb standing, as if slain,
having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God, sent
out into all the earth.

When He had taken the
book, the four living
creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before
the Lamb, each one holding
a harp and golden bowls full
of incense, which are the
prayers of the saints.

Then I looked, and T heard
the voice of many angels
around the throne and the
living creatures and the
elders; and the number of
them was myriads of
myriads, and thousands of

thousands,

And the four living creatures
kept saying, “Amen.” And
the elders fell down and

worshiped.

And all the angels were
standing around the throne
and around the elders and
the four living creatures; and
they fell on their faces
before the throne and

worshiped God,

Then one of the elders
answered, saying to me,
“These who are clothed in
the white robes, who are

129

Meaning

One of twenty-
four elders?

Throne, living
creatures, the
elders

Living creatures
and 24 elders fell
down

Many angels
around throne and
living creatures
and the elders

Elders fell down
and worshipped

Angels, the
elders, and the
four living
creatures

One elder
answered

Point

One of twenty-
four elders?

Throne, living
creatures, elders

Living creatures
and 24 elders
fell down

Many angels
around throne
and living
creatures and the
elders

Elders fell down
and worshipped

Angels, the
elders, and the
four living
creatures

One elder
answered

718



Verse

Revelation
11:16

Revelation
14:3

Revelation
19:4
James 5:14

Church Offices | Overseers | ChristAssembly.org

Text

Kai ol gikoot téooapeg
npeoPotepor [ol] Evamov tod
0200 kabnpEevOoL £ml TOVG OpdvoLg
adTdV Enecay £ TO TPOCOITAL
avTdV Kol tpocekiviiooy Td Bed

kol @doveiv [dg] GV Koviv
gvdmov 100 Bpovov Kol Evaniov
TV tecodpwv Cowv Kol Thv
npecPutépmy, kKol 0Vdeic £80vaTo
HaBslv TV @OV &l U al Ekatov
TEGOEPAKOVIO TEGOUPEG XIMASES,
ol yopacugvol and Tiig yiis.

kol Emecay ol mpecPirepol ol
£lk0ooL TEooupES Kal To TEcCUpO
Cda kal mpooskvvnooy 1@ Be®
T® kadnpéve £l Td Opove
AEyovTeS: LMV GAANAOVTG.

kai o téocapa oo Ereyov-
aunyv. kai ol tpecPortepot Encoav
KOl TPOoEKDVIIoAVY.

Translation

they, and where have they
come from?”

And the twenty-four elders,
who sit on their thrones
beftore God, fell on their
taces and worshiped God,

And they sang a new song
before the throne and before
the four living creatures and
the elders; and no one could
learn the song except the
one hundred and forty-four
thousand who had been
purchased from the earth.

And the twenty-four elders
and the four living creatures
fell down and worshiped
God who sits on the throne
saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!”
s anyone among you sick?
Then he must call for the

Meaning Point

24 elders sat on 24 elders sat on

thrones before thrones before
God fell and God fell and
worshipped worshipped

Sang new song
before the
throne and the

Sang new song
before the throne
and the four

o four living
living creatures
creatures and the
and the elders
elders

24 elders and four 24 elders and
living creatures  four living
fell creatures fell

elders of the church and they Sick to call for Sick to call for

are to pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord;

130

the elders the elders
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Appendix B

The Use of fjyéopar in the New Testament

Verse

Acts 26:2

Philippiuns
3:7

2 Corinthians
25,

Philippians
2:25

Hebrews
10:29

Ilebrews

11:26

James 1:2

Philippians
2:6

1 Timothy
1:12

Text

[epi miviov dv Sykadobpat
V1o ‘lovdaimy, Bactied
Aypiaa, ynpoat Epaotov
paxaplov mi cod péhhoyv
onpepov arohoyeicton

[AL’] Gmwve v pot képdn,
TobTa fynpat 6ii v Xplotov
Opiav.

avaykaiov oby oy
napakaricul Todg delpoie,
va apoédlooy elg Dubs wui
TPOKUTUPTICOOLY TV
wposmnYyELUEVIV EDAOYIOY
DRV, TbTV Etoipmy elvat
obtwg dg ebhoyiay xal puy bg
mheovegiav.

Avaykaiov 88 )yncapunyv
‘Emagppdditov tov Adelpov kai
CLVEPYOV KUl CLCTPATID TV
pov, Hudy 8 dndctorov Kai
Aertovpyov Tijg ypeiug pov,

7eé ppon Tp g Db,

OO SOKETTE YEIPOVOS
aZuwonosTu Tpepiug O Tov

viov Tob Beod kotutuTioog Kal

o aipe g Sidirng Kooy
Nynoapevos, &v & 1yioon, kai
0 vehpa. T yaprtog
gvofpioac,

peilova mhobtov 1pymodpevos
v Alydrtov ncavpdy tov
ovediopov tob Xpiotob:
anéflensy yap sig TV
niabamodoaiav.

Idoay yapav 1yynoace,
adelpoi pov, Stov nepacpois
wepumEoNTE Howkitolg,

8¢ &v popef) O0d vrtdpy@v ovy,
Gpraypdy yjcato o sivon foa

Oed,

Xapw Exm 1éd svdovapdoavti
pe Xpotd 'Incod @ kopiep

Translation

“In regard to all the things of
which I am accused by the

Jews, I esteem myself blessed,

King Agrippa, that [ am about
to make my defense before

you today;

But whatever things were gain Perfect

to me, those things I have
esteemed as loss for the sake
of Christ.

Therefore, I esteemed
necessary to urge the brethren

that they would go on ahead to

you and arrange beforehand
your previously promised

Description Meaning
Perfect {retae
Middle/Passive = 2!
Indicative, First V"

Si blessed
ingular

Middle/Passive I hiave

Indicative, First  esteemed

Singular

Aorist Middle

Indicative, First [ esteemed

bountiful gift, so that the same Singular

would be ready as a bountiful
gift and not affected by
covetousness.

Then I esteemed necessary to

send to you Epaphroditus, my Aorist Middle

brother and fellow worker and

fellow soldier, who is also
your messenger and minister
to my need;

How much severer
punishment do you think he

; : e I esteemed
Indicative, First o

will deserve who has trampled Aorist Middle

under foot the Son of God, and Participle,

having esteemed common the
blood of the covenant by
which he was sanctified, and
has insulted the Spirit of
grace?

esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt; for he was
looking to the reward.

Esteem it all joy, my brethren,
when you encounter various
trials, 3 knowing that the
testing of your faith produces
endurance.

whio, although He existed in
the form of God, did not
esteem equality with God a
thing to be grasped,

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord,
who has strengthened me,

131

Singular necessary
Nominative I:i?:’ii:]gj d
Masculine L
Singular

Aorist Middle

Participle, Esteeming
Nominative the
Masculine reproach
Singular

Aorist Middle

Indicative, Second Esteem it

Plural all joy
Aorist Middle Féteo
Indicative, Third ot
Singular equality
Aorist Middle Esteemed

Indicative, Third me faithful

174
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Verse

Hebrews
11:11

1
Thessalonians
5:13

2
Thessalonians
3:15

2 Peter 3:15

1 Timothy 6:1

Philippians
3.8

Philippians
3:8

2 Peter 1:13

Hebrews 13:7

Text
NudV, 6T moTdv pe \yjouto
O£ Levog ig Staroviay

ITiotet kai bt Zappa oTeipa
SOvapuy elg katafolny
onéppatog Ehufev kol mopo
Katpov Nhkiug, érel motov
NYHoUTO 1OV Erayyethipevoy

Kai 1yeictut abtodg
vrepexeposod &v dydn St
10 Epyov abT@dV. eipnvedets &v
£avToic.

Kod pi g ExOpov 1yeiobe, dhhi

vouleteite dg adehpov

Kol Ty Tod Kupiov fjpdv

pukpobupiay compiav 1yeiobs,

KeOoS Kai O AyamTtog UGV
adehpog [adbhog kot Ty

Sobeloay adtd copinv Eypayev

opiv,

Voot gioiv vro Luydv Sodhot,
o0 16{ovg SEOTOTUS AN G

Tpiis déiovg Nyeicboaouy, iva p

10 dvopa tod Oeob Kai 1
oudaoKaMo PAOCOHRTEL

WA pevodvye nui 1)yod pot
névra iy elver Su o

vREPEYOV TG YVdoews Xplotod
Tood wi Kupivv pov, 61 Ov T

navta E0udtny, kai yodpot

okOPala, iva Xpotov kepdijow

AL pevobvye Kai 1yodpon
r ’ 3 A .
whvre Qpiay givan Sid

VrepEyov Tiig yvodoeng Xplotod
"Incod tod xupiov pov, 81° dv T

wavTo E0)dony, kai 1yodpot

okOPuda, tve Xpotdv kepdiice

Sikatov 8¢ 1yobpat, £¢° Soov
el &v 00T 16 oCKNVOITL,
dieyeipey VUG £V VLo PVI|GEL

Mwnpovedete TdV 1) yopEVEY
Vpdy, oftveg Ehddnoay Huiv

Translation

because He esteemed me
faithful, putting me into
service,

By faith even Sarah herself
received ability to conceive,
even beyond the proper time
of life, since she esteemed
Him faithful who had
promised.

and that you esteem them very
highly in love because of their
work. Live in peace with one
another.

Yet do not esteem him as an
enemy, but admonish him as a
brother.

and esteem the patience of our
Lord as salvation; just as also
our beloved brother Paul,
according to the wisdom given
him, wrote to you,

All who are under the yoke as
slaves esteem their own
masters as worthy of all honor
so that the name of God and
our doetrine will not he
spoken against.

And therefore indeed and I
esteem all things to be loss in
view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things,
and esteem them but rubbish
s0 that Tmay gain Christ

And therefore indeed and [
esteem all things to be loss in
view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things,
and esteem them but rubbish
so that I may gain Christ

I esteem it right, as long as 1
am in this earthly dwelling, to
stir you up by way of
reminder,

Remember the esteemed ones
of you, who spoke to you the

132

Deseription
Singular

Aorist Middle
Indicative, Third
Singular

Present
Middle/Passive
Infinitive

Present
Middle/Passive
Imperative,
Sccond Plural

Present
Middle/Passive
Imperative,
Second Plural

Present
Middle/Passive
Imperative, Third
Singular

Present
Middle/Passive
Indicative, First
Singular

Present
Middle/Passive
Indicative, First
Singular

Present
Middle/Passive
Indicative, First
Singular
Present
Middle/Passive

Meaning

She
esteemed
Him

Esteem
them highly

Do not
esteem him

Esteem the
patience

Esteem
their own

I esteem all
things

Esteem
them but
rubbish

I esteem it

right

Remember
the

24
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Verse

Philippians

23

2 Peter 2:13

Hebrews
13:17

Acts 7:10

Matthew 2:6

Iuke 22:26

Acts 14:12

Text
oV Moyov Tob Beod, v
avabempodvieg TV ExPactv Tiig
vaotpo@fic pipeiote v
nioTv.

pndey kat’ épleiay pnde kot
kevododiay alhi Tf
TUREWOPPOTHVY GAAnhovg
MNyobpevol DRepEOVTUS EAVTOY,

aducodpevor jushov ddudiag
NBovIV yodpevot Thv &v Nuépe
TPLPNY, omikot Kul pdpot
Svpugpdvreg év taly dmdTung
aOTOY GLVELOYOVIEVOL VLAY,

TTei0e00E LT fyoupévorg Dpudy
Kkai Vreikete, abtoi yip
aypuvodow VIEp ThY Yyuydv
VROV B Mdyov dmoddcovies,
Tve, petd yoepls ToiTo To1doY
Kot pn otevalovies: dhvortelig
yip DUV TODTO

kod E€e{hato avTov £k TaodY
v Ohiyeov adtod kal Edwkey
adTd yipv kol copiav Evavriov
Dapad Baothéong Aiydntov Kai
KUTECTNOEY AHTOV 1) YOVjLEVOV
én’ Alyorrov xui [£¢7] Shov oV
otkov abTob.

kai ob BnOhéep, vij Tovda,
ovdapdg Ehayiom el &v Toig
Nyepoow Todda: £k cod yap
£€eheDoETAL YOV HEVOS, SOTIG
TOLHAVEL TOV LoV Lo Tov
‘Topaii.

DpELG 88 ovy obTmE, AAL’ O
peiCov év DUy yvéobo g 6
VEMTEPOS KO O 1 YODHEVOS OGO
Srukovdy

£xdhovv te Tov Bapvafiy Aia,
wov 88 [abhov ‘Lpuijv, £rxedi
adTOG TV 6 1yovpevog Tod Aoyou

Translation Description
word of the God, of whom,  Participle,
Genitive

Masculine Plural

Do nothing from selfishness or Present

empty conceit, but with Middle/Passive
humility of esteem one Participle,
another as more important Nominative

than yourselves; Masculine Plural

suffering wrong as the wages
of doing wrong. They esteem  Present
it a pleasure to revel in the Middle/Passive
daytime. They are stains and  Participle,
blemishes, reveling in their Nominative
deceptions, as they carouse ~ Masculine Plural
with you,
Obey your estecined vnes and
submit to them, for they keep
Present

watch over your souls as those Middle/Passive
who will give an account. Let < il

b g Participle, Dative
them do this with joy and not Miscrline Pliigal
with grief, for this would be
unprofitable for you.
and rescued him from all his
afflictions, and granted him  Present
favor and wisdom in the sight Middle/Passive
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and Participle,
he set down him esteemed one Accusative
over Egypt and all his Masculine Plural
household.
‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM,
LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY

Present
NO MEANS LEAST ; .
AMONG THE LEADERS OF g;‘r‘tlgf/ 11: a3sive
JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU Nominpqti;/ ,
SHALL COME FORTH AN Al
ESTEEMED ONE WHO 24.35“1‘1“”
WILL SHEPHERD MY INEREt
PEOPLE ISRAEL,””

(iia g o . Present
But it is not this way with you, Middle/Passive

but the one who is the greatest

. Participle,
among you must hecome like B g
Nominative
the youngest, and the gt
# Masculine
esteemed one like the servant. .
Singular
Present
And they began calling Middle/Passive
Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Participle,
Hermes, because he was the  Nominative
esteemed speaker. Masculine
Singular

133

Meaning

esteemed
ones

Esteem one
another

They
esteem it

Obey your
esteemed
ones

He sct
down him
esteemed
one

Come forth
Esteemed
One

Esteemed
one like a
deacon

Esteemed
speaker

34



Verse

Acts 15:22

Hebrews

13:24

2 Peter 3:9
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Text

Tote Edoev 10ig dmootdhoig Kai
T0ig mpeoPoTépors adv Shy i
gxxnoig Exhebapévong tvdpag
e€ abtdy TEPyatL eig AvTidyeiay
ovv 1@ Hadbho wai Bapvafi,
Tovdav oV KahobpevoV
Bapoafpav kai kv, Gvépag
yovpévous év toig ddehpois,

Aonloacbe TaVTUS TOUG
TTYOUREVOUG DUV Kl iy L
Tobg dyiove. Acmdlovial DG
oi amo i Trahag

o Ppadivver kOplog Tig
grayyeMag, &¢ tves Bpadomro
Nyodvray, &Ali pakpobousci cig
Dpdg pi Bovhdpevds tivag
amorécbat aAhi mavTog eig
petévotlay yopiiot.

Translation Description

Then it seemed good to the

apostles and the elders, with

the whole church, to choose  Present

men from among them to send Middle/Passive

to Antioch with Paul and Participle
Barnabas--Judas called Accusative
Barsabbas, and Silas, Masculine Plural
esteemed men among the
brethren,

Present
Greet all of your esteemed Middle/Passive
ones and all the saints. Those Participle
from Italy greet you. Accusative

Masculine Plural
The Lord is not slow about
His promise, as some esteem  Present
slowness, but is patient toward Middle/Passive
you, not wishing for any to Indicative, Third
perish but for all to come to  Plural
repentance

134

Meaning

Esteemed
men

Estecined
ones

Some
esteem
slowness
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